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“he following is a telcphone conversation batween Secgeant M. F,
Gutierrez, Los Angeles Police Deparimani, and Jim Braden on
May .6, 1962, ai approximately 11:30 a.m. Prioxr to recording the

below conversation Braden had requested to know why tliere were

inquiries being made about him by the police department.

14 L[] [ ] e o [ ¢ ¢ L ¢ o * ¢ * ¢ ¢ e e« e ¢ ©° L] ¢ o ¢ o .8 -0 [ .

Sgt. Gutierrez: I'1l tell you vhat I was doing.

Jim Braden: Alright, tell me.

t
(G) I was investigating the background on one of your friends,

Me. Victor Pereirxa.

(B) 1Is that xight?

(G) ﬁight, just a routine investigation on that and your name
came up wiﬁ% it Sf course and so I decided to do soma in-
vestigation on your background. RAs far as my investigation
was coucerned.,, So that is what it was mainly about.

(B) Well, ¥ didn’t know, that is why I was concerned, because if
there is any way X can help anybody I want to know it.

(G) ~ Alxight, listen, are you staying herxe locallylor in town?

(B) No, I live do&n in Lake San r=mrcos.

(C) Lake Sean Marcos?

(B) At 942 La Fiesta Way and my telephone number-is 744-99°21.

(G) 744-9911L .

(B) No,. 9961 '

(G) 939

(3) Alright, how long singce you'have seen Vic?

Well, I haven'% . e e e it;s been quite somé time.

(B)
. Va4
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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{B) We had quit.g prob].ém with the goverﬁz}z.t together. Wc
sexved son:-éime together, as a matte: of cht,:it was a
Sﬁpreme Court test case. That was vexry poor attorney's
adyice. It never woﬁld have happened.

(G) Riéht, this was on something that Mr. Pereira got . . . .
some problem with one of his ex-wives wasn't it? Whatever
it wvas thats . . . &

(B) Yes.

(G) VYes, I did'some extensive researéh on it, so that is how'your'
name came up on mj‘investiéationo Of course I can't tell you.
any more on what the ihvestigation is about, at this particular :
.time, I think my investigation is almost complete o if I need
a question or two could I feel free to call you? |

(B) Yéu certainly may.

(G) Just a minute {(Sgt. Gutierrez addressing Officer Millex.) Is
theré anything we want to find out about Mr. Bradén? Hold on
piease@ {pause) |

(G)l I;ll tell ydu ¢« « o On June the 6th or 7th you were at the
Century Plaza and . . . -

(B) June the 6th ozr 7th? When was this?

(G} Last year. . |

(B) Last ycar, I don't kno&, very possibly could ha&e-been that I
was there. I don't know. I stay thexe quite often when I am
in town. |

(G) I just was ﬁondering if you saﬁ Mrl Pereira about that time.

(B) That T can't remenber . . ... I can't remehber.

(G) "This was well let's see . . . . that was about the time that

1]
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Senator Kep..)-"was shot . . . . that ‘~'~,ak;out ‘l-;he same . time

(addressing Officer Millex). When was the.Seﬁatox shot?

Senator Kennedy; Sth or 6th somewhere in there.

(G) Do you recall that particular day?

(B) My goodness; no.

(G) No? I was jusﬁltiying to piece a day together to see if you
could remember that particular . . . . You don't récall what
you werxe doing on that particular day? .

(B) No, you're talking about a year ago?

(G) Yes. |

(B) No, there is no &ay that I:could sit right here and recall
something that happened back a year ago.

KG)‘ How much do you recall of the time that you were in Texas

. ‘'when the President was shot.

(B) What_do I recall about it?

(é) Yea, ffom what I understaﬁd you were there on business.

(B) That'é right, I checked into my parole officer and I checked
out, as a matter of fact; I was in this office when it happened.

(G) You were in the parole officé?

(B) Parole officers office when it hapb'enedo

(G) . Aand how far is the parole qfficer from the building where you
were at?

(B) Well, the way this came about, I was in the éardle office
checking out with him, I was on my way to Houston and I was
walking déwn one of the streets, I can't think'of the name of
the street right now, As I waswal . . . . , I'd secen the

parade and he was in the cax, you know waving and the big
. . * )

"
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crowd and ’ and I walked over to th ~..deral building to
check out with ny parole officer. As'I walked down the street
I could hear the sirens goinyg, people running around and people
,;ruﬁning vp and said "My God, the President.has been ‘shot." . And
I walked on down to where I saw the people rqnning frow, you
knowland they had this building surrounded, and I went upstairs
in another building to make a telephone cali. I was going to.
call my parents.ahd tell them of this great excitement and
tbere was a colored feller running an elevator who says "I
wasn‘t supposed to take anybody up or down on this," and the
mnext thing X kndw I was‘mix . e o o Twas . . . . walked right
in. And then they checked me oﬁt and rgleased me. This was a
hell of a situation to get in,
(G) Right, wha% building was that? There's two buildings on the
corner, three buildings actually isn’t the Federxal huilding
Ol CNE &+ o + &
(B)‘ i don't khow, I don't recall, I don't know too much about those
_gover .‘. o |
(G) And you went upstairs td make.a phone call and that was when
that guy stopped you?
(B) This is when that colored guy made alot of noise and says it
was blasting”over the radio and all and the néxt thing I knoW'
i was right in the ﬁiddle of it. I wasn't fight in the micddle
of it but I was detained for a while;
(G) And.I take it you made a statement to the . . . .
(B) I did make a sta;émvﬂt.

(G} HMade a statement to the Sheriﬁfs?.

e
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1B} To the Sh.ez.u'-'s and they released ‘me.Z .

(GS Then from raeie you came back to Los Angcles?

(E) . l . « I went on to Houston and then back tb Los Angeles.

(G) Is your family ffom Texas?

(B) No.

(G) They're.from out here aren't they?

(B) Yea . o o o

{G) When did you change your name froﬁ Brading to Braden?

(B) That is when I first came back f;om my incarceraéiqn.back in
1260, I believe it was oxr 1859,

(G} Wes that with theé approval of your P.O. at the time.

(B) Yes.

(6) Mnd was it a regular name change, or was that just'on your
drivers license, was it legal? . . . .

(B) Well, no it wasn't by a legal process, no.

(G) Sc it was a regular change through the Department of Motor
Vehicles and you just assumed the name of.Jim Braden and so . o.. .

(B) Thisvis a business name, everybody called me Braden and so
this is the business name I just . . . . I said what the hell
e ¢ o « if you are gonna call re Braden . . . . I have been
called Jimmy so long so I just . . o . Jim Braden . . . . thét's
how I ended up wi?h Jim Braden. |

(6) wWhat do you do now Mr. Braden? Are you still in the oil
business? R

(B} I'm in thé-oil buéiness in Louisiéna, Texas, Wyoming, and
Montana,

{G) Eow about that one in Nevada, ycu still got that. one?
I
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(c)
(B)

(@)

(B)
(G)
(B)
(G)

(B)

(G)

(B)

- (6)
(B)
(@)
(B)
(6)

o e
That Matag04' , that's no longex acti-w .5 it?
. - a .
ch yes, Mrs. Bollman is getting;pretty good check out of it

and so ig Mr. Pereira's ex-wife.

‘How about Miss beSanders, she doesn't have any of that does

she?

No, she's not in that.

Was it Miss DeSanders who told you I was inquiring abBut you?
Actually, I'was inquiring about your friend Vic.

You excited Mrs. Bollman gquite a bit. Aand she said I had a
couple of calls and didn't sleep all night and I don't like it.
So I said lets see what I can do to try and stop it.

Well, there is no -problem, it was kind of a.background check .
on your friend and yéur name came up and I like to know all
about who I'm . . . ..

Beliéve me, I want you to know. If thexe is anything you want
to know I will tell you anything you want to know. I have got

nothing whatsoever to hide.

-If ever I have g0t a question or two to ask you,; can I call you

at 744-9991?

That's in area 714

714. |

That's in Sah Marcos, California.
That's near Oceanside, isn't it?
Yea, right out of Oceanside.

Just a minute, let me look at my folder on Mz, Pereira please.’

pause....As I take it, when the President was shot around that

time you were headed for Houston, Texas, and you stopped at
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(B)
(G)
(B)

(G)
(8)
(G)
(B)

et ve enny LA G CUMAIE @A Y A went to flouston and
to Oppelusa. A ‘

Oppelussa, that's where I have some oil production down there.
Then you reporied to your P.O., where'at 6allaé?

I reported, I reportea in and out tc hin. AI reported in when

I arrived and before I left that was around noon and we had.

all . . . . He had been vp to watch the parade . . . . and T
had heen up to watéh the parade . . . . and so had his secretary
and they had arrived;back at the office about the time I.did
éhd I was checking out with him . . . . and his name was Flowers
and T said, well I said . ¢« « « I just saw the President and he
said, "Yea we did tool énd it was right after that, it couldn’'t
have been . . . . when I left that office. It couldn‘t have
bheen another thirty minutes later when all this rubbarb éame.
about. And beliave ne vou nevex saw such scrambling and running
and shouting and screaning in ycdx life.

Did you know at that.time that the P#esident had been shoﬁ?

I had no idea.

When did yon first learn that the President had been shot?

When the felle; rvnning wp the street was hollering, “My God,"
he said, "the President has been shot."“‘Bélie§e~this was news
worthy and éohething that is completely different. I went up.
to make a telephone call. There wa§ a building, I don't know
the name of the building. I.took an old -dack elevator and the
girl safs . ; . o I sayqfls there a telephone near by? She
said, "Yes there's one upstairs" . . . ; And this Negro was

driving this elevator. I got on the elevator and I went up

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(¢)

- (B)

(B)

(G)

(B) .

(G)
(B)
(G)

° e
there I wag\: " and . about two minutes sif: back down and the
radio in hlé qlévator was blaring aﬁd he said, .. « « « he was
scared too, and he said," I wasn't supposed to let anybody up
in this bgilding." I don'tlknow, the next thing he runs out
and the whole place is sﬁrrounded by officers and he has got an
officexr and the offi.cer says "Well, I don't know, maybe we
better check it out." Next thing I know they said, "come on
with us,"” next fhiﬁg I know I'm with them and they check my
story out and then they released me.

Do you recall what you were wearing? Were you wearing a business

- type suit that day?

Oh ves, a business svit. - .

Anybody take.a picture of you.

Not that I know of.

You Qere staying where? You were étaying at a friends place iﬁ
Dallas? « . . « Well; thét's nething to do with ovrs . . . .
One other thing Mr. Pereira, he had a place called the Accurate
Electrénics with Arﬁhur Clark. Did you have any stock in

that . « « &

No, no, Arthur Clark is dead. le died a long time ago. I don't
xnow vhat he did with Cla;k, I don't know.

You didn't have any stock in that did you?

No. No. None.

Do you know‘anything about Laqul‘Oil Compény.

La Cal 0il Company? How's it spelled.

That's ﬁnA~C—A*L 0311 Conpany. They were also Empire 0il Cor-

poration; but their a Delaware ontfit though,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- ~(B) I didn't se‘my reason o persoxw.ailyﬂy'elf. _

(6) No I was ﬁ.ﬁt wondefing about that i:r you had. I know you had

| nade one there. for the Dallas peoplé, but I didn't know if you
had made one £or your . . o .

(B) ﬁo, hecause .+ o o ¢ if_they knew about it, which they must ﬁave
known about it ., . . . they knew there was no possible way i
could have been connected because I vas in the office at the
time his caravan had just péssed.by the Federal Building . . . .
not by the Federal Building, two blocks past on’ the other side

.of the Federal Building when we all afrived back there at the
same time. |

(G) Is Mr. Gerald Chase still your accountant?

(B) Yes.,

(G) He is at 280 Beverly isn't he?

(3) South Beverly.

(G} Do you know Mr., Arnoff?

(B) Who?

(G) .Arneff. He is in the same outfit with . . . .

(B) No, I don't believe I do. I know Chase Bierman and Dunn.

(G) You stili have your account there?

(B) i'e-se |

(G) Do you know Mr. Dubxin?

"fB) I doan'lk knéw that name.
| (G) Jim Kasssb.

(B) No.

(G) So the only one.you<know is Mr. Vic.

(B) I know Vic Pereira,; I don't deny that.

-2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(G)
(B)
(G)

(B)
(G)

| | | o
Is Vic sti.f‘-"&',n town? ' ST

I think’he'é_a hell of a swell fella, myself'

I'11l probably end up talking to Vic in another week then I can
clése out my investigation out then I can go back to work..and
if I've got a qugstion or two « . . .

Call me anycime you feel like it. I appreciate it.

1

Alright sir, thank you very much, gcod by.
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The followin".::port is a gcondensed suwy Q of the Kassab

investigation as outlined in the chart accompanying this report.

During the early months of 1962, Los Angeles Police Officers

M.A. McCowan, D. G. Rickards and three other officers entered

into a sham real estate purchasing venture with Officer Latham

whereby they received from $75.00 te $250.00 for each’ transaction
that they entered into with him. Latham was the go-between the

officers and David Kassab, a non-licenscd real estate salesman.

Kassab applicd for purchase of approximately 100 homes in the

San Fernando Valley for a sum of $18,200.00 each. Individual
escrows were immediately opened on each house., The officers acting
as “"dummy" buyers applied for new loans based on an inflatednprice.
In some cases, second trust deeds were sold to unsuspecting buyers
before title was clecared through escrow. Whan the "non-sufficient
funds" checks, submitted-by the officers earlier as down payment

on the property bounced, Kassab would buy back the second trust

deed at a 50 per cent discount on the pretext that a foreclosure

was- imminent.

David Kassab was born in Bagdad, Irag. He is the third of seven
children who was forced, with his parents, to flee their homeland
because of anti-Jewish feelings in that country. He'and his

family lived in Bagdad fxom 1940 to 1948. During thg years of ;948
and 1549 his family lived in Urban Teheran, Iran. He came to the
United Sﬁates in 1949 and has been living in Los Angéles ever since.

1
He has been in the real estate business since 1955.

Kassab's arrest record dates back to August 28, 1959 when

he was arrested for grand theft. Thls case invoived a

" 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ’ N
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a travel ag ¢y sham with a co-defend: :, George Dimitrovich.

: Both were doing business under the name of Europa Travel.
They advertised air transportaéion at greatly reduced rates.
The prospectus wds that a plane would be leased from a
Mexican Airline.and flights would operate ﬁo Europe from‘
Mexico. The round trip flight was advertised at $545.00.
Both David Kassab and Dimitrovich collected over $30,000.00
from 80 UCLA students. They pocketed the money and did not
fulfill their contract. Intelligénce reports indicated that
boﬁh David Yassab and Dimitrovich were probably in partner-
ship with Jo= Sica, in this tr?vel agency. Although there

" werc strong indications of the Sica connection, positive

-proof could not be established.

Working with David Kassab,while involved in the home buying

sham, wvas_Dix. Stanley Dubrin. Dubrin listed himself as the

Vice-president of the American Mile Corporation, a real

estate office. David Kassab listed himself as a co-owhex
of that Corporation. Other Kassab family members affiliated
themselves with that organization as did several relatives

H

of the Kassab Clan.

Dr, Stanley Dubrin's arrest recora dates back to Febrgary

28, 1963 when he was charged with grand ﬁheft. In this case,

a first trust deed was inadverteﬁtly reconveyed to him. Although
he had knowledge of this errxoc, he sold the property %s "free

and clear," then dissipated tha funds. On October 14, 1966,
bubrin was érresteq for.the crime of abortion but was réleased

due to insufficient evidence. On June 14, 1963, the Los

:um%RHEMEUMﬁR§Q1MM
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Angeles Pol « Department was advised wce Dr., Dubrin had
propositioned an ex-convict to murder his ex-wife, Kathy Dubiin,
aka, Ink. Dubrin was not broﬁght to trial or arrested for
i ' . :
this solicitation of nurder due to the informants lack of

cooperation with the investigators. Without that persons’

testimony, a case could not ke established.

In 1966, Dubrin rented office space from Joe M. Arnoff the

owney of the "Big A" stores at 8341 Conoga Blvd., Conoga
Pafk, in connection with his medical practice. Dubrin and
Arnoff have been closc friends since 1962, He was also the
Arnoff family physician.'

Arnoff eventually went bankrupt at the "Big A" stores and
severed his business relationship with Dr. Dubrin. Both,

however, remained on friendly terms and still meet socially

on occasion.,

Arnoff was introduced to David Kasseb by Dr., Dubrin but did

not become acquainted any further.

Arnoff was involved in the bribery case concerning Councilman

Tom Shepard:. to the extent that he, Arnoff, was one of the

owners of a seven acre parcel of land in Conoga Pérk thch was
rezoned in 1964 for the purpose of constructing multiple dwelling
units. .Councilwran Shepard was~laterlindicted on bribery charges
in connection with this rezoning. Arnoff owned 45 per cent: of

the building corporation stock.
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Another figure in the Shepard case was Wallace White who

received 45 per cent of the corporation's stock for putting
up thé initial.casﬁ investment. Arthur Téll, the attorney
for this corpéfatigg; received five per cent of the stock as
his fee'for legal services rendered. Gerald Chase, a C.P.A.,
received the remaining five per cent for handling the-tax

account of the same corporation.

Gerald Chase is a business partnér in the accountiﬁg firm of
Chase, Bierman and Dunn at 280 S. Beverly Drive, Suite 402,
Beverly Hills, California. Chase was alsoc the accountant for
Arnoff while the latter was doing business at the "Big A"
stores. Both parties terminated their business associatién
during March 1265. . Their relafionship at that time was strictly
business. They never beéame close friends. At present,

Chase is suing Axrnoff for b%ck pay owed to him during the time

he was handling the "Big A" account.

Among the numerous tax accounts that Gerald Chase handles is

a person named Jim Braden. He has handled Braden's Empire 0il

Corporation account since 1963 or 1964.

Note: See the detailed report of Braden's entire investi-
gation at the end of this report.

Braden has been associated with Victor Rereira for numerous

>

years., Both were sent to federal prison for grand theft.
In this case, both had conspired to bilk Pereira's former wife
. ! .
out of a large sum of money. Both Pereira and .Braden are acquainted

_with the Smalldone Brothers who belong .to the "Mafia."

.-
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Another mutual acguaintance of Braden and Pereira was a person

named Arthur Clark Sr., who is now deceased. Clark was a

former member of the 0ld Detroit Purple Gang. Pereira, when

released from prison, was given employment by Earl Scheib of
the car painting fame. Intelligence reports indicate that

Pereira was also associated with Paul Billings who was closely

associated with Mafia members such as the Battaglia Brothers,
In 1862, Pereira had an active financial interest in a New

York business firm named Grouth Industries. He handled new

stock issues for Accurate Electronics. He sold Fred and Alfred
Sica $4500,.00 worth of this stock and retained the shares in
- his name. Investigation indicated that this was a hoodlum

operated company headed by the'Q01leti Brothers.

The background investigation of Officers Latham and Rickards
indicated that they were active members of the John Birch Scciety
in 1963. The John Birch Chapter in the North HollyWood area,

was closely associated with the Minutemen Society of which Edgar

" Bugene Bradléx, Carole Avdelotte, Arthur Aydelotte, Keith Gilbert,

Dennis Mower, Phillip Scheib and other right wing extremists

i
were members.
1§

_In checking the background of these Minutemen members, Officer

C.E. White's names was mentioned. as a.friend of Keith Duane Gilbert.
On february 25, 1965, 1400 poﬁnds of stolen dynamite %as located

in Gilbert's garage'aparcment'at 419 Western, Glendal;, California.
The ownexr of the resiéence'who iived in the front house was

"Bernice Iverson, the sister of Officer White. During an interview

with White, by the investigating officers in the dynamite burglary
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A later in. stigation into this alleg .ion revealed that
Rogquemore, an acquaintance of Bradley, was shot and acci-
deqtally killed by Frank A. Rustin in Weaverville, California
on‘January 4, 1964. An investigation by the Weaverville
Sheriff's office and a polygraph examination proved beyond

a doubt that the shooting was accidental. Edgar Eugene

Bradley was in Southern California at the time of that shooting.

Michael Wayne was reinterviewed on Zpril 1, 1969 to determine
his knowledge .of the "Wayne" card found at Gilbert's residence
‘and also of Gilbert's card fouvnd in his possession on the

morning of June 5, 1968.

Wayne Qas administered a polycraph examination by Lt. E.
Hernandez in which he was askea about the business cards and
about his funning from the scene.of the shooting at the
Ambassador Hotel. ©Lt. Hernandez stated that in his opinion,
Wayne was being truthful when he replied that he did not know
Gilbert, nor had he ever giﬁen him a businéss card, nor had
he ever had a husiness card bearing his own name. He could
not recall-how.he obtained Gilbert's card, nor who had given
it to him, ' The polygraph examination also indicated he was
truthful in replying that he had never been a member of the

Minutemen, nor was he associated with them.

.

During an investigation into the membership of the Minutemen
Society in North Hollywood ‘erea, it was learned that Phillip
Scheib was also a membex. Phillip Scheip is the son of Earl
Scheib. Phillip Scheib wasg aiso a personal friend of Officer
C.E. White. o

\
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Barl Scheib was a clese associate of Victor Peréira and of -

Paul Billings, who had Mafia connections. Earl Scheib's
background indicates close ties with numerous other underworld
figures such as the Sica Brothers, Jim Braden, Anthony Tuccelli,

Harold Metzer, Vincent J. Meallo and numerous others.

Joe Sica, a Mafia member, is known to have associated with Xarl
Hoogoian who is a member of the Board of Directors Qf the San
Fernando Valley Rubbish Collectors Association. Hoogcian in

turn was known to associate with David Kassab.

[}
Russel E. Parsons, the attorney for Sirhan B. Sirhan, is

known to have associated with Joe Sica in the past. Besides
being the Sica attorney, indications are that Parsons was a

personal friend of the Sicas.

In 1966, Parsons defend=d Michael McCowan in the latter's

criminal retrial when he was charged with "theft of U.S. mail.”
McCowan was convicted and received a probaﬁion sentence of

three years. Shortly after Parsons was retained as the attorney
for Sirhan B. Sirhan, ne contacted Michael McCowan and hired

him as a chief investigator for the defense in that case.

The following is a detailed report.on the background invgsti-
gation of Jim Braden. Jim Braden's name. first came to the
attentibn cf this investigativé ;ﬁit from Peter Noyes, a
newscaster and writer. Ncyes indicated that Braden was prdba—
bly the person that Jack Garrison, the District Attorney from
New Ogleaﬁs, was looking for instead of Edgar Eugene Bradley in
cpnnecticn with an alleged conspiracy to assassinate President

" John F. Kenaedy.
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check for $19,000.00 which he stated was from a quarter

interest in the Matagorda County Texas 0il Company.

In 1962, Bradén told his parole officer that he and his

wife had been threatened by Arthur Clark Jr. because Clark
believed Braden:owed him money for "services rendered" when
Braden and Robert Bollian fofmed a cattle venture in Chicago,.
In that same year, Braden and Bollman opened a $25,000.00

bank account at the First Stockyard Bank, Chicago, Illincis

in the name of the "B and B Cattle" account. Clark, according
to Braden, was described as an 0il promoter. Braden and

Pereira's association with the Clarks began in 1953.

In 1963, according to parole reports, Braden, through the
Matador Oil Corporation became associated with the Bauman
Drilling Company of Dallas, Texas who were drilling a well

for him in Landry-Parish, Louisiana.

Braden's association with Roger 1., Bauman dates back to their

‘association with Arthur Clark Sr. who was a member of the Q1d

Detroit Purple Gang.

During Braden's parole, he made freguent trips to Texas,
Louisiana and Florida. 1In the months of October, November,
and Decenber of 1962 he made trips to Dallas and Houstor,

Texas.

On November 18, 1963, Braden received permission from the Los
Angeles parcle. office to leavé for Dallas, Texas on November

.20, 1963, and then to proceed to Houston, Texas. Braden
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estimated ..is trip would take him ap,.oximately ten days.

Braden reported to the parole officer in Dallas, Texas on
November 21, 1963 &t noon staﬁing that he was going to be in
Dallas for several days working on oil deals and conferring

with Lamar Hunt.

On November 26, 1963, the Houston, Texas parole office

reported that Braden had left that date for Los Angeles.

A check of Braden's record indicated that he used the following
aliases: Gene Hale Brading, Gene Brady, Fugene Hale Brading,

Harry Eugene Bradley, James Bradley Lee and James Lee Cole.

His true name is Eugene Hale Brading.

A check with the California Deﬁartment of Motor Vehicles

revealed that Fugene Hale Brading requested a nawme change on

his operator's license to read Jim Braden. This reguest was

made on. September 10, 1963.

On March 11, 1963, Jim -Braden opened an account with the City
National Bank, Beverly Hills, by depositing two cashieir's checks
for $11,500.00. One drawn on the City National Bank for $8,000.00
and another drawn on the C?ocker Citizen's National Bank for

$3,500.00.

on Maxch.28, 1963, Braden made a?checkin§ withdrawal of $10,000.00,
This was found to be three cashier's checks all made payable to

Jim Braden for amounts of $5,000.00, $3,000.00 and $2,000.00.

Cashier's cﬁeck $#21.7883 for $5,000.00 was endorsed by Jim Braden
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and cashed by the City National Bank, Palm Spring Branch on
April 18, 1963. Cashier's check $#217834 for $3,000.00 was
deposited by Jim Braden on May 8, 1963 at the City Natiocnal

Bank, Beverly Hills Branch.

On April 8, 1963, cashier's check #217835 for $2,000.00
was endorsed by Jim Braden and deposited by the Thunderbird
Country Club of Palm Springs, California, at the Bank of

America, Palm Springs Branch.

A further examinatién of Braden's other miscellanecous checks
revealed that on November 6,,{963 he wrote a $200.00 check

for cash; November 19, 1963 wrote a check for $146.61 to

General Telephone Company; November 20, 1963, $200.00 for
cash-expenses which were cashed by the Courtwright Corporation{
Beverly Wilshire Hotel; November 21, 1963, $183.72 made out

to the Ambassador; December 18, 1963, $10.52 to.Diners Club;
November 19, 1963, $147.31 to the May Company; December 19, 1963,
$5.93 to Harrison Hartford Company, Legal printing; December

19, 1963, $17.86 to the Standard 0il Company.

Braden was released from the McNeil Island Federal Prison on
February 13, 19598, He arrived in Los Angeles on February
14, 1959 and reported to the Federal Parole Office. The

following are excerpts from Braden's parole report.

While in prison he correspoinded with ANTHONY SMALLDONE (Mafia

member) regarding oil well deals.

The following dates and notations are excerpts from Braden's

Federal Parole office record.
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9-23~59
10-28-59
4~5-61

8-2-61

8-10-61

9-6-61

4-11-62
.4~23~62

6-4--62

1-2-63
1-4-63
1-17-63

11-20-63

‘During his parole, Braden listed his addresses in the

order:

-14-

——— . ~ .

Pereira has an office in the same building as
Morgan Brown Oil Company, Braden's employer.

Braden admitted to ‘the P.O. that he had a girlfriend,
"Mildred Bollman, a wealthy widow.

Approved to travel to Tampa, Florida with his new
wife, Mildred.

Told his P.O. that he had o0il well explorations in
Matagorda Co., Texas with his wife Mildred and
Pereira. He requested permission to visit this
well site.

Requested permisgion to travel to LaFayette,; Louisiana.
He was to leave Los Angeles on 8-14-61 and return
on 8-21-61,.

He told the P.O. that his wife Mildred had put up
the capital for_an.oil well drilling venture.

Informed P.O. he was leaving for Houston, for Lafayette,
Louisiana and on his return to Dallas.

Reported %o P.O. that he had returned from Houston,
Texss. ' -

Requested to travel to MCHENRY, ILLINOIS with his
wife Mildred to visit their farm.

Braden went to Hawaii'apéroval from P.O.
Departed from Hawaii.
Returned to Los Angeles from Houston, Texas.

Left L.&A. for Dallas, Texas where he was to remain
until November 21, 1963 then continue to Houston,
Texas and remain there until November 26, 1963
before continuing to OPELOUSAS, LA. Upon arriving
in ballas on the 20th, reported to P.O.

Note: He reported to the Houston P,0. office
on the 24th but did not mention his
being picked up by the Sheriffs after
the shooting of the president.

fcllowing
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his P.0. of a name change with the California Department of
Motdr Vehicles. However, there are letiers. from Braden to

the P.O. with this name change.

There ie no mention to his P.0. about his using the name of

Braden when arrested for shoplifting on Aprii 9, 1964,

On Novewber 22, 1963, shortly after President John Kennedy
was shot, Braden was in a building across the street from
the Dallas Scheool Depository. He was interojated by the Dallas
Sheriffs Department and released

Note: - See attached copy of Dallas Sheriffs report and

F,B.I, interview regarding that investigation.

There -is no record of Braden haﬁing infermed the parole officers
in Los Angeles, Dallas, or Houston that he had been interviewcd
by the Dallas Sheriffs regarding his bLeing in a building in

‘which he did not belong shortly after the President was shot,

On January 30, 1967, Braden married a wealthy Texas widow,

Jean DeSanders. On June 7, 1968, Miss DeSanders filed for

a divorce. During the earlv months of their marriage, Braden
convinced Mise DeSanders that she should invest 5500,000.00 oﬁ
her monay into his compahy, The Empire 0il Corﬁoration, a

Nevada Corpqration° She agreed to deposit this sum of méney
after séipulating that the money}wéuld not be touched. This
money was to draw interest and pay off minor debts only. Bfaden,
hovever, mdhaged to manipulate .$35,000.00 into his own account.

Mics DeSanders learned of this money shortage and realized that

Braden wag attempting to bilk her out of the entire amount.
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check for $19,000.00 which he stated was from a quarter

interest in the Matagorda Codnty Texas, 011 Company.

1

In 1962, Braden told ﬁis parole officer that he and his

wife had been threatened by Arthur Clarl Jr,. because Clark
believed Braden‘owed him money for "services rendered" when
Braden and Robert Bollman formed a cattle venture in Chicago.
In that same year, Braden and Bollman opened a $25,000.06

bénk account af the.First Stockyard Bank, Chicagé, Illinois
in the name of the "B énd B Cattle" account. Clark, according
to Braden, was described as an oil promoter. Braden and

Pereira's association with the Clarks began in 1953,

In 1963, according to parole reports, Braden, through the
Matador 0il Corporation became associated with the Bauman
Drilling Company of Dallas, Texas who were drilling a well

for him in Landry-Parish, Louisiana.

Braden's association with Roger L., Bauman dates back to their '

association with Arthur Clark Sr. who was a member of the 01ld

Detxoit Purple Gang.

During Braden's parole, he made frequent trips to Texas,
Louisiana and Florida. In the months of October, November,
and December of 1963 he made trips to Dallas and Houston,

-~

Texas.

On November 18, 1963, Rraden received permission from the Los
Angeles parole office to leave for Dallaé, Texas on November

20, 1963, and then to proceed to Houston, Texas. Braden

T 2025-RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-.‘i 'o'..

She hired - ';_

Auﬁorney who managed to “..age all of the money

with the ekception of the $30,000.00. Braden,.according to

Miss DeSanders was in some type of partnership with Duane

Nolan.and Chester éaxton in the Empire ana Royalty Corporations

in LaFayette, Louisiaﬁa. Miss DeSanders brought suit against

both Embire 0il Companies znd mentioned Braden, Paxton and Nolan

in the suit. She added that Braden had an office at éhe firm

of Chase Bierman and Dunn accountants at 280 S. Bevérly Drive,

Beverly Hills; Mona Chapman, a Secpetary of this firm was

also listed as an officer of the Empire Oil Corporation.

Note: Mona Chapman's connection with Jim Braden was inves-

tigated and it wes learned from.Gerald Chase that
Mona Chapman had worked for his C.P.A. firm. However,
when he learned that she was listed in Braden's Fmpire
0il Corporation, he fired her.

Braden obtained Corporate apprbval for the Empire 0il Corporation

on May 24, 1969 from the state of Nevada. The Corporate

papers indicated that the share holders in the company were

Jean Braden; Mona Chapman, Martha Herndon and Jean Cox.

Among some papers‘that were turned over to Mr. R. M. Hale, an

investigator for the State of California Division of Corporations, |

by Miss DeSanders, the followiﬁg notations, ih Braden's hand-
writing, were noted: - "Abe Meltzer from 1/16-/32, Chester Paxton
1/8-1/8." There wére also six other names with similar notations.
Miss DeSanders interpreted these figures.to represent dividends

paid to share holders.

Note: Copies attached to this report.

In trying te locate Braden's present address, investigators

‘were informed that he was living at the La Costa Country Club

in Carlsbad, California, telephone number,714-729-7111. A
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check of the hotel records indicated ne was a member only.and
not living at fhat location. He listed his home address with
the club as 280 S.lBéverly D:ive, Beverly Hills, California.
He also liéted his telephone number as 472-7720. A check of
the latter teléphOne numbér in the Los Angéles area indicated
it was registered as a non-published subscription to Berﬁard
Denberg of 1632 Stradella Road in Bel Air. An investigation
into Denberg's occupation indicated that he was possiblj the

Vice~president of the Philco Radio Company.

The Empire 0il and Royalty Corporation was chartered November

7, 1966 in Louisiana by Jim Braden, (President), Evelyn Droddy,
(Vice~president) and Duncan M. Smith Jr. (Secretary-treasurer).
.The address of the corporation is listed as 201 0il Center

Drive, P. 0. Box 51643, 0il Centerxr étation, LaFayeite, Louisiaﬁa.
That corporation was lisﬁed ag having $25,000.00 in capital at

the time of its corporation.

On May 6, 1969, Braden telephoned Sergeant M, F, Gutiegrez

and requested to know why he was being investigated. Braden was
told thét the investigation concerned Victor Pereira. Braden
added that his ex-wife, Mildred Boilman, had informed him that
an investigator had been inquiriﬁg about him. In this conver-
.sation Braden denied knowing Arnoff or Kassab, but admitted-
knowing Gerald Chase, the accountant.

Note: See attached report of Braden's verbatum televhone
conversation.
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The followi:. ‘eport is a gondenscd supg..v.ry of the Kassab

¥

investigation as outlined in the chari accompanying this report.

Duﬁing the carly months of 1962, Los Angeles Police Officers

M.A. McCowan, D. G. Rickards and three other officers entered

into a sham real estate purchasing venture with Officer Latham

whereby they received from $75.00 to $250.00 for each transaction

that they entered into with him. Latham was the go-between the

officers and David Kassab,; a non-licensed real estate salesman.

Kassab applied for purchase of approximately 100 homes in the.

San Fernando Valley for a sum of $18,200.00 each. Individual

escrcows were immediately opened on each house. The officers acting

as "dummy" buyers applied for new loans based on an inflated price.

In some cases, second trust deeds were sold to unsuspecting buyers
before title was cleared through escrow. When the "non-svfficient
funds" cheéks, submitted by the officers earlier as down payment
on the ptoperty bounced, ﬁassab would buy back the second trust
deed at-a 50 per cent discopnt on the pretext that a foreclosure

wvas. imminent.

David Kassab was born in Bagda@, Iraq. He is the tﬁird of seven
children who was forced, with his parents, to flee tﬁeir homeland
because of anti-Jewish feelings in that country.‘ He and his-

family lived in Bagdad from 1940 to 1948. During thé years of 1948'
and 1949 his family lived in Urkan Téhefan, Iran. He came to the
United States in 1949 and has been living in Los Ang?les ever since.

ife has been in the real estate business since 1955.

Kassab's afrest record dates back to August 28,_1959 whern

he was arrested for grand theft. This case involved a

-
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a travel ag. .¢y sham with a co-defend: .., George Dimitrovich.

Both were doing business under the néme of Edropa Travel.
They advertised alr transportation at greatly reduced rates.
The prospectus.was”that a plane would be leased from a
Mexican Airlinc and flights would operate to Europe from
Mexico. The round trip flight was advertised at $545.00.
Both David Kassab and DimitrévichAcollected over $30,000.00
from 80 UCLA students. They pocketed the money and did not
fulfill their contract. Intelligence reports indi&ated'that
boéh David kKagsab and Dimitrovich were probably in partner-
ship with Joo Sica, in this travel agency. -Although there

" were strong .indications of the Sica connection, positive

proof could not be established.

Working with David Kassab,while involved in the home buying

sham, was_Dr. Stanley Dubrin. Dubrin listed himself as the

Vice-president‘of the 2merican Nile Corporation, a real

estate office., David Kassab listed himself as a co-owner
~of that Corporation. Other Kassab family members affiliated
themselves with that organization. as did several relatives

of the Kassab Clan.

Dr. Stanley Dubrin's arrest record dates back to February

28, 1963 wﬁen he was charged with grand Fheft. In this case,

a first trust deed was inadverte;tly reconveyéd to him. Although
he had knowledge of this error, he sold the property as "frce .
and clear," then dissjipated the funds. On October 14; 1966,

Dubrin was arrested for the crime of abortion but was released

due to insufficient cvidence. On June 14, 1963, the Los‘

. SEY
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Angeles Pol @ Department was advised 1ai Dr. Dubrin had

propositioned an ex-convict to murder his ex—wife,-xathy Dubrin,

aka, ;nk. Dubrin was not brought to trial or ar;ested for

this solicitation of murder dﬁe to the informants lack of

cobperation with the investigators. Without that persons

testimony, a case could not be established.

In 1966, Dubrin rented office space from Joe M. Arnoff the

owner of the "Big A" stores at 8341 Conoga Blvd., Conoga
Park, in connection with his medical practice. Dubrin and
Arnoff have bhecn closc friends since 1962, He was also the

Arnoff family physician.

Arnoff eventually went bankrupt at the "Big A" stores and
severed his business relationship with Dr. Dubrin. Both,
however, remained on friendly terms and still meet socially

on occasion.

Arnoff was introduced to David Kassab by Dr. Dubrin but did

not become acguainted any further.

Arnoff was involved in the bribery case concerning Councilman

Tom Shepard to the extent.that he, Arnoff, was one of the

owniers of a seven acreée parcel of land in Conoga Park which was
rezoned in 1964 for the purpose of constructing multiple dwelling
units. Councilman Shepard was latex indicted on bribery charges
in connection with this rezoning. Arnoff owned 45 pey cent of

the building cérporation stock.
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Another figure in the Shepard case was Wallace White who

recgived 45 per cent of the corporation's stock for putting
up %he initial cash investment. Afthuf Toil, fhe attorney
ﬁor this corporation, received five per cent of the stock as
his fee for legal services rendered. Gerald Chase, a C.P.A.,.
received the remaining five per cent for hanaling the tax

account of the same corporation.

Gerald Chasc is a business partner in the accounting firm of

Chase, Bierman and bunn at 280 S. Beverly Drive, Suite 402,
Beverly Hills, California., Chase was also the accountant for
Arnoff while the latter was doing business at the "Big A"
‘stores. Both parties terminated their business association
during March 1965. Their relaéionship at that time was strictly
business. 'They never became close friends., At present,

Chase is suing Arnoff for back pay owed to him during the time

" he was handling the "Big A" account.

Among the numerous tax accounts that Gerald Chase handles is

a person named Jim Braden. He has handled Braden's Empire 0il

t

Corporation account since 1963 or 1964. ;

Note: See the detailed report of Braden's entire investi-
gation at the end of this report.

.
i

Braden has been associated with Victor PRereira for numerous

r .

yeafs. Both were sent to federal prison for grand theft,.

In this case, both had congpired to bilk Pereira's former wife .
out of a large sum of money. Both Pereira and Braden are acquainted

with the Smalldonc Brothers who belong to the "Mafia."

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



—

~

Another mutual acquaintance of Braden and Pereira was a person

naQed Arthur Clark Sr., who is now deceased. Clark was a

former member of the 0ld Detroit Purple Gang. Pereira, when

relcased from prison, was given employment by. Eaxl Scheib of

the car painting fame. Intelligence reports indicate that

Pereira was also associated with Paul Billings who was closely

associated with Mafia members such as the Battaglia Brothers.

In 1962, Pereira had an active financial interest in a New

York busincss firm named Grouth Industries. He handled new

étock issues for Accuratge Electronics. He sold Fred and Alfred
Sica $4500.00 worth of this stock and retained the shares in
-'his name. Investigation indicated that this was a hoodlum

operated company headed by the Colleti Brothers.

The background investigation of Officers Latham aﬁd Rickerds
indicated that they were active members of the John Birch Society
| in 1963. The John Birch Chépter in the North Hbllywood area,
was closely associated with the Minutemen Society of which Edgar

Eugene Bradley, Carole Aydelotte, Arthur Aydelotte, Keith Gilbert,

Dennis Mower, Phillip Scheib and other right wing extremists

were members.

]
i
4
]
1
¥

In checking the background of these Minutemen members, Officexr

C.E. White's names was mentioned, as a friend of Keith Duane Gilbert.

On February 25, 1965, 1400 pounds of stolen dynamite ?as located
iﬁ Gilbert's garage apartmeht:at 419 Western, G;endalé, california.
The ownexr of the residence who.lived in the front house was
Bernice Iverson, the sister of Officer White. During an interview

- with White, by the investigating officers in the dynamite burglary
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