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There are stunning and reckless examples of conspiracy and violence in
America during the decade of the sixties: the brutality and murder at Kent and
Jackson State colleges and the combat zone atmosphere that prevailed on most
university campuses; the savage physical and propaganda attacks as the "Mew Left, "
and particularly the Black "Panther Porty, reaching its zenith with the assassinations
of President John F. Kennedy, Malcolm X, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
finally, Senator Robert F. Kennedy, and the attempt to murder Alabama Governor,
George C. Wallace.

A pattern of conspiracy and cover-up has begun to bleed through the
prestigious official reports and unremitting news menagemeni. As constant as time
itself, new evidence has been uncovered to support a popular theory that con=
spiracies existed to assassinate political leaders in this couniry.

The Warren Commission Report, and its critics, created something ap™
proaching an unofficial national debate cunceining ihe events sunsonding the
murder of . President John F. Kennedy. But in the case of his brother, Senator
Robert F. Kennedy, an ominous silence is only now being broken. If there was
an assassination conspiracy in Los Angeles on June 5, 1968, then the red footprints
of the conspirators can only be traced through the cover-up to the basic underlying - -
conspiracy. But before embarking on that evidentiary journey, it is relevant to
consider what is known about the zrimary conspiracy. Tho trial bogins in Dallas,

or, rathor, San Juan, Puerto Ricoi

’

e R s D s O
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-3-59) FEDERAL'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

R Tt NPTV, v S

l ‘ ' Date _12/2/63 ki
LEOPOLDO RAMOS DUCOS, Supra, advised that ANA MARIA

DEL VALLE voluntarily appecred at his office on November 26, 1963. She E

related information that MIGUEL CRUZ told her, "We killed KENNEDY and *

the next will be RAMOS DUCOS". RAMOS DUCOS had no additional ’
information concerning this statement. '

RAMOS DUCOS also related the following:

"~ RAMOS DUCOS formerly was an Organizer of Local 901, Teamsters
Union, from 1960 until March, 1962. During this period he heard FRANK
CHAVEZ, Secretary-Treasurer of that Local, mention the name of one JACK
RUBY as someone connected with Teamsters Union. ;

Sometime in about September, 1961, FRANK CHAVEZ told
RAMOS DUCOS that CHAVEZ had an appoiniment to meet RICHARD KAVMER,

a third Teamsters official whose name RAMOS DUCQOS could not recall. The
meeting was to be in San Juan, but RAMOS DUCOS could not furnish any fur=
ther details. He had neither seen nor talked to JACK RUBY who allegedly
killed LEE HARVEY OSWALD in Dallas, Tezas, on November 24, 1963.

on_ 11/26/63 at SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICA  File # DL 44-1639

by Special Agent ROYAL L. BLASSINGAME = gi Date dictated 11/27/63.
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-3-59) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 ’ Date  12/2/63-

ANA MARIA DEL VALLE, Secretary~Treasurer, Local 610,
Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union, advised on November 26, 1963,
that she is acquainted with MIGUEL CRUZ as an Organizer for Local
901, Teamster s Union, San Juan, Puerto Rica. On Friday, November - . -
22, 1963, at about 5:00 PM, MIGUEL CRUZ made this statement to ‘-’
hers "They killed KENNEDY and the second will be RAMOS DUCOS",

LEOPOLDO RAMOS DUCOS is President of Local 610, Hotel

and 'Restaurant Workers Union.

MIGUEL CRUZ made no additional- statement nor did he clarify
the statement he made to DEL VALLE. She paid no attention to this
statement because MIGUEL CRUZ always makes absurd statements to
employees of the hotels at Son Juan to either frighten them or to gain

. their support for Local 901, Teamsters Union. No other person was
* present when the statément was made by CRUZ.

on_11/26/63 ot SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICA ~ File #__ DL 44-1639
by Special Agent ROYAL L. BLASSINGAME - gi " Date dictated_11/27/63
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\) The story is picked up by the syndicated columnist, Jack Anderson, in .
A January of 1973, under the heading of "Assassination Plof." ¢
* In 1967, Puerto Rican Teamsters chief Frank Chavez allegedly 1;

flew to Washington intent on assassinating then Sen. Robert Kennedy, 3

Walter Sheridan and their prime wiiness against Hoffa, Ed Partin. 3

Kennedy's men learned of the assassination plot and asked the FBI for 3

help. They were told, however, that the FBI had no jurisdiction. In
the end, Hoffa himself dissuaded Chavez, and the would-be assassin o
docilely surrendered his pistol to Hoffa. A few months later, Chavez' =~ ~
was slain by one of his own bodyguards.

The amplification of these, and other leads, is the task of this book,
and screenplay of Sirhan Sirhan.

Before moving into the cover-up itself, the question of "Behavior
. Modification" deserves a comment. This technique — treated in depth by
Dr. Terry Kupers in the introduction, and dramatized by the authors in the
story of Sirhan Sirhan = is just now becoming undersiood as a public threat
in the 1970's, comparable fo the threat of the electronic surveillance technology

of the 1940'.

B

-

\

To this day, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan does not remember anything of the
shooting. When Sirhan was taken into custody immediately affer the shots were
fired, his eyes were dialated, and he seemed to be trembling, as if cold. Later,
when he was put under hypnosis by defense psychiairists, he exhibited the same
symptoms. At the scene of the crime, witnesses say that shortly before the
assassination, a young woman was seen whispering into Sirhan’s ear, and, after-
wards, Sirhan had a glazed, and disoriented look on his face and it appeared
that the woman (wearing a polka=dot dress!) had to actually hold him up. -
Psychiatrists agree that he was extremely susceptible to suggestion, and probably
had had experience experimenting with hypnotic states of mind.

The topic of hypnosis surfaces in many of the interviews with Sirhan
while he was in jail. The accused assassin actually stated that,

This was an assassination in the classic sense of assassina=
tions — where the assassin was — dulled ~— mentally ot the
time he commits the crime. The word assassin itself means hashish —
) hashshashin, persons who are drugged, under the influence of some
narcotic, liquor. | wasn't under the influence of marijuana, hashish,
@ or heroiri, or whatever. Just a few mirrors and a couple of shots of
'( - Tom Collins was enough to put me in that same state, mental state,
— as the ancient assassins were. . .

S EEORE S CE Vi< L TV R m A A
o TRREZER T R eTy “mﬁr;,ﬁl'{’:’n 2 YT
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"You viere planning to kill Senator Kennedy?" asked Jonathan
Perkins.

"Only in my mind." (Sirhan)

"Well that's not the only place you can plan it."

"Not to do it physically, | never thought of doing it.
I never, .1 never, | don't see myself, sir, as doing it. 1| don't
have the guts to do anything like that.”

"You -don't have the guts?*

“It's against my nature, sir, to do that."”
"Well, you did itl"

"1 did it, but | was not aware of it, sir." !

*

"To me, my whole life stopped on June 5. On June 5,
reality to me stopped right then, | guess this whole = all the time
from then, for the past year, from June 5, '68, on, is unredl. to
me, sire - | still don't believe what has happened.*

3

The following diary excerpts, with their repetitive references to murder
and money, are excerpts from Sirhan's diary, illegally taken from his bedroom by
the Los Angeles Police Department investigators after the shooting. This diary is
a classic example of what is known as "automatic writing," or writing under
hypnosis, and lends great force to the "Behavior Modification" argument that
Sirhan was programmed to kill. The diary is responsible for Sirhan's being given
a death sentence, as it proves malice and aforethought (premeditation).

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 |
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' ‘ ’ .TRANSLATION FROM ARABIC : - -

" Between the two lines, “One Hundred thousand Dollars” and “Dollars——One
: Hundreds” the words in Arabic read “he should be killed.” To the right of the
} second line appears the word “three.” Immediately below. this word appear the
. _ words “papers, papers.” ’ .

~ R .
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In 1973, students protesting a new "Center for the Study and Prevention
of Urban Violence” at the University of California af Los Angeles, leaked the
following letter from the center's director, Dr. Jolyn West, an expert in
"psychological warfare,” “Behavior modification” and "brainwashing, " written

to the Director of Health, of the Office of Health Planaing, in Sacramento,
California. . ? '
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AOROPSYTHIATRIC INSTITUTE- _
175 704 THE HEATH SCIINCES . .
15, CALZOANIA 76024 - January 22, 1973

CONFIDENTIAL

J. M. Stubblebine, M.D.
Direclor of Healtn

Ci{ice of Health Planning
State of California

714 "P" Street

Sacralmento, California 95814

Doar Stub: .

I am in possession of confidential information to the effect that the Army
is prepared to turn over Nike issila bases to state and iocal agencies
for non-military purposes. They may look wita special favor on health~
related applicatioans. '

Suca @ Nike missile base is located {n the Santa Monica Mountains,
svithin a half-hour's drive of the Neuropsychiatric Institute. It {s acces-
siole but relatively remote. The site Is securely fencad, and includes

-various bulldings and improvements making it suitable for prompt occupancy.

tnis site were made avallable to the Neuropsychiatric Institute as a re-
aren facility, perhags initially as an adjunct to the nayr Cantar for
Peavantion of Violence, wo could put it to very good use, Comparative
stucies could be carrlied out there, in an isolated but convenlent location,

of experimental or model programs for the alteration of undesirable ba-
havior., . .

Such programs might include control of druy or alcohol abuse, modification
of chronic antisocial or Impulsive aggressiveness, etc. The site could
also accommodate conferences or retreats for fnstruction of selacted groups
ol montal heelth-related professionals and of others (3.9., law enforcement
personael, parole officers, speclal educators) for whom both damonsteation

. @ad participation would bs effactive modes of instructions

My understanding is that a direct request by the Governor, or another ap-
propriate oificer of the State, to the Secretary of Defense (or, of course,
thae President) would be most likely to produce prompt results . Needlass
to say, I stand available to participata in any way that might be helpful,

cee Earl Brian, M.D.
Secretary, Health and Welfare Agency
Charles E. Young, Ph;D.
Chancellor, UCLA
Sherman M. Mellinkoif, M.D.
Dean, School of Medicine, UCLA .

Sincerely yours,

Aouls Jolyon West, M.D.
Medical Director

2
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The focus of this documentation is on the secondary conspiracy to cover=
up what really transpired on June 5, 1968, in the tiny pantry ot the Ambassador
Hotel, Los Angeles, California.

The polls in the spring of 1968 clearly showed that Senator Robert F.
Kennedy was pulling away from Richard M. Nixon-(a margin of four percentage
points and rising) in the National Presidential race. He was considered, by many,
to be the next President of the United States. Kennedy had launched a stinging
anti~war, anti-racism campaign, and was promising destruction of organized crime
and corruption within the Teamsters Union, making the RFK' platform the most
radical since 1936. The fact that Kennedy had been successful during the pri-
maries, and that the country appeared to be rallying behind him in his bid for
the Presidency, led to the message, sent to New Orleans District Attorney Jim
Garrison, supposedly by a Kennedy aide, that, "there were guns between Bobby
and the White House."

There are certain myths that have clouded the public's eye from the.
actual events that transpired that evening ai the Ambassador. First, although
there was live, national coverage of Senator Kennedy's victory speech after the
California primary, there was no actual filmed coverage of the shooting ‘itself,
(2) The pantry at the Ambassador is an exiremely small room and the actual
assassination was viewed by only a few people. Minutes transpired before mass
hysteria broke out. (3) Network newsmen concluded their coverage of Kennedy
as he walked off the stage and into the corridor. As the shooting took place,
the best source of. information were independent journalists, not hampered by
bulky equipment, or tied to a crew. But still, long periods of time passed
before there would be any ancillary information, other than the. singular point;
that Robert F. Kennedy had been shot by another lone madman.

The myth of the one lone madman Is the first fo be demystified.

On November 22, 1963, John F. Kennedy's motorcade took a sudden
and unexpected turn into Dealy Plaza, and the President's rendezvous with death.
In the cose of Robert Kennedy, a similar last minyte change of route occurred.
These maneuvers were critical to both killings., Karl Uecker, the maitre'd at the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Ambassador, and in charge of the events of the evening, recalls the last minute
switch.

"[ had to bring him down to the Ambassador ballroem which was the
next floor down, and that was behind the stage and to the left. When we came
from the stage and were mcking the left, somebody stopped us and said they had
talked to Kennedy, and said that we were going to the Press Room which was to
the right instead of the left, and this is the way to the pantry.™

hl Y

So Sirhan had been arrested and was in {ail, aond the long, drawn out
process of proving his guilt began. But shortly aofter the investigation. got off
the ground, some incredible things siarted to happen. Evidence began to dis~
appear, or was tampered with, eyewitnesses with revealing cccounis were over=

" looked and never contacted, and, in general, the immediate situation became

extremely hard to explain.

~ The evidence thaf toilows shouid be considered.forensic, in nature,
rather than conspiratorial.

In ‘chapter one, you will follow Dr. Thomas Noguchi, the Chief
Coroner =Medical Examiner of Los Angeles County, as he gives testimony that
will refute the "official” version of the assassination, -and lend credibility to
the theory of two guns. You will also follow Sirhan himself, as he challenges
the authorized account.

In chapter two, you learn the true facts concerning the competence of
the Los Angeles Police Depariment's Chief Criminal Scientific Investigator,
De Wayne Wolfer, as he builds a faulty, and false case against Sirhan Sirhan,
Wolfer's testimony leads fo the inescapable conclusion that the L.A.P.D., and
the District Attorney's office were covering=-up the truth concerning Sirhan's
involvement in the shooting.

In chapter three, you will be presented with the criminalistic truth
about Sirhan's gun, and the fatal second gun, as told by William Harper, the
famous professional criminalist of 35 -years, who was a member of the Pasadena
Police Departmenf, and an original founder of Earl Sfanley Gardner's "Court of

Last Resorts.”

In chapter four, you will read excerpts from the many interviews of
people close to Sirhan and Kennedy, also challengmg the aufhenhcnty of the
“official” report.

k= suc
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And, finally, in chapter 5, you will see diagrams and photographs of
the pantry at the Ambassador Hotel, that contradict the L.A.P.D.

California legislator Jesse Unruh, who was in the pantry during the
time of the shooting, and who helped wrestle the gun from Sirhan's death-like
grip, said, as Sirhan was being pummeled by onlookers, "Don't kill himl We
don't want another Dalls."

In reality, Los Angeles went far beyond Dallas. The behavior of the
prosecution criminalist, the propaganda and public relations techniques of the
L.A.P.D., and the D.A., and, ultimately, the cover-up itself, surpassed the
Warren Commission Report, and established a new precedent for suppressing the
truth, . B

Perhaps the major difference between Dallas and Los Angeles, is the
fact that there is a living defendant. [f Sirhan Bishara Sirhan is not a knowing
member of o annspiracy, then he can only ke guilty of attempted murder, ascault
with a deadly weapon, and discharging a firearm within the city limits; and we
must look elsewhere to level the charge of homicide.

. . ®
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The testimony of Dr. Thomas Noguchi before a Los Angeles Grand Jury
indirectly verifies the contention that there were two guns in the paniry of the
Ambassador Hotel, and aiso, the probability that the fatal bullet was not fired
from Sirhan's gun. :

From all the interviews of eyewitnesses to the assassination, Sirhan
was never placed closer than two and a half to three feet from Senator
Kennedy, and at no time was Sirhan behind Kennedy, or did Kennedy ever
have his back to Sirhan.  These facts become critical when Dr. Noguchi
testifies that not only was the fatal bullet fired from behind Senator

Kennedy, (Gunshot Wound #1)  but that the muzzle distance was only

two to three inches from the Senator's head. Later, after a more careful
examination, Dr. Noguchi estimates the muzzle range at one inch.

Q So that you would regard Wound Number 1 then as
bemg the wound that 'did cause death, is that right?

(Dr. T. Noguchi) A That's correct, sir.

Q And would you tell us what you found physiologically
by with respect to Wound Nuymber 12

o - natemico
s

.
n«.

A. The Wound Number 1 was found behind the right ear.

Q. BY MR. MINER: Doctor, from the tattooing that you
described on the edge of the ear as to bullet Wound Number 1, do you have
any opinion as fo what might have been the distance from wh:ch that bullet was
fired? .

A. " Yes, | do have an opinion, sir.
. A .
Q And what is your opinion, Doctor?

A May 1 == before | would express my opinion, |
would like to qualify myself that this area may be area called criminalistic or
firearm identification, and without having an opportunity to test the suspected
firearm, using similar cartridge and a bullet, and it will be very dsffxculf for
forensic expert to express in a distance by how many inches.

However, the position of the tattooing and the powder
on the edge of the right ear indicate that gunshot wound was. inflicted , and |
would say that the muzzlé distance was a@ == very, very close.

) Q Do you believe this was a contact wound, that is,
the muzzle was actually up against the body of Senator Kennedy?

et e e e h e h e m— . N . .
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3 A i would like to study further, since thére are -- E
: conhnuous examination must be conducted because the surgeon had removed the F

fragments of the skull, which may contain the powder. However -~

MRS EER S L

Q Let met put it this way, can you give == do you
have an opinion as to the maximum distance the gun could have been from the

Senator and still have left powder burns? How is that. Can you give us an
opinion on that? :

R

FVEIIE > IS

Al

A "Well, yes, | think so. | can express an opinion. ¥
Allowing a variation, | don't think it will be more than iwo or three inches
from the edge of the right ear.

Following Dr. Noguchi's Grand Jury testimony a bitter campaign was
launched against the internationally recognized scientist and physician to dis-
credit him and by doing so, discredit his potentially blockbusting testimony in
the case of RFK. L. S. Hollinger, Chief Administrative Officer of the Board

- of Supervisors spearheaded the drive, and eventually emerged with 56 charges
against Dr. Noguchi ranging from "the use of profdne lcnguage," to the "taking
of stimulants and depressants in combination and in excessive quonhﬂes, and by

whibiting symptems which indicate @ necd for psychisivic are.®

vy
Y
.. .
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3 CHIEYT ADMINISTRATLTIVIE OIFIMICIER - .
COUXRTY O I.OS ANGILLLES Tooe ‘
713 HALL OF ADMINISTRATION » LOS'ANGCLES 12, CALIFORNIA

. . . L - . M . . o RELMBEARS OF THE ROARD

: . - ERNESTC.0255

s . o . CHAIRMAN

. S . . . . . FRANR 0. tOnCLU

. ) - ) e . . . KENNETH HALN

5 L.S. HOLLINGER N : . RETEN . BURTON W. GHACE

CHIEP. AOMINISTRATIVE OF FICER . ' March 14, 1969 R © WARREN M.DOAN

. . 2 .

o ' 'Houo.z.'able Board of Supervisors
. =+ County of Los.Angeles R
R _3_83 Iall of Administration - =~ - - °,

Gentlemen: -~ : e -

SUBJECT: REPORT ON INVESTIGATION AND RECOMMIENDATION
’ " TO DISCHARGE DR. THOMAS T, NOGUCHI,
CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER

On March 4, 1969, your Board on my recommendation suspended

Dr., Thomas T. Noguchi from his position as Chief Medical Examiner-
Coroner for an indefinite period.not to exceed thirty (30) days. At that
tigie, you digecied e to investigate, ceport and recommend 1pp1'opv1atc
¢ ', . action within thirty days. This invesiigation is now complﬁtnd

In conducting the investigation we have confined ourselves to currcnt
events and to occurrences during Dr. Noguchi's tenure as Chief .
Medical Examiner-Coronér which began on December 19, 1267,
. Further, we have confined our investigation to those matters relating
- to Dr. Noguchi's ability to adminisier his department. We have not
) investigated his professional ability as a Forensic Pathologist. In
" fact, statements hWave been made to us by a number of people which
. would indicate that Dr. Noguchi is well qualified as a forensic pathologist.
: . PR . .
However, based upon my investigation of his fitness to conduct the duties
of his oifice as Chief Mcdical Examiner-Coroner and administer the
. responsibilities of the department, I have prepared the attached letter
of discharge and statement of reasons therefor and I now recommend

that
’ ' 1) theup to thirty (30) days suspension of Dr. Noguchi from :
- - his position as Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner as
0T : a approved by your Board on \’Iarch 4 be sustained; :
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Honorablc Board of Supervisors - -2 = “March 14, 1969 L
2. ‘and that on March 18, 1969, Dr. Thomas Noguchi be %, ‘
. permanently discharged from his position as Chief 3 1 %
‘', .~——Medical Examiner-Coroner, and from County service; A
. S . . i
e C -8. the Board of Supervisors approve the attached Lietter ) i
- of Dis charnc and Statement of Rcasons therefor; and ‘

4. instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to sign the
attached letter and to cause it to be served on Dr. Noguchi,
and to be filed with the Civil Service Commission as
required under Section 19 02 of the Rulcs of the Civil C
. Service Comnns ion, - ’ <

Very truly yours,

. . - o -»4.////"" L ,Lj-)
N S YR L S. HOLLINGER
P LT, . . Chief Administrative Officer

cc: © Each Supervisor ] . .. .
County Counsel ' o . .
Civil Service Commission ° o
Chief Mecdical Examiner-Coroner,

Attach,
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Aside from Dr. Noghuchi's Grand Jury testimony, which essentially
refuted the L.A.P.D. version of the shooting, there was another reason why
Dr. Noguchi hcd to be dealt with effectively, fired, or forced to resign. The
County Coroner had contacted Dr. Vincent Guinn, concerning the application
of a scientific technique called "Neutron Activation Analysis® to the bullets
retrieved from the assassination, which Dr. Guinn had studied for eight years
and was an authority,

This scientific analysis would determine, conclusively, if all the bullets
involved in the shooting were fired from the some gun. This technique was
utilized in the investigation of the convicted mass murderer Juan Corona in
California. A sample from a bullet found in the body of one of the dead men
was-matched, by Neutron Activation Analysis, to the bullets in Juan Corona's
9-mm. automatic pistol. This, by far, was the most damaging evidence against
Corona at his trial in which he was convicted. Dr. Noguchi, seeking the same
Neutron Activation Analysis, contacted Dr. Guinn following the assassination,
but, as Dr. Guinn states in the following deposition, he was never contacted
again by Dr. Noguchi.
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CAROL D. HECKMAN
NOTARY PUBLIC - CALIFORNIA 3
PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN  »
ORANGE COUNTY

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES o . 3 oraaL st N s b ot

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DECLARATION OF DR. VINCENT P. GUINN

I 
My name lS DR. VINCENT P. GUINN, and I am a Professoxr of
Chemlstrj at the UnlverSLty of Callfornla, Irv1ne, California.’
” II
-:I hold‘the degrees A.B. and M.S. in Chemistry from the
Univefsify of Southern California, and the thD.'in Chemistry from

Harvard University.

" 2 oo Sy

[

"I have had many years of pfofessional expefience in chem
Astry, rgéearch, and teachihg, and I have published numerous scien—
tific pépgrs,‘gs can be ascertained by perﬁsal of my attached
resume. R L .

" One of my fields of research specialty is a scientific
technique known. as Neutron Ac;lvatlon Analy51s, I have partzcularly
undertaken appllcatlon of this technlque over an eight-~year period
from 1962 to 1970, when I was on the research staff of the Gulf
Genefai Atomic Corporation, in Sén Diego, and since }970, at the
University. 1In this field, I have'authored and co~authored reports
and scientific pépers;. One of my main areas of’application of thi
technique has been in thé area.of Scientific Crime Investigationi

My forensic activation analysis studies at Gulf General Atomic

were conducted with the financial support of the United States
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My Commisuion Espiras Nov. 15, 1973 °
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uifinial AL
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~§' "the Law Enforcement Assistance Admlnlstratlon of the United
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States Department of Justmce.
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Following the June 5, 1968 assassination of Senator

RET

YRR R
RprT .

Robert F. Kennedy, (om June 7, 1968), I was contacted by the Office

of the Los Angeles County Coroner, br. Thomas Noguchi, M.D. Dr.

-

Noguchi was interested in the possibility of my applying the tech=

T YO

nique of Neutron Activation Analysis to- the bullets involved in the

PR REY
N

Robert F. Kennedy assassination. Essentially, this would have

paineg
PRI

involved -my comparing the chemical;element constituency of the

bullets removed from the spectators at the scene of the Kennedy
hom1c1de with the bullets removed from the body of Senator Robert
¥. Xennedy. the'importance~9f this test is the following:

Assuming that. the eight copper bullet casings removed

e,

TR "v,!'«""',:m#,' Hr "‘"’T-E. f"m.: e -
. e s

from the gun of Sirhan B. sirhan‘on June's, 1968, wereﬂall of one
manufacturer (indeed, I understand,'all.eight have Eeen reported
to have been made by Cascade Cartrldge Company,.all bearlng the

letter "C“ at the firing pin end of the copper jacket), the scien=- E[

tlflc presumption and scientific likelihood is that all elght if

~bullets placed in the gun by Slrhan were selected from the same
box of 50-shot capacmty 0.22 callber ammunition. Also, the scien-
"tific likelihood is that all 50 cartridges in any given box of
ammunition were produced in the same "batch" of ammunition, (in
this instance, by‘the Cascade Cartridge Company). When ammunition
is made, literally thousands of 0.22 caliber cartridges are made
from one "batch" of-bullet lead. This "batch”" would then have the

same chemical characteristics throughout the batch - that is, the
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Following the June 5, 1968 assassination of Senator

Robexrt F. Kennedy, (on June 7, 1968), I was contacted by the Office|

. : é}

{ 7| of the Los Angeles County Coroner, Dr. Thomas Noguchi, M.D. Dr. 4=
}? 8| Noguchi was 1nterested in the pOSSlblllty of my applying the tech- ?
9 nique of Neutron Actlvatlon Analysis to the bullets involved in the 3

10|l Robert F. Kennedy assassiration. Essentially, this would have

'11 involved -my comparing_the chemical-element.constituency of the

fi ’ b 121l bullets removed from.the spectators at the scene of the Kennedy
i3 . 13| homicide with the bullets removed ftom the body of Senator Robert
s the follawing:

B é% 14| F. Xennady. the 4mportnpce of this test

ans s

e

215 | . Assumlng that. the eight _copper bullet casings removed
16| £xrom the gun of Slrhan B. Slrhan on June 5 1968, were all of one
17 .manufacturer (indeed, I urderstand, all eight have been'reported
. 18] to have been‘made by Cascade Cartridge Company, all bearitg the
©.,-19 letter ch at the:fifiné pin end of'theicopper jacket), the scien-

20| tific presumption and scientific likelihood is that all eight

.2l bullets placed in the gun by Sirhai were selected from the same

22| box of 50-shot capacity 0.22 caliber ammunition. Also, the scien-

R
33
<
¥

¥

23{ tific likelihood is that all 50 cartridges in any given box -of

s

g 1Rt
NS Tl 3

@

w:24 ammunition were produced in the same "batch" of ammunition, (in
25|l this instance, by the Cascade Cartridge Compeny). When ammunition
. 26]l is made, literally thousands of 0.22 caliber cartridges are made

- , 27| from one "batch" of bullet lead. This "batch" would then have the E

e g
X

E . 28| same chemical characteristics throughout the batch - that is, the é
N . “ E
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1]l same percentages of lead and antimony, -and the same levels of var- :
2| dous other trace elements. . 7 é:
- 3 | Under the assumption that builets made by two different ;;
4 manufacturers at two different geograéhicalrlocations and two diffe:—:f
S ent_chronological times would potentially have.different chemical ;é
-6 makeups, {(and this assumption is supported by a considerable amount|- §
‘.7 rofiexperihental data), aﬁq.eseﬁmiﬁg that the bullets removed from. g
8| Senator Kennedy's body were manufaetured by a different firearms ig
-9 ﬁroddcer than those removed from the spectators at the scene of the 'tg
ﬂ 10| crime, there is an excellent probability that this technique would ;%
11| reveal appreciable differences in their respective elementdl compo-{ <
12| sitionms, if, indeed, these bullets had different origins. It was
.13 in this vein that the original contact was made to me by the Office .
14} of theiLos Ahgeles County Coroeer on June 7, 1968.
iS ‘ Following this initial contact and two subsequent ones
. 16| on September 23 and 24, 1968, I received no further contact from
17| that office, nor any request to proceed with such analysis.
he 18, ’ It is my oplnlon that the potentially highly 51gnlelcant
18- flndlngs that could have resulted from the application of this
20 powerful analytlcal tool were removed from the case of People v.
21} sirhan by the failure to have such ‘an analysis undertaken, either
22} py the prosecution or the defense.
23 | vio
24 The technique of Neutron Activation'Analysis is still .
25} quite applicablE_to'the analysis‘of bullet-lead specimens even
2| after a long passage of time. This means that today the tests may |.
. 27) still be.made on all of the slugs involved in this case, and that
_23 the results wili be exactly as‘meaningful today as they were on ‘
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: I have been contacted by Roger S. Hanson,.Attorney at - A

Law;’of Beverly Hills, California, pﬁrsuant to the possibility of --| “F

‘my undertaking these analyses at ny laborator&, and I related to :

B

Mr. Hanson that I could undertake these measurements. To do so,;'-

it is only necessary that I be allowed to remove a ninute portion

of each bullet. The tiny portlon analjzed is also not destroyed in| E

?the analytlcal procedure, and such tiny portlons can be removed

from. the bullets, such as 'to not 1nterfere in’ any way with any
" further balllstlcs analysms that mlght be undertaken.

R T .,.:-;,.;" L VIII

Lo,

'.:';'"ﬂ.' I'can analyze thése bullet spe01mens and prepare a
report covering the analyses and findings, w1th1n a perlod of four
-weeks after my recelpt of the’ spec1mens°

T 22 8

..;;::" It is my professxonal oplnlon that the foregoing analyses -
should have been undertaken in June, 1968, and still should be
undertaken at the earliest'opportunity.

——— I declare the foregoing ‘to be true under the penaltj of

perjury thJ.s QA"'aay of ﬂﬁﬁ:z:“ gﬁg ._¢ 1972, ' .

Lo ok ) D

VINCENT P. GUINN, Ph.D.

:’.““N".(I‘!\‘RE)T..E)’UE‘()?(WAQI‘?O 2 Professor of Chemistry )
b4 HOTARY PUBLIC- augggun; University of California

: PRINCIPAL OFFIC + Irvine Campus

3\ ORANGE COUNTY 3 Iizin Ca{i'f rnia .-
:omcuu..w. My Consuisica Expires Nov, 13, 1973 ° . e, 110

LI 2 2244 04 80P IS0 IOQOO0PD.
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At this point, pressure from the Board of Supervisors was mounting on -
Dr. Noguchi. Reluctontly, he agreed to resign. His last official act would be
his testimony at the Sirhan trial. As the final witness for the prosecution,
Dr. Noguchi took the stand ond began his post-morfem testimony, While under
examination by Chief Deputy District Attorney, Lynn Compton, Dr. Noguchi
explained that the buller that pierced Senator Kennedy's skull and brain was the
couse of death, and that it was fired from approximately a one inch muzzle
range. The coroner went on to_say that a second bullet, refrieved from the
fleshy part of the Senator's neck, would not have caused death.

builet entering Robert Kennedy's body was fired in a back to front trajectory,
and ot a slightly upward angle. If Sirhan Sirhan was the assassin, then Kennedy
must have had his back to Sirhan at the time of the shooting. This was the
prosecution's strategy as they drew up their “official" report. What happened
next, was that they could not get any collaboration from eyewitnesses on Kennedy
having his back turned. Even the defendant, Sirhan Sirhan, was in disagreement
with that theory. When it was poinied out to Sirhan that Kennedy did not see
" him, nor did he see Kennedy's foce until the second shot, Sirhan responded,
“f don't know about that. 1 don't know. | must have faced him. How ihe
hell else would | see him from profile?" At this point, the prosecution had iwo
choices open fo them. They could either present their theory of Kennedy with
his back turned despite whar witnesses would say,ond discredit objectionable wit-
nesses with the argument that there was so much confusion in that tiny pantry
that no one really knew what they sow, or, they could simply not iniroduce this
evidence, of the bullets coming from behind, in court. The man who would
be giving this testimony was Dr. Thomas Noguchi, ' ‘

Suddenly, Dr. Noguchi's testimony was cut short by Judge Walker who
acceded to' the defense's request that some of the "gory details” be omitted.

It was later discovered thot this enisede in court wos deloted from ?hn
courf transcript, as was other imporfont testimeny relating fo a second gun,
either by omission or misquoting. The prosecution and defense met every morning
in the judge's chambers to “correci’ the previous day's transcript.

Following his experience in the courtroom, Dr. Noguchi suddenly
realized the impact his comprehensive testimony would have on the Sichan trial.
His testimony alone would be enough to blow the case wide open. Although he
had already resigned as Chief Coroner, he withdrew his resignation and, with
the help of his atiorney, God.rcy Isacc, fought the charges in court. The
Japanese community raflied in support of Dr, Noguchi's cause, taking ouf full
@ page ads in the Los Angeles Times.
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Out of 56 charges leveled against him, the Board of Supervisors could
not convict Dr. Noguchi on a single count. The pressure being off, since his
court appearance had been successfully neutralized, Dr. Noguchi was exonerated

- and returned to his post of County Coroner.
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In the words of Dr. Noguchn, "There may be more to this story than
we know." '

" These revelations, concerning Dr. Noguchi's testimony at the trial and
the deletions from ‘the court transcript lead to serious doubts as to the sincerity
and motivations of both the prosecution and the defense in the Sirhan case. v
The District Attorney's Office of Los Angeles County had founded a murder
prosecution on the basis of Dr. Noguchi's autopsy and introduced him as a
witness for the purpose of endorsing his findings and yet Dr. Noguchi was not
allowed to express his conclusions in court. There were no objections.

The trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan was the most political murder case in the
history of Los Angeles, and, needless to say, there were many legal and profes-
sional careers riding on the swift and successful conviction of the defendant.

It is interesting to look at the positions that members of the prosecution and the
Los Angeles Police Department were elevated to following the trial.

— Tom Reddin, Los Angeles Chief of Police during the investigation of
the Sirhan case became a news commentator for Channel 5 T.V, of
a salary of $150,000 a year, $122,000 more than his job as head
of the Los Angeles Police Department.

— David Fitts, prosecutor in the Sirhan trial, was appointed to the
post of Judge of the California Appeals Court.

» = Joseph Busch, Chief Deputy District Attorney, was an mferlm appoint=
ment to the post of District Attorney.

— Lynn Compton, prosecutor in the Sirhan trial, was appointed a Judge of
the Califérnia Appeals Court.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




- == Evelle J. Younger was sworn in as Attorney General of the State of
California by Appellate Judge Lynn Compton.

Robert l-ioughfon, in charge of the investigation of the Robert Kennedy
murder, was appointed by Attorney General Evelle Younger to the post

of Deputy Director of the Attorney General's Office, Division of Law
Enforcement.

Should the real truth concerning Sirhan's role in the Robert F. Kennedy
assassination be publicly exposed, the legal and professional reputations of these
men would, by necessity, be re-evaluated and a situation not unlike Watergate
would develope where the cover-up of the crime (the crime of not exposing the
truth in this matter) approaches the crime itself.
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At the time of the assassination, De Wayne A. Wolfer was acting head
of the Los Angeles Police Department Scientific Investigation Crime Laboratory.
Wolfer's function, within the crime lab, was to determine and prove that the
fatal bullet, as well as the bullets reirieved from the other victims, ‘were, in
fact, from the same gun. On the witness stand, aided by a series of enlarge-
ments of ballistic comparison photomicrographs, Wolfer proceeded to testify that
his research led to the singular conclusion that the bullet retrieved from Senator
Kennedy's right armpit (the bullet that actually killed Kennedy was too badly damaged
for a convincing comparison to be made), the bullet from victim Mrs. Ira Goldstein,

_and the bullet from victim Mr. William Weisel, were fired from the same weapon. o

This testimony, from a top ranking L.A.P.D. criminalist, was fatally
damaging to Sirhan's case; testimony that Sirhan would never come out from under.

A closer look, however, at the actual testing and research performed in
the police lab reveals some startling evidence concerning Wolfer's qualifications
ond competence as a scientific investigation, as well as a new perspective on
the sense of responsibility and motivation of the Los Angeles Police Department
‘and the office of the District Atiorney. )

In the course of his invastigation, Wolfar violated <ix of the most essen—

_tial precepis involved in firearms identification; steps absoiutely critical to any
successful (honest) identification of weapon(s) used in o crime. These six precepts

ares

Precept (1)  The posiﬁ;/e‘ identification of an evidence bullet as having
been fired from a particular gun and no other must be based on a comparison of
the evidence bullet with a test bullet recovered from the same evidence gun and
no other. :

0\*‘;\ o T o

‘Precept (2) The most accurate and relioble determination of the
approximate distance between muzzle and victim (excluding contact) based on. -
powder pattern distribution must be made with the actual evidence gun and no
other. It is also important to use the same make and type of ammunition,
preferably from the same batch or lot number. (When the evidence gun is not
available, a similar gun may be used but the validity of the test is always
more questionable.)
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Precept (3) The land and. groove dimensions (part of the rifling speci=
fications) may be identical or nearly identical between different firearms
manufacturers.
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: @ Precept (4)  Very similar copper coatings are used on many different
makes of lead revolver bullets.
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{ - Precept (5) CLASS CHARACTERISTICS as shown by the rifling |
" impressions on a fired bullet play absolutely no role in the identification of o
3§ such a bullet as having been fired from one particular gun ouf of the entire. - :
' world population of guns having the same class characteristics. ; ;
3 AN
Preceg.f (8) ) A single .land of the rifling of a firearm can produce i;
% only one land impression on a fired bullet. E’
‘ One such major violation occurred when the test-fire bullets that % |
i Wolfer used in his comparison with those bullets taken from the victims were i
¥ not fired from the defendant's gun, but from another gun "similar" to the one ¢
§ used by Sirhan. This is in complete violation of precept (1) listed above.
During the trial, when asked to explain this discrepancy, Wolfer replied,
] "esss we did not moke that exacting a determination,™
“ : This understatment becomes even more ridiculous in light of the fact
“3 that all Wolfer needed to do was request a court order for Sirhan's gun, which
5 was in the possession of the Grand Jury, to perform the necessary and critical
: tests, By not using the defendant's gun (an Iver-Johnson/22caliber/cadet model/
4 revolver, Serial #H53725), but a similar Iver=Johnson (Serial 7H18602), the
3 ‘ only gun that can be scientifically placed at the scene of the crime is the
o s sybstitute cun and not the aciual gun used in the shooting. :

How the L.A.P.D.'s chief criminalist, and the prosecution could then
conclude that the bullefs involved in the assassination were, in fact, fired from
= | the same gun is simply beyond explanation. Approximately one month after the
s 0N assassination, the gun used for the comparison test=shots (¥ HI8602) was reported
destroyed by the Los Angeles Police -Department. This fact will become sub=
stantial later ons .

: In sum, Mr. Wolfer violated all six of the firearms identification,

| precepts held sacred by professional criminalists; an overwhelming figure; and
one can only speculate how many other court appearances this man has made in
q. his career where his testimony has been so infested with inconsistencies.

One such case was the Jack Kirschke trial, where, again, Mr. Wolfer

- played a star role for the prosecution. When Sirhan was arrested after the
=18 : shooting his personal effects included a newspaper article about the Kirschke
| case. On the same night, and throughout his incarceration in Los Angeles he

HEARd
i

questioned investigators, lawyers, and officers about the case. It seemed that
Sirhan was exiremely interested in the Kirschke story. Later, the same lawyer
that represented Kirschke came forward to defend Sirhan.

O
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At the Kirschke trial, Wolfer had essentially the same task as in the
y Robert Kennedy killing; to prove that bullets from the same gun (Jack Kirschke's)
killed both the victims, Mrs. Kirschke and Mr. Drankham as they lay in bed
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together. He accomplished this by employirg a single land impression on the . -

Sheriff's test-bulletr to identify iwo different land impressions on the "Drankham"
bullet, thus violating precept (8). Similarly, another tactic engaged by Wolfer -
was to utilize "class characteristics” of fired bullefs in a positive identification »
of a weopon. Clearly, a violation of precept (5). -° 3

Wolfer's career of tampering with evidence, possible perjury, and
. general incompetence certainly did not begin wiih the Sirhan case.

In May, 1971, De Wayne Wolfer was still acting head of the Los
Angeles Police Department's Scientific Investigation Crime Loboratory, but
looming in the near future was his permanent appointment as head of the de-~
partment. OFf those concerned over Wolfer's imminent new title and authority,
Barbara W. Blehr, o Los Angeles aitorney, rose to the occasion and initicted a
campaign to block Wolfer's appointiment by the Civil Service Commission.

Ms. Blehr's first action was to contact the General Manager of the
Personnel Department. She drofted a letter outlining in detail the specific .
complaints against Wolfer, and requested a hecring before the Civil Service '
Commission. Wolfer countered with o slonder suit against Ms. Blehr. The
cose is still in litigation. Wolfer, and the L.A.P.D., It would seem, have
chosen not to quarrel over the issuz of Wolfer's appointinent and have trans=
ferred him to another city. One would think that the L.A.P.D. would wholely
support.one of their most respected scientific investigators and strive to clear
his name and rcpumhon in light of sthis attack, as he was cbout to be appomfed
to the post of the city's highest ranking criminalist,

The following is a lefter from Marshall Houts, Edifor-in=Chief of
Trauma Magozine, to Attorney General Younger regarding Wolfer:
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MEDICINE, AWATOMY AND SURGERY.

- 313 Emerald Bay

" MARSHALL HOUTS T
Leguna Beach, Gallfornia 92651
5 . (g 86

Editor-~In.gblef

Lol
_ 4. Saturdey - Jene 26, 197X
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL . - - =% “Fes’s o o
L e T
Hon, Evelle J. Y ounger, Attorney Gemeval™ "~ 7.1 . -
State of California N - P A L .
California State 0ffice Building e T et
217 W. 18t Street T
Los ingeles, Californla 90012 SR L S S
" .+, -+ . Be: DEWAYNE WOLFER SRR
) - L. Ae Po D, Crims Laboxabory
Doar Ev: ' ' ' I '

- .

This 4s an elaboration of our discussion last night at Eob
Pallertonis, 7 . ‘ . .

" As I 4ndicabted then, I have no personzl intercst in this mat-
tor, but do have & deop ccademic and professional concern over
Wolferis horrendous blunders in tho past and those he will comald

. in the futuro if he continuss on in his present assigmuent. X

am also concerned that you and the present District Attorney stand
& strong chance of getting burned by Wolferis wmlsdirected hyper-
enthuslastic procedures end testimony, ’

I Jmow all of ths wen who havo stepped forwgrd to speak in
this prosent clvil service proceeding. Ther sre all men of greab
inbogrity and professicnal competence whose sole concern is in
elevating the fiold of c¢riminalistics to a profossionasl status
(CRIMINALISTICS: Tho colleation, prescrvation and eveluation of
trace ovidence (macroscopic and microscopic) whilch cun be used to
1ink an individual suspect to o specific erime. Treditionally, it
includes fingoerprints, tool marks and fircarms idontification. the

- analyscs of blood, halx, soils, peints, fibors and fobrices, glass,

tire and other prints, photogranhy, the mabtehing of physical vieccs,
and natural ond nan-mado products of any typo that can vossibliy loci
the porpetrator to the scene of his erime. Tho “technligues ouployod
havo beon wet chemistry, ovtics, thin platec and gas chronatography,
microscopy,.spoctrography, spectrophotography end, more recently,
neutron activatlien cnalyaes, X-radiatlion proecodurcs and othor spine-
offs from MASA and the Dopartment of Dofense technology)e

-
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The Idea that these men who are national leaders in criminal-
Istlcs are out to “get" Wolfer bocause of motlves of "professional
Jealousy™ is totally agbsurd. They are deenly grieved over his

-uneonscionable antlics since these bring discredit to their profes-

sion, just as you and I 'resent shyster tactics by a member of the
bar that reflect adversely on us as lawyers. ) ’

»  Jf ever the cliche “more to be pitied than censured" has viabil-
ity, 1t doos In this case. Wolfer suffers from a groat inforioxity
complex for which ks compensates by giving the polico exactly what
they need to ovtain a conviction., He casts objectivity to the winds
and violates every baslc tsnet of forensic sclence gnd prool by

‘becoming a crusading advocate., This is rationalizod as being entiroly

logitimate since the accused is gulilty anyway which maltes the sociel

.objoctive worthy of the means required to obtailn it., The problems

of this philosophy, as you well Imow, are many and grave, notv tho
least of which is that the prosecutor is led down the primrose path
to chagrin and ombarrassmont when the follles of the charlatan arse
subsoquently wncovered, . ' :
Unfortumatoly, there are meny Wolfers in this broad arsg of
foronsic science. Thore are no minimum standards for employment
(oxcopt In a comparatively few of the larger crime laboratorios
in the cowtry) which msans that a poorly trained mon without
oxporicnco or lntegrity cen 805 tuwibell W as an “experit”; end hs
is off and rumming. There is also no denyinz one of the basic facss
of lifo in the law enforcement field: +the pressurses on ths crinmin-
alist by the police axm to give them what thoy need to make their
cases, are gubstantlal,

"X will not elaborate on the detalls of the three casss under
considsration by the ¢ivil service board (Sirhan, Kirschko and Torry)
othor than fo,say that real experts of integrity who have examinsd
portions or all of the ovidsnce are aoppalled at what Wolfor did.

(X will be glad to discuss Shese cases with you 4if you wish), X
wnderstond thet there are at least four other criminal cases and two
civil ones which have already comeo to light since the Wolfor matter
roceived publicity. There sre undoubtedly many others which nave
been subjected to his hypersnthusisstic, unscientiflc approach.

The acute problem, of course, is what to do now with the current
crisls, both from the standpoint of abstract and practlcal justico,
and from tho perspective of how you end the presont D, A, can come

avay undamegod politically. I have two suggostionse.

Wolfer should be encouraged to go into retiremont for which he is
oligible. This is the only way I know to holp tho presont turmoil to
fade away., No one wants his scalp yof, although I lmow somo lauyers
who say they will accuse him of perjury and institute ovory lav suit

. . {
. ‘ - |
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possiblo agsinst every possible party defendant if ho does receive
pormuancnt civll service status. His potential damage end ombarrass-
ment In fubture .cases willl be greatly magnified if he roceives the
vote of confidence the sppointment will give him,.

Secondly, I would suggost that you consult wlth George Roche
who heads your own crime laborastory in Sacramento. Rocho is a
gownd criminalizt, David @, Burd worles under Rocho and 13 recognized
a3 a top firvearms identificeabtion spocialist Throughout the country.
Ist Burd and whosver else he suggests look at all this ovidonce darse
Tully, and thon advise you oxactly whaat Wolfor has perpetrated in
these three and aony other cases that come to light., DBy all msans,
don't lot a group of police "experts® in fireerms Identification, who
might be suggested vo the civil service board by Wolfer, givoe YWoller
a coat of whitewashe This can't possibly do you or anyone else any
good at all,
Thirdly, and psrhaps most ixportantly, you can saivage somothing
substantial and affirmstive Irom the situation by appointing the {irst
Criminelisctics Reviow Board in the country. This would be composed of
goms of tue national loaders in tho £1eld who are here in California,
men like Jack Cadmon, Head of the Sherifi'ts Crime Laboratory, Crango
County, Anthony Longhetti, Head of the Shorifi’sg Crime Laboratory,
San Bernardino Countvy, Wayne A. Burgess, Head of tho Districs
- Attornoyta Divigion of Tnvastigation, San Digpgo Lountr, Jobn Davis,
lead of the Crims Leboratory, Calklend Police Dopartmen®, and Lowsll
Bradford, Head of the District Attornoy's Crims Laboratory, Santa
Clara County. There are othors, bus this is an excellent nuclcus
Irom wilch to bogin. .

" If any guestion arises in the £isld of criminalistics, it can bo

voforred to this Board for znalysis and opinion. Tho Attorney General
or District Attornoy (from any county in the stete) can act with
confidonce on the recormiendations of this Board. By waey of specific
oxemple, 3T the eyidence in %he three questioned casos, (Sirhw,
Kirschke and Terry) had been. submittved to tho Board befors trial, I
am sure thabt it could have been straightonod out veflore trial so that
the. D. A.'s hand would have been strengthoned, or the police would
have been told to redirect their investigations into other channols,
wr time unduly so I wontd oxmand

¢s Roviow Bosrd wnless you

>

Q

)
. yr g0 > da o< e

sprong alfirmative flrsi for

v

I do not wish to lmpose on yo
upon this councept of the Criminaiisti
wish it. I do think thst 1t can be a
you that can have an oxcellent substan
rosults. .

Pepiinsasi it

ive as woll as political

I'11 be glad to run in and talk to you about those matiors
if you wish. If I can-do anything else for you, ploase let no

. . Jmow.
8 o S

. ’ . !

Sincerely yours,

(signed)} MARSK
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The following is a copy of the initial letter written by Barbara Blehr,

S
ZRWNTY

including the statements of national and internationally renowed criminalists .
all endorsing the mandatory utilization of the six precepts as they relate to -
- firearms identification. In addition, the legal brief submitted by Ms. Blehr to :ff
the Superior Court of the State of California for the County of Los Angeles in her E |
own defense of Wolfer's slander suit. ‘ . zé
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¥rs, Murriel M. Moxse . <0

. ‘ Precept gl} The positive ideatifiication of an evidence bullg

as having been rired irxom a particular guan and no other must be based d
s.- - & comparison of the evidence bullet with a test bullet recovered £rom ¢
' same evidence gun and no other.

.. the approximace ciscance between muzzle and victim (excluding centact)

DARBARA WARNER BLEHR .
ATTOANKY AT LAW .
e  @DE SOUTH SPaING BTRECY - -
MO8 ANGTLLS, CALIZONNIA DOOID
. YeLTrnong uu;o:«uu

General Manager Pe:sonnel Depc.
Civil Service Commission . . .
Rooa 400, City Hall South .,
Los Angeles, California

. Re' Appomtme‘xt of De Wayne A. Wolfer . e~

-Dear Mrs, Morse: .- . .
A request is hereby made by the undersigned for a hearmg
“before the Civil Service Commission &s_to.the quaiifications of che
above named person to act as nead of the Los Angeles Police Department
Scz.ent:.u.c Iavestigation Division Cxime Laboratory.

® -

: It is my understanding that Mr, Wolfer is now acting head oa
a temporaxy basis for said Labora._or,' .a'ld that his appointment is due
to become final July lst. My beiief that Mr. Wolier is conpm‘.exy
unqual:.u.ed for the position is supported by the following considexatig

: (1) .Lhere are numerous fundamental precepts upon which the
science of firearms identification is based. All criminalists and
firearms examiners- must aoide by the pracepts and discipliines of their
rofession. Six of these precepts, wnich Mr. Wolfer has violated, are
isted below: L. :

Precept (2) The most accurate and reliable determination of

based on powder pattera distribution must be made withn the actual .
evidence gun and no other. It .1ls also important TO usSe tne same Zaxe
and type of ammawiition, p..eferaa;y from the same batch or Lot number.
. (When the evidence gun 1s not available, a similar gun may be used but
the valz.dz.t:/ oi the [test is alwvays x.-.oze qhes»lOuolD‘Leo)
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¥rs. Murriel M. Morse®
Pagc Two .
Mny 28 1971

IR Pracept (3) The land and groove dimensions (part of the
) rxflxng speciiicacions) may be -oenc;cal or nea:ly identical between

_different firearms manufacturers.

¥ Precept (4 Very similar copper coatings are used on mcny
,.. dxfferen: maxes or read revolver bullets,

Precept (5) CLASS CHARACTERISTICS as shown by the rifling
-dmpressions on a Ifired bullet play absolutely no role in the &Geﬂui‘
flcaclon oi such a bullet as haviag been fired from one parcicuia
out of the eatire world population of guns having the same CLaSS
‘tharacteristics.

Precept (6) A single land of the rifling of a firearm can
,produce only one iand impression oa a' fired bullet,

These precepts are expressions of basic common sense and are
universely acccpted They are_truisms in the same sense, for example,
that the assertion "a sxngle biade of a plow can cut only one furrow
ag -it moves over the ground' is a truism., The violations
precepts by Mr. Wolfer will be pointed ouc briefly in two
cases aoscracgcd herewith. :

< -

{2) CASE NO. 1. (SCi A222633) In this case Mr, Wolfer
testified he hac made a positive identif
as the murder weanon. In making this Ldentification ¥r. Wolier
in evidence enlargements of ballistic comparison photomicroprapns o
support his testimony. A very thorough study of these photograpns and

the evidence bullets disclosed, however, that Mr. Wolfer had matched a
. single land impression on the test bullet with W0 differeat land
impressions 120 degrees apart on the fatal bullet. This amounts to
saying that & single blade of & plow cuts TWO fuxrows in the ground
Jover winlch it moves - an obvious 1mpooS¢DlllCY. liis procedurec and
ftestimony dre thus a clear-cut VL0185101 oL rLcepc (6) and complictely
invalidages the ideatification o~ the ne;endanc 8 gun as the murder
Weapon.

(5) by 11d1c«t*ng certain

"Mr. Wolfer also VlOlut&d Precept
of "matching" between

CLASS CHARACTERISTICS as part of the proof
: test and fatal bullects. .

His testimony cowbzned ‘with his very esoteric photographic
manipulac;ous lubel his wor& in Cnls znstance nothing but pLLJu“y.

z gun
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