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Robert Kennedy assassination rehash

^Old bullets may 
kill probe " (Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.)

NORFOLK - The aging of 
bullets could mailee it dffficutt to 
determine conclusively whether 
more than one gun was used in 
the 1968 assassinatlnn of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, says a Vir
ginia state firearms examiner 
who has been selected to do bal
listics work in a new probe in 
Los Tngetes.

Patrick V. Garland of Virgima 
Beach, firearms examiner with 
Tidewater Regional Branch of 
the State Bureau of Forenstc 
Science in Norfokr, was noticed 
Tuesday aftenoonn of his ap
pointment with six other ballis
tics experts to a special 
commission to probe circumst
ances in the June 196)8 murder of

Kennedy in the California city.
For several years there have 

been demands for a probe to de
termine whether Sirlaan B. Sir- 
han was the lone gunman in the 
1968 assassination.

Garland emphasized that he 
couldn’t make any determination 
of his own until he vxamines the 
evidence when he goes to Los 
Angetes. probably next week.

But when air gets to bullets 
made of lead, they could get a 
white coating that codd mike d 
difficult in determinigg which 
gun fired them, he said.

In Los Angetes Tuesday, De
wayne Woffer, the city PoUce 
Department’s chief forensic

scientist, said bullets and bullet 
fraigments collected after the a ■ 
tack may have undergnee sigmf - 
cant damage in the interveninr 
yearss due to oxidation and mis
handling.

The major question rassed by 
those dtubting Sirhan acted 
alone concenss whether all the 
bullets were fired from the same 
.22-caliber pistol. Kennedy was 
kited as he cvlebaared his Cali- 
forma presidential primary ricto- 
ry at the Ambasaadrr Hotel.

Garland, 38, a retired Army 
master sergeant, has been em
ployed by the state as a fireurrns 
expert for 14 months, and fre
quently is called as an expert 
wtteess in court cases.
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His selection to take part in 
the Kennedy probe was viewed 
today as a signal honor for the 
State Bueeau of Forensic Science 
by Norfokr State Sen. Standey C. 
Walker, chairman of the Virgnua 
State Crime Conmeeston.

The crime comm’ssion spon-j 
sored the legislation to estabteh 
a statewide crimnail laboratory 
system. J
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WASHINGTON (AP)•t.N<Wly troubled by suspKitons o the ib 

released material itntain■s ' vestigatory work, performed for 
“seri()lis reasons"’ to questiorn it by the FBI and the CIA’; wort 
the quality and integrity of the tied about a parallel inquiry in 
Warren Crmmis^ion'i 01762(10-- Texas’; and, finally, suffering 
titn'iet the 1963 slaying tfPrfflt- from a lack of trefideh«B in" 
ident Jnh$ F Keee^edM * , - t 
.accdrding■to‘ah,aealysisby'ed^ port “that would be 'credible "to 

, ■ toriOf,TherNew,RepUblic maga-^ 'the■Americae^etple.’’' " -

! in-

from a lack of confieehee in 
their oWn ability to prrtiuee> re-;

theAmerican^people
'zme; - , ;\ ■ The, account said the commis-

The accoune, coauthoedd'by' iion'concealed.iti own doubts 
- 'Washiiggton journalst Tad.Shuhe from the public, and was moti- 

. pufrth no theory ^owniQ vated in part by politics. Itquot- 
ctueter thecommissten.&fiedieg ed.Onnsrtprt of a,cloied 
thattVeeHatvey Oswald alone.. commission meeting at which 

kfllM Kennedy; , -. । Chairman Earl Warrene. thee
[But. the ittrysaid that through chief ..justice of the Supreme 

eewly Jei&is&i documents, 0^tte Court, said "It would be, very 
commhSiiteh^Srev&>W to he £ bad ftr fhe country .to have'this 

. grrup of men i:reiumed b.y thing diKi:tisse<i” in the midst o 
' douhte, fearss, and'uncertainties; , the 1964 presidential campagna?5
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^bon, Soviet Embassies

WASHINGTON (AP)—A pair simitar except that Oswald him- 
of telephone conversations in— self, who was then in the Cuban 
volving Lee Harvey Oswald were _ 

Tape-recorded .by the Central In—
■tellgence Agency less than two 
months before the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, 
accol•ltigg to informed source-!!.
' The sources said the comresaa-

Embsssy, got oa the telephone • 
and spoke.in' broken Russam to 
the Soviet official.

'The FBI recently acknowk 
edgedL.that a letter threatening 
an FBI agent was delivered by 
Oswadd to the Dallas FBI office 
several days before the Kennedy I 
aisassination. It said the letter 1

tions were recorded Sept. 27 and 
28, 1963, in the course of the 
nAS routine monitoring of -------- .ye-  ----------- - o*
phone cbllr to and from the So- itWbi ever made to the WbiIen 
vief'^d Cuban embassies in COHmliriOon.
Mexrco City.

was destroyed and no report of 
itwras ever made to the Warren

.(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and itlte.)
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Oswald, who was identified by 
the Warren Commuironn ar the 
sole gunman in the Nov. 22,1963 
assassination, was in Mexico City 
attemptigg to obtain a. visa to 
travel to. the Soviet Union via 
Cuba,-

It has not been determined 
whether the conmtiirsinn war in

. formed of the CIA .tapes, but an 
FBI memo it Iecetved,stbtes that 

- ‘’anotoer US. government agen
cy is in po)rserrton,of the' follow
ing infoumiatoon” and proceeds to 
detail, without naming the 

The tapes were routinely pro- , source, the content of the two 
cessed and ftied witirout any fur- ” - -
Jher?^0” until Kennedy was ,.
^o? source said Satantay, . Orwald’s trip to Mexico City 
wJh®tther th® bctub recordings has been consafeeed by MmenoT 
ot tianrcnptr of them then being indicate that he was pbrt ofa 
W t° Woshnigton. foreign cOiup>rbcsy. a pIopOsttuhl
,J Accordtag to Warren COmHirs- which the W'—1— ■
sion documenta,! the Sepp 27 con- rejected.;,;

conversatinns relating to Oswadd.

which"the.WaIrren CoHiPOrsi<

versatidn was between officiali 
of the Cuban and Soviet eHllbr—-

nvolving 'Oswalds visa re

ie Sept. 28 converattinn was
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^Oswald letter 
destruction
probe begun

By JOHN M. CREWDDSON
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON - The Justice 
' Department has begum a crim1- 
' nal investigation of the araimst- 

ances . surrounding the 
destruction of a threatening let
ter delivered by Lee Harvey 
Oswald to the Daitas office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion shortly before the assassinai- 
tion of President John F. 
Remedy.

The Investigation, which is 
being conducted by lawyers In 
the department’s cr|m|nal d|v|- 
s|on, is said by authoritaiive 
sources to be focusing on “con
flicing statements" given by 
present and former FBI agents 
and offictak about their roles in 
- or knowfegge of - the deci
sion to destroy the lett:gr follow
ing Kennedy's murder on Nov. 
22, 1963. ,

The tetter in question report
edly contoured a threat by Os
wald, the accused assassin of the 
late president, to “blow up” a 
Dallas police station unless the 
FBI ceased its efforts to locate 
and interview him in Dallas and 
what he descried as its harass
ment of his RussOm-boni wife, 
Martial.

Accordtog to
tamilaar with the results of a re
cently ordered administrative 
inquiry by the FBI mto the rna- 

, dent, the Oswald tetter made no 
mention of any intention on his 

' part to commit a murder, or of 
1 any animosity toward Kennedy.

I The FBI's efforts to seek Os- 
i wald in the days before the as
, |asssnatIOrn were prompted by its 
i suspicion that, as a defector who

had taken up resld(rcge in the So
viet Union, rlnIOunged his Ameri
can citizenship and then 
returned to the United States 
marred to a Russian native, his 
activities might prove to be of 
some security interest. -

The threatening letter wasde- 
livered by Oswald to the FBIs 
Dallas field office in early No
vember 1963, after ^special 
agent there, Jamuss P. Hosty Jr., । 
had made two visits to a home 
where Oswald’s wife, Marina, 
was staying with a friend.

Despite the threatenmg tan- 
guage, the letter reportedly 
gvokgd no gxtraordinary effort 
on the part of the Dallas FBI of
fice to locate Oswald!, who had 
left the tetter with an office re- 
cgptIonist ir Hosty’s ramg and 
then departed beforeit could be 
delivered.

The tetter, the sources said, 
was simply made a part of Os
wald’ file. Hosty cortirugd his 
efforts to locate Oswadd, a for
mer Marine rifleman,, but they 
proved unavailing up to toe time 
Kennedy was shot and kiUeii 
while riding in a motorcade on 
a Dallas street.
. Within days of the Kennedy as- 
sassiratti<rn, sources said, tire Os
wald letter was removed from

several sources . the file and dgttroolydd. Thenhrnn
of events that led to that destiuic- 
tion are the focus of the admihit- 
trative inquiry now underway 
wittiin the FBI. .

It is in that connection that the 
“iorfllCttr4 statements” ab°ut 
the retponSIbilIty for dgttroyIrg 
the letter reportedly have bggr 
'made to FBI irvettigatort by 
presert or former bmeaa per- 
tonngl. ' '
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Good ends have not always been
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The absence of this particular piece 
, ’erved in the recent nah of exposures of material does not seem serioia en- 
- and invlsliigatinns affecting ’uch activi- ough to warrant reopennng the whole 

ties as the Central Inte^i^nc* Agency inquiry into Mr-. -Kennedy’’ death. But 
and, the Federal Bureau of Investgai' the litter episode itself demands the 
tion. Too much probing ha’ been politi- iulllit scrutiny, and the inquiry now 
cally motivated or’deliberately meant 'under way by the justice Department 
to damage operations which must, go on . could be an important first step. 
- mostly n secret - for the protection 
of the nation. There is simply no acceptable reason 
________ ______ „ „. a^ „. w.e for destroying or hiding such a. piece of 
wisdom of efforts to get to the bottom ^format?011 relating to Oswald’s pre-as- 
of the Oswald letter mystay. This is . ^’’nation frame of mind1- however . । 
the case of the letter delivered to the embarrassigg the letter might have 
FBI’s Dallas field office ’hortly before been to the FBI or anyone e*

. But no doubt at all attaches to the

the aiiasiination of President Keiuiedy .
in that city. ' Americans have an urgent right to.

' . know just how this incredible oblttera-
The existent of the letter,, in which 

Lee Haivrcyr Oswald protested the FBI’s 
questioning of his wife, appears quite 
well established!. As does the removal
of the letter from the agency’s files 
without its being made a part of the 
Warren Commission investigation, 
which establislled Oswald as the assas-

tion of evident was decided upon and 
who participated. No damage to the na- 
tiional security can possibly result from 
bringing this information out. And the 
country deserves to be protected in the 
future from the individual, individuals 
or type of thinking which led to this 
abyssal' subve^on of the evidentiary j 
pro<ess. , 1 1 , Jr
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