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FBI SAN FRAN

1118M URGENT

TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

9
ATTEMPTED/ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F^KENNEDY

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, JUNE FIVE, SIXTYEKHT.

AN ASSAILANT, AS YET UNIDENTIFIED BUT WHO IS IN 

’CUSTODY OF LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT, TTEMPTED THE • , 

ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY AT TWELVE

' .FIFTEEN A.M., TODAY, IN THE BALLROOM OF THE AMBASSADOR \

HOTEL, LOS ANGELES,' CALIFORNIA. THE FBI IS RENDERING ALL 

POSSIBLE INVESTIGATIVE ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL AuTHOOITIES, 

INCLUDING THE SERVICES OF THE FBI LABORATORY, AND 

IDENTIFICATINN DIVISION.. IF YOU RECEIVE ANY INFORMATION ' 

CONCERNING THIS MATTER, THE BUREAU AND LOS ANELES SHOULD 

BE EXPEDITIUS5YY ADVISED AND ALL NECESSARY INVESTIGATION 

IMMEDIATELY INITAATED. NO COMMENT SHOULD BE MADE TO THE (

PRESS WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTION OF FBI JURISDICTION

EXCEPT THAT THE FBI , IS RENDERING ASSISTANCE AS INDCCATED ABOVE. 

END ' ' .

HOLD FOR ANOTHER ALL SAC . '
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•. , FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
\UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

APPLICANT ' ' „ ;
No ARREST RECORD

DEC 2 81905

To obtain classifiable fingerprints: ’ ‘
•^ 1. Use printer’s ink. ‘

|, 2. ‘Distribute jink evenly on inking slab.. ’*
^ . 3. Wash and dry fingers thoroughly.

' "■’• 4. Roll fingers from nail to nail, and avoid allowing fingers to slip.
5. Be sure imptewionstare recorded in correct order.

IDENTIFICATION DMS’Gr.

; 6. |f an amputation or deformity makes it imJ«eejibte to print a finger, make a notation to that effect in the individual finger 
block.' ' g

, 7. If some physical condition makes it irnpossib’.e to obtain perfect impeessinns, submit the best that can be obtained with a
■> rnwo stap.ed to the card explaining the circumstances. ,

S. Exammc the compeceed prints to w if they can be nIttsejficd, beating in mind the following:
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THE GRAPES
Communist Wrath In Delano

by

Gary Allen



ABOUT THS ARTICLE

These reprints of THE GRAPES: COMMUNIST WRATH 
IN DELANO, by Gary Allen, will be tent postpaid to any addstts 
in the Untted States, at the following prices:

In quantises of 10-919....................................................15c each
In quantmes of 100-999 .............................. 12c eachIn quantities of 1,000 or more...........................100 each

This arnde first appeaeed in the June, 196(5, issue of AMERICAN 
OPINION, an informal monthly review edited by Robert Welch. 
The subscription rate to the magazine it ten dollars per year-, to any 
addeess in the United States; twelve dollars to other countries. For 
either reprints or subscription addeess:

AMERICAN OPINION, Belmont, Matsachueetts 02178



THE CRAPES
Communist Wrath In Delano

Gary Allen is a Los Angeles film writer, 
journalist, and lecturer who has cov

ered for American Opinion such affairs 
as the Watts insurrection and the pro- 
Vietcong protests at Berkeley. A grad
uate of Stanford, he is now employed 
in the preparation of film-strips on cur
rent affairs and is finishing a new book 
on CommunSst revolution in the streets. 
Mr. Allen sends his report directly from 
the rcrnr in Delano, California, where 
he has brrn conducting intervlews and 
investigating happenings there on a^ 
tignment for America Pinion.

■ An important dramatic event is now 
being staged for the American pubic:, 
a play with Mveral actt taking paace 
tlmulianeously in many parts of the 
country. While it is all part of the 
tame production, the accent of the play
ers and even the title varies with the 
locate. In the cittes it is advertised as 
“Civil Rights.” On the campus it is pro
moted under the titte “Peace Demon- 
ttrationt,” while in rural ar-eas theater
goers are treated to the “Fl:uitpiC:kel■t’ 
Strike,” based on an old and tuccrttful 
producrion titled “Agrarian Reform” 
which has enjoyed a long run from the 
banks of the Volga to the foothllSs of 
the Sierra Maesraa.

White the play is prriormed in dif
ferent geographic ai-rat, the theme re
mains the same. From Selmaa, to Watss, 
to Berkeley, to Dehno may look like 
a circuitous route on your road map, 
but it is a straight line on the road to 
revolution. If that is the road you are 
iraveling, you are now in Delano, Cali- 
forma.

Deaano (pronoumed Drliyro), vm 
tually unknown outside of California 
until it was reluctantiy shoved on the 
stage by a highly publicired “grape 
strike,” is an agricuttuaal crntrr of 
twelve-thousand citizens lodged in the 
center of thr phenomenal^ fertile San 
Joaquin Valtey, which sticks like a 
pointing finger up the middte of the 
state. It was in the fall of 1965 that 
the rest of the world found out about 
Delano. That is, that's when we were 
told about it by the news media. Deaano, 
the world was inOormea, was the place 
where five-thousand starviing grape 
striker's, craving dignity and a livmg 
wage, had taken to the roads in pl-otrrt. 
Delano, Ameriaans were told, was a 
sort of Selma-wtst, a cesspool of bigotry 
and mmternnce where opulent capital
ist growers revelled in the grinding 
poverty of the field workess. But virtue, 
the media boy's said, was on the march 
—and through Tikes and boycotts the 
oppeetoor was about to be pried from 
the workers back.

Yet, strangely, rite “Gaapes of Wrath” 
image so carefuHy consiruci:ed for De:- 
lano is as distorted and twSseed as the 
minds which created it. It is, in short:, 
a revolution^ fiction, a phony,, a fake. 
As such, the Deaano “grape strike” has 
to be one of the weirdest strikes on rec
ord. It is not,, you see, over waiges or 
hour;; or working conditions, at all. It 
is a strike that iis not really a strike.

How can a strilee not be a strike? 
Very simple: Wleen the workess are 
rtiU at work, bu are being picketed by 
outsiders who never worked there. This 
yearis grape crop, you see, is up nine 
percent over last yearis and it has now
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been harvested and marketed by the 
men who have always done the job. 
Contrary to what the mass media have 
been telling the public, the workess 
have not been on strike in Delano; the 
workers are, in fact, being struck by 
outside revolutioarriss. True, two 
“unions,” the A.F.L.-C.I.O.’s Agricul- 
sural Worker’ Organizing CommSttee 
(A.W.O.C.), and the upstart National 
Farm Workrss’Association (NFWAl.), 
are trying to unionize the anricuStuaal 
workess in the Delano area. A.W.O.C. 
even called a “strike,” and was later 
joined by NF.WA. — but the “ltrikr” 
leaders were generals without arnuei. 
Workess wanted to work, not strike. So 
it was that the ornanizing revolution
aries assrmbied a crew of oussidrss, set 
up picketimes, and Glared that the 
peopee out m die fields pickmg grapes, 
the same ones who for the most part 
have been pickmg grapes there for 
years, are strike-breakers and scabs. Of 
course:, it is not true, but how will the 
peopk in the cities know?

Out of ths farce has arisen fantastic

Communist propaganda in Delano.

propaganda, virtually all slanted toward 
die phony “strikes..” The representa
tives of the growers have made available 
mountains of informatinn and prooff— 
ioclueion audits of payrolls showing 
what the true wages are—but the mass 
media have shown lude interest. One 
grower, Jack Pandol, explarns it:

Wr’rr just not news. The sensa
tionalism is M on the other side. The 
wilder the charge made against us, 
the moe publicity tt geSlI Nobody 
seems concerned with whether it is 
true or not. I finally got a MrShodilt 
Minister to come out to my ranch 
and look at my payroll timessheets 
and housing facilities for tie pickers. 
He couldn’t believe it; it was so dif
ferent from what the N.F.W.A. 
propagandisSs hte M him about 
pay and work conditioes.

The phony “ltrikr” is ost:enshlty over 
a drmtnd by the “unoons” to be reco>n—- 
nizre as hargainng agmss for die work
ers (iin spite of t:he fact that viri:utlly 
none of them has joiore), and a 
“union” wage demand for $1.40 an 
hour plus 25 cents per box of picked 
grapes. Tile absurdity of hh grand
stand stunt hecomtes obvious to anyone 
who withes to check the audited pay
roll shrri:s of the various growers, which 
show that wages now vary from $1.80 
an hour up to as high as $4 to $5 an 
hour in some piece-work lituatiif>nl.

Then what is going on here? Ths 
eorln’s make sense! We have a strike 
wit:houi workess, with “out:sidess” er- 
mandmg lowes, Mt higher, pay; we 
hatve vast coverage in the mass media 
pretendmg to take the matter srriio>lSsty 
and repeasinn slogans rtnht out of a 
dozen Communist rrvolutlonaty or— 
nanl; we have the mass publication of 
faiseh<oees easily demooltraird as such 
by even a cursory invrstigaiion of die 
situation. Yes;, something ssrange s hap
pening at Ddano. But, what?
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(L to R) Sal Gonzales, Communist Larry Itliong, Cesar Chavez, Watter Reuther and Ben Gines at Delano.

In order to understand what is really 
at stake, one must first peer into" the 
cast of characters staging the play.

Performing in the lead role of ths 
farce-tragedy is a cunotK young man 
named Cesar Chavez, who heads the 
N.F.W.A. Cesar, who suffered through 
school for nine whole years;, was re
cruited and hired in the early 1950's by 
a staff member for Saul Alinsky’s In
dustrial Areas Foundaiion. Chavez 
could have found no better training 
grouind for revolution. His mentor, 
Alinsky, describes himself as a “protes- 
sional radical” and is author of Reveille 
For Radicals and Rules For Revolution 
(to be publsshed thk year). Hie ran' a 
prep school m grass-rooss organizing 
for revolution bared upon picketiines, 
boycotss, mass meetings, rent strikes. 
demonstrations, and sit-ins.

Cesar Chavez spent six year's in Chi
cago studying at the “Aiinsky School 
of Revolution"” before his “teachers” 
thought he was ready to return to Cal
ifornia to found the N.F.W.A. The 
N F .WA. was (surprise!) engaged in

grass-rooss organizing for the revolt- 
tion when the “competing” A .F .L .- 
C.I .O.’s A .W.O.C. “struck” the grape 
growers in the fall of 1965. Chavez' 
“union” joined the “rtrikr” a few day's 
later. Chavez, who has been publicized 
by the Communssss as the charismatic 
political leader of Mrxican-Americans, 
quickly stole the 'how from hi' more 
estaM'shed “compettorr.’’

Cesar' “competito”” m unionizing 
the field workess is Larry Mong, who 
ruins the AF.L.-C.I.O.' A.W.O.C. in 
the area. Itloing, you will not be amazed 
to learn, has also been involved in rev
olutionary activity for some time,, mak
ing his reart in his native Phiiippinss. 
The Philippine immigration reprice, k 
turns out, won’t permit Mi-. Itliong to 
return home because of his affiliation 
with the Communstt Partly in Snastte 
and San Francssco, so he must suftice 
with “union organizing” and a would- 
be careerin Delao a a politician. Lary 
Itliong ran for the City Co^cil in 
Delano ths year as “the PnopteSs Can
didate.” Hie lost, but he did have the
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The revolutionaries meet: Man with pipe is Communist Sam Kushner.

full support and endorsement of hie 
“union rivals,” Cesar Chavez and the 
N.F.W.A.

Co-starring with Cesar is Luis Val
dez:, portraying the Che Guevara of 
Chavez’s revolution. Valdez was trained 
for his role two year's ago by the Marx
ist Progressive Labor Movement and 
sent to Cuba for advaneed study in 
Commun’st rvvolutinnary metlfoes. 
Chavez’s secretary te Donna Haber, 
whio began her career by helping to 
found the Commun’tt W.E.B. DuBois 
Clubs. Law enforcement authorities in 
the Delano area, however, believe that 
the real star of the Chavez show is a 
twvnty-eevvn-year-old Stanford grad- 
uae named Wendy Gopel. Wendy has 
been invoked in Commuit’st activity 
since at least 19577,, when she attended 
the Communst He’sinski Youth Fve- 
tival; ’he has been busy building a 
promising career ever since. A member 
of the Communst DuBo’s Club)’, she 
ghost-writes Cvear Chavez’s speeches.

Lest such a production run afoul of 
the authorities, every play nvvds an at-

sornvy. Thu N.F.W.A. has one. Hie is 
AIcx Hoffman, on the faculty of the 
UniveesSry of California and active 
in its Communist-dominated “Free 
Spvvch” and “Peace” movements. Hoff
man was one of the lvadees of the pro- 
Viet:cong parade of October fiStevnth in 
Berkeley (See American Opinion, De
cember, 1965). The CalfOoniaa State 
Senates 1965 Report on Un-Amrrican 
Activities commented on the boldnees 
with winch Mr'. Hoffman plays his 
part. Hoffman, the Report said, “has 
made no effort to conceal his Marx’st 
convictions....”

No play like this can get off the 
ground, of course, without financial an
gels, and Chavez and the N.F.W.A. 
haw some powerful onve. For inst:anee, 
the other Cavear, the one in Waehing- 
ton, Iks granted the revolutionary 
N.F.W.A. $278,000 from the War on 
Poverty Program, though the funds 
have been delayed because eomv local 
Vtcforians objected to tax money being 
used to recruit “union” mvmbees and 
to vncoucgve revolution. Mvaawhite,
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Cesar is forced to subsist on the meager 
donations of thie National Council of 
Churches.

Some churchmen, you see, no longer 
take a blue-noeed attitude toward rev
olution; in fact, a number seem to enjoy 
participaiing in such productions. Such 
has been the case in Delano. For many 
years farm workess there have been 
mimstered to by what is known as the 
Migrant Miniitry, an adjunct of the 
Califo-nia Council of Churches. In the 
past:, the Migrant Miniiiry has worked 
tireteiily, providing iptrltual nounsh- 
ment to the workess; but in recent years 
new “ministess” have taken over. Thie 
“new breed” bias done away with “all 
the foofra about religion” and is work
ing on a real Job—“union” organizmg.

The one thing that the members of 
the current batch of Migrant Minisress 
active in Delano have in commion is 
that they are all, coincidentally, grad
uates of thie same school, the “Univer
sity of Ainsley,” which has a rather 
narr-ow curriculum—oeenng claiseionly 
in revolution. L,aw enfor-cement author-

itees in thie Delano area have been 
amazed to learn that some of these rev- 
oludonary “m-nisres“” have never even 
been to D^inky School.

The Calfoonnia Council of Churches 
and the “Libeaal”-domineted Central 
Califonrna Dioeore of the Catholic 
Church have alid supported the phony 
“itrikesl.” Since the “strike“”-aaaoited 
workess and theis bosees ar-e pr■eedm-- 
nandy Cathode, a real schism has re
sulted. Growcss complin that, even be- 
fose arriving ther-e, visiting clergymen 
have already made up their minds about 
the situation in Deaano. Many well
meaning ministess, you see, can't bdeeve 
that ther-e ar-e those in the world so 
wkked as to promote Ues, and thus they 
swallow the propaganda line. And, dncb 
in Deaano, viiiilnn clergymen spend 
their time with Cesar Chavez, who con
tinues the propaganda barrage—winch 
is just what he spent those iix year-s 
with Alinikr learning to do. The prop
aganda is exceedingly clever and easily 
fools thie naive. It should, for it is not 
written by poor, uneducated grape pick-

(L to R) "Migrant Minister" James Drake, Cesar Chavez, and Cuban-taarned Loss Vaddez.
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ers, but by Douglas Grayfield Adair III, 
Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Pomona 
College. Adair is thie chief propagandist 
for thie “strikers’” magazine, El Mal- 
criado.

Juist as in Selma and St. Augustine 
and elsewheee where thie revolutionaries 
have struck:, the local clergy has re
mained fier-cely independent throughout 
thie dispute and resenits thie invasion by 
outsider's who slander thie communtty. 
One such clergyman is thie Reverend 
R. B. Moore, pastor of St. Pauls Baptist

Revolutionaries Dolores Huerta and Wendy Gopel.

Church in Delano and a member of thie 
local Kiwanis Club.. You would like to 
know thie Reveeend Moore; he is a fine 
gentleman and a good American. Hie 
characeerizes thie “strike" organizers and 
revolutionanss whio harass thie workess 
in thie Delano ar-ea in these words:

A bog doesn’t grunt because he’s 
sick or hungry; be grunts becauee it’s 
his nature to grunt. . . . They aren’t 
working for the poor people; they’re 
working on ^e poor people.

The “strike" leaders, paeticularty the 
“clergymen” among them, tave given 
thie world a picture of racism and 
famme and poverty in Delano. Rev
erend Moore is faabberasseed. “I d°n’t 
know of one Negro her-e thiat I could 
even give any clothes to, and I have 
quie a supply in the church for just 
that pur-pose,"’ he sayss. According to the 
Reverend Moore, “Ths is one town thiat 
never needed thie N.A.A.C.P. or any 
other such gr-oup because our peopee ar-e 
accepted/’

Is DUano really Bigotvlhe, U.S.A.., as 
thie “strike“ leaden pr-oclaim? Could 
they be eelib>eraltelr decking the pub
lic? Reverend Moore thinks they are; 
but then, he only lives theee. Maybie we 
forgot to mention thiat Reverend R. B. 
Moore is a Negro. That wouldn’t be 
important normahy, but we’d hate to 
see him embaeaessed by being called a 
bigoted racist.

Delano is by its very natur-e a melting 
pot, and it certainly bear's no relation
ship to the Whtte Anglo-Saxon Prot
estant communtess thiat cauise thie Left 
to drool with a hungry hatr-ed. Thie 
growers m thie area are predominancy 
eeflrgees from Yugosaavaa who escaped 
from thie Commun.stt and collectivelt 
revolutions that engulfed Central Eu
rope following World War I. They 
came to thie United States beinrinr with 
them nothing bm td^t and courage 
and ambition, and they settled in thie 
San Joaquin Vahey because of is timi- 
larity to their native land. They worked 
hard, saved, bought an acr-e of land and 
then another and another. Today they 
ar-e being vdified as exploiters of im
migrant labor-. Nothing could be more 
absurd.

The Chaimaain of the Delano School
board and Pr-esident of the Lion's Club 
is of Japanese ancestry. The Chairman 
of thie Planmng Commission is a Mex- 
ican-Ameriaan, as ar-e several members 
of the City Council and thie Captain of 
thie Police Departmen.. Stores in thie
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community are owned by Mexican- 
Americans and Filipioos. To chargee 
Delano with racial bigotry Io Insane to 
all who live there. You must under
stand, however, that ths play s not 
being staged for the local citizenry, but 
co c propaganda spectacle to ct^te 
pubhc opinion in Ae cities.

The fact that Delano io remarkably 
free of racial problems h^ni stopped 
the script wrkess of the revolution from 
putting c heavy emphaiis on “Civil 
Righ’s.” In fact, the dispute hats become 
as much c “Civil Righis” movement as 
c labor square. On October 28, 1965,, 
the West Coast leadess of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinatlng Commktoe 
(S.N.C.C.), a Far Left “Civil Righis” 
group whcch counts among li:o mem
bers some of the top young Commu
nists in the nation, met m Fresno, Cal
ifornia. The princ^e speaker was Ce
sar Chavee. The S.N.C.C. leade’s de
cided to give Delano top priority on 
their fomentarion-and-diiorder list and 
puHed ten of their late-model rado)- 
control units out of Misoiooippi and 
brought diem mto the San Joaquin 
VaHey.

Delano is now teeming with S.N.C.C. 
workess. One of the most important is 
Mcrohcll Ganz;, a native of nearby 
Bakersfield, now acting a° one of (Cha
vez’s chief lieutenant. Ganz was an 
honor student at Harvard for three years 
but gave k up to go S°uth as a field 
organizer for the revolutionary S.N.C.C. 
organizadon. Southern law enforcement 
auihorkios, who found it nec:eoocry to 
jail him on several occasions for his 
revolutionary ^twines there, are doubt
less glad that he has returned to Cal
ifornia. Ganz, of course, continues to 
act as a S.N.C.C. organizer. Another 
top S.N.C.C. man active in Delano is 
one Brother Gilbert, for several years 
Vcce Prnccipal of Garces Catholk High 
School in Bakersfield. Brother Gilbert, 
who is also a member of the Commu
nist DuBo’s Club)’, has left the school

and is operating m DeLino under his 
real name, Leroy Chaffield. With such 
effectiive revolutionarCs in residence, it 
is no wonder that the VaHey now echoes 
to the cries of, "Fe’ncer'emioy" (Spani’h 
for "We Shall Overcome"}, whcch 
Cuban refugess testify was also a C^tro 
rallying cry during diat “agrarian re
former's” rise to power.

Delano has been made c magnet for 
all rcvoluro:)nary types, varying from 
the “perenlany gullible” like Stove Al
len* to the professional Communst like

* AHen, ineddenaany, who marched wkh the 
"rtriCeos and has hePped to organize c boycott of 
Delano grapes in Loss Anceirs, admitted before a 
U.S. Senate Invertigatlng Commune that he took 
his "lacs” and "figure’” for defend of the Dela
no revolurionarios at face value direcdy from the 
N.F.W.A. strike book.

Steve Alen at Senate Hearing.

Northern Calkonnla’s Commun’tt Par
ty Chairman, Mcckey Lima. And it 
wasn't purely by accident that the vari
ous charactoos of revolution flocked to 
the Delano area. The right sort of peo
ple were actively recruited. For exam
ple, John Hauptmann, a oclf-pooCoocdd 
Marxitt, did the recruiting for Delcn°
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in one of the productive pastures for 
that type of thing, at Berkeley.

You wouldn't expect Communitt Bet
tina Aptheker, the flower of the Ber
keley rebellion, to stay away from such 
a production, and she didn't. Neither 
did Patrick Hallman, one of the many 
Hallman boy's active in Commtnust ac- 
tivitiss. Other promment visitors to 
Delano playmg bit partis for the 
N.F.W.A. have been Allen Ginsberg, 
the “teat generasion” poet and mari
juana advocate, and veteran Communist 
Sam Cushner. Harvey Richards, pho
tographer for tte Commurnst news
paper Peop^s Wordd, has also spent 
considerable time in the Delano en
virons supplymg pictures to the various 
Communist publications which have 
been coordinating pubtetty for tte 

steite. Making an appearanee, too, was 
Alan Zak, Chairman of the Lois An
geles DuBoss Clubs. And old-time Ida
ho Communist Al Plumbier, who 
claims So have joined the Party in 1933, 
has also sei up shop in Delano. By add
ing dozens of lesser lights from

S.N.C.C., C.O.R.E., tte Students for a 
Democratic Society, and the DuBoss 
Clubs so dus crew of experieneed pro- 
fetional agitator's, a truly salensed ag
gregation, made up nos of McKCan 
ttoop-raborers but of Communiste and 
“New Left” cotege graduates, tes been 
rttembred behind she scenes to lead the 
play for pubic sympathy.

Even so, if site Press had simply re
ported some of the tactics being used to 
try so get the pickers to leave she fields 
and strike, there would nos have been 
much sympathy. When the “tsrikr” was 
originally called, abous five hundred of 
the 5,500 pickers working in tte area 
were forced by threats and violence to 
leave she fields. Some moved to other 
areas to avoid harassment by the rev- 
olutionarrer, some got permission from 
their rmployel-t to take a few day's off 
to try and avoid trouble, and a few 
temporary joined tte imported pick- 
eters. After three days, however, all but 
about a dozen were back as work.

Of course, the fracs that the pickers 
didn’t wans a strike didn't deter the

Aiinskysrraired C^ar Chavez and S.N.C.C. revolut0inrty Marshall Ganz harangue for reports.
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Reuther (L), Communist Itliong (standing), and others listen to Cesar Chavez.

visiting Marxists. After all, they had a 
job to do. Pete Cuadra, who supports 
his family by picking grapes, describes 
the tactics used by the imported revolu
tionaries:

Friends we knew were being taken 
from theie homes, beaten and threat
ened if they did not attend the 
union meetings. A woman was 
threaeened with a knife at her throat 
on hee own front lawn . . . they 
continued picketing the wor^ss that 
were in the fields. Now theie lan
guage started to be abusive and very 
o^ensies. Brides calling us scabs 
they began to use more vulgar lan
guage not only to men but women 
also.

Among the leadess of the crowd mak
ing profane and ob>scrnr dmoucee- 
meett of the workess was the “Rev
erend” Chris Hartmire, an Alietky de- 
voeee and former convict who is Di
rector of the Migrant Minittry. He is 
being supported by the National Gmn-

cil of Churches. Most Ameriaans woudd 
be shocked to learn that their Church 
coetrlbutiocs were being funiee^ed 
through the National Council of 
Churches into use for “union” organ
izing and to provide “Reverends” to 
cure honest working peo^e. Yet, that 
is just what is happening.

The real worker, howtv-ee, have not 
been fooled and have continued to 
work. Celestino Dulays one of the pick
ers told a umon organizer: “We ^ 
making $3 on piece work. You are of
fering $1.40.” Ted Ranoss, a labor con- 

■tractor, described his coefrontasion with 
a ttrilte recruit:er: “I explained to him 
that I had expenses on my house, my 
car, a pickup, and my furniture of about 
$350 a month. If he would give me a 
written guaianter of $350 a month, I 
wouldn’t go to work.” The union man 
left, and pickets were on the eoadside 
where Ramos' crew was working the 
following day..

Ietimidatioe of the workess by the 
imported pickets is now the primayy 
tactic. Their laeest gambi), one worker
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Kennedy encourages Delano revolutionaries.

told us, is for the picketers to shout 
"We know who you ai-e. If you do not 
come out on strike now, you won't get 
a job after we win. Bobby Kennedy is 
on our side. We can't lose." Another 
favorhe tactic is to fire marikes at the 
picker’s with slingshots — law enfocce- 
ment authorittes report that agitator’s 
bought fourlthouiand marines in Dela
no in a single day for use against the 
field workess. It's not very pretty busi- 
ncee; but then, intimidation never is.

The terr-or that decent workess have 
suffered in Delano makes it ever more 
vital that we understand what is hap
pening ther'e. It is not merely a local 
matter and it is not merely an example 
of “union excesses”” In fact, what is 
happening in Delano is a textbook ex
ample of the claeeic Communitt “united 
front" technique, in which the Com- 
miimst etngcemanggees woA hmid m 
hand with non-Commun’st fellow trav
elers, opportune, and dupes. Dehno 
has been made the gathering point for 
a number of famous and infamous 
charactess who ostensibly make strange

bedfellow's;. It is a test site for t:he Com- 
mumsss. And it is very important. 
Walter Reuther, for example, nude a 
special pilgrimaee there after the 
gr-oundwork had been laid in a secret 
visit one month earlier by his brother 
Roy. Reuther, of cousse, has lent full 
support to the revolutionaries’ leader, 
Cesar Chavez, by announcing that he 
and his union would aid the "'trike” 
and boycott. Th's, in spite of the fact 
that Chavez is theoreticaHy a competitor 
of the A.F.L.-C.I.O.’s local organizer, 
Commun'tt Larry Mong. Reuther 
knows what he is doing—nnd Chavez, 
by using rite Alinsky revoluionnayy 
methods instead of the narrower labor 
union tactier, has coupled his move
ment with Reuther's Ckizens Cruaade 
Agamst Poverty movemens.

What we have here, you see, is the 
r-esult of the “Citienns Crusade” put to
gether by top r■evolutionaries last fall. 
It is a “Crunade” which prompriy be
gan to combine the “Civil Right's,” 
“Peace,” “Poor Corps,” “agrarian re
form,” and “revorutionryy bbor” pro
grams of the Internatinnal CommuIi.itt 
Conspiracy—ndd to tie them up with 
the War on Poverty. You will remem
ber that Walter Reuther’s union pro
vided $1 millkin for the project; you 
will recall that top “Crusaders” include 
the Reuters, Martin Luther King, the 
notorious Narional and World Councll 
of Church's figure Eugene Casson 
Blake, and convicted sex pervert and 
agitator Bayard Rustin; you wM re
member that “Ci’us<ide” Director Dick 
Boone has declared that ;m important 
part of the “Ckienns Crusade” pro
gram wdl be to employ rite “Alinsky ap
proach”; you will even remember that 
Wnllsr Reuther threatened at the “Cru- 
sndc’e” April convention in Washington 
(held in cooperatlnn with rite federal 
Office of Economic Opportunity) that 
mtas his program was foloowed: “... 
we will lsnr neunder the fabric of so
ciety.” And then, bang, k hits you: An
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important new “united front” is operat
ing in America. And it is operating in 
Delano. No wonder War on Poverty 
funds and Reuther’s union funcis are 
being sent to support CommuntrSs and 
their agents and dupees in Dehno; no 
wonder that S.N.C.C. is pouring m agi
tators; no wonder that the pro-Vietcong 
crew is supplymg heady support; no 
wonder that Walter Reuther and Mickey 
Lima and Bettina Aptheker and Com- 
muntsts from all over the United States 
have been crowdmg into tiny Delano. 
No wondei-!

Local offictats rurme>e that the strate
gy being used calk for Chavez and his 
openly revolutionary NF.W.A. to run 
interfeeence for Communstt thongs 
“union.” The idea is that many growers 
may decide that Phong's organization 
is the lesser of two evils and be stam
peded into surrendering to him. A. num
ber of the local growers show signs of 
being willing co submit to tins fake ah 
ternative rather than have federal n- 
thortties for-ce Chavez’s N.F.WA. on 
t:hem. The workers will be the losers in

either instanee.
Local citizens are, of course, upset at 

the role that both the federal and state 
govfrnments have played m tins dis
pute. One Dekno law enforcement of
ficer told us, “It k simpy amazing how 
these peopee rffm to have so many rrat:f 
and federal adminkrar.trrs at their beck 
and call” Besides the Poverty Progr-am 
grants, the federal government has been 
helpful in other ways, such as provid
ing transportation funds for Dehno 
“union” organizes to mvel ar°und the 
countr-y soliciting funds. We have even 
seen a photostat of an extremely fnend- 
ly letter signed by Harold Barrett Jr., 
an officer in the federal Bureau of Ap- 
prfnticfthip and Training, authorizing 
Dcfoees Huerta, another Alinsky pupil 
and co-founder of the N.F.WA, t:o fly, 
courtery of the taxpaerrs, to du- April 
1966, meeting in Washington, D.C., of 
Waher Reuther's and Martin Luther 
King’t “Citifnes Cruttdf” — which is 
endeavoring to nke dl of the “under- 
privneged” of du cities and rmd areas 
int:o that one big union of the poor to
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demand their “rights.” That lett:zr was 
a reminder of just how important the 
new “Citizens Crusade” is to the Com
munists.

Another promment government of
ficial who caused a tremendous furor in 
the Delano area is Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy, who was in the area in con
nection with Senate Commtttee Hear
ings on agricultuze. During the Hear
ings, when it was brought out that 
Deputies from the Kern County Sher
iffs office were taking candid snap
shots of the various agitators and Com
munists as they entered Delano, Sen
ator Kennedy became very alarmed, 
much more so than he ever became over 
the Fair Play For Cuba Committze. 
“Sheriff,” he growled, “I suggest you 
read the Constitution of thie United 
States.” The Senator appeass to feel that 
it is an inrrigenment on the righ’s of 
the revolutionaries to have their pictures 
taken. But Bobby made his point. Rep- 
rzsentatizss from the Sheriff’s office do 
not photograph the CommuniiSs in 
Delano aeymorz.

Holding strike book, Kennedy defends Reds.

Senator Kennedy was not, of course, 
at all shy about taking sides in the Dela
no dispuee. The “strikers’” publications 
are full of pictures of Bobby with Ce
sar Chavez or Commun’st Larry Itliong. 
In fact, on thz famous March-April 
march from Delano to Sacrantenoo, thz 
marchess stopped in various small towns 
along the way to play a tape recording 
of Bobby Kennedy’s speech to thz De
lano revolutionaries.

Thz mar-ch, which peojzrtzd the 
“strike” into national prominence, 
started from Delano with about seventy 
persons, of whom (according to local 
police) appeoxinlatety five were Delano 
peopte. The wire seevices falszly re
ported there were 250 marchers.

Thee crowd remained at about seven
ty persons until it neared Sacramenoo, 
where it was joined by Communstss, 
Leftis’s, and misguided do-gooders from 
all over Norhienn Califonnie. The 
marchers carried szligious symlol>is in 
an hypocritical appeal to thie Caiholicssn 
of Mexi<an-Americens in thz area. At 
one point on the march, however-, both 
the American flag and the Cross of 
Guadalupe were dragged in thie dirt by 
young men screaming “Tme Castfo." 
As the parade entered thie outskSrss of 
Sareamenoo, the marchers again began 
chanting imd shouting slogans. "V^e 
la huelga (Hooray for the strike) prz- 
dominated, but thr "Vive Castro” cheers 
also continued.. Governor Edmund “Pat” 
Brown, described by Time magazine as 
“a tower of jrlly,” fled town rather than 
face thie machhers. Hr is facing re-elec
tion this fall.

Thr mrrrhing eevolutionariss rrrrizd 
large Red flags bearing a small outlme 
of a black eagle. This is thie flag of the 
Tro’skyite revolution in Mexico. Many 
of thz agitators also carried bannzrs de
claring that they meant to start a rev
olution.At the Capitol grounds Dobra Hira
ta, Vice Pr-esident of the N.F.W.A, 
gave the speech of triumph celebrating
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Sfif-proclaimed revolutionary Dolores Huerta addressed these activists at Sacramento.

the end of the march. She said that there 
had been an earlier effort to end “dep
rivation” in the San Joaquin Vahey. 
But:, she said:

The difference between 1959 and 
1966 . . . is rrvoOution—tee farm 
workers fave been organised. . . .

We are not alone. We ave accom
panied by many friends. The religious 
leaden of the state, spearheaded by 
the California Migrant Ministry, the 
student groups and civii eightr 
groups that make up the movement 
that has been successful in securing 
civil rights for negroes in this coun
try. ... and organized labar, war 
staunchest ally, are all in the revolu
tion. . . .

Thee wcrkrrs are on the rise. Theee 
will be striks Hl over the ttatf and 
throughout the country becauee DH- 
ano has shown what can be done, 
and the workrss know they are no 
longer Hone.

If the rures to settle our econom
ic problems are not forthcoming, we

will call a General Strike to pawlyze 
the Me’s agricultural eccncmrs. . . .

The social and economic revolu
tion of the farm woreers is well 
under way and will not be stopped 
until they receive equably.

What is the revolution they eez after ? 
Why, it is t:hf very revolution ezcrared 
eeelifr by Weit:re Reuther and Martin 
Luther King for their “Citizens Cru- 
reez.” And, of course:, it is being given 
the full support of the Communtsss. It 
is therefore not very difficult for stu- 
eznss of revolution to ielculetf what 
the growers have in store for them in 
the future.

The grower's AchlHes hzel is an old 
law, f>arrze during the Administration 
of Thzodore Rooszvzlt, aimed at curb
ing rpzcuracors with “insidz” knowl
edge of where federal dams wfre to be 
built:. The law says that any grower 
getting water from feefeel dams can be 
forced to tzll his property over 160 
ecezt as “excess lene.” That law has 
never bzzn enforced, as it would ezrtl:■oy
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