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_FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - Date __6/26/68

, MILTON BERLE, Actor, in care of William Morris
Agency, Incorporated, 151 El1 Camino, Beverly Hills, Californfé,
telephone number BR 2-4111, telephoned SA LESLIE F. WARREN in
response Tc SA WARREN's attempt. to contact hinm.

Concerning the assassination of Senator ROBERT F.
KENNEDY, Mr. BERLE said he had attended the Senator KENNEDY
campalgn party on the evening of June 4, 1968 and the morning
of June 5, 1968. He, at the time of the shooting of Senator
KENNEDY, was in the KENNEDY suite on the fifth floor of the
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles watching the NBC cameras
monitoring the crowds in the Embassy Roow. It was not a live
monitor. . He did not witness the shooting or the immediate
aftermath. He had not observed any one resembling SIRHAN
SIRHAN or any one suspicious. Consequently, he said he had
no information which wight be of assistance in this matter.

AY

6/20/68 Los Angeles, California’ . Los Angeles 56-1556
On at File #

-— —

- . o Q
by SA LESLIE F. WARREN/clp Date dictated 6/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusi'ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date

5/40/573

Mr. JAMES (JIMMY) BRESLIN was interviewed at
Gallagher's Steak House, 228 West 52nd Street, New York,
New York. He stated that he urites for several newspapers
throughout the United States and that his agent is the
Sterling Lord Literary Agency, 75 Tast 55th Street, New York,
New York. He resides at 52 Deepdene Road, Forest Hills,
New York.

Starting on March 17, 1968, he covercd several
of Senator ROBHRT KENNEDY's Presidential campaign trips.

' _ During the evening of June L, 1968, he was in the
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, California, when Senator
KENNZDY made his victory speech. The #mbassy Room in which
Senator KENNEDY made his speech was very crowded so BRESLIN
went to the press room which was near the fmbassy Room and
watched the speech on television. .

When the speech ended an individual, he thinks was
DICK DRAYN.: of Senator ROBERT KENNEDY's staff, appeared at
the door of the press room and said that Senator ROBIRT
K3NN:DY was on hig way to the press room. Senator ROBERT
KENNZEDY after his spesches made it a habit to visit the
presgs room and talk to the press.

BRESLIN went to the door of the press room to wave
to Scnator ROB:IRT KiNNiEDY. He did not see Senator ROBiRT
KfNNEDY, but while at the dooruway he heard what at first he
thought was a kitchen tray drop to the Tloor. It _was a .
shot and therewere three or four more. At the most, BRESLIN heard
" four or five shots. People were running and screaming and .
BRIESLIN ran towards where the sound of the shots came from.

Many persong in ths crowd were screaming. These
people wers to BRESLIN's left. Senator ROBIRT KINNEDY was
lying to BRESLIN's left. Ih the immediate vicinity was PAUL
SCHRADE, also lying on the floor.To BRESLIN's approximate right
was BILL BARRY of Senator ROB:ERT KENNEDY's staff.

-~

On 6/19/68 .t New York, New Yorik

File 4 __ NY 44-1640
SA FRANCIS L, CASHIN and . o .
by __ SA JOSEPH Z, HINZHAN/np Date dictated 6/20/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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_ BARRY had someone by the arm which was extended
up and which hand held a black barrel pigtol. The hand
with the pistol then went down onto a table. Someone wasg
jumping on the table. The hand holding the gun dropped it
and then something happened and the hand again picked up
the gun. ROSIZ GRIAR then threw a male on a table and held
him down and grabbed the male by the arm. BRESLIN then sauw
the person on the table for the first time. It was SIRHAN
SIRHAN. At this moment ROSIE GRIER was holding the gun in
his, GRIER's, left hand.

At approximately this time GEORGE PLIMPTON had
SIRHAN by his head; WARRIN ROGERS had his left leg; and
RAFZR JOHNSON was grabbing his hand.

BRESLIN was of the impression at the time that
the gun was still loaded and he tricd to get it away from
ROSIE GRIIR, GCRIFR would not release the gun. RAFER
JOHNSON then asked GRIZR for the gun and GRIER gave the
gun to JOHNSON.

BRESLIN, standing very close to SIRHAN and being
face to face with him, asked him twice, "Why did you have to
do it?" SIRHAN's eyes were rolling and he did not answer.
SIRHAN then tried to thrash around with his legs and body,
but those holding him kept him secure.

After SIRHAN SIRHAN was secured by BARRY, JOHNSON,
GRIFR, PLIMPTON, and ROGZRS, and being held by GRIZR,
JOHNSON, PLIMPTON and ROGERS, BILL BARRY went to Senator
ROBERT KCNNEZDY. BROSLIN occasionally looked over at Senator
ROBERT KENNEDY. :

The police then arrived and SIRHAN was turned over
to them by GRIZR, JOHNSON, PLIMPTON and ROGZRS.

BRESLIN stated that he did not see the actual
shooting and that he had not seen SIRHAN before this. He
saw no one in a polka dot dress.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BRESLIN has since heard several reports concerning
the shooting. One was that DICK TUCK of Senator ROBLRT
KiINNZDY 's gtaff chased SIRHAN off the platform twice and
another that DICK HARWOOD of the Washington Post actually
saw SIRHAN shoot Senator ROBERT KiNN.LiDY.
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PERSON INTERVI BRESLIN, Jemes DATE/TIME 7-30~68 4:30 PM

-

SEX M RACE ¢ HAIR prn EYES Brn HT 5-9 WF 225 DOB 10=17-29

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 52 Deepdene Rd.: Forrest ¥ills,Queens PHONE (212) 793-1885

NY

BUSINESS ADDRESS 75 West St. N. Y. City ' PHONE (212) 944-9000

INFORMATION: (WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE , WAY & HOW)

BRESLIN is a reporter for the New York Post, and traveled with
Kennedy, beginning in March, 1968. :

He was in the Colonial Room during the speech, and just opening
the kitchen doors as the shots were fired.

BRESLIN did not know of an announced press conference. He states
that Kennedy always went to the press room, and spoke with the
writing press. BRESLIN states there were not many people in the
Colonial Room at the time of the shooting. He states "a half
dozen." BRESLIN heard & or 5 shots and ran into the kitchen.
The q@ﬁﬁd ran toward him and there was a great -deal of confusion.
_He saw Sirhan, the gun waving around, a fight for the gun. People
were ducking and running, Kennedy was down and BRESLIN found hin-
self beside Sirhan. Bill BARRY was holding Sirhan and Rafer
JOHNSON had.the gun. BRESLIN saw the gun, the hand and the susp.
face, but cannot establish that Sirhan actually was holding the
_gun. BRESLIN remembers Warren ROGERS (I=1021) holding Sirhan's
legs, but does not .remember his own actions in the kitchen. He
can ID Sirhan. BRESLIN assisted in holding back the crowd until
Kennedy was removed, then went to the hospital. Within a half
hour after the shooting, someone was making inguiries about a
woman in a polka dot dress. BRESLIN did not see such a woman
and has not heard of anyone who has. He was interviewed by
Frank CASHION, FBI New York Office. He did not have a camera.
_He wrote a story for the New York Post. He did not see Sirhan
prior to the shooting. ‘

Persons at the Hotel include:

S

SﬁDALEY, Charles - University of Chicago L-/78¢
[ SHERIDAN, Walter - NBC News _/=/987

BRESLIN had been invited to the party at "The Factory” after
the speech. This invitation was extended by Kennedy, while
they were on the 5th floox of the Hotel.

(Con't) @lg

kw/8~6-68 P;u
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BRESLIN - Continued

On 6-4-~68 at approx. 3:30 PM, BRESLIN observed two young people
(Hippies) passing out orange and black bumper stickers, which
stated, in effect, "Expose Kennedy Death Hoax." He brought

this to the attention of Moxrt GOODMAN, Hotel Public Relations;
who took care of the situation. BRESLIN confirms earlier reports
that these stickers referred to John KENNEDY, not Robert Kennedy.

BRESLIN states there were never any serxious complaints from the
press, that Kennedy gave them all a faix shake. He discounts
any story that Kennedy made a last minite decision to have a
press conference to appease anyone.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 ) ' Date 6/12 /68

CAESER. CEAVEZ, Director, United Farm Workers Organ-
121nf Committee, AFL -~ CIO, office address, 102 Albany qtrea’c
DCTano, California, railing address, Post Office Box 130,
Delano, California, was 1n4e¢v1emed in Room number 6, of the
Travelodge Motel, Indio, California, at which time he furnished
the following information:

Mr. CHAVEZ last saw and personally talked with Senator
ROBERT F. KENNEDY in March, 1968.

On the evening of June L, 1963,Mr. CHAVEZ wag going to
see ROBERT F, KENNEDY and after the polls closed CHAVEZ left
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee Headquarters, S0 East-
man, Los Angeles, California, with Father LUCE of the east
cide parish of the Episcopal Church. Mr. CIAVEZ arrived at the
Ambassador Hotel with Father LUCE, 200 workers from his organi-
zation and a Mariachi Band. ’

My, CHAVEZ stayed at the Ambassador Hotel approxi-
mately one hour leaving at about 11:00 p.n. without seeing
Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY. He left as his wife had not been
able to come to the affair and he was feeling tired due to a back
injury. Prior to leaving, Mr. CHAVEZ tolé one of hig associates
RUDY AMADA to tell the others he had left

My . CHAVEZ departed with Fathers LUCE and GARBER of
the Episcopal Church and they took him by his home where they
picked up Mrs. CHAVEZ and then proceeded to the eastside campaign
headquarters for RICHARD CALDERON, a candidate foxr State Senate.
CHAVEZ was there approximately ten or fifteen minutes when
Senator ROBERT KENNEDY came on television and gave his victory
speech. Mr. CHAVEZ watched this speech with his wife, HELEN
CHAVEZ and the others at CALDERON's campaign headquarters.

CAESER CHAVEZ stated that he had seen photographs of
SIRHAN SIRHAN in the newspaper and on television and did not lknowu
him. He did not see SIRHAN at the Ambassador Hotel. He stated
he has had no argument with Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY

On 6,/'1 1,/63 at —Indio, California ___File# _Tos Anceles 5A-156

~

by SA_THEODORE HINDERAKER/nmb Date dictated L £/12 /68

This Jocument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -
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or the KENNEDY organization at any time. He added he can
furnish no information regarding the shooting of Senator
KENNEDY .

Mr. CHAVEZ stated that on June 10, 1968, while stop-
ping at his union headquarters in Los Angeles at 806 Eastman,
one BILI, CHANDLER commented that he (CHANDLER) knew SIRHAN SIRHAN
or had gone to school with him in Pasadena, California. BILL
CHANDLER is affiliated with CHAVEZ in his labor movement and
was at the Ambassador Hotel on the night ROBERT F. KENNEDY was
shot. CHANDLER resides at 2827 Winters, Los Angeles, California,
phone 262-5479. ,

1o e s———c— 4t + e ro——
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JAMES CHARLES EVERS,

.
vers,

Ev Negro male,

- 0f the Nat C‘Hc‘i. A.)
‘Colored T -0“]@ (1A,
Office, 1077 nch
EVERS \70’.3 advi é
Agents and of th

AL BUP‘:/\U OF INVESTIGATION

Date 5726768

&8 Cnarlwu
Mississippi Chapter

also known
Fielg Durector,

socigtion for the Advancement of
ACP) ,waas contacted ai the NAACP
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Mr,

of the identities of the LDLQVVICNLD¢
nature of the inquiry.

He advis *d in the Spring of 1968 he was

appointed Co-chgirman of the Rooﬂr“ ¥. Keunedy for

President Com.ictee in Mississippi. He also campaigned

_foxr Sengtor ROBERT ¥, KENNEDY in the State of Califocrnis

during part of Msy and the first week of June, 1968. While

in Los Angeles, Californisa, Céxpaigﬂin” for the late Senator .

(ENNEDY Mr, EVERS said he resided in the Ambassador Hotel

in Los Angeles. He said during the victory rally for the

‘late Senator KENNEDY held in tizEmbassy Ballroom on the

late evening of June 4, 1968, he.was in the vicinity of the

televigion cameras at the time Sengtor KENNEDY left the hall

‘to go through the serving kitchen to another room near the

Embassy Reom. He said he heard a loud ''pop' and saw the

commoition of people going toward the sexving kitchen; however,

he was not in e position to cbserve the late Senztor KENNEDY _
T Béing shot or 'ho'éssé§5iﬁ"55555iﬁg“ﬁiﬁfm" T

Mr. EVERS said hc has observed photographs of
13 P
the alleged assassin, SIRHAN B, SIRHAN, in many magazines,
neyspapers and on Le]ov gsion and to his knowledge he had
never seen SIREAN prior to seeing his picture in various
edia after Senator KENNKEDY was assassinated. ‘
Mr. EVERS said he cannct recall seeing SIRHAN
the Ambassador Hotel on the night of June 4, 1968, or
On 9/26/68 ., Jackson, Mississippi pile 4 Jackson 56-94
SA THOMAS FI PATRICR & /
A BAROLD M. RATCHFORD:TYF/pdb : . 9/26/68
by SA. \ROLD M LATCHE /,_J t Date dictated /

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRI.

your agency; it and iis contents are

not to be distributed outside your agency. -

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned {o
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on any previocus date. He does not know SIRHAN and does not
know anyone who knows SIRHAN, ‘

Mr. EVERS said no information has come to his
attention concerning eny possible conspiracy regavding

the aSS&S°L.»thn of Senator KENNEDY,

AW

Mr. EVERS said after Senator KENNEDY was assas-
sinated he renmazined in Les Angeles until the body was ‘
removed to New York and then to Washington. He attended the
funeral ceremonies in Wew York and Washington immediately
after leaving TL.os Angeles.

Mr. EVERS ncted that whil

) tha e in the Ambassador
Eotel in Los Angeles he was registered in a rvoom by himself;
however, he speni quite g bit of his time while at the
hotel in the Senator Kemnedy suite at the hoi

A
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: FRANKENSEIMER, John DATE/TIME 7-18-6§% 3:;15 PM

|

" oa

SEX M RACE Cauc HAIR Brn EYES Brn HT 6-3 WT 180 DOB 2—19-30

a3 ag : | ‘ 7
e - H

Y\ ) ) 7
Ui : : Lot - P

B
CHECAED . L
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 22400 Pacific Coast Hwy; Malibu PHONE 456-8026

‘
BUSINESS ADDRESS MGM PHONE 836-3000

In Kansas on Location Phone (316) MU 52740
iNFORMATION: (WHO,WHAT,WHEN,WHERE,WHY & HOW)

Mr. FRANKENHEIMER is a producer for MGM and was contacted by phone
in Wichita, Kansas where he will remain until mid-September (Phg-
778-1192 & 685-2740). o ) .

PN
W p———— v =

“ ¥r. FRANKENHEIMER states that ﬁggggggwgg@gggmggwQggwpggaawgggﬁthag
he drove Kennedy to the Ambassador. e arrived at the Hotel at
-apprd%. ~Ei05 PM and went to the suite Kennedy reserved. ir. FRANK-
ENHEIMER and Steve went downstairs to the Embassy Room about 5
winutes before Kennedy. The route Mr. FRANKENHEIMER took to the
Embassy Room took nim through the kitchen and he states that at
that time he Gidn't see anyone in the kitchen. During the speech i
he was standing behind the right door of the stage and watched it :
on a TV. HApprox. 5 minutes before Kennedy finished his speech, . .

; Mr. FRANKENHEIMER states a male visibly shaking p shed him (FRANK-’
ZNHEIMER) and stated, "Get out of my way". Mr. FRANKENHEIMER states
‘that his first reaction was to get mad but he disregarded the iancid-
ent. FHe then saw the male walk behind the stage and make a right P
turn which would put the male going the the direction of the kitchen..
Mr. FRANKEWALIMER describes this male as M/unk descent. early 20's
dark bushy hair, wearing a blus sweater. Mr. FRANKENHEIMER nas
seen pictures of Sirhan but feels he could not ID this male if he
saw him again and therefore doesn't know if this male was Sirhan
or not. S . c

R T

ile does not recall seeing any woman in a polka dot dress. i did »
not have a camera. il has not been contacted by the FBI. . o ¥

e has made one statement to a female reporter from a Santa Monica
paper and it appeared in the 6-5 edition of the papex. Other numerous
reporters have attempted to contact him but he would not give any
statements. - = LAt e : - BRI

I3

Ho persons seen at the Hotel.gftffi?EHﬁﬂ,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

6/14/68

1+

Date

Colonel JOHKN H. GLENN, Room 1001, Sheraton Boston
Hotel, advised that he was an aide in the campaign of Senator
ROBERT - KENNEDY in the California primary election. He stated
that he was in an upstairs suite at the Ambassador Hotel in

" Los Angeles, California, when Senator KENNEDY was shot in the

early morning of June 5, 1968. Colonel GLENN stated he did -

not see the captured gunmnan on that occasion nor did he recognize
SIRHAN B, SIRHAN from phobograohs as an individual he had ever
seen previously on any occasion. )

Colonel GLENN stated that the only significant change
he could recall in connection with Senator KENNEDY's plans
was on June 4, 1968, The original plans were that he would
spend the nlght of June ?«4 1968 at the Ambassador Hotel
However, after a complete dav of campaigning on June 3, 1968,
which ended in San Diego, Callfornla, KENNEDY returned to the
Ambassador Hotel late that evening and departed soon after-
wards foxr the- Malibu Beach residence of movie director JOHN
FRANKENHEIMER. KENNEDY and several of his party spent the
following day at Malibu Beach and returned to the Ambassador
Hotel around 8:00 p.m., June 4, 1968,

Colonel GLENN could recall no other significant
changes in regard to Senator KENNEDY's itinerary.

On

by

6/13/68 Boston, Massachusetts Boston 44-6L5

at File #

'SA JAMES E. HARVEY/1lz/alm - 6/14/68
. : Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are'not to be distributed outside your agency. :
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

ROOSEVELT GRIER, 1148 South Spaulding, Los Angeles,
California, telephone 936-6L41, furnished the following
Information to Special Agents JAMES CAGNASSQLA, JR. and WILLIAM P.
CRAWFORD from the FBI: _

At approximately 7:30 p.m. on June 4, 1968, GRIER"
arrived at the Ambassador Hotel, 3490 Wilsghire Boulevard,
Los Angeles, California, and went directly to the coffee shop.
GRIER was alone at this time. At approximately 8:00 p.m.
he observed Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY walk past the coffee
ghop followed by his wife ETHEL-and other unrecalled individuals.
ETHEL KENNEDY observed GRIER and invited him to the KENNEDY
suite on the fifth floor of the hotel. GRIER did not go
directly upstairs at that time but rather went to the "press
room” where he was interviewed by members of the news media.
He then went to a ballroom which was downstairs and which was
occupied by KENNEDY campaign workers. GRIER thereafter went
to the fifth floor of the hotel and arrived there at approximately
©:30 - 10:30 p.m. -

Upon arriving at the KENNEDY suite he went to the
room which was being used by KENNEDY officials. This room
was located to the right of the room being used by Senator
KENNEDY and his family. During this time he spoke with Mrs. JOHN
GLENN, JOAN BRADEN who was in charge of the Women for KENNEDY
campaign in California and BLANCHE WHITAKER (phonetic) who is
the wife of JAMES WHITAKER, a friend of the KENNEDY ‘family and
RAFER JOHNSON. GRIER gpoke to Senator KENNEDY about the
California primary election returns and relayed a message from
PIERRE SALINGER who requested that he tell KENNEDY that he,
meaning KENNEDY, was leading with 50 percent of the votes
returned - in San Francisco. KENNEDY asked GRIER if SALINGER
wanted to talk to him and GRIER replied no.

At an unrecalled time Senator KENNEDY left his suite
and went to the fourth floor to be interviewed for teleévision.
GRIER noticed that neither BILL BARRY, KENNEDY's personal body
guard, nor RAFER JOHNSON wgge in the area at this time and
GRIER decided to escort KENNEDY ta the fourth floor At _the

On

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

6/11./68

. Los Angeles, California mje s Los Angeles 56-156

SAs JAMES CAGNASSOLA,<JR. and WILLIAM P. CRAWFORD

JC:mak
Date dictated 6/11/68

./ N
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fourth floor KFNNLDY bononﬂtcd two or thiree tclevision .

- interviews and during the second interview GRIER observed.
BARRY join Senator KLVV“DY and he decided to go downstairs
to one of the ballrooms. Prior to his dealt”LC BARRY tolg
GRIER "Don't go too far because the Senator is coming down’
Senator KENNEDY also asked GRIER if he was leaving and GRIE R
indicated he would return in a short while. GRIER left the
fourth floor at approximately 11:00 or 11:30 p.m. and went

to the door of the press room. At this time he heard the
security guard talking to some individuals, identities unknowun,
informing them that thev could not enter the press room without
a pass., As GRIER looked at the security guard, the guard
motioned to the right with his head 1ndlcat1n' to GRIER that

he could gain access to the room by entering the door to the
right of the main doors. GRIER.. -turned and entered this door,
proceeded to a kitchen area and entered the press room frorm a

rear or side entrance, He remained there for an unrecalled pcr1oo

of time. GRIER thought that it was strange that the nain
entrance wag guarded yet a person could pass through the
kitchen and enter the rear or sgide door of the press room
without being stopped. :

After completing his businces in the press room
GRIIR returned to the KENNEDY suite on .the fifth floor and
observed that the Senator waeg preparinz to go to the ballroonm
to deliver his victoxy speech. BARRY told GRIER that the
party would be leaving the suite and requested that he, GRIER,
escort Mrs. KENNEDY., The party proceeded towards one
group of elevators on the fifth floor and then towards a
second group and finally the decision was made presumably by
BARRY to take the freight elevator instead of the passenger
‘elevator. GRIER believes that this elevator was chosen since
the passenger elevators were ocbapied and the freight elevator
could accomodate the members of KENNEDY's party. At this
time the KENNEDY party consisted of Senator KENNEDY, ETHEL
KENNEDY, JESSE UNRUH, RAFER JOHNSOM, BILL BARRY,’ BILL or
FRANK DUTTOH (pnoneulb) and GRIER. When the elevator doors
opencd on the first floor, GRIER recognized that they were
in the kitchen or °erving area of the hotel. BARRY was the
firet person off the elevator and he was followed by two other
individuals, identities unrecalled, and they in turn were
followed by Senator KENNEDY, Mrs. KENNEDY and GRIER. While

-
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walking through the kitchen or serving kitchen area en route

to the ballroom, Senator KENNEDY stopped and shook hands with
several kitchen employees. GRIER recalls that he saw five

or glx men dressed in white clothing who were presumably
kitchen workers. Members of the KENNEDY party did not notice
that the Senator had stopped and were continuing towards the
ballroom. GRIER immediately told Mrs. KENNEDY that the Senator
had left the group and he walked over to where Senator XENNEDY
wag standing to act as his escort. The Senator then turned
away from the kitchen employees and entered the Embassy Ballroon
through the curtaing which separate the ballroom from the
.kitchen area. Senator KENNEDY immediately went onto the stage.

. In reference to the location of the stage and the
manner in which the zroup went onto the stage, GRIER explained
that the stage was directly in front of the curtains and that
if the stage was viewed from the center of the ballroom,
Senator KENNEDY would have entered the stage on the right gide.
Once on the stage, Senator KENNEDY stood behind the podiunm,
JESSE UNRUH was standing to his right, Mrs. KENNEDY was standing
to his left and slightly behind him. GRIER was stationed
behind Mrs. KENNEDY and RAFER JOENSON was standing near the
right gide of the stage to prevent additional beople from
Joining the group. -

While Senator KENNEDY was speaking, BILL or FRANK

DUTTON (pbonetic) Who was one of the Senator's staff members,
told GRIER that Senator KENNEDY would be escorted from the
stage from the left side since preparations had been made for
his movement through the crowd. When Senator KENNEDY finished
speaking, which GRIER recalled was shortly after Midnight,
BARRY and GRIER positioned themselves along side of him,
Everyone on stage was aware the speech had ended and the crowd
began to move toward the left. GRIER told BARRY that the
ex%t would be from the left side of the stage and BARRY sagid

At this time Senator KENNEDY moved to the rear of the
stage possibly at BARRY's suggestion and jumped to the floor.
BARRY remained with Senator KENNEDY and GRIER assisted Mrs. KENNEDY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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to the floor. When the zroup had left the gtage, they
walked behind the curtain and proceeded to the right which
was in the direction of the freight elevator which was used
previously. GRIER could not see Senator KENNEDY at thig time
but since the crowd wag moving in that direction he assumed
Senator KENNEDY was in front of him. GRIER was walking with
Mrs. KENNEDY and was acting as her egcort. GRIER explained
that regardless of which side of the stage KENNEDY left by

he would still have to follow the original route in order o
reach the elevator.

GRIER walked approximately ten or fifteen feet into
the kitchen area when he heard two or three gounds which
resembled the sounds of firecrackers. He then saw the group
of people in front of him scatter and observed a white male
standing in the opening. There were people on both sides of
this man and people were standing behind him. This individual
was holding a black object in his right hand which resembled
a gun. The man held this object at waist level, his elbow
was bent and his forearm was parallel to the floor. This man
was standing on the floor. After observing this man, GRIER
moved to his right and went behind a piece of kitchen equipment
provably a garbage container. He then walked behind the
container to the opposite end and made his way towards the man
who was holding the gun. As he approached thig individual, he
saw two other men, one of whom was BILL BARRY wrestling with
this individual. The aman still had the gun in his right hand
but he was now pushed back onto the top of a raised counter
or table. -GRIER observed the gun being knocked from his hand
onto the table and at this point turned and tried to locate
Senator KENNEDY. When he refocused hig attention on the man
who wag originally holding the weapon, he noticed that this
person had retrieved his gun and was holding it in his hand.
At this instant GRIER was approximately six feet from him and
noted that the individualis arm was extended outward to the
gide with the gun held in the hand. GEORGE PLIMPTON (phonetic)
was now wrestling with this individual and was trying to assist
BILL BARRY in seizing the gun. GRIER approached the group and
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shouted "I'1l take the gun®.' He then grabbed the man's
right hand and placed his own hand over the hammer and
around the trigger housing. He twisted the gun from his
hand and gained possession of the weapon. GRIER kept the
gun in his right hand and immediately tightly grasped this
individual around the legzs. He recalls that several other
people were holding this man.

Once the above individual was subdued, several
people came up and tried to punch and hit him. GRIER
recalled that he was pushing these other individuals away
and trying to protect his prisoner. While holding this .
individual he observed Senator KENNEDY lying on his back on
the floor approximately ten or twelve feet away. GRIER could
see blood on the right side of Senator KENNEDY's head and
it appeared that he was wounded behind the ear. He could not
observe any other blood on Senator KENNEDY's body. He also
noted that a second white rale wag also lying on his .badk near
Senator KENNEDY and he appeared to be bleeding from the left
side of his head. GRIER noted that Senator KENNEDY's eyes were
partially open, however, he appeared to be in shick. .
, GRIER continued to hold his prisoner and the gun un-
til come unrecalled person asked GRIER for the weapon. GRIER
refused to surrender the gun since he did not think it was
safe to give it to anyone at this time. A few moments later
another person told him to give the gun to RAFER JOHNSON.
GRIER handed JOHNSON the gun and maintained his hold on the
dan until police officers arrived at the scene. CRIER immediately
surrendered this individual to the police officers.

GRIER did not recall that the individual whom he
disarmed made any statements whatsoever while in his presence.

GRIER described the gun which he seized as being a
dark colored revolver possibly black with a short barrel.
He could not recall the chamber capacity of the revolver
nor did he know the caliber of this weapon. It was GRIER's
impression that this was an old, rather than a new, gun.
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GRIER could not remember how many gun shots he
heard prior toc the time he seized the revolver, however, he
ig certain that no shots were fired while he was disarming
the assailant.

GRIER stated that he has seen bhotographs of
SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN in the newspapers and on television and
is certain that this is the same individual whom he disarmed
and held for the police following the snooting of Senator
KENNEDY on June 5, 1968,

GRIER was questioned as to whether he observed
SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN in the Ambassador Hotel during the
evening of June 4, 1968 or prior to the shooting and he
gaid that he had not seen him prior to the time that he
disarmed him. GRIER was specifically asked whether he
saw SIRHAN in the kitchen or serving kitchen area when Senator
KENNEDY walked from the elevator to the stage and he said he
did not observe him at this time. GRIER was asked whether
he observed anyone run from the servinz kitchen after he
first heard the gun shots and he said that he did not recall
anyone leave the area. GRIER was then asked whether he
observed a white female wearing a white dress with blactk polka
dots in the area when the shooting took place and said that
he did not see such a person.
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PHONE.CALLS,; June 7, 1968 KENKEDY SHOOTING DR 68-521 166
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4 GRth, ROOS LV LT & BL {?ICP- . ‘ 6768 10:30am

Phillips, R. &
Rathburn - Hotro
)

\., \_

by
\* nie

Officers Phillips #12167 and Rathburn #44790, went to Roosevelt
Grier'is appro imately 10:30am to transport him to the Grand Jury.
Officers werce met by Mrse. Bernice Grier, who stated, "I took my

3 P J

- husband (Rosie) to the airpdit about 7:30am this date. He was

on the Qam flight to New Yorko I believe it was American Airlines.

Roosevelt called the police erdvxment and talked to a sergeant

~who gave him permission to fly to New York. I don't know when

11

he will return or where he will be staying in New York City.

e gt - 1) t “ - . .. R
INPERVIEY OF n00< WRLT GRELR TROERVIEUED BY HENDERGON
- I148 So. my9Ld¢ng . crIQuew
LeeBhe . / CNCRRVIERTDR O 6~5-~68. 3:30 Zt;/“ 158 AU

Ph @306-044T ) . . . £
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h
v

Pill Barry, the Senator, lMis. Remnedy and I were ugﬁk¢n6 aviay £irom
the stage vhen L heaxd se?eral .hOuoa I looked uo and saw & man

holding a gun in his hcwo T +hink the gun wag in his right hand..

T didn't sce anyoac fall as a regult of a guanshot. I went to vhaoe (i
- - [ ‘\

the man with the gun was stending and helped sowe othex wen sobiue -

G s

’ T

him. JHa was gtill holding the gun so X LVIvbCO it out of his hand.. . K},«

T later gave the gun to Reyford Johnson. 'l saw two nen lying on ‘?E
the floox, one of thoem vas Sanator Kenncdy, he was bleeding fixom tho

: [

P
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SD-302%Rev. 4-15-64) "

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - h Date 6/132/63

) BOOKER GRIFFIN, Director, Los Angeles Chapter,
Negro Industrial and Economic Union, 3421 South Vermont
Avenue, was re-interviewed and advised as follows:

GRIFFIN, after being shown a photograph of a
group of people in the corridor between the Embassy and
the Colonial Rooms of the Ambassador Hotel, which were
taken at the time of the shooting of Senator ROBERT F,
KENNEDY, stated that he was unable to pick out any a= of
the individuals in the photograph as identical with himself.
He thought he should have appeared somewhere in the center
of the photograph.

- GRIFFIN identified the doors appearing in the
center background of the photograph as being the doors to
the Colonial Room which was being used as the Press Room

-on the evening of June 4, 1963, and the early morning of

June 5, 1963.

On

iby

- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

6/12/63 Los Angeles, Californiarwile# _ Los Angeles 56-156
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ED-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) @

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date €/11/68

BOOKER GRIFFIN, Director, Los Angeleq Chapter of
Negro Industrial and Economic Union, 3421 South Verwmont
Street, was interviewed and furnighed the following infor-

. mation:

GRIWFIN stated that he had been working for the
KENNEDY cempaign comnittee in Southern California, and on
June U4, 1267, at spproximstely 10:15 p.m., he arrived
at the Ambasssador Hotel and went to the Ambassador Room
where he talked to geveral individuals whom he does nobt now
recall. About twenty minutes later, GRIFFIN stated that he
saw an individual in the Ambasssdor Room whom he later saw shoot
Senator KENNEDY. He described him as being shabbily dressed
with baggy pants and looked as though he did not belong
there, that is to say, he did not look like a2 campaign
worker or KENNEDY supporter, GRIFFIN looked this individual
in the eye at which time the individusl stared back. GRIFFIN.
stated he noticed a girl whose descripbion he doeg not recall
stending in close proximity to SIRHAN. He never noticed
them converge with each other, but he had the feeling that
they were there together. GRIFFIN then secured a press
pass from PIERRE SALINGEZER for the Embassy Room and at approxi-
mately 10:45 p.m. he entered this room. Due to the number of
people in the Bmbassy Room and the heat emsnating from the
television cameras, it was extremely warm £9o he went from
the Embassy Room to the press room from time to time to rest
and coo2l down,

At about 11:30 p.m., he saw SIRHAN in the kitchen corridc

between the press room and the Embassy Room. This is the
same corridor in wahich Senator KENN&DY was shot. He saw
SIRHAN there prior to the time that KENNEDY went to the
Imbassy Room to speak., During the time KENNIDY was spesaking,
GRIFFIN saw SIRHAN in the corridor and also saw a white male,
about €'2", further a°scr;DtL3n of which he does not recall,
and a white female, 5'5", with blond bouffant hair, dressed
in a white flowing—type dress with colorationg, standing

in close proximity with SIRHAN. Neither of these individusls
had press pasces or KENNEDY buttonq He saw these three

Araddrt Asan e b e i Ay

On

by

Fo £ NPT % Wy -3 A
J.LIU—V -UMU . (<3 L O ow UNJ J.L UL.J. CD U.LHLb)J L1Y ULL\e LWL S J-..uu.l. al“.u[]é

numerous other individuals who were in the area,

6/11/65,, Los Angeles, California gy, s Los Angeles 56-156

SAt's LEROY W, SHEETS and

......... - s i SN /e
FINCENT I HORN; Jr—(THSTmic) Date dictated €/T1765

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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GRIFPFIN left the Embassy Room drior to the completion
of KENNEDY's speech and went to the press roon. He passed the
above three individualg in the corridor on his way to the press
yoorl at this time. He stayed in the press r»o0m approximately
two or three minutes and as he opened the door of the press roon
to the corridor, he saw SIRHAN fire the ghots at KENNEDY and
the other individuals. He could not recall how many shots
he heard. He gaw somedody holding SIREAN and struggling
with him. Iminediately after the sghot, CGRIFFIN went over 1o
where KENNEDY was lyins and spoke with hin for a few momente.
He then stood up and noticed the male ané feirgle whom he had
geen in the corridor leave the area through the kitchen. He
tried to follow thesge two individuals but cdue to the rush
of the people in the corridor, he was unable to do so. GRIFFIN
never noticed these three individuals conversging with one
another in the corridor. e

GRIFFIN added that he would bve unable to identify
any of these individuals except SIRHAN, :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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R l{Zi\';L’EX}RT DETECTIVE DIVISION .
INTERVIEWS ~ JURE 5, 1968 KENNEDY SHOOTING  DREGE-521 466
. : ‘ ' it
GRJ;\" N, BOOXER., 8421 S. VE RHONH, PHONE - 7784360 - .
6?‘ . .
S

S

Me. Griffin was lnLOf\ie ed at the Los Angeles Office of the Negro

/

Industrial and Edu0ac1on¢1_Union at 8421 8. Vermont on 6~7-68 at

£F

;..v.
"h

11:30 a.m. (Mr. Gr is the Los Angeles dirxcector of the organization.}

He states: “"THAT he has known Senator Kennedy for about 10 ox 11 years

.

'-J .
Q
o
5
b
2
5
[{a]

and also that he was active in the Senators' Califo:x
on Tuesday evening, 6-4-68, at about 10:15 p.m., Mr. Criffin aryrived

2t the Ambassadcr Hotel for the election returns. He did not have a

Press Pass or other pass to get into the Embassy Room, sh he went

downstairs to the Ambassadoxr Room which was apparently open to the

RN

public. . X : ¥

While Myr. Grx iff in was in the Ambassadoxr Room, he s“"tcs that he

_observed two people whom he thought seemed out of place. ke

states that there was a male whom he describes as:

73]

-
14

MALE, bf some dcscent similar to Mexican; short, 5-4, or les

}—h

Vir. Griffix

—J
D‘
0]
w
oe

iressed in 0ld

<
Qs

small build and shabbil

says that he is positive that éhis man he saw 1is thc sueé egct in the
Kennedy shooting; Sirhan SIRHAN, and he ID the suspect from a picﬁure
the I/0 showed him. Hz. Griffin describes the other' erson, &
FEMALE, Cauc -~ or “OF NOQDJC DESCENT", 5~S/6"{ (tallexr than the
male), with hair of unknown colox, but arranged up on her head in
5 fluffy ﬁanner, and wearing a dress ?hat was predominately white, but

that may have had ot he ‘color in it. Mr.Griffin stated the reason he

thought the two people seemaed out of place was because everyone elsc

but these two ere celebrating the apparent Kennedy victory. Mr. Griffi

Py

rer

(continuaed)
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CRIFFIN, BOORER ~ INTERVIEW -- continuved

was standing about 8 to 10 feet from the' two people

bu not hear any conversation between them but stated

(a3
(o}
e
jo))

\.?

that he had what he deSC“le as ncchlve eye contact”

WITH THEMALR, .
After spending about 15 to 20 minutes downstalrs in the
Ambassador Room, I was able to obtain a press pass to go
into the Embassy Rooml After Mr. Griffin had been in the
Embassay Roam for an hour or so, he observed the same two
people that he had seen Lii~the Embassay Rom, and thié time
there was another male with them. He éescribed him as:

’ Male, with lighter complexion than the other , ’
‘man, tall (6-0/6-2), NFD.
The three were standing in the kitchen corridor next to
the doorway that leads throuéh the kitchen and ou£ iﬁto a
parking area. This was aboﬁt 30 to 45 minutes before Senator
Kennedy's arrival.
Just prior to the conclusion of Senator Kennedy's speech; Mr
Griffin passed through.the-kitchen corridor and went into the
Press Room; he heard the first shots being fired. His position
in the doorway of the Press ﬁoom gave him a clear view of the
whole corridoxr. Almost simultaneously, he observed SenatOI
Kennedy throw one of his arms over his face, and the female and
the taller unidentified male run out of the doorway. Ile then
observed some peope struggling with the other male who still

had the gun in his hand.’ When Mr. Griffin saw the two people

run out of the qoorway, he remembers saying out loud, '(wontinucd)

T
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GRIFFIN, BOOKER -~ INTERVIEW-CONTINUED

"They're getting away."

-

i
MR. GRIFFIN recalls that just.prior o the ghooting,
hemmentioned tor a friend (whom he does not want to
Identify), that "there's a guy I've been seeing all evening and
for some reason we don't seem to take to each other". He wvas

referring to the suspect he identified as SIRHAN SIRHAN.

STATEMENT INTERVIEW BY W. M. RATHBURN #11790, R.R. PHILLIPS #1216
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 8/6/68

1

Mr. PuTZ HAMILL was interviewed at his temporary
residence, 196 Berkeley Place, Brooklyn, Necw York, telephone
number 638-8215. He stated that he will be moving within
a wezk to 479 1l4th Street, Brooklyn, New York.

He is a free lance writer and on June 4-5, 1968,
while living in California, he covered the Senator ROBERT F.
KENNZDY campaign.

During the evening of June 4, 1968, prior to
Senator KENNEDY making his victory speech, HAMILL was
in Senator KENNEDY's suite in the Ambassador Hotel,
Los Angeles, California, with Senator KENNEDY and JIMMY
BRESLIN, the writer. HAMILL went to the elevator with
Senator KENNEDY when Senator KENNZDY was on his way to make
his victory spesch.

There was confusion at the elevators and
HAMILL did not get on the same elevator with Senator KENNEDY,

During Senator KENNEDY's speech, HAMILL stood on
the podium to Senator KENNEDY's rear and left. This was
near the left rear corner of the podium near some drapes and
some stairs that went down. Standing near HAMILL were GEORGE
PLIMPTON, the writer, and PLIMPTON's wife, FREDDY. Standing
‘near the stairs was BILL BARRY of Senator KENNZDY's staff.

During the speech "a guy" or a "kid" tried to
get on the podium by coming through the drapes which were
in back of HAMILL. BILL BARRY noticed this individual
and told him to get out. HAMILL would not recognize this
individual if he saw him-again.

Wnen Senator KusNNEDY finished his speech, HAMILL
or PLIMPTON asked BILIL BARRY which way to go out.

On_8/5/68 4 _Brooklyn, New York " mile # _ NY 4431640

- -

by _ SA FRANCIS L, CASHIN/jpf ' Date dictated 8/5/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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