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Bobby- Kennedy Assassmdfed
af H e:ghf of Political

' “BY PETER REICH |

'SEN. ROBJ[RT F. [BOBBY] KENNEDY, 42, possessed .
four major advantages that might have enabled him to efiter o st
the White House—hjs family’s name and wealth, and hisper- ' .
sonal drive and charlsma . )

But fate made him the second illustrious member of his
family to.die by an assassin’s. bullet.

ronically,. Sen. Kennedy had scored his greatest polltlcal
triumph shortly before he was slain, winning the coveted
California Presxdentml pnmary of the Democratm party the
same ‘night. . .

His resounding v1ctory canceled out a stmgmg defeat he . 4
bad sustained in the Oregon primary only a week earlier. That
defeat had been Ahe first p011t1ca1 failure of a Kennedy in a

long time. = PR
SEN. KENNEDY WAS GUNNED down} by his jassaﬂapt‘ . Lo
only minutes after finishing a victory speecif in the /&.m‘bass'a- o ‘ cuzmo AMER ICAN

dor hotel in L.os Angeles, early Wednesday nforning, June 5. A
.22 caliber poullet. fired into his head behind his right-ear
proved, fatal. The assassin immediately was apprehended.
Sen, K nedy, who had been elected junior senafor from
New York in 1984, had enfered the 1968 Pre51dent1a1 race less - 3 STAR FINAL

than 3 months before. his death.- . .
_ That was on March 16, when the senator formally an- . - DATEs (2 -(D —b&(
nounced his bid for the Democratlc nomination. | : '

He asserted' that he did-so at the urging of more than . Y- '
100,000 Americans who had\ ‘written to him, asking him - to . PAGE: é_y COL: /

run.

He said he felt he had to run, because the natmn was on _ EDITOR 3 ] .
“3 perilous course.’ ) . CO P&%gwb]’bxﬁmzmn'r

CHICAGO, TLLINOIS

7

HIS DECISION WAS NOT met w1th unanithous acclaim. . .
Some fellow Democrats accused him-of political opportunism ’
and of trying to garner for himself the ipolitical prize “that, ' : 49 - L l — ¢ /
they said, roperly belonged to another senator, Eugene Me- . )
Carthy of .

nesota, the first avowed “peace cgndidate.” -
Like. MECarthy, Kerinedy strongly opposed. thf Johnson ad-| - '

ministratio)’s handling of the war in Viet Na :::RCHED_INDB(ED
Indeed, shortly before announcmg his candida¢y, Kennedy ‘ IALIZED Q. "-ED&—

had approached -President Johnson with an offer to stay out ’ JUN 8 968

of the Presidential race if the President would appoint him. ) FBl— CHICAGO

head of a commission to revise American policy on Viet Nam.
The. maneuver backfired. The.President not'-only turned. _ _ [ 21

down 'the -offer, but at least one editorial termed. the sen- : - <

ator’s act “the crassest approach to pohtlcal blackmagogé%i LEASE UNDE’REO' 14176 - S N N P T e
can beé imagined.” -0. -
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Kennedy drew together a brilliant staff of lawyers to
asszsthim

d as attorney general touched a broad spectrum X
of tlie. nation’s life, from civil rights to orgamizeq_crime, and - T
from lahor racketeering to immigration. .

. Kennedy was criticized for a number ‘of actwns—ior‘
sending the FBI to question persons in the middle of the
night about a steel price increase, and for proceeding both
“too fast” and “too slow” with -civil rights matters. But at
least, one historian, Arthur Schlesinger, called him “the best
- attorney general this country bas had for a geuerauon »
. During the 1962 Cuban’ missile crisis, 'Kennedy led the
opposition in government councils ‘to proposals for' an aif
strike against Cuba without warnmg, rejecting such acqon ag
- “another Pearl Harbor.” Irstead, he urged the ‘policy that
was adopted—issuing a restrained uitimatum to ‘the Soviet
Union {0 remove its missiles.
In 1984, he'declared he would not be-a candidate ior
senator “from New .York, then changed his ‘mind when
President Jobns ehmmated him [and all other cabi
members] trom\ nsideration as hxs runmng mate fgf Vice .
Presndent N "o Y

4

HE ‘WAS" ELECTED SrENATOR from New Yor despite
the fact that he barely managed to establish the required
residency there, and answered critics by asking: “Isun’t the
basic question, ‘Who can best ;epresent the state. of New
York?’ 1) .

As senator, he.delivered major speeches on Latm America,
poverty in America, the problems of the cities, and the
proliferation of niiclear weapons. ‘ -
: He traveled - widely—to Europe,  Latin America South
Africa, and Southeast Asia. He chmbed mountams and he .
skied.

He called for the mclusxon of the Vxet Cong in the South
Vietnamese government, but Vice President Humphrey
likened that proposal to putting ‘a fox in a chicken coop or
an arsonist in the fire departmen ",

Kennedy had been & naval officer training candxdat.e at’
Harvard during World War II when his oldest brother, Joseph
Jr., was killed in Europe. Some months later; the. navy
named a destroyer after. Joseph Jr., and Robert
Washmgton to ask Secretary of the Navy/James Fo
assxgn ,mtotheshxpasaseaman" . ..

"IT WAS DONE BEFORE the family learned anything
about i Robert”served aboard ‘the ship in.'the Carl,bbean
and left the navy as a lieutenant. .

Only last year; a reporter questxoned Robert Kennedy
about 'his plans for.the future—especially if he intended to
waxt uptil 1972 before makmg 'his bid for the Presidency

. Kennedy gave a prophetic answer: . *. I

“Existence is so fickle. Fate 'is so fickle.

“How does anyone know if .he'll be around in 18722”
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