. -

¥ eoxno. 2

wlaee No- 719

 RFK __ASSO\SS‘MO&{O(\____ Qo7 0l0%

p

;.ff}?o'f'DCOP]eg of imLerfview Summairies, Je?r\e»/tbuef'v;g@r /%‘X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



w

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ﬂ . @
’ (2

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 : ‘ Date 6/26/68

. MILTON BERLE, Actor, in care of William Morris
Agency, Incorporated, 151 El Camino, Beverly Hills, California,
telephone number BR 2-U4111, tzlephoned SA LESLIE F. WARREN in
response tc SA WARREN's attempt to contact hin.

Concerning the assassination of Senator ROBERT F.
KENNEDY, Mr. BERLE sald he had attended the Senator KENNEDY
campalgn party on the evening of June 4, 1958 and the morning
of June 5, 1968. He, at the time of the shooting of Senator
KENNEDY, was in the KENNEDY suite on the fifth floor of the
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles watching the NBC cameras
monitoring the crowds in -the Embassy Room. It was not a live
monitor. He did not witness the shooting or the immediate
aftermath. He had not observed any one resembling SIRHAN
SIRHAN or any one suspicious. Consequently, he said he had
no information which wmight be of assistance in this matter.

Ay

6/20/68 tLos Angeles, California’ . 4L0s Angeles 56-155
a

Fil

On

- —

SA LESLIE F. WARREN/clp 6/25/68

by Date dictated
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Date

" Mr. JAML,S (JIMMY) BRE SLIN was interviewed at
Gallagher'!s Steak House, 228 West 52nd Street, Neuw York,
Nzw Yo k. He stated that he uwrites for several newspapers
throughout the United States and that his agent is the
Sterling Lord Literary Agency, 75 Iast 55 Street, New York,
New York. He resides at 52 Deepdene Road, Forest Hills,
New York. .

' Starting on March 17, 1968, he covered several
of Senator ROBERT KiNNEDY's Presidential campaign trips.

_ During the evening of June U, 1968, he was in the
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, California, when Senator
KENNEDY made his victory speech. The Imbassy Room in which
Senator KENN=DY made his speech was very crowded so BRESLIN
went to the press room which was near the Zmbassy Room and
watched the speech on television. .

When the speech ended an individual, he thinks was
DICK DRAYN.E of Senator ROBERy KENNEDY's staff, -appeared at
the door of the press room and said that Senator ROBIRT
K=ENNZDY was on his way to the press room. Senator RODERT
KENNZDY after his spesches made it a habit to visit the
press room and talk to the press.

BRESLIN went to the door of the press room 1o wave
to Senator ROBIRT K:ENNEDY. He did not see Senator ROB:RT
KENNEDY, but while at the doorway he heard what at first he
thought was a kitchen tray drop to the floor. It _was a
shot and there were three or four more. At the most BRESLIN heard
four or five shots. People were running and screaming and
BRIESLIN ran towards where the sound of the shots came from.

Many persons in ths crowd were screaming. These
peonle werz to BRISLIN's left. Senator ROBI:RT KINNEDY was
lying to BRESLIN's left. In the immediate vicinity was PAUL
SCHRADE, dls0 Jying on the floor. To BRISLIN's approximate right
was BILL BARRY of Senator ROB:ZRT.KENNIDY's staff.

-~

On __6/10/68 . __ MNew York, New York File # _ NY 4421640
' SA FRANCIS L, CASHIN and ) L - .
by __SA JOSiPH Z, HINZHAN/np Date dictated 6/20/68
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_ BARRY had someone by the arm which was extended
up and which hand held a black barrel pistol, The hand
with the pistol then went down onto a table, Someone was
jumping on the table., The hand holding the gun dropped it
and then something happened and the hand again picked up
the gun. ROSIE GRI®R then threw a male on a table and held
him down and grabbed the male by the arm. BRESLIN then saw
the person on the table for the first time. It was SIPHAN
SIRHAN. At this moment ROSIE GRIER was holding the gun in
his, GRIIZR's, left hand.

At approximately this time GLORGE PLIMPTON had
SIRHAN by his head; WARRZN ROGERS had his left leg; and
RAFZER JOHNSON was grabbing his hand.

BRESLIN was of the impression at the time that
the gun was still loaded and he tricd to get it away from
ROSIE GRIZR., GRIER would not release the gun. RAFER
JOHNSON then asked GRIZER for the gun and GRIER gave the
gun to JOHNSON.

BRESLIN, standing very close to SIRHAN and being
face to face with him, asked him twice, "Why did you have to
do it?" SIRHAN's eyes were rolling and he did not answer.
SIRHAN then tried to thrash around with his legs and body,
but those holding him kept him secure.

After SIRHAN SIRHAN was secured by BARRY, JOHNSON,
GRIYR, PLIMPTON, and ROG3RS, and being held by GRIDR,
JOHNSON, PLIMPTON and ROGZRS, BILL BARRY went to Senator
ROBERT KINNZDY, BRCSLIN occasionally looked over at Senator -
ROBERT KENNiEDY.

The police then arrived and SIRHAN was turned over'
to them by GRIZR, JOHNSON, PLIMPTON and ROGZIRS.

BRESLIN stated that he did not see the actual

shooting and that he had not seen SIRHAN before this. He
saw no one in a polka dot dress.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BRESLIN has since heard several reports concerning
the shooting. One was that DICK TUCK of Senator ROBERT
KENNZDY's gtaff chased SIRHAN off the platform twice and
another that DICK HARWOOD of the Washington Post actually
saw SIRHAN shoot Senator ROBERT KZNN.IDY:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PERSON.INTEHVlEWED; BRESLIN, Jzmes DATE/TIME_ 7-30-68 4:30 PM

SEX M RACE

C__HAIR Brn EYES_Byn HT_5-9 WT_225 DOB_10-17-29

RESIDENCE ADDRESS52 Deepdene RA. Foxrest Hills,Queens PHONE (212) 793-1885

NY

BUSINESS ADDRESS 75 West St. N. Y. City ' PHONE (212) 944-9000

INFORMATION:

XﬁDALEY, Charles = University of Chicago JP{QXC
{ SHERIDAN, Walter - NBC News _£*/987

(WHO ,WHAT, WHEN, WHERE , WY & HOW)

BRESLIN is a reporter for the New York Post, and traveled with

Kennedy, beginning in March, 1968.

He was in the Colonial Room duxring the speech, and just opening
the kitchen doors as the shots were fired. :

BRESLIN did not know of an announced press conference. He states
that Kennedy always went to the press room, and spoke with the
writing press. BRESLIN states there were not many people in the
Colonial Room at the time of the shooting. He states "a half
dozen." BRESLIN heard 4 oxr 5 shots and ran into the kitchen.

The qﬁﬁ@diran toward him and there was a great deal of confusion.

~He saw Sirhan, the gun waving around, a fight for the gun. People

were ducking and running, Kennedy was down and BRESLIN found him-
self beside Sirhan. Bill BARRY was holding Sirhan and Rafer
JOHNSON had.the gun. BRESLIN saw the gun, the hand and the susp.
face, but cannot establish that Sirhan actually was holding the
gun. BRESLIN remembers Warren ROGERS (I-1021) holding Sirhan's

legs, but does not .remember his own actions in the kitchen. He

can ID Sirhan. BRESLIN assisted in holding back the crowd until
Kennedy was removed, then went to the hospital. Within a half
hour after the shooting, someone was making inguiries about a
woman in a polka dot dress. BRESLIN did not see such a woman
and has not heard of anyone who has. He was interviewed by
Frank CASHION, FBI New York Office. He did not have a camera.

.He wrote a story for the New York Post. He did not see Sirhan

prior to the shooting.

Persons at the Hotel include:

BRESLIN had been invited to the party at "“The Factory" after
the speech. This invitation was extended by Kennedy, while
they were on the 5th floor of the Hotel.

(Con't)
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On 6-4-68 at approx. 3:30 PM, BRESLIN observed two young peopie
(Hippies) passing out oxange and black bumper stickers, which
stated, in effect, "Expose Kennedy Death Hoax." He brought
o this to the attention of Mort GOODMAN, Hotel Public Relations;
who took care of the situation. BRESLIN confirms earlier repoxts
that these stickers referred to John KENNEDY, not Robert Kennedy.

BRESLIN states there were never any serious complaints from the
press, that Kennedy gave them-zil a fair shake. HBe discounts
any story that Kennedy made a last minite decision to have a
press conference to appease aayone.
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1. : Date- 6412 /63

CAESER. CEAVEZ, Director, United Farm Workers Organ-
lzlnr Committee, AFL -~ CIO, office address 10z JAlbany qtreat
DeTano, California, Kallln" address, Post Office Box 130,
Delano, California, was intervievied in Room number 6, of the
Travelodge Motel, Indlo, Calllornla, at which time he furnicshed
the following 1nfoxnatlon. .

Mr. CHAVEZ last saw and personally talked with Senator
ROBERT F. KENNEDY in March, 1968.

LD

On the evening of June Y, 1963,Mr. CHAVEZ was going to
csee ROBERT F, KENNEDY and after the polls closed CHAVEZ left
United Parm Workers Organizing Committee Headquarters, 806 East-
man, Log Angelesg, California, with Facher LUCE of the east
side parish of the Episcopal Church. Mr. CHAVEZ arrived at the
Ambassador Hotel with Father LUCE, 200 workers from his organi-
zation and a Mariacni Band.

Mr. CHAVEZ stayed at the Ambassador Hotel approxi-
mately one hour leaving at about 11:00 p.n. without seeing
Senator ROBERT F, KENNEDY., He left as his wife had not been
able to come to the affalr and he was feeling tired due to a back
injury. Prior to leaving, Mr. CHAVEZ told& one of his associates
RUDY AMADA to tell the others he had left.

Mr., CHAVEZ departed with Fathers LUCE and GARBER of
the Episcopal Church and they took him by his home where they
picked up Mrs., CHAVEZ and then proceeded to the eastside canmpalgn
headquarters for RICHARD CALDERON, a candidate for State Senate
CHAVEZ was there approximately ten or fifteen minutes when
Senator ROBERT KENNEDY came on television and gave his victory
speech. Mr. CHAVEZ watched this speech with his wife, HELEN
CHAVEZ and the othersg at CALDERON's campaign headquarters.

CAESER CHAVEZ stated that he had seen photographs of
STRHAN SIRHAN in the newspaper and on television and did not knou
him. He did not see STRHAN at the Ambassador Hotel. He stated
ne has had no argument with Senator ROBERT F, KENNEDY

On 6/’1'1/68 at . Indio, California ) File # _TLos Angeles SA_154

by SA THEODORE HINDERAKER/nmb Date dictated FI/LQI/JK-Q\
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or the KENNEDY organization at any time.. He added he can
furnish no information regarding the shooting of Senator
KENNEDY . .

Mr. CHAVEZ stated that on June 10, 1968, while stop-
ping at his union headquarters in Los Angeles at 806 Eastman,
one BILL CHANDLER commented that he (CHANDLER) knew SIRHAN SIRHAN
or had gone to school with him in Pasadena, California. BILL
CHANDLER is affiliated with CHAVEZ in his labor movement and
was at the Ambassador Hotel on the night ROBERT F. KENNEDY was
shot. CHANDLER resides at 2827 Winters, Los Angeles, California,
phone 262-5479.
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JAMES CHARLES EVERS, also known as Charles
Evets, Negro male, Field Dxrcctor; Mississippi Chapter

£ the National Association for the Advancement of
Cs?aven People (WAACP?),was contacted at the FAACP
£fice, 107Z Lynch StreeL, Jacksan,;Mississ}
EVERS was adviséd of the identities of the in L@rv1ewin
Agents and of the nature of the inquiry.
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the glleged assasszin, S:RHAN Eo SLEJAN in many mag321nev
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M, EVERS said he cannct recall seeing SIRHAN
in the. Ambassedox Hotel on the night of June 4, 1968, or

(RS

On 9/26/68 ,, Jackson, Mississippi =~ o JaC son 56-94
SA THOMAS m.. Z PATRICK & -
by SA HAROLD M. RATCHFORD:TF/pdb ;o uioio 9/26/68
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on any previcus date. He does not Lnow SIRHAN &nd does not
know anyone who knows SIRHAN,

Mr. EVERS =aid no information has come to his

attention concerning any possible couspiracy fagdralpg
the assgssinaticn of Sengtor KENNEDY,

enator KENNEDY w

Mr, EVERS sagid after S Y W8S &SSas-
sinated he remzined in Los Angeles until the body was
removed to New York and then to Washington. He acte ded the

funeral ceremonies in New York and Uasblqcboq immediately
after leaving Los ﬁng les

‘ Mr. EVFRS noted that while in the Ambassador
fotel in Los Angeles he was registerxed in & room by himself;
however, he speni quite a bit of his time while at the

hotel in the Sengtor Kemnedy suite at the hotel.

(1Y
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: FRANKENHEIMLR, John -~ DATE/TIME_7-18-G% 3:)5 PM

SEX M RACE Cauc HAIR Brn EYES ©rn HT 6-3 WT 180 DOB  2-19-30
sno ' '

.:, .
t-r\

'A \S{Jd . “ _‘ . '_‘., . N -

bﬁfbﬂEB

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 22400 Pacific Coast Hwy; Malibu PHONE 436-8026 "

§ ) . .
'BUSINESS ADDRESS =~ MGM . D : PHONE 836-3000

In Xansas on Location Phone (316) MU 52740
TRFORMATION: (WHO,WHAT,WHEN, WHERE, WHY & HOW) ‘

Mr. FRANKENHEIMER is a producer f£or MGM and was contacted by piaone
in wichita, Kansas where he will remain until mid-Septenber (Ph#-
778-1192 & 685-2740).

he drove hennedx to. the Ambassador. He arrived. at “the Hotel at
~apped% . ET05 PM and wenf to the suite Kennedy reserved. Iir, FRANK-
ENHEIMER and Steve went downstalrs to the Embassy Room about 5
minutes before Kenneoy. The route Mr., FRANKENHEIMER took to the
Embassy Room took nim through the kitchen and he states that at
that time he didn't see anyone in the kitchen. During the speech |
he was standing behind the right door of the stage and watched it o
~on a TV. MApprox. 5 minutes.tefore Xennedy £inished his speech, E
Mr. FRANKENHEIMER states a male visibly shaking p-shed him (FRANK-’ |
ENHEIMER) and stated, "Get out of my way". Mr. FRANKENHEIMER states
that nis first reaction was to get mad but he disregarded the incid-
ent., Fe then saw the male walk behind the stage and make a right . .,
turn which would put the male going the the direction of the kitchen.
Mr. FRANEKINAEIMER describes this male a3 M/unk descent. early 20's
dark bushy hair, wearing a blus sweater. Mr. FRANKENHEIMER nhas
seen pictures of Sirhan but feels he could not ID this male if he --
saw him again and therefore doesn t know if this male was Sirhan
or not. : el A
ile does not recall seeing any woman in a polka dot dress. iz did
not have a camera. ila haa not bcﬁn contacted by the Fi. '

fla has made one statement to a female reporter from a Santa Monlca '
paper and it appeared in the 6-5 edition of the paper. Other numerous
reporters have attempted to contacb him but he would not glve any '
Stateﬁbntu . ) N _ o

No persons seen at the Hotel.: : .
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6/14 /68

{1

Date

Colonel JOHKN H. GLENN, Room 1001, Sheraton Boston

Hotel, advised that he was an aide in the campaign of Senator
ROBERT KENNEDY in the California primary election. He stated

. that he was in an upstairs suite at the Ambassador Hotel in
Los Angeles, California, when Senator KEENEDY was shot in the
early morning of June 5, 1968. Colonel GLENN stated he did -
not see the captured gunman on that occasion nor did he recognize
SIRHAN B. SIRHAN from photographs as an individual he had ever
seen previously on any occasion. o

Colonel GLENN stated that the only significant change
he could recall in connection with Senator KENNEDY's plans
was on June 4, 1968, The original plans were that he would
spend the night of June 3-U, 1968, at the Ambassador Hotel.
However, after a complete day of campaigning on June 3, 1968,
which ended in San Diego, California, KENNEDY returned to the
Ambassador Hotel late that evening and departed soon after-
wards for the Malibu Beach residence of movie director JOHN
FRANKENHEIMER., KENNEDY and several of his party spent the
following day at Malibu Beach and returned to the Ambassador
Hotel around 8:00 p.m., June 4, 1968,

Colonel GLENN could recall no other significant
changes in regard to Senator KENNEDY's itinerary.

6/13/68 - Boston, Massachusetts Boston 44-645

On at File #

'SA JAMES E. HARVEY/1z/aln ' 6/14/68
by ‘ : : Date dictated
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Date Forro—TS

ROOSEVELT GRIER, 1148 South Spaulding, Los Angeles,
California, telephone 036 6LlL1, furnished the following
Information to Special Agents JAMES CAGNASSOLA, JR. and WILLIAM P.
CRAWFORD from the FBI:

At approximately 7:30 p.m. dn June 4, 1968, GRIER

arrived at the Ambassador Hotel, 3400 Wilshire Boulevard,
Los Angeles, California, and went directly to the coffee shop.
GRIER was alone at this time. At approximately 8:090 p.m.
he observed Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY walk past the coffee
shop followed by his wife ETHEL.-and other unrecalled individuals.
ETHEL KENNEDY observed GRIER and invited hiam to the KENNEDY
suite on the fifth floor of the hotel. GRIER did not go
directly upstairs at that time but rather went to the "pres
room" where he was interviewed by memberg of the news medla
He then went to a ballroom which was downstairs and which was
occupied by KENNEDY campaign workers. GRIER thereafter went
to the fifth floor of the aotel and arrived there at approximately

9:30 - 10:30 p.m. - :

Upon arriving at the KENNEDY suite he went to the
room which was being used by KENNEDY officials. This room
was located to the right of the room being used by Senator p
KENNEDY and his family. During this time he spoke with Mrs. JOHN
GLENN, JOAN BRADEN who was in charge of the Women for KENNEDY
campaign in California and BLANCHE WHITAKER (phonetic) who 1is
the wife of JAMES WHITAKER, a friend of the KENNEDY family and
RAFER JOHNSON. GRIER gpoke to Senator KENNEDY about the
California primary election returns and relayed a mesgsage from
PIERRE SALINGER who requested that he tell KENNEDY that he,
meaning KENNEDY, was leading with 50 percent of the votes
returned in San Francisco. KBENNEDY asked GRIER if SALINGER
wanted to talk to him and GRIER replied no.

At an unrecalled time Senator KENNEDY left his suilte
and went to the fourth floor to be interviewed for television.
GRIER noticed that neither BILL BARRY, KENNEDY's personal body
guard, nor RAFER JOHNSON wegge in the area at this time and
GRIER decided to escort XKENNEDY to the fourth floor At _the

On 6/11/68 .,  Los Angeles, California pjes _ Los Angeles 56-156
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SAs JAMES CAGNASSOLA,JR. and WILLIAM P. CRAWFORD
by ? Date dictated 6/11/68
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fourth floor KENNEDY conducted two or three tclevision .
~intexviews and during the second interview GRIEZR observed.
BARRY join Senator KENNEDY and he decided to o downstairs
to one of the ballrooms Prior to his dcpartw ‘e BARRY told
GRIER "™Don't go too far because the Senator ie coming down’
Senator KENNEDY also asked GRIER if he wag leaving and GRIHP
indicated he would return in a short while. GRIER left the
fourth floor at approximately 11:00 or 11:30 p.m. and went
to the dooxr of the press room. At this timec he heard the
security guard talking to some 1nd1v1duals, identities unknowun,
informing them that thev could not enter the press room without

2 pass. As GRIER looked at the gecurity guard, the guard

motioned to the right with his head indicating to GRIER that

he could gain access to the room by entering the door to the

right of the main doors. GRIER . - -turned and entered this door,
proceeded to a kitchen area and entered the press room fror a

rear or side entrance, He remained there for an unrecalled pc11oo
of time. GRIER thought that it was strange that the main

entrance was gagrded yet a person could pass through the

kitchen and enter the rear or side door of the press room

without being stopped. :

After completing his busincse in the press room
GRIER returned to the KENNEDY suite on .the fifth floor and
observed that the Senator was preparinzg to go to the ballroom
to deliver his victory speech. BARRY told GRIER that the
-party would be leaving the suite and requested that he, GRIER,
escort Mrs. KEMNEDY, The party proceeded towards one’
group of elevators on the fifth floor and then towards a
second group and finally the decigion was made presumably by
BARRY to take the freight elevator instead of the passenger
elevator. GRIER believes that this elevator was chosen since
the passenger elevators were occupled .and the freight elevator
could accomodate the members of KENNEDY's party. At this
time the KENNEDY party consisted of Senator KENNEDY, ETHEL
KENNEDY, JESSE UNRUH, RAFER JOHHNSON, BILL BARRY, BTLL or
FRANK DUTTON (pnoneulb) and GRIER. When the elevator doors
opcncu on the first floor, GRIER recognized that they were
in the kitchen or cerving areca of the hotel. BARRY was the
first person off the elevator and he was followed by two other
individuals, identities unrecalled, and they in turn were
followed by CSenatodr KENNEDY, Mrs. KENNEDY and GRITR. While

-
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walking through the kitchen or serving kitchen area en route
.to the ballroom, Senator KENNEDY stopped and shook hands with
several kitchen employees. GRIER recalls that he saw five

o1 8ix men dressed in white clothing who were presumably
Kitchen workers. Members of the KENNEDY party did not notice
that the Senator had stopped and were continuing towards the
ballroom. GRIER immediately told Mrs. KENNEDY that the Senator
had left the group and he walked over to where Senator XENNEDY
was standing to act as hig escort. The Senator then turned
away from the kitchen employees and entered the Embassy Ballroom
through the curtaing which separate the ballroom from the
kitchen area. Senator KENNEDY immediately went onto the stage.

. In reference to the location of the stage and the
manner in which the group went onto the stage, GRIER explained
that the stage was directly in front of the curtains and that
if the stage was viewed from the center of the ballroom,
Senator KENNEDY would have entered the staze on the right side.
Once on the stage, Senator KENNEDY stood behind the podium,
JESSE UNRUH was standing to his right, Mrs. KENNEDY was standing
to his left and glightly vehind him. GRIER was stationed
behind Mrs. KENNEDY and RAFER JOENSON was standing near the
right side of the stage to prevent additional people from
joining the group. -

While Senator KENNEDY was speaking, BILL or FRANK

DUTTON (phonetic) who was one of the Senatoris staff members,
told GRIER that Senator KENNEDY would be escorted from the
gtage from the left side since preparatione had been made ifor
his movement through the crowd. When Senator KENNEDY finished
speaking, which GRIER recalled was shortly after Midnight,
BARRY and GRIER positioned themselveg along side of him.
Everyone on stage was aware the speech had ended and the crowd
began to move toward the left. GRIER told BARRY that the
exit would be from the left side of the stage and BARRY said

. At this time Senator KENNEDY moved to the rear of the
gtage possibly at BARRY's suggestion and jumped to the floor.
BARRY remained with Senator KENNEDY and GRIER assisted Mrs. KENNEDY

—— bt it

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 _



& &

i
LA 56-156

-

to the floor. When the zgroup had left the stage, they
walked behind the curtain and proceeded to the right which
was .in the direction of the freight elevator which was used
previously. GRIER could not see Senator KENNEDY at thig time
but since the crowd was moving in that direction he assumed
Senator KENNEDY was in front of him. GRIER was walking with
Mrs. KENNEDY and was acting as her egcort. GRIER explained
that regardless of which side of the stage KENNEDY left by

he would gtill have to follow the original route in order to
reach the elevator.

GRIER walked approximately ten or fifteen feet into
the kitchen area when he heard two or three sounds which
" resembled the sounds of {irecrackers. He then saw the group
of people in front of him scatter and observed a white male
standing in the opening. There were people on both sides of
this man and people were standing behind him. This individual
was holding a black object in his right hand which resembled
a gun., The man held this object at waist level, his elbow
wae bent and his forearm was parallel to the floor. This man
was standing on the floor. After observing this man, GRIER
moved to his right and went behind a piece of kitchen equipment
probably a garbage container. He then walked behind the
container to the opposite end and made his way towards the man
who was holding the gun. As he approached this individual, he
saw two other men, one of whom was BILL BARRY wrestling with
thig individual. The man still had the gun in his right hand
but he was now pushed back onto the top 9f a raised counter
or table. 'GRIER observed the gun being knocked from his hand
onto the table and at this point turned and tried to locate
Senator KENNEDY. When he refocused his attention on the man
who was originally holding the weapon, he noticed that this
person had retrieved his gun and was holding it in his hand.
At this instant GRIER was approximately sgix feet from him and
noted that the individualis arm was extended outward to the
side with the gun held in the hand. GEORGE PLIMPTON (phonetic)
was now wrestling with this individual and was trying to assist
BILL BARRY in seizing the gun. GRIER approached the group and

H
I
H
i
H
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shouted "I'11l take the gun”.’ He then grabhed the man's
right hand and placed higs own hand over the hammer and
around the trigger housing. He twisted the gun from his
hand and gained possession of the weapon. GRIER kept the
gun in hlc right hand and immediately tightly grasped this
lﬂleldual around the legs. He recalles that several other
people were holding this man.

Once the above individual was subdued, several
people came up and ftried to punch and hit him. GRIER
recalled that he was pushing these other individuals away
and trying to protect his prisoner. While holding this
individual he observed Senator KENNEDY lying on his back on
the floor approximately ten or twelve feet away. GRIER could
see blood on the right side of Senator KENNEDY's head and
it appeared that he was wounded behind the ear. He could not
onserve any other bHlood on Senator KENNEDY's body. He also
noted that a second white rale was also lying on his . back near
Senator KENNEDY and he appeared to be bleeding from the left
side of his head. GRIER noted that Senator KENNEDY'Q eyes were
partially open, however, he appeared to be in shdck. . -

GRIER continued to hold his prisoner and the gun un-
til some unrecalled person asked GRIER for the weapon. GRIER
refused to surrender the zun since he did not think it was .
safe to give it to anyone at this time. A few moments later
another person told him to give the gun to RAFER JOHNSON.
GRIER handed JOHNSON the gun and maintained hig hold on the
aan until police officers arrived at the scene. GRIER immediately
surrendered this individual to the police officers.

GRIER did not recall that the individual whom he
dicarmed made any statements whatsoever while in his presence.

GRIER described the gun which he seized ag being a
dark colored revolver possibly black with a short barrel.
He could not recall the chamber capacity of the revdblver
nor did he know the caliber of this weapon. It was GRIER's
impression that this was an old, rather than a new, gun.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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GRIER could not remember how many gun shote he
hegrd prior to the time he seilzed the revolver, however, he
is certain that no Qhotc were fired while he was disarming
the assailant.

GRIER stated that he has seen photographs of
SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN in the newspapers and on television and
is certain that this is the same individual whom he disarmed
and held for the pollce following the shooting of Senator
KENNEDY on June 5, 1968.

GRIER was questioned as to whether he observed
SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN in the Ambassador Hotel during the
evening of June 4, 1968 or prior to the shooting and he
gaid that he had not seen him prior to the time that he
disarmed him. GRIER was specifically asked whether he
gaw SIRHAN in the kitchen or serving kitchen area when Senator
KENNEDY walked from the elevator to the stage and he said he
did not obegerve him at this time. GRIER was asked whether
he observed anyone run Irom the servinz kitchen after he
first heard the gun shote and he said that he did not recall
anyone leave the area. GRIER wag then asked whether he
observed a white female wearing a white dress with platdk polka
dots in the area when the shooting took place and said that
he did not see such a person

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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RAMPART D?WECTIVL DIV]SLO
Pi.53 )
PHONE CALLé - Juné 7, 1968 hENN §DY SHOOTING DR 68-.521 466
e Gthh, hOOS‘ LT & BER¥ICE . ‘ 6768 10:30am

3 Y Phillips, R. &
. K Rathburn - Metre

]

N
e
Vo

Officers Phillips #12167 and Rathburn /1’790, went to Roosevelt
Gfier%s epproximately,iO:BOam to transport him to the Crand Jury.
Officexrs werc met by Mrs. Berﬁice Grier, who stated, "I took my
- husband (Rosie) to the airpsit about 7:30am this date. He was
on the Qam flight to New York. I believe it was American Airlines.
Roosevelt called the police erdVLWGNL and talked to a sergeant |
_who gave him permission to fly to New York. I don't know vhen

1t

he will return or where he will be staying in New York City.

4 ]
. - - . > . -
INDPERVIET OF RCO ,‘}')‘7}" A GREER ¢ TWEERVIEWED BY RE L“ SEREON
: - EETES Spalaing CII ,JET
- ' YT 1 > "t -
' ~608. 3:30 AM/3:58

Liehe ; TOANTERVIEWED O 65
.Phs G36-G441 ) ' :

CTARPE BT, - 453/560

~
,..-

BLll Barxxy, the Seunator; Mrsczﬁennedy $331d

P T were walking 1way from

thé stage vhen I heand seferal ShOuoc I looked up and saw & man

2 L <o

’,

holding a gun in his hcwo T think the gun was in his right hand. .

I didn't sce anyone fall as a resull of a on.uho "I went to vhere

/7
the nan with the gun was stending and hollex gsowe other won subdue (Lm
. ) z

hinm. ¥Me was still holding the gun so I tyis uCO it out of hig hand. . . -

Y later gave tho g;u*ﬁ 0 Rayford Johnson. "X saw two nen lying on Q
the floor, one of {hom wag Senator Kennedy, he was blceding froa the

haad.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)
[ 4.9 -3 ./

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 ' : Date 6/13/63

) BOOKER GRIFFIN, Director, Los Angeles Chapter,
Negro Industrial and Economic Union, 3421 South Vermont
Avenue, was re-interviewed and advised as follows:

GRIFFIN, after being shown a photograph of a
group of people in the corridor between the Embassy and
the Colonial Rooms of the Ambassador Hotel, which were
taken at the time of the shooting of Senator ROBERT F,
KENNZDY, stated that he was unable to pick out any a«= of
the individuals in the photograph as identical with himself.
He thought he should have appeared somewhere in the center
of the photograph.

GRIFFIN identified the doors appearing in the
center background of the photograph as being the doors to
the Colonial Room which was being used as the Press Room

-on the evening of June 4, 1963, and the early morning of
June 5, 1963.

On 6/12/65 Los Angeles, Californiapile # _ _Los Angeles 56-156

) .
by SA TERQY ¥, SHEETS/eh Date dictated 6/12/63

- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘Date €/11/63

BOOKER GRIFFIN, Director, Los An&eleq Chapbter of
Negro Industrial and Economic Union, 3421 South Vermont
Street, was interviewed and furnished the following infor-
- mation: .

GRIFFIN stated that he had been working for the
KENNEDY campaign commnittee in Southern CallfornLa, and on
June 4, 12€7, at spproximetely 190:15 p.m., he arrived
at the Ambassador Hotel and went to the Ambassador Room
where he talked to seversl individusls whom he does not now
recall. Aboub twenty minutes later, GRIFFIN stated that he

saw an individual in the Ambssssador Room whom he later saw shoot

Senator KENNEDY. He described him as being shabbily dressed
with baggy pents and looked as though he did not belong
there, that is to say, he did not look like a campaign

worker or KENNEDY supporter, GRIFFIN looked this individual
in the eye at which time the individual stared back. GRIFFIN
stated he noticed s girl whose description he doeg not recall
standing in close proximity to SIRHAN. He never noticed

them converse with each other, but he had thé feeling that
they were there together. GRIFFIN then secured a press

pass from PIERRE SALINGER for the Embassy Room and a2t approxi-

mately 10:45 p.m. he entered this room. Due to the number of
people in the Embassy Room and the heat emanating from the
television cameras, it was exbtremely warm =0 he went from

the Embassy Room to the press room from time to time to rest
and co901 down, -

At about 11:30 p.m., he saw SIRHAN in the kitchen corrid:

between the press room and thermmbassy Room. This is the
same corridor in which Senator KENN&DY was shot. He saw
SIRHAN there prior to The time that KeENNEDY went to the
Tmbasey Room to speak. During the time KENNIDY was spesking,
CRIFFIN sow SIRHAN in the corridor and also saw & white male,
about €1'2", further description of which he dozg not recall,
and a white female, 5'5", with blond bouffant hair, dressed
in a white flowing-type dress with colorationsg, standing
in clogfe proximity with SIRHAM. Neith=r of fthese individusls
had press passes or KENNEDY buttonq He saw these fthree
——individusis—at—teast—bEwo—or—Fthr 28— 3
numerous other individusls who were in the area,

On 6/11/68at Los Angeles, California p,. . Los Angeles 5€6-156

SA's LEROY VW, SHEETS and

by VINCENT I HﬁﬁNTTﬁi—TTﬁSijKTD“eduxwed /117653

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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GRIFFIN left the Embassy Room dprior to the completion
of KENNEDY's speech and went to the press rooia. He passed the
above three individuals in the corridor on his way to the press
voom at-thig time. He stayed in the press room approximately
two or three minutes and as he opened the do0r of the press roon
to the corridor, he saw SIRHAN fire the ghots at KENNEDY and
the other individuals. He could not recall how many shots
‘he heard. He gaw somebody holding SIRRAN and struggling
with him. Inminediately after the shot, CGRIFFIVN went over to
where KENNEDY was lying and spoke with hin 01 a few moments.
He then stood up and noticed the male gné feirale whom he had
seen in the corridor leave the area through the kitchen. He
tried to follow thesge two individuals but due to the rush
of the people in Tthe corridor_ he was unable to do so. GRIFFIN
never noticed these three individuals conversing with one
another in the corridor. S

GRIFFIN acdded that he would be unable to identify
ainy of these individuals except SIRHAN.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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C1-76
TECTIVE DZLVJZ. IO?\T‘ Q ’

INTRERVIEWS -~ JUNE 5, 1868 KENNEDY SHOOTING DR#EGE~521 466
4\ - -
GRIE?;FIN, BOOI‘iER, 8421 S. VERMONT, PHONE - 778-4360

Mr. Griffin was interviéwed at the Los Angeles Officé of the Negro
Industrial and Educational Unicn at 8421 S. Vermont on 6-7-68 at

11:30 a.m. (Mr. Griffin is the Los Angeles‘dixc"”or of the organization.
He states: "THAT he has known Senator Kennedy foxr about 10 or il years
and'also that he was active in the Senators' California campaing. '
On Tuesday evening, 6-4-68, at about 10:15 pPeM., Mrc Criffin aryrived

at the Ambassadcr Hotel for the election returns. He did not have a

Press Pass or other pass to get into the Embassy Room, sh he went

-downstaixs to the Awbassador Room which was spparently open to the

public. . o 7 s

While Mr. Griffin was in the Ambassador Room, he states that he

_observed two people whom he thought seemed out of place. He

states that there was a male whom he de scrxbcs as:

MALE, of some descent similar to Mexican; shoxrt, 5-4, or less;

LEPLIR Y

small build and shabbily oresood in 0ld clothes: Mr. Griffin
says that he is positive that hls man he saw is the susﬁéct in the
Kennedy shooting; Sirhan SIRHAN, and he ID the suspect from a picéure
the I/0 showed him; Mr. Griffin describes the othervpﬂr son, a

FEMALE, Cauc - ox "OF NO RDIC D!&SCF'\U:‘" 5*-5/6",' {(tallex th§.n the

male), with hair of unknown coloxr, but érxanged up oﬁ her head in
é fluffy manner, and wearing a dress Lhat was predominately whitke, but
that may have had othexr ‘color in it. Mr.Griffin stated the réason he
thought the two people seemad out of place was because GVeryone else

bUL these two ere celebrating the apparent Kennedy victory. Mr. Griffis

(continuead)

EAG
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KENNEDY SHOOTING DR ”6 ~-521 466 JUNE 5, 1968

GRIFFPIN, BOOKER —~ INTERVIEW -- continued

wvas snahving about 8 to 10 feet from the two people

¥ any conversation between them but stated

that he had what he describes as "negative eye contact"

o

o £3

After spending about 15 to 20 minutes downst
ambassador Room, I was able to obtain a press pass to go
into the Embassy Room. After Mr. Griffin had been in the
Embassay Room for an hour or so, he observed the same two
people that he had seen im-the Embassay Rom, and this-timg
there was anothex male with them. He descriged him as

> Male, with lighter complexion than the other
-mén, talll(6~o/6—2), NFD.
The three were standing in Lhe kitchen corxridor next to
the doorway that leads Lhrough the kitchen and ouL 1nto a

parking area. This was about 30 to 45 minutes before Senatoxr

Kennedy's arxival.

~Just prior to the conclusion of Senator Kennedy's speech; Mr.

Griffin passed through the-kitchen corridor and went into the
Press Room; he heard the first shots being fired. His position

in the doorway of the Press Room gave him a clear view of the

whole corridor. Almost simultaneously, he observed Senator
Kennedy throw one of his arms over his face, and the female and
the taller unidentified male run out of the doorway. Ile then
observed some peopXe struggling with the other male who still
had the gun ih his.hand.' When Mr. Griffin saw tbe two people

A

run out of the goorway, he rcmembers saying out loud, '(ontinucd

2025 RECEASEUNDER E.O. 141/6 -
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KENNEDY SHOOTING DR 68~521 466 JUWRE 5, 1968

GRIFFIN, BOOKER - INTERVIEW-CONTINUED

“They're getting away."
k3

MR, GRIFFIN retalls that

he mentioned to: a friend

Jdentify), that "there's

for some reason we don't

referring to the suspect

just.prior to the shooting,

(whom he does not want to

a guy I've been seeing all evening and
seem to take to each other". He was

he identified as SIRHAN SIRHAN.

STATEMENT INTERVIEW BY W. M. RATHBURN £11790, R.R. PHILLIPS $121(
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 8/6/68

Mr. PLUTE HAMILL was interviewed at his temporary
residence, 196 Berkeley Place, Brooklyn, Ncw York, telephone
number 638-8215. He stated that he will be moving within
a wezk to 479 1lU4th Street, Brooklyn, New York.

He is a free lance writer and on June 4-5, 1968,
while living in California, he covered the Senator ROBERT F.
KENNZDY campaign.

During the evening of June 4, 1968, prior to
Senator KZNNEDY making his victory speech, HAMILL was
in Scnator KENNEDY's suite in the Ambassador Hotel,
Los Angeles, California, with Senator KENNEDY and JIMMY
BRESLIN, the writer. HAMILL went to the elevator with
Senator KENNEDY when Senator KENNEZDY was on his way to make
his victory speech.

There was confusion at the elevators and
HAMILL did not get on the same elevator with Senator KENNEDY,

During Senator XKIZNNEDY's speech, HAMILL stood on
the podium to Senator XKENNEDY's rear and left. This was
near the left rear corner of the podium near some drapes and
some stairs that went down. Standing near HAMILL were GEORGE
PLIMPTON, the writer, and PLIMPTON's wife, FREDDY. Standing
‘near the stairs was BILL BARRY of Senator KENNEDY's starff.

During the speech "a guy” or a "kid" tried to
get on the podium by coming through the drapes which were
in back of HAMILL. BILL BARRY noticed this individual
and told him to get out. HAMILL would not recognize this
individual if he saw him again. : '

When Senator KuNNEDY finished his speech, HAMILL
or PLIMPTON asked BILIL BARRY which way to go out.

on _8/5/68 s _Brooklyn, New York " File# _ NY Lh4-1640

by __SA FRANCIS L, CASHIN/jrf Date dictated 8/5/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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BARRY pointed to a corridor to the pantry. HAMILL and
PLIMPTON went out that way which was down the nearby
stairs and HAMILL did not see Scnator KENNEDY leave the
podium. HAMILL next saw Senator KENNEDY in the pantry.
HAMILL was walking along with GEORGE PLIMPTON in front of
Senator KENNZDY and to his (Senator KMNVADY'Q) right about
ten feet. HAMILL did not know that Senator KENNEDY was
going to the press room but thought Scnator KENNEDY

was headed for "The Factory" wherﬂ a party was to be
held. As HAMILL was walking along and looking back,

he saw Sesnator KENNEDY turn to his left to shake

hands with someone. After Senator KENNEZDY shook- hands
with this individual, he (Senator KENNEDY) turned to
continue walking straight ahead. At this time what
HAMILL thought were five shots were fired in very

rapid succession. HAMILL looked and saw SIRHAN SIRHAN
who was standing in front of and to Senator KENNEDY's

left about seven or eight feet with his (SIRHAN's)

arm fully extended and hlQ face in tremendous concentration
shooting a gun at Senator KENNEDY. Senator KENNEDY

was ralling to the floor 'and someone caught Senator
KENNEDY .

ROSIE GRIER ran by HAMILL and "slammed" SIRHAN into
a table, GEORGE PLIMPTON rushed over to SIRHAN and went
for the gun. RAFER JOHNSON came out of somevhere and HAMILL
thinks that JOHNSON got the gun. SIRHAN was "thrown
up on a table" or group of tables and "slid down to the
end of the table" or tables,

There was much yelling and noilse and HAMILL
was momentarily "stupified". He then looked at his
watch. It was 12:12 a.m., June 5, 1968. HAMILL heard :
people saying such things to SIRHAN as "Why did you do it?"
HAMILL did not hear SIRHAN say anything.

HAMILL stated that he did not see or notice
SIRHAN before the shooting. HAMILL did not touch SIRHAN.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HAMILL went out of the hotel by or near the
press room to get his brother BRIAN HAMILL, a photographer,
who did not have a pass to get in to watch the speech.

HAMILL stated that he looked at his watch
when Senator KENNEDY's body was removed and it was
12:32 a.m. '

After the shooting WARREN ROGERS of "Look Magazine"
and BUD SCHULBZRG, a writer who liveg in Los Angeles,

~came out of the press room and into the room where the

shooting occurred.

HAMILL stated that he heard later that there
was an entrance to the hotel near the press room in which.

entrance to the hotel and the kitchen or pantry area
could be easily had.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





