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6. If appropriate, a statement of facts demonstrating the
manner in which production of the records reguested would prejudice
the operations of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

T. Your suggestions as to defenses which should be raised
including suggestions specifically as to which allegations of the
complaint should be admitted and which should be denied.

8. The pame and telephone number of the person in your of-
fice who will be familiar with this case.

The attorney assigned this case in our office is Jeffrey
‘Axelrad (Ext. 3300).

Your prompt and complete compliance with this request will
be appreciated and will enable us to represent your interests in
this case most effectively.

Attachment

ce: United States Attorney
District of Columbia

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587)
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) Assistant Attorney General Janvary 7, 1971
0N Civil Division

g Direct > 1 __ 1 - Mr. Schutz
REC&I 1:;ec' or /2/ 5-'2_/

ASSASSINATION OF
SEITATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY
1.0S AKRGELES, CALIFORNIA

Q’JJ '}
This is in reply to your letter of December 30,
1970, captioned'Comaittee to Investigoate Assassinations.
' Inc. v. Departrent of Justice, USDC D.C., Civil Action
Ho. 3651-70,"your reference 145-12-1495 and the subsequent
conversation on January 5, 1971, between lMr. J. F. Axelrad
of the Department and Special Agent Henry A. Schutz, Jr.

It was pointed out during the referenced
conversation that facts relative to the civil action
initiated by Bornard Fensterwvald, Jr. had prerioucsly been
furnished the Dopartment by cormumnications dated October 5,
and Wovember 17, 1970.

Iir. Axelrad advised that under the eircumstances
no additional information was necessary at this time. In
the event additional information is necessary at a later
date, Mr. Axelrad advised he will request sam2 of the Bureau.

1 - Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

. WALED 2T
JAN 71971
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ite investigative arm, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, made
an in-depth study of the murder, which was compiled into a file

of approximately 6,000 pages and designated aSKOffice File

il
t 1
i .

56-156, Bureau File No, 62-587. S
6., Said ¥3i file was made available tc Sirhan B.

Sirhan and his counsel (Messrg., Russell Parsons, Grant Cooper,
i

and B, Z, Berman) for preparation of his defense against a charg

/ .

7£ First Degree Murder in Los Angeles County, California, in the

¢

-

weongful aea%h of Senator Robert Francisg Kennedy.

7. Said FBI file was also made available to Myx. Robert

Y m—

. Kalser, yho paid girhan B. Sirhan approximately $32,000.00 fc
the privilege of wyiting his *inside sgtory."
. 8., Mr. Robert F. Kaiser is neither an attorney nor
licensed investigator, but rathex a journalist and self-styled
free lance writex. ! .

9. Mr. Kaiser's "inside story" was published as

R.F.R. Must Die: a History of the Rcdbert Kennedy Assagsination
i

and Its Aftermath, E.P. Dutton, New York, 1970 (Library of Congx

Catalogue Number'74~86074). !

10. oOn page 11, 12, 321, 322 of RFK Must Die, Mr,

Kaiser acknowledges the availability to him of ¥BI Office File

56~156, Bureau File No. 62-587., [See Exhibit A, appended hereto.

”

11, On October 19, 1970, plaintiff wrote to the
ce . ! .
Attorney General vequesting access -to the same FBI Filr;under
5 U.8.C. §552 and 28 CFR 16. As reguired by regulations of the

Department of Justice, the latter was accompanied by a completed

form DJ-118 and a check for $3.00. [For a copy of the letter, see

Bxhibit B, appended hereto.]

.

5., The défendant Department of Justice, by and throuh
1

()

¥

RSS
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the following reliefs

3

. 4 '!
12, In a letter dated December 8, 1970, plaintiiff

again wrote defendant, rendwi g his pe tit Lon Lo see the FBI file

[See Dxhibit ¢, appended heieto.]-

lott a?ﬂdaued Decerber 7, i970, defendant
I .

Department of Justice, over the signature of the Hon. Richard

e

13, Ina

G. KRleindienst, Deputy Attorney General, refused to make the sai

FBX file available as it is “not subject to disclosure under thg
1

provisions of 5 U.S$.C, §552(4)(b)(7)°" [Bxhibit D, .appended

¢

t

ﬁ/;epo 1
! 14, The request remaining denied after exhaustion of

administrative remedles, plaintlff files this complaint pursuany

ko delxc Laaw 89uﬁ87, 5 U.8.C, §5562, Zurther alleging tﬁat, pur-

suant o bbls 1aw, the records must be made available to it, and

the Court shall determine the matter de novo, and the burden is

on the defendant to sustain ite refusal,

- s

Plaintiff prays this honorable COuru for

-~

Wherefore,
that Defendant he orxdered to produce and
make avallable for copying FBIL Onfvce File No. 56~156, Buroau
File Mo, 62~587 and such other xelief as this @ourt may!deem

just and eguitable. ) j

BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR,
805 l6th 8t., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006
Tel., 347-3919 :

Attoxney for Plaintiff

Dated . ’ . M

page

- gy —

~
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COMMITTEE TO IN VESTIGATE

ASSASSINATIONS
1 ) 927 15T STRET, N. W. .
'g - WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 .
(202) 347-2837 . ’ ' : z
- —IERNARD FENETERWALD, JR. i . ! ;KOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - ! .
WASHINGTON, D, O, . FRED COOK, INTOCRLAKEN, NLW JEZRSCY
¢ . JOUN HENRY I'AUTK, AUSTIN, TEXAS
BERNARD FENSTRERWALD, JR.,, WASIL.,, D. C
* pamis FLAMMONDE, N’E\V YOuUX, N. ¥
N JIM GARRISON, NEW ORLEANS, DA,
} RICILARD IODPKIN, LA JOLLA, CALIF.
. ’ * . RICIXARD SPRAGUE, IARTSDALRE, N, Y.
H : . ILOYD TUPLING, WASIL., D. C.
—— N . -: . L WILELAM 'zvn\nn z.un. VALL}:l. CALIP,
' December 8, 1970 : T
' !
Co | Attorney General John Mitchell : o }
N o Deparement oi Justice : '
; Waghington, D, C. ;
; | /
- Bear M, An?ovney Generals
; / o Enclosed is a c@gy of a letter to you dated octdber 19,
: o 1978, with respect to access to yecoxrds under 5 U.8.C..°
I < .8552(a)s accan@aa¢cd by a completed form PI-118.

. i . We have vecelved no ackncwleagmera or reply £rom the Depe
| © . avument of Juetice in che integvening six weels., Are we
T to assume that access will not ke made available?

Although aceess o tho records is uwgcnt At noocod in ovder
. to prepare Zox a. public hearing, we will delay legal action
under the FOI Act a few days in hopes of roeeaving an afe
’vzmatﬂve ccpkj £rom tho Dopavtmont, .

. , i
T Most respectfully yours, I

.
. . -
. . .
.

‘1

Bernard Fengzywald, Jz.

~ S T P Bxecutive Directoxr
' , © - BFscxr : T
’ Bnels, o
I
N . ; /;v‘:
1 3
S ‘. -
i
! I
{
,’ :
]
i ! .
'
~ : . Lt
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: o H When yet another assassin’s bullet took the life of yet another Kennedy, the
? 12 ’ ;% whole world demanded to know who did it and why. They soon discovered
: 3 H who. Tt was a young Palestinian Arab refugee with a strange double name: i
527 ;;? Sirhan Sirhan. But the story of why he killed—which he propounded at
;’:‘ the trial-——didn’t make any sense.
. '541 %;’ ¥ This is a book that tries to make sense of it. Itisa book about the assassin
S f’} and about those who probed him: police, prosecutors, defense attorneys, Psy-
',:’17 gt chiatrists, psychologists, rcporters.
N %; I was one of those reporters. Out of curiosity, mainly, and out of a
P ' § ; suspicion that the public would learn something less than the whole truth if !
! 'ﬂi‘ ; it had to rely on either the assassin’s unchallenged version or even the po\ice
B %‘: H estimate, I wangled my way inside the case. | g3
U Once 1 was inside, I was really in. I was able to talk to Sirhan’s family * 3
N f g and some of his friends, to sit in on the defense’ attomcys conferences with E .
i m E Sirhan, to become a participant-observer in the attorneys’ own private won:k- "f? _;,
R ing sessions, confer closely with the psychologists and psychiatrists in the e ¥y
- . {{‘ ‘; case. I had access to police and FBI files, and, most important of all, I was :
§ <y ; able to visit Sirhan in his cell two or three times a week until he left Los
i Lk Angeles for San Quentin, condemned to die.
i Y I doubt whether any reporter has evcr gotten so deeply insidc a major
' A ; i murder case,
: i f Why was I given such entrée? I hesitate to say the answer was simply
) 3 ; money. I did promise to provide funds for Sirhan’s legal defense, and 1 prob-
. N ably would have gotten nowhere without such a promise—and delwcry
; : Sirhan wanted a good private attorney and I made it possible for him to hire
. s one. It wasn’t that Attorney Grant Cooper demanded a big fee, or any fee
! ,{: ; at all. In fact, Cooper renounced any proceeds from my writings on the cdse
i
%5 L ) e e

|
?

.
[PIERPINRY
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in favor of the University of Southern California Law School. Still, he
needed some resources: the district attorney’s office spent $203,656 to prose-
cute Sirhan. Simple fairness would dictate that Sirhan’s attorneys should
have a fraction of that for their expenses (otherwise, the expression “fair
trial” would have been a sham) And simple common sense told me that
there was only one-sure sdurce for those expenses, the world press. The
world wanted to know, the news media would pay. They did, in a modest
way. By the end of the case, I was able to turn some $32,000, approxi-
mately half of what I had then received, over to Sirhan’s attorneys.

But I provided more than money. I gave myself. The defense attorneys re-
ceived most of the Los Angeles Police Department files and all of the FBI re-
ports on the case through a legal “‘motion for discovery.” But neither they
nor their investigator had time to read and digest all this material. I did.
They didn’t have the time or.the patience to draw out the assassin. 1 did.
Soon, the attorneys began to need e, for, in my total curiosity, I soon knew
more about the case,than they did themselves. My reporter’s dream was com-
plete when Dr. Bernard L. Diamond, the chief psychiatrist for the defense,
turned to me as the chief repository of knowledge about the case and began
taking me into Sirhan’s cell with him for his analysis of Sirhan under hypno-
sis. . ) )

T am not at all sure that every case would lend itself to such heightened
pers?nal involvement by a reporter who is trying to write about it. In this
case, however, ] got access to the assassin, without giving up the right to tell

the story as I saw it. ) 1
: !

Ne—
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“Of courde it does,” said Berman, wondering to himself just how the
judge could be persuaded to let that happen., |

“And T've got some books ” said Jabara fiercely, “that ought to go in

-gvidence.” .

“I'd like to have them right away,” said Berman. “And anything else
you’ve got on the subject.”

Jabara smiled and relaxed enough to enjoy the greatest fried shrimp in
town. “Okay,” he said. “Okay.”.

“Fere,” I said, pushing a plate at Jabara, “have a fortune cookie and sce
what the fates have in store.”

Jabara took a sip of tea, opened his cookie carefully and burst into a

roar of laughter. He handed over a tiny scrap of paper imprinted with the
message: “DON'T LET YOUR ENTHUSIASM OVERRIDE THE
REALITY AROUND YOU.” Jabara Jaughed again.

»

While the lawyers settled down to the weary task of picking twelve jurors
and six alternates, I continued to read the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion’s Office File 56-156, Bureau File No. 62- 587. It was impressively -

heavy, comprising at least 4,000 pages of report> from special agents all
over the United States who looked into the case of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan
“upon rcquest of the Attorney General of the United States under the
Civil Rights Act of 1968 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.” A
And it was well written. The report of the assassination itself by Ama-

dee O, Rxchards, Jr., of the Los Angeles office was a model of telegraphlc '

clarity.

At approximately 12:15 a.m., 6/5/68, Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY
proclaimed victory in California primary election in crowded Embassy
Room, Ambassador Hotel, 3400 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles. As SEN-
ATOR KENNEDY and party were leaving Embassy Room through kitchen
exit, a series of shots were fired by an unknown individual, subsequently
identified as SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN. SENATOR KENNEDY fell
backward onto floer, critically weunded with bullet in brain. SIRFHAN wres-
tled to floor, disarmed and turned over to Los Angeles, California, pohce
department (LAPD).

The reports gave me a chance to verify many of the associations Sirhan
had already told me about. Here were summaries of FBI interviews with
persons who had known Sirhan in school and with some of those who had

.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ' Q j)
. “.l ‘ ..DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'l

R Date 12/22/70

JUDY ARRAJ was contacteq for interview at her
residence, Apartment 5, 2931 2nd Street.

ARRAJ opened the door to her apartment and
greeted Agents in a friendly manner. Agents asked if
she was JUDY ARRAJ and she responded affirmatively.
Agents then identified themcelves to her as Special
Agents of the FBI. ARRAJ stated goodbye and slammed
the door to her apartment terminating interview.

-

- 2
On__12/17/70 _at _Santa Monica, California File# Ios
Los Angeles lOO 64508
SA FRANCIS G. KAHL and ~ -
by ___SA THEODORE J. A'HEARN/TJA/ecr Datedictated 12/17/70

Tkis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the I'BI. It is ifie property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed oifside your :agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) L
. NG )

-

T ..

.DERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTIGA‘l

Date _12/22/70

{1

An unidentified female answered the rear door at

4l Thorton Avenue, Venice, California. She was advised

of the identity of the contacting agents and a request was
made to speak with JAMES F, BERLAND. She advised that
BERLAND was .not home to the FBI and shut the door. A

brown Volvo automobile bearing California license IOR 116
was parked at the rear of this address and a check of
California Department of Motor Vehicles, disclosed this
vehicle was registered to BERLAND at this address. BERIAND
was observed in the kitchen, but did not come to the door.
The unidentified female declined to identify herself.

-3¢

12/17/70 .t Venice, California File # LOS_Angeles 100-64507

SA's FRANCIS G. KAHL and
THEODORE J. A'HEARN/FGK/mam/emc ‘Date dictated —12/22/70

This document conteains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) - .

—.

I 'DERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTIGAY‘J
1

Date ___12/22/70

r

: LUCILLE FRIED.was contacted for interview at
her residence, Apartment 3, 1734 Armacost Avenue.
Agents knocked on the door to her apartment. A female
responded ingquiring as to who was there. Agents asked .
for LUCILLE FRIED and the female responded, "I am LUCY
. FRIED". Agents then identified themselves as Special
Agents of the FBI. She stated she had nothing to say to
the FBI and the Agents could contact her attorney, who
she identified as FRANK PESTANA.

Agents asked LUCY FRIED if her husband, CLIFFORD
FRIED, was at home. She stated he was but he was in the
shower. LUCY stated that CLIFFORD FRIED would not speak
with the FBI either.

Agents requested LUCY FRIED to advise CLIFFORD
FRIED that the Agents requested to interview him. She
stated she would. After a few moments, LUCY FRIED
advised the Agents that CLIFFORD FRIED would not talk with
the FBI and te contact his attorney, FRANK PESTANA.

The interview was conducted without the door
to the FRIEDs' apartment being opened.

- -

T
On _X2/17/70 _ at L_og_Anggl_e;a,_Q_lu‘_r_i___me#Lwl&s.jﬁ.lSi__
Los Angeles 100-54669
SA FRANCIS G. KAHL and Los Angeles 100-68125
by SA_THEODORE J. A'HEARN/TJA/ecr Date dictated . 12/17/79

“This dodument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 {Rev, 4-15-64) * 1 (,..}

. .EDERAL BUREAU OF INVE“STIGA’.,N

"

|~

On Januwary 6, 1971, SUUAN FAY ROHO was 1ncerv1ewed
by Special Agents DANNY B. JAMES and ROBERT H. CLAUDIUS in
front of her residence, 3348 Wood Terrace, Los Angeles,
California. Upon identifying themselves as Special Agents
of the Federal Bursau of Investigation to ROMO, it was pointed
out to her that the Agents desired to speak to her concerning.
any knowledge she may have regarding SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAW

prioxr to the assa531nation of Senator ROBEKT F. KENNEDY on
June 5, 1968.

: ROMO advised the Agenfs that her'mind was a blank
and that she would not speak except 'in the presence of her -
attorney. When asked if she would consent to be interviewed
by the FBI in the presence of her attorney, she advised that
she would not at any time talk to the FBI.

_ ROMO terminated the interview by éntering her’ 1
automobile and driving away. . '

XS

Oon _1/6/71 at _MMMLFﬂe # _I.as_imgelesw '~
SA DANNY B, JAMES and ) ‘ *
by __BQBWMMDBMGW Date 3xctated i} Zﬁ/’l? i

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ofithe FBI, Itisthe property of. the FBI and 1s loaned io ‘ '
your agency; it and its contents ere not to be &istributed- outsxde your agency. .
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Decombrr 31, 1570

o ' " Dale

Mrs, JUDITH ¥ El'/x LFENSTEIN was interviewed at her
residence, 9819 Yoskum Drive, 3everly Hillg Califo"nia, in
the presence of her husband, M, E. VICTOR

NJOLFENSTELIN,
during the mornin:; of Decembéer 3L, 1970, i

She was advised of the identities of
was told we w;shca to talk with her, She gaid)\
she wished to discuss with the Federal Bureau of v
She was told we wished to ask her scne OB3Su10no aooun
S. CRO¥E, Mrs., WOLFHNSTZIN answered that she did not 5
discuss iir. CROJE with representatives of the Federal 3Bureszu
of Investigation, '

At this point Mrs. WOLFEHSTEIN seid she did not wi
discuss the matter further. She thanked them foy carryin
copy of the wmorning edition of the "Los smgelesy Times" n
paper to her door from the street curb, =md said "Good mo
thus terminabing cac interview,

-6 -
On __12/31/70__at Bevenly Hills, GCa 1..;.{.0..13_&‘ ' __Fite # L& _100-65200
CHARLES C. #ILSON Cews”
GIL3ERT G. BENIAMIN/ggb n2F 12/31/79
by - Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor coficlusions of the PRI, 1tis the property of the FBI and is loaned tv
your sgency; it and its contents are not to he disteibuted outside ydur agency. .
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" pate _12/22/70

JO WILKINSON was contacted for the purpose of an
interview immediately in front of the John Marshall High
School, 3939 Tracy Street, Los Angeles, Catifornia, where
she 1s employed as a clerx.

After identifying themselves as Special Agents
of the FBI and apprising her of the general nature of this
inquiry relative to her acquaintance and association, if
any, with SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN and matters related therewith,
WILKINSON, without admitting her identity fully, stated that
she did not want to speak to the FBI except in the presence
of an attorney. Upon inquiry as to her attorney, she stated
that her father, not otherwise identified, would need to be
contacted for his name.

T7f

on _12/22/70 . Los Angeles, California pil#Lo$ Angeles 100-66771

SAs LESLIE F., WARREN and :
by _JOHN P. ANDREWS/LFW/emc Date dictated _ 12/22/70

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yout agency
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SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN

Prior investigation concerning this phase of the
Kennedy assassination developed information that Thomas
Daniel Good had been a friend of Sirhan and also had attended
classes with Sirhan at Pasadena City Ccllege. Good, like
Williem S. Crowe, had also been a member of a Youth Section
of the Southern California District Communist Party and his
Communist Party membership had been confirmed. Good was
interviewed at San Jose, California, on -June 13, 1968, and
also at San Francisco, California on June 14, 1968. Copies
of these interviews are being included for the information
of the Department.
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THOMAS DANIEL GQOT, 22 South 1llth Street, San Jose, Califor-
nia 95112, was interviewed in the San Francisco Office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, San
Francisco, California, on June 1l&, 13868. GOOD voluntarily appeared
accompanied by his attorney, AUBREY GROSSMAN, who was present during
the interview.

GOOD related that he is unemployed and is a student at San
Jose State College, San Jose, California. His parents are ROSCOE
VAYNE and INEZ GOOD, who reside at 1364 Elizabeth Street, Pasadena,

California 91104. He was born on June 27,1945, at Altadena, Cali-
fornia. .

GOOD furnished the following information concerning the indi-
vidual whose photograph appeared in local newspapers, identified
as SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN, reported assassin of Senator ROBERT F.
KENNEDY & )

He first met this individual at John Muir High School, Pasadena
California, in what he recalls to have been the 1962-63 school
year when he was in the 1lth grade. This individual was known *o
.him only as SIRHAR, with no other names recalled. He believes he
first heard of SIRHAN at Social Science class during a discussion
on the question. of politics. During this discussion some student
suggested that he felt they should hear from SIREAN on his views
since the discussion, as recalled by GOOD, involved the Middle East.
He thereafter became an acquaintance of SIRHAN and never did con-
sider him what he would term a friend- ' He thereafter visited in
SIRHAN's home on approximately lnree occasions, and on one occasion
SIRHAN visited in GOOD's home. GOOD recalled that he went on a
picnic with SIRHAN'’s mother and a sister who is now deceased. Also
present at this picnic were a Mrs. HAYWARD, address unknown, and
some members of her family. Mprs. HAYVARD reportedly knew dMrs.
SIRHAN from church at endance, and he recalled that Mrs. HAYWARD
was also a friend of his parents.

v

~ As GOOD recalls, he last saw SIRHAN in 1964. He remembers
SIRHAN as a student at Pasadena City College for at least one
semester during the time GO0D attended from the Fall of 1863 until

: LA 56-156

on £/11/68 at Sgg Francisco, California File # SF 62-5481
=10~ =

bySTANLEY F. FEWSTER & GEORGE P, GALLOWAY / ke dictated 8/20/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency
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July, 1965. GOOD was a member of the Young Democrats at Pasadena
City College. He was unaware of any other political organizations
-and does not know what groups or organizations SIRHAN belonged to,
if any. He recalled that SIRHAH had some contact with other Arab
students but he had no knowledge if there was any formal group or
organization among such students. He stated there was a large
group of Arab students attending Pasadena City College at that time.
GOOD stated he was unable to.-furnish any information concerning
SIRHAN's political views but recalled him as being very anti-Israel.
He was aware that SIRHAN came from Palestine and attributed his
feeling toward Israel to his national origin. .

! GOOD is acquainted- -with one WALTER CROWE and recalled that
CROWE was a friend of SIRHAN. He related that CROWE met SIRHEAN
when the latter first came to the United States. CROWE also attend-
ed elementary school with SIRHAN and later John Muir High School.

He stated that he knew of no contacts between CROWE and SIREAN out-
side the context of the school. CROWE mentioned SIRHAN to GOOD on
more than one occasion but never commented on the political beliefs
of SIRHAN.

. GOOD related that he never: heard SIRHAR express his feellngs
- regarding the KENNEDY family ov any other Government official. FEe
stated that he recalled the reactions of numerous friends to the
assassination of President JOHN F. KENNEDY but does not recall the
reaction of SIRHAN .to this event. He stated there was nothing in
his acquaintance with SIRHAN on which he could base any motive for

his action in this case. iHe recalled SIRHAN as a very distant
individual, no matter how friendly ome became with him. He
recalled hlm as an individual wno seemed to be alienated from
people in general, even frem other Arabs, and WALTER CROWE appearcd
to be his only friend and this friendship was not.a close one. He
stated he'nevey detected any strain of violence in SIRHAN, but, to
the contrary, remembered once when he was visiting in the SIRHAN
home there was a deafmute or blind girl also present and STIRHA y
seemed very gentle to her.

, GO0O0D related that of the many Arab students who attended
Pasadena State College with whom-he was acquainted, SIRHAN had
stronger ideas of Arab nationalism than any of the others.
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psychiatrists with the defense attornies, DIAMOND's viewpoint
is brought forth indicating that DIAMOND was convinced that
SIRHAN was in a trance when he killed KENNEDY.

KAISER, through strong inuendo, suggests that the
investigators averted ahy conspiracy findings, but he presents
no factual evidence to support his theory.

Various aspects of the KENNEDY investigation are
set forth through KAISER's reporting of the trial and included
are such agreas as the investigation at the rifle range, and
the purchase of ammunition at the Lock Stock and Barrel Gun
Shop.

KAISER was apparently impressed by his position of
being able to talk to SIRHAN and suggests that he had a
significant influence on the planning of the defense and that
he was of material assistance to the psychiatrists, particularly
Dr. BERNARD I.. DIAMOND, who examined and tested SIRHAN,

KATISER's theory that SIRHAN was programmed to kill
KENNEDY is not supported by any factual material and he does
not present any new or different facts of the case that were
not completely adjudicated by the FBI and Los Angeles Police
Department investigations.

Further, in compliance with Bureau instructions, the
respective local authorities were contacted concerning their
reaction to the publication, "R.F.K. Must Die!", and all of
them indicated that they intend no further action based upon
this book.

On 12/17/70, JOHN HOWARD, Assistant District Attorney,
Los Angeles County, advised that after this book was published,
District Attorney EVELLE J. YOUNGER sent a letter to the
Attorney General of the United States with a copy to the United
States Attorney at Los Angeles, offering any assistance
concerning this matter. HOWARD indicated that this letter had

Y
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been acknowledged by the Office of the Attorney General of

the United States, but that no comment had been made. HOWARD
further indicated that he had read the book and questioned

a few of the alleged quotations of his and the other prosecution
attornies. HOWARD stated, however, that they were making no
issue, as they did not want to stir up publicity that would
merely result in a possible sales stimulus for the book. HOWARD
further advised that the book developed no new information and
therefore his department would take no further action concerning
this matter.

On 12/29/70, United States Attorney, ROBERT L.
MEYER, Los Angeles, advised that he had received a copy of
the letter that District Attorney EVELLE J. YOUNGER had sent
to the Attorney General and that he had received no instructions
from the Department of Justice to conduct any inquiry
concerning this matter and that he would certainly not initiate
any action on his own behalf without Departmental instructions
or at least baséd upon a recommendation from the FBI. MEYER
stated that he himself had not actually read the text of this
book, but that he had read reviews of it and would not be in
a position to take any action unless he were so instructed by
the Department of Justice.

On 12/29/70, Deputy Chief ROBERT HOUGHTON, Los
Angeles Police Department, advised that his department had
read the book, "R.F.K. Must Die!", but that the book presented
no new facts and that his department contemplated no action
as a result of this text.
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200 Wadison Ave., Hyde Villa,
\Bgadlngg_?enna. 19605 ’
“Januvary 4, 1971

’

Deputy Attorney General
Richard Kleindienst

Department of Justice, 5
Washington, D,C, e

-

.
e

Dear Mr, Deputy Attorney General'

Enclosed herein is a completed form DJF-118, requesting
acoesséto official records under 5 U.S,C. 552(a5 and 28 CFR
Part 1

I am requesting access to the extensive FBI reports con-
cerning Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, reports which have been made
available to one Robert Blair Kaiser, These reports were used
in the preparation of Mr, Kaiser's recently publlshed BFK Must
Die ( see Attachment ). As 5 U.S.C, 552 require equal treatment
in access to records, and since these reports have beeh made
available to Mr, Kaiser, a writer and private. citizen, I would.
hope that T too shall be granted access to these FBI reports,

As one deeply concerned with the events surrounding the
assassination of the late Sen. Robert F, Kennedy, I trust that,
as Mr, Kaiser before me, these official records will be made
available to me,

I look forward to hearlng from you in the very near
future,

Yburs'truly,
Q///I/ e .-..' Ia3} ) 7
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Preface

When yet another assassin’s bullet took the life of yet another Kennedy, the
whole world demanded to know who did it and why. They soon discovered
who. It was a young Palestinian Arab refugee with a strange double name:
Sirhan Sirhan. But the story of why he killed—which he propounded at
the trial—didn’t make any'sense.

This is a book that tries to make sense of-it. It is a book about the assassin
and about those who probed him: police, prosecutors, defense attorneys, psy-
chiatrists, psychologists, reporters.

1 was one of those reporters. Out of curiosity, mainly, and out of .a
suspicion that the public would learn something less than the whole truth if
it had to rely on either the assassin’s unchallenged version or even the police
estimate, I wangled my way inside the case. ‘

Once I was inside, I was really in. I was able to talk to Sirhan’s family
and some of his friends, to sit in on the defense attorneys’ conferences with,
Sirhan, to become a participant-observer in the attorneys’ own private work-
ing sessions, confer closely with the psychologists and psychiatrists in the
case. I had access to police and FBI files, and, most important of alf, T was
able to visit Sirhan in his cell two or three times a week until he left Los
Angeles for San Quentin, condemned to die.

T doubt whether any reporter has ever gotten so deeply inside a major
murder case. ‘ ,

Why was I given such entrée? I hesitate to say the answer was simply
money. I did promise to provide funds for Sirhan’s legal defense, and I prob-
ably would have gotten nowhere without such a promise—and delivery.
Sirhan wanted a good private attorney and I made it possible for him to hire
one. It wasn’t that Attorney Grant Cooper demanded a big fee, or any fee
at all. In fact, Cooper renounced any proceeds from my writings on the case
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