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ey - () INTERVIEVS
Neer . . . ' . A . R . ,
fPERSON INTERVIEWED: HAMILL, Pete ' : DATE/TIME
1SEX RACEH HAIR - EYES HD WT DOB
;RESIDENCE ADDRESS 478 68th St., Brooklvn N.Y, PHONE (212) 833-2930
|BUSINESS ADDRESS ' Lo PHONE '
{INFORMATLION: (WHO, WHAT,WHEN, WHERE, WiY & SOW;
! Near R.F.X. when he was shot.
3 Not intexviewed by LAPD. Folldwipg is .a synopsis of the FBI Intexrview
3 of 8-5-68. . . - . .
3 Witness was on stage with Senatox during the speech. After the speech,
1 Witness was preceeding the Senatox through the pantry with Geoxrge Plimpton
3 1-1020. He looked back and obsexved the Senator shake hands with some
: _people and then start to walk away. At that time Witness heard 5 shots
; in rapid succession. He saw Sirhan standing about 7'-8' to the left
; front of the Senator. His ary vas fully extended and he was firing a
> L . - . TS 4
1 .  gun. There was a look of tremendous- concentration on his face. Wwitness
i * saw the Senator falling to the floor and someone catching him. -~
: R . . ) : . .
1 Witness recalled George Plimpton rushing to the suspect & going for the.
] _gun. Rosie Grier "slammed" Sirhan into a table, accoxding to Witness.
E : . .
; 1
ﬂ- . S i -
, : Do .

kw/10-7-68 . A .
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X RACE HAIR

EYES H WD

DATE/TIME 10-9-68 2:30pm

DOB

SIDENCE ADDRESS

" PHONE (?D) 4’99 213,

JSINESS ADDRESS

pHONE (212) 758-8280 Ex. 2
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hrORbATIOV’ (W0, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE , Wa¥ & HOW)

4' to 6 from

He heard the

left profllc.

'

bju/10-15~68

above dGescribed position.
qun nor the Senator being hit.
He described the suspect as

conccntratlon on his face. He next saw the
"up in the air.

in reviewing the moment of the
His next recollection was that
He was informed that therxe was
shooting and Grier arriving.
happened during that period.

OF THE SHOOTING.

shots and it was then that he

AN

+he Senator.

RE-INTERVIEW OEQWITNLSS nEGARﬁING HIS OBSERVAT Iows (IMPRESSIONS)

4

Witness was walking toward the COlOulgl Room, nreceedlnq Senator Kennady,
_ in the area of the West end of the ice wmachines. He had turned and was
'Wdlklnj backwards, looking at
standing with his boay facing in-an Eastexly direction and his head
turned to his left in a lor thly direction.
his booy and he was sheking hands. He was standing approximately 2’
South of the South end of the first steam table and anbfox1naLely 4!
Wwest of the West edge of the table.

He described the Senatoxr

His right arm was ac:oss

The suspect was standing approximatel
the Senator, near the centexr of the same table. HEis right
foot was forward and his right arm was extended with the gun in his rlghb
hand. Witness eoblmaueo the gun was aboat 2' from the Senatox. He
lnolca;ea he could be off on the dist ances due to the circumstances.

first saw the suspect in the
‘However, he did not see the flashes from the
llis view of the suspect's face was a
having a look of determined
Senator with his right hand

incident, witness recalled that he froze.

of Rosie Grier rushing toward the suspect.

about a twenty second period between the
He replied that he did not recall what
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

1 6/17/65

RAFER LEWIS JOHNSON, 5470 West Boulevard, Los
Angeles, California, telephone No. 294-1270, furnished the
following information to SAs JAMES CAGNASSOLA, JR., and JAMES
W. WOOD of the Federal Bureau of Investigation:

JOHNSON arrived at the Ambassedor Hotel, 3400 Wilshire
Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cslifornia, 8 PM, on June 4, 1968.
JOHNSON met two personzl friends and escorted them to the
Embassy Room in the Ambassador Hotel. At 8:30-8:45 PM, JOHNSON
went to the suite of rooms occupied by Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY
and his staff which were located on the fifth floor of the hotel.
Upon arrival at the suite, he spoke with BILL BARRY, Senator
KENNEDY 's bodygwsard . JOHNSON asked BARRY when the Senator was
-going downstairs to make a speech, but BARRY could not supply
this information at that time. JOHNSON told BARRY to let him
know when the Senator planned to leave. JOHNSON waited in the
KENNEDY suite and spoke with Mrs. ETHEL KENNEDY and other friends.

At approximately 11 PM, Senator KENNEDY went to the
fourth floor of the hotel and was interviewed on television.
Tmmediately thereafter he returned to the fifth floor and was
interviewed in a television studio which was set up on that
floor. JOHNSON accompanied KENNEDY during the interview.
Senator KENNEDY returned to his suite approximately at.11:20 PM
and at that time JOHNSON left the group and visited with his
friends in the Embassy Roon.

JOHNSON explained that entry into the Embassy Room was
restricted to people who had passes. He recalled that the
"press" hed green passes and that the KENNEDY staff and possibly
campaign workers were issued red passes. There also may have
been other colored passes in use. Security guards were stationed
a2t the main entrance to the Embassy Room. He recalls that there
was an entrance to this room on the south side which was being

used by the major television networks. There were no guards
on this door. : ¢

on ~ 6/13/68 , Los Angeles, Califérniapﬂe# Los Angeles 56-156

SA JAMES ¥W. WOOD and A B
by SA JAMES CAGNASSOLA, JR./JC/sdb

Datg dictated 6/14/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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After completing his visit in the Embassy Room, JOHNSCON
returned to the fifth floor at 11:40-11:45 PM, and asked BILL
BARRY when the Senator would go downstairs. Since BARRY did not
know the time of departure, JOHNSON joined the other guests in
the KENNEDY suite.

At midnight or shortly afterwards the KENNEDY party.
consisting of approximately 30 people began to leave the suite.
The group included Senator KENNEDY, ETHEL KENNEDY, JESSE UNRUH,
"pUCK" (complete name unknown), ROOSEVELT GRIER, Mr. (FNU) WILSON
of CBS, "STAN" (LNU) of Look Magazine, and BILL EPPRIDGE (phonetic}
of Life Magazine. The party also consisted of other newsmen,
camera men and writers whose identity are unknown. i

Senator KENNEDY left his suite in the company of
BARRY and JOHNSON. - The group walked down the hallway to the
‘right from the Senator's room and turned in the first corridor
to the right. They waited for an elevator, however, when it
arvived it was occupied by other passengers. Senator KENNEDY
got onto the elevator and then immediately got off since he
realized that there was not sufficient space to accommodate his
party. The KENNEDY party then moved to another elevator on the
same floor and Senator KENNEDY also got on it and left this
elevator for the same reason as stated above. Thereafter the
KENNEDY party went around the corner and turned left and were
proceeding in the direction of the freight elevator. JOHNSON
recalls that the elevator operator who was wearing an unrecalled
unifori was standing near the elevator door. He is not certain
who decided to take this elevator, however, he did not think
that it was strange that a freight elevator would be used since
most of the people in the KENNEDY party had used this elevator
previously. JOHNSON could not furnish any description of the
elevator operator other than to say he was not a Negro male.

T e el bt b
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When the party entered the elevator, JOHNSON recalls
seeing Senator KENNEDY, ETHEL KENNEDY, JESSE UNRUH, BILL BARRY
and ROOSEVELT GRIER. He does not know who instructed the elevator
operator to take them to a specific floor. When the elevator
stopped and the doors opened JOHNSON observed that they were in
the kitchen or serving area of the hotel and he presumed that it
was the same floor where Senator KENNEDY was to make his speech.

JOENSON does not remember who was off the elevator
first, but it may have been the men from Life and Look Magazines.
BARRY was leading Senetor KENNEDY. JOHNSON was following
behind the Senator and ROOSEVELT GRIER with Mrs. KENNEDY was
behind him. After leaving the elevator Senator KENNEDY stopped
when ‘a man dressed in a white uniform,presumably a kitchen
worker ,reached across the table to shake his hand. JOHNSON
moved toward this individual and raised his arm to keep him
away. The Senator reached across JOHNSON's arm and shook hands
with this man. Senator KENNEDY then moved approximately 15 feet
ahead and shook hands with a white female who was dressed in a
white uniform. The Senator then moved ahead five feet and
greeted another male kitchen worker. The Senator may have also .
shaken hands with a fourth kitchen employee. JOHNSON is unable
to recognize any of the wmen who shook hands with Senator KENNEDY
but said he could recognize the woman employee.

When Senator KENNEDY finished shaking hands with the
kitchen employees,; BARRY led him to the Embassy Room. The hallway
or corridor which the group was walking through was very crowded
with television cameras, KENNEDY workers and KENNEDY staffnembers.
The Senator was walking ahead of the group with BARRY. JOHNSON
and Mr. and Mrs. GEORGE PLIMPTON became separated from the
Senator because some member of a CBS camera crew was pulling a
cable in the corridor and blocked their passage for a few moments.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JOHNSON observed Senator KENNEDY enter the Embassy
Room through a door way which was crowded with people. He then
proceeded on to the stage. JOHNSON recalls that the stage was
surrounded by a curtain and that if the sbage was viewed from
the center of the ballroom, Senator KeENNEDY would have entered
the right side of the stage. During this time BARRY and JOHNSON
were standing together and he questioned BARRY as- to how the
Senator planned to leave the stage upon the conclusivp of the
speech. BARRY indicated that the exit would be made the same
way as they previously entered the stage. Shortly before the
_end of KENNEDY's speech, BARRY moved towards the Senator. .
Senator KENMEDY turned from the podium and started towards the

side of the stage by which he had previously entered. Senator ’
KENNEDY paused for a moment and then turned to the opposite T

direction (left side of stage). JOHNSON could not see whether

‘the Senator continued to the far left of the stage, but did

notice that his direction of travel was slightly towards the

rear. JOHNSON realized that the Senator was leaving the stage

by a different way and attempted to reach him but because of

the crowd he could.not move forward. JOHNSON, in the company of
Mrs. PLIMPTON, walked to the back of the stage (right side)near

the corridor and joined Senator KENNEDY asg he walked past. JOHNSQON
is vnsuare as to why KENNEDY left the stage in a different :
direction, , ’

. As Senator KENNEDY walked past JOHNSON, he ncticed that
BARRY and unrecalled other: individuals were in front of the ) )
Senator. Between Senator KENNEDY and JOHNSON, who were approximately
five feet apart,there was a camera man and a sound man, ldentities
unknown. JOHNSON and Mrs. PLIMPTON continued to follow Senator
KENNEDY through a darkened area and at a point, three or four
feet from an opened double doorway with a divider in the center,
JOHNSON heard a sound wnich reminded him of a bursting balloon.
A-second or two later, JOHNSON heard a second similar sound and
looking in the direction where he assumed the Senator should have
been, he saw smoke and fragments of paper in the air. The area
in front of JOHNSON was brightly. 1it possibly by camera lights.
After hearing the second noise, JOHNSON immediately assumed that
these noises were gunshots.» JCHNSON immediately moved forward pushing

I
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people aside,Due to the Zreat number of people in the area

forward movement was seriously impaired. As he passed through

the open double doors he saw BARRY hit and push a white male who
“was standing on the floor in fromt of him (JOHNSON) but -

- glightly. to the right. JOHNSON continued to push forward and

observed s wounded man 1lying on the fX¥oor in front of the doorway.
He saw blood on this person's forehead and also thought that he
saw a bullet hole in the top of his head. JOHNSON then observed
Sensetor KENNEDY 1ying on the floor in the same area. The
Senator was lying on his back in an almost flat position bub
looked as if he wes struggling to get up. His left arm was on
the floor, his right arm moved from'a down position beside his
head through an avch and down to his side. JOHNSON saw blood

on the floor beneath the right side of Senator KENNEDY's head.

He also saw blood on the right side of KENNEDY's head below the
ear and extending down the right cheek and down the right side of
his chest. Senator KENNEDY looked at JOHNSON and they stared

at each other for a moment.

JOHNSON wes then deciding whether to assist the Senator
or proceed towards BARRY who was attempting to subdue thg-white
male who JOHNSON assuimmed had been firing the gun. He approached
this individual and observed that he was still holding a gun
in his hand. JOHWNSON does not recall if the gun was being held
in the right or left hand. Other unrecalled individuels vere
trying to seize the weapon and at this time the assailant was
pushed back against a table. JOHNSON lunged at the man and
grasped the front part of the gun with his left hand. ROOSEVELT
GRIER had the obuttend of the gun in his hand. The assailant still
had his finger in the trigger housing. GRIER twisted the gun
from this individual's hands and at the same Lime JOHNSON tightly
held this person's body. JOHNSOHN then turned towards Senator
KENNEDY and saw that BARRY.was now at his side.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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At the same time that JOHNSON was holding the
assailant, ROOSEVELT GRIER was holding the man around the
weist and by the left leg. GEORGE PLIMPTON was holding the
man's right arm and was holding his right side. A hotel
employee ,who JOHNSON described as having a fair complexion with
a sunburn, was holding the assailant around the neck. Another
hotel employee who appeared to be an Italian or Armenian was also
holding this individual. At this time a male voice said,

~ "Let me have the gun. Let go ROSIE", (meaning ROOSEVELT GRIER).

"Tet go RAFER." JOHNSON then shouted to this individual who

was speaking,'shut uP". JOHNSON then shouted to GRIER, "ROSIE
let me have the gun." The male voice then said, "Let RAFER have
the gun." JOHNSON then repeated to GRIER, "ROSIE give me the
gun", and GRIER complied with his reguest. JOHNSON placed the
gun in his left pocket and released his grip on the assailant.
JOHNSON remained next to this man and while he was standing

there said to this individual "Why did you do it?" The man did
not answer. JOHNSON, moving his face directly in front of the
assailant and looking directly into hils eyes repeated '"Why did you
do it?" The man did not respond. JOHNSON then clenched his

fist and placed the back of his fist on the assailant's forehead.
JOHNSON then repeated, "Why did you do it?" The assailant
answered "I'1ll explain it." The assailant did not speak any
other words while he wasin JOHNSON's presence. Several minutes
later, JOHNSON observed two unibmed Police Officers approaching
and he left the assailant and moved to where Senator KENNEDY

was laying. Two men with a stretcher were with the Senator and
ETHEL KENNEDY said to them "Don't move him, Don'‘t 1ift him".
JOHNSON heard the Senator say "no don't." The Senator was then
placed on the stretcher and taken to the freight elevator. JOHNSON
stood guavd at the elevator door and only allowed the KENNEDY
family and a few other people to enter the_ el evator, JOHNSON wanted
to remain with the Senator so he ran from the kitchen area into
the lobby and took the nearest elevator to the fifth floor where
he assumed Senator KENNEDY would be taken. Since he did not

find the Senator on the fifth floor, he returned to the ground
floor of the hotel and found the area where the ambulances were
parked. He then learned that the Senator was taken to the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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hospital and he with Deputy Mayor QUINN went to Central Receiving
Hospital in CUINN's automobile. At the hospital, Police Officers
allowed_him to enter at QUINN's direction and he saw Senator
KENNEDY. While in the hospital a Police Officer asked JOHNSON
for the sssailant's gun and JOHNSON denied that he had the

weapon. He then saw two men whom he recognized as Police
Detectives. JOHNSON told these men that he had the assailant's
gun and asked if Chief THOMAS REDDIN was at the hospital. One

of the detectives told JOHNSON that REDDIN was not present, but
that they would take possession of the gun. JOHNSON informed

the detectives that he would only surrender the gun at Police
Headquarters. The detectives thereafter transported JOHNSON

to Good Samaritan Hospital and accompanied him to the floor

vhere Senator KENNEDY was being treated.- The same- detectives
then drove him to the Los Angeles Police Department Headquarters
and at this time JOHNSON surrendered the gun. The gun was given
To Sergeant CALKINS and Sergeant MC GANN who are assigned

to the Los Angeles Police Departiment Detective Bureau, 150

North Los Angeles Street, Los Angeles, California.

JOHNSON said that the assailant's gun was a revolver,
black in color with brown grips. The barrel of the gun was
approximately four inches long. JOHNSON was unable to recall
the caliber of this weapon.

JOHNSON stated that he has seen photographs of SIRHAN
BISHARA SIRHAN in the newspaper and on television and SIRHAN is
the same person who he helped to subdue following the shooting
of Senator KENNEDY and others on June 5, 1968, at the Ambassador
Hotel. JOHNSON is certain that he did not see SIRHAN in the
hotel or elsewhere prior to the time he helped to subdue him.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JOHNSON does not reéall seeing a woman wearing a
white dress with polka dots either prior to or after the

shooting. He did not see anyone run from the kitchen area after
the shooting occurred.

He explained that the kitchen or serving area was very
crowded and that when the first shots were heard people immediately
fell to the floor or attempted to hide to keep out of the line
of fire.

JOHNSON said that he is certain that he heard at least
four shots. The first shot was followed one or two seconds
later by a second shot. The second shot was followed by a
‘5tring of shots", exact number unrecalled. No shots were fired
while JOHNSON was attempting to seize the assailant's gun. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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RON THIRLMAN, C58 UHE 28, 1948,
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6
7 | Rafer Johnson resides at 5470 West Boulevard , Los Angeles,
telophone 294-1270. ’ .
8
9 ) .
- 10 Johnson indiczated that along with Grier, and other
11 | members of Senator Konnedy!s campaign group, that hé had spent
12 | the evening in the Senaﬁor‘s suite on the Fifoh Floor at the
. 4
:<j3 13 | Apbzssador Hotel. Whoen the {ime came Tor the Senator to
. 14 ad&ress a group in the Embassy Roon, Lhcy left the suite and
15 | took a service elevabor to the L;.:hon area adjacent to the
16 | Zmbassy Roou. The Senator entered the stage via a set of
| stairs on the left side (left side facing from the stagfe o
18 | the voom). dJdohnson positioned himself -on the lcft slde of the
19 | stsge during the speech. .
20 Tt was his undorstanding that at the coanclusion of
21 | the speech; the Senator was to exit the same way, however, ab
22 | the cvonclusion he obberv .4 the Senavor turn around and go
g 2% | ghroush some curtdins at the rear of the stage. Johnson then
”(:) 24 | exitod by goinz through the door irmediately next to the sbals
2% | on the lelt side of the stage. The door entered into a foyer
’ 26 | area adjacont to the kitchen. Jolmson recalled that the roow

Form 618 (R-3-1)
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guite crowded apd the complexity of the situation was

2 | increased by the presencce of

:£:> 3 _ At the time of the shooting, he placed himseli in
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£ the doors leadings into the kitchon, however,

-

5 | he had not yel enbered the kitcheon. He estimated he was two

1.

6 | or three pacés Lfrom the door. He yecalled heariung what he had

7 | first thought- was the pop of two balloons but then in looking
8 | into the kitchsn area he obaorxod smoke. He immediately ran

3

9 | into the kitchen arez and hvwo-d toviard the dircction of the
10 | smoke. He recalled sceing a man lying on the floor who ho

11 | thousht was dead (orobably Paul Schrade). He then saw

12 | Senator Kennedy lving on the floor and paussd momentayily ove
13 | the Senator.

14 ) He related that at the time he felt there was

15 | nothinz he cowld do for the oCﬁ"tcr and 20 he turned and went

’ 16 | in ths directvion of a £TOUP of men acuffling with the man,
17 | He hesrd someons shoutineg, "Get tha gun, get the gun". A%
18 | that time, he obaerved Resie Grisyr, along with other men,
19 hOlilﬂ“ a suspect. He saw the gun in thoe suspect’s hand and

. 1

20 | dove across the table in an effort Lo grab the gun. He got

1

21 his.hand on the gun but Rosise C

=
o
<
=
cr
b
O

emad
o)
F
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ot
n

wricr had bette
22 | Rosie removed the gun Trom the suspect's hand and gave it ©o
23 | him. Johnson stated he kept the gun in his possession until

24 | his arriveol at Romport Station at which time he turn the gun

25 | over to & police officer named HeGann (3gt. McGanu, Homicide
26 | Division),
* L L] [ ] .
Form 618 (R-3-4)
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1NT”“V1E\S ~ JUNE 5, 196 KENNEDY‘SHOOTING DR 68521 166
(
IN[P?VLEJCD BY ;.JL IinﬁjNg HON]CLD DIQ.- Lo
Y )
STATEMENT OF RAFER JOHMSON
5470 Vest Blvd
90013 ;
‘_ Ph 93}3 -3.270 |
Can I.D. suspv and’gun,‘,(ﬂeard one shot, Kennedy entered deor. Then
heard several more, Sy fhe time.2nd shot fifed, he was at door.) '
. Susp. pacing Kennedy who ﬁas walking east bouna surrounded by
newsmen. ‘hen Johnson entered through door, he éaw Rosey Graier .
heading toward susp. who vas holding the gun. Grier got to the .
susp. and g rabbed hlm before Johnson did. Susp. was stili '
waving gun out in front of him. Johnson thought it was held in
his left hand. Johason ftook possession of The gun. Sﬁsp‘ was
h&éld by CGrier, Johnson, znd other unk persons. Susp . turned
over to Un¢f0f7 of fic at scenée Susp. taken out through main
. 1obby. -Susp. described as Male Latin, 25/26, short, thin, dark
curly hair, med. length, blue aenim pants, jacket unk color, blk sock
Johnson asked, "Why &id you do 4t" Susp stated in English, "I'11
explaini it." As Johnson passed Kennedy, he noted Kennédy, an
aide, and possibly a women downn !
: ;%%ii;éiy ;425%$ézijij7' Z%Z;xyyyyg%ij77 ciy@?c7 P B A
=03 Fee Aé»"’a’"“"’f/-'?{@f /’7 Atz Araa, &
\//)/»/Jsa«) & L JEI2CR] 7»é 4«7‘,, D=2 /g 7 C S
/-2’5 ¢/ é;/v/c B :«;7//7 J2 D ‘?}2(7;,- cel,
L D A /4 ”/ LD AAE ¢ T Glr A /7/’/ xZ LT it
o 727« pes é& 7 A Sy B L7 ,4/41 (o Sl & d
) fﬁ)l\D 9& ‘/) Kﬁ/ﬁ ‘47'7// /,;,17,(,//._7 (-‘7//5/ (4/\/’//,«,
L /%4rv 7 {,f »z// f./74 V//w/ AT MZZﬁ- 7T Tl
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 6/28 /68

7 [

JOHN WILLIAM LEWIS, 11606 Vantage Hill, Arlington,
Virginia, was interviewed on June 20; 1968, and furnished the
following information:

He stated he works as the electrician with the crew
of JIM WILSON and BOB FUNK. The crew had been under contract
to Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS), Washington, D. C., for
coverage of Senator KENNEDY's presidential campalgn. LEWIS
said he was not on the Oregon campaign, except the last
night, due to being on his honeymoon.

On-the night of the assassination the crew was in

Senator KENNEDY's suite of rooms before the speech in the
Embassy Room. As they left to go to the Embassy Room the
Senator rode down on the elevator and the crew ran down five
flights of stairs. They filmed the speech from the stage.
After the speech LEWIS said BILL BARRY said, "BOBBY, we're
supposed to go this way.” "This way" meant through the crowd.
he Senator answered "No' and headed down the steps toward
the rear. LEWIS said they followed about ten to tuwelve

feet behind. He first heard the shots vhen they reached the
swinging doors. It sounded like a 'pop" then a number of _
shots in rapid succession. He and the crew rushed forward, still
filming and knelt down to KENNEDY's head. LEWIS said he
told JIMMY to keep shooting. JIMMY was crying and shouting
and was not looking through the view finder. IEWIS stated
he grabbed the lens and aimed it the best he could. At the
end of the magazine.JIMMY said, "I can't do anymore, we're
out of film." LEWIS said he ran to the Colonial Room and
got another magazine. He fought his way back to the kitchen
and gave the mazazine to BOB FUNK. JIMMY then threaded the
film and laid the camera aside. LEWIS said he helped block
the entrance, where KENNEDY was eventually taken out, with
two laundry carts.

On

by

6/20/568  at Yashinzton, D. G, File # _ WEB 173135

SA_ROBERT_F. PETTY/nln Date dictated —0/24 /68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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When the ambulance arrived LEWIS said he got the
camera and gave it to JERRY SIMS and they followed the ambulance
in a cab and filmed the rest of the events at both hospitals.

LEWIS stated he could not recall seeing SIRHAN before
seeing him on television. He did not see the girl in the
polka dot dress.

The other news media men he said he could recall in

the corridor were JOHN HART, CBS, Washington, D. C., and
JERRY SIMS, free lance;, Los Angeles.

|
|
|
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 7/1/68

- FRANK MANKIEWICZ, Press Secretary to Senator ROBERT
F. KENNEDY on his presidentiasl campeign advised that he and
PIERRE SALINGER had planned that Senator KENNEDY, following
his victory speech in the Embassy Room of the Ambassador Hotel,
would then go to a room occupied by SALINGER which was to the
right of Senator KENNEDY and then the Senator would go on to
the Colonigl Room.

He stated when Senator KENNEDY finished his talk he
left the podium and proceeded toward the Colonial Room which
was off to his left. He said he attached no significance to
the fact Senator KENNEDY proceeded in the direction of the

. Colonial Room, as the routes taken by Senater KENNEDY were

not definite and he often went directly into a crowd rather
than through some easier end less crowded rvoute as plammed.
He stated BILL BARRY or FRED DUTTON might possibly know why
Senator KENNEDY proceeded to the Colonial Room after his talk,

MANKIEWICZ stated he trailed Senator KENNEDY by
about ten to twelve feet as he moved toward the Colonial Room.
He said as he passed through some double doors he heard a
noise, similar to the sound of fire crackers, and thought it
vas inapproprlate to be setting off fire crackers.

He stated he:never saw SIRHAN SIRHAN, the suspected
assassin of Senator KENNEDY, and as he moved forward he recalled
seeing PAUL SCHRADE, a United Auto Workers official, lying on
the floor about two feet from the body of Senator KENNEDY.

He sald he then saw a "tableau” of arms in a struggle
and a gun lying on a table. He said he could not see the head
of the man the group was struggling with.

He estimated that fifteen people were between him
and Senator KENNEDY when the shots were fired.

6/24/68 ., Washington, D. C. Filex  WFO 173-135

by.

SA JOSEFH C. KELLY and

SA WALTER B. SAVAGE JCK:slb oo 7/1/68

This documen! contains neither recommendolions nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;
it and ils contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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He said & Mr. UECKER, an Ambassador Hotel employee,
was leading Senator KENNEDY through the narrov passage way
enroute to the Colonial Room,

‘He stated that Mrs. GEORCE PLIMPION reportedly walked
past the suspected assassin, SIRHAN SIRHAN, and saw a gun in

" SIRHAN's hand just before the shooting.

MANCIEWICZ stated as he trailed Senator KENNEDY on
his route, he could not be of more assistance and thus could
furnish no additional information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

1 o 6/7/68

ROSS-MATTHEW MILEBER, JR, M,DI} a surgeon -
with offices at 537 West Compton Boulevard, teleptione
number 639~5515, residence at 1319 Atlantic Drive,
Compton, California, telephone number 636-7518, was
interviewed at his office, ‘ ,

He advised that he 1is also a Compton City ‘
counctlman and is president of the Compton Union High
School Board and that he and his wife IRIS head up the
Compton KENNEDY Headquarters, and he is a member of the
Democratic delegation.

Doctor MILLER stated that on June 4, 1968, he
arrived at the Ambassador Hotel between 9:00 and 9:30 p.m.,
accompanied by his wife, They visited with democratic
delegate members and Mrs. CRANSTON and other persons
during the evening, mostly on the floor level below the
Embassy Room,

' During the victory speech made by Senator z
ROBERT F. KENNEDY, he was with his wife and numerous
other persons watching the speech on television in a
small dining room located one floor below the Embassy
Room., He stated that after the speech and almost
simultaneously with the television announcement that
someone had been shot, someone ran past the room he was
in and shouted "KENNEDY has been shot". He stated that
he then asked some persons Jjust outside that dining
room if they had been upstairs and what the situation-
was, but could learn nothing.

He then went upstairs to the Embassy Room level
by the nearest stairway and attempted to go into the
Press Room next to the Embassy Room., However, a security
guard would not let him enter the Press Room., He stated
that an unknown individual was permitted by the 'guard to

e #

On 6/7/68 at Compton, California = o4

This document contains neither recommendations nor i i
1 3 conclusions of the FBI. It nd is -
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

Los Angeles 56-156 _
\
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enter the Press Room, and he pushed his way in with this
individual.,

He said the attention of people in the Press Room
was directed to the doorway leading to a kitchen access
hallway and at that time he saw uniformed policemen and
men dressed in plain clothes who may or may not have been
policemen, bringing a man forcefully out of this hallway
into the Press Room and whom he now believes looks like
the photographs he later saw of the suspect SIRHAN SIRHAN.

He stated that he then pushed his way through
that doorway from the Press Room into the kiltchen access
hallway behind the Embassy Room, and there he saw Senator
ROBERT F. KENNEDY lying on the floor on his back being
attended by some unidentified people.

He stated that he took Mr. KENNEDY's pulse, which
he estimated was 130 beats per minute and 4id not
consider this to be criticel and by the fact he was
being attended by someone, he left to attend to another
man, PAUL SCHRADE, who was 1lying on the floor closer
to the Press Room door and also checked his pulse.
SCHRADE 's pulse was good, and he then examined the wound
high above the forehead in the hair line area at the
center of the head and checked the back of the head
to see if there was an exit wound and found none. He -
stated that the blood on Mr. SCHRADE's face and wound was
clotting and bleeding had apparently stopped, so he
directed his attention back to Mr, KENNEDY.

He stated that he asked the man who was attending
Mr., KENNEDY if he was a physician and either that man or
Someone else attending KENNEDY affirmed he was a physician,
and Doctor MILLER believing Mr. KENNEDY was as well attended
as circumstances permitted,returned to Mr. SCHRADE.

He stated he does not know the identity of the
physician who was then attending Mr. KENNEDY and does
not believe he could identify him if he should meet him
face to face because of the turmoil, excitemert , and the
fleeting seconds he was there.

He stated that a stretcher was brought in, upon
which Mr. KENNEDY was placed and removed from the kitchen.

*
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access hallway, and he went back to Mr. SCHRADE and then
quickly looked at a young boy 18 or 19 vears of age who
had a non-critical wound in the thigh and also a grown
man who was more critically wounded in the stomach, but
not in danger of expiring lmmediately. He said he then
went back to Mr., SCHRADE and helped put him into a
stretcher, which had been brought in and accompanied him
in the ambulance to Central Receiving, Hospital, where~ppon
arrival he directed an unknown doctor and nurses to the
immediate attention of Mr., SCHRADE's wound.

Doctor MILLER said he then went to Mr. KENNEDY's
room which was either adjoining Mr. SCHRADE's room or
next to a service room which did adjoin Mr. SCHRADE's
room and saw Senator KENNEDY being attended and noticed
that Mrs. KENNEDY was also there holding her husband
by the arm. He overheard hospital people discussing
whether or not to remove Mrs. KENNEDY, but a nurse
stated that she was not causing any disruption in his
treatment and permitted her to remain, '

He said Mr. KENNEDY was placed in a respirator
and that he helped the other doctors administer Dextran
intravenously =~ this being a blood replacement to keep
volume up until whole blood could be administered.

Albumen was also being administered along with the Dextran
fIluid by insertion of a needle permitting the albumen

to flow into the same tubing by which the Dextran was
teing administered., He stated that the albumen needle
had come out of tfe:Dextran tubing whereupon he cleaned
this needle and replaced it into the Dextran tubing.

He stated that shortly thereafter he assisted
in lifting Senator KENNEDY into a stretcher as he was
being transferred to Good Samaritan Hospital and
continued assisting until he was placed into an ambulance
for this transfer,

He stated that he then returned to Mr. SCHRADE !'s
room and saw that he was being well attended, whereupon
he departed the hospital and upon' coming out the front
entrance he saw numerous news men and asked for a ride
back to the Ambassador Hotel and was invited to ride with
two unidentified men. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Doctor MILLER stated that he did not notice
anyone or anything at the hotel prior to the shooting whom
he now would suspect had anything whatever to do with the
shooting. He said he has no information whatever regarding
the suspect who is now in custody and did not notice him
or anyone resembling him prior to the shooting, and saw
no one fleaing the.shooting area whom he would connect
with the shooting.

Doctor MILILER further stated that there were
numerous persons whem.he can identify, members of the
delegation and others whom he knows by name who were at
the Ambassador Hotel and that he and his wife could prepare
an extensive list of these persons which he would furnish
when completed.
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fr. GEORGE PLIMPTON was interviewed at his
residence, 541 East 72nd Street, New York, New York.

: He staned that he was in California for :
approximately the week prior to June 4, 1968, making
speecheslin behall of Senator ROBERT KERNEDY,

On sthe night ©f Juns 4-5, 1968, prior to Senator
KENNEDY's speech, he was in Senator KENNEDY's suite at
B~ 2
the Ambassador hetol in Los Angeles, Caiifornia,.

He left the suite with Senator KENNEDY's
party and went down a buck elevator, by the kitchen
and on to the podlum in the ballroom where Sen=2ior
KENNEDY made his speech., During the speech, PLIMPTON
was on the stage and stood to the. rear and to the left
of Senat“”,KgNNLDV

PLIMPTON was not part of the planning as to
the route to take to or from the ballroom and Jjust
"tagged along" therefore he did not know if the
plan, if there was one, of departure was changed.

. When Senator KENNEDY LlnlSheQ his soeecn,
‘he turned to the rear cof the stage and started that
way in the general direction of PLIMPTCN. PLIMPTON,
ant1c1pat1nc that Senator KENNEDY was going out the back
of the stage, preceded Senator KENNEDY and went to.
the right after leaving the Staove PLIMPTON was-
walklnd along about 12 feet in Ifront of Senator KENNEDY
and would look back Lo see that he (PLII?TON) was going
in the correct direction. ‘

Ev1dently as he was walking along he wal&ed

* by SIRﬂAW STIRHAN ouu did not notice hlm.

on 6/27/58 . New York, N.Y. ez M 41640
' SA FRANCIS L. CASHIN:jrf ] 6,/28,/68
by. Date dictated \ .
This documtn! conlains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl It is the prnpeny of the FBI and 1s looned fo your ogency:
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At one point he looked back as wag his
pract.ce and saw that he was gocing in the correct
direction and Senetor KENNEDY was about 12 feet hehind
him and was shaking hends with one of -the kitchen
emplovees, He than locked forward and et that
moment he heavrd very sharp shots. He knew they were
'shots and thinks tha% there were five of them in very rapid
succession. ' - .

He turned his head and saw people reacting,
‘shouulmT end screaming.

Th@;e was a crowd around Senator KENNEDY
and PLIMPTON could not see everything clearly but he u
thinks that BILL BARRY of Senator XKENNEDY's staff, may hav
knocked down SIRHAN SIRHAN oOnce or twice. Oub of the - .
great crowd around Senator KENNEDY came another . '
smaller crowd. In this latter group was JacX. a red-
headed male membor of Senator KEMNHDV'S sL,aJ10 SIDHAN
SIRHAN and maybe BILL BARRY. *ACK the rea~read, and. -
mayte BARRY had SiRHAN, BARRY thon turned back
to Senator KENNEDY who was 1ying cn. the floor.

PLIMPTCY grabbed for STIREAN who still had ‘the
gun. At this point, JACX, the red-hesd, and PLIMPTOMN
had SIRHAN by the arm and had him cover a steam table
trying to get the gun from his hand. There may have
been a third pa*‘ holding SIRHAN. At about this time,
PLIMPTON thinks %hez gun-came loose from SIRHAN'
hand but SIRHAN recovered it immediately. There were
no shots rired. Things hazppened very Tast aud others
were heloing to subole SIKHAN, A man wearing a seer

sucker jackeb had hold of SIRHAN's leg and ROSIE GRIER
had hold of SIRIIAN.

The s»ruegle for the Gun toox a long time as
SIRHAN nhed a2 firm grip on 1t. With JA the rca~head
and PL”MPTON holdlng SIRHAN's WTlSu, a UQLSdn wno PLIMPTON
thinks was GRIFR got the gun out of SIRHAN's hand.

I
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At one point SIKHAN said something such as
fyou'lre hursing my leg.” PLIMPTON did not hear SIRHAN
say anything else,

SIRHAN was now SubduQJ and being held by JACK,
the réd-head, ROSIE GRTER, the male in tvhe seer sucker
jacket who bad SIREAN by the leg and PLIMPTON- who ‘had
SIRHAN by the wrist. They held him until the police
arrived and SIRHAN wes turned over to the custody
o7 the police. JESSIE UNRUH was present and did most’
of the talking to ithe police and went with the police
and SInhAN

PLIMFION did not go to see Senator KENNEDY

-~—as ‘he, "PLIMPTON, was HOLdlng SIRHAN, -PLIMPTON thinks

that Senator KENNTDY was taken oubs before STRHAN was bub
is not sure of this As his attention was-on SIRHAN,

After STRHAV was tu*ned OVEY O the pollce,
PTIMPTON went to the Good Samaritan Honltal Vnore
Senator KENNEDY had been uaken.

While SIRHAK was Heind held, people asked
nim why he did it and PLIMPTON as&od nim why he did it.
SIRHAN did not answer any of these people.

PLIMPTON had never seen JIRHAN prior to the
shooting and PLIMPTCN noticed.nothing unaue prior to the
shooting

PLIMPTON dld not see the other snOOulnd
-incidents.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 | bote. 6/20/68

VIARRIN ROGERS, 1622 39 h Street, N.W,., UaSQLnoton,
C., (WBC) furnished the following information:

He advised that he is employed by "Look" HMagazine
as their WIC Bureau Chief. He said that on June 5, 1968, he
was in the Ambassador Hotel, los Angeles, California. He
stated that he had been in the Embassy Room during mest of
Senator KEITNEDY's speech, but had gon2 to the temporary press
headquarters in the Colonial Room just prior to the conclu~
sion of the speech.

ROGHEES said that he was in the Celonial Room when
he heard what he thought to be firvecrackers being fived. He
_said he immediately went out of the Colonial Room thro ugh the
door into the kitchen area. He gaid that he van into a Lﬂﬂb
of people stxuggling with a man who was later idantified as
STHHNAN STIRIAN., ROCERS said that he did not sea KENNEDY shot.

(

0]

RCGERS said tha
vnhah was during KEMNRDY

ns
n

AN : -

that KEMIEDY planned to come to the Colonis

kitchen area, He said that to t 1

was. KENEDY's own idea to go via the kitchen in oxder

avoid the large crowd in the Bubassy Foom. Heimcallec
¥t

orlgiLzl plan had been for KEREDY te exit through

1 o ma? o

in the Gubassy Room, but this was cna nged 23 stated above

He said there was no indication that anyene other than KEE?E??

influengeaxne change. '

TRS said that he had never seen SIRHAN STRHAN

vior to tne slootin and could not recall seding any gizrl
- dress ' | '

e

Jk.'

'6/20/68 __a_ Washinzton, D.C. Filos  WFO 173135

by SA R. STRVEN PCLACHEK:beh 6/20/68

Date dictated

This document conloins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL It Is the properly of the FBI ond Is loanod to your agency;
it ond ils conlents are nol lo be distributed outside your a
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Dag&jlollo/ss

, _ Mr, WALTER J. SHERIDAN, 4901 Edgemoor Lane,
Bethesda, Macyl and, who is emnTOyeJ as & speclal corres~
pondent by the National Broadcasting CO“p nyp advised that
he went to los Angeles, Cal.ufo:ana9 immedia ely following
the Indiana Primaxy Election in 1968 and that he was in
close contact with the Senator ROBERT KENNEDY Campaign
Headquavters in Los Angeles fiom that time until Senator
KENNEDY was shot on June 5, 1968, ‘

Mo SHEQIDEN related after observing a photograph
AN -B. SIREAN that to his Lnowleooe he had never seen
d ivi Cx..lce_l ° :

Yty
iS

.
TEae

Ir
i

: _ Me SH“aIDAN stated that on June 4, 1968, he worked
at tho‘Wilshire Boulevard Headquarters of Senﬁtor YF“NQDV and
at ebout the times the polling placeb closed he went to the
Anobassador Hot cl He was at the Ambassador Hotel with CAESAR
CHAVEZ vho is from Deleno, California, and had brought a
group of about 200 Mexican-American farm laborers to Los .
Angeles to help with the election, He noted that CHAVEZ is
the head of the farm workers in Delano, California, M,
SHERIDAN related that during the evening of June 4, 1968, he.
had made arvangements for the above workers to be present
when Senator KERNEZDY spoke after results of the election
became knovn and he had bszen to Senator KENNEDY's suite at
the Ambassador Hotel to arrenge for CHAVEZ to speak personally
with KENNEDY, After such arrengenents were made; he went to
find CHAVEZ in-a lower level of the Ambassador Ho»el but
could not ]ocate him,

Mr, SHERIDAN said that RICHARD COLEMAN, a Los .

Angeles attorney, had invited him, CARCL ASH, THERESA
WALSTUN and KATIE MIRPEY to dinner and that this group was
on___10/9/68 o Washington, D, C, Files:. WFO 173-135
A RUBLRT W, DAUSLN:tad 10/10/68
by: Dote dictated
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[=1)

This document centcing neither recomm icns nor ceaclysions of the FBL It is the property of the F3! ond 15 losn2d 1o your agency;




WFO 173-135 ; T

eating dlnner at the Chancellor Hotel when they learned of
Senator KENNEDY being shot ‘
L . SﬂEhTDAN stated that two nights before the election
...a reception was held for Senator KENNEDY and his wife at the
~...Cocoanit Grove at the AmoaoQu dor Hotel, On this occasion the
hotel was very crowded and he accompanied Senator KENNEDY
from his voom to the reception and tnoy vere taken through
the serving kitchen to avoid the crouds, SHERIDAN was of -
the ov*nion that SIRHAN may have observed this and been
able to have pooitiOuvd himself to be near KENNEDY after
RENNEDY spoke following the election, '

- HE tated that QUIlHO the day of June 4,
1908 the KIBT AH (pLone’ic) KHAN, an Iranian, was at the
”Wflsnlre Boy adquarters of Senator KENNEDY.

SHERTIDAN sa

told SHERIDA

SHERTDAN ‘a

he] |

introduced himself at that time and
et SHERIDAN on a previous occasion,
7as not true but that he knew KHAN
63 or 1964 when an attorney acquaintance
W when the KHAV had alleged that the
priated millions of dolna*s of U, S,
d that he mentionad seelng KHAN in
Los Angeles on June 4, 1968, only as he had heard that thcre
wag scme connection butveen KHAN and SLR&AN

huo rﬂpr _onted KH

EQ
L
‘EJ\‘
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3
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=
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

6/12/68
Date

STEVEN SMITH, Southern California Coordinator for the
KENNEDY Campaign, made available through a clerk, LUCY SALINGER,
copies of proposed itineraries toO be utilized by the Senator
and his party in their West Coast Campaign.

' These itineraries cover the dates of March 23 through
March 25, 1968, April 18 and 19, 1968, May 6, 7, 15, 16, 20, 21,
op, 2L, 28, 29, 30, and 31, 1668, and June 2, 3, and L, 1958.

SMITH advised theése schedules normally would have
been prepared by the "Advance Men," JERRY BRUNO or JOE DOLAN.
BRUNO would have been more concerned with the travel during the
latter part of May 1968, while DOLAN was more active in the
earlier dates and, he believed, particularly in the Oregon travel.

SMITH stated further that these itineraries were
subject 0 change and that more specific information should be
available through the KENNEDY Headquarters in Washington, D. C.,
as to any alterations that may have occurred in the original

schedule.

65/11/58 Los Angeles, California Los Angeles 556-150 .
n at File #

'/I}/g!)

S TIMOTHY L. DONOVAN/sro 6/12/68

by

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the i
) 2 1 . property of the FBI and
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. perty 's loaned to
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" PEDERAL BURFAU OF INVESTIGATION .+ - -
T l.)--g-t;fnece}nber 9, 1668

LT M. TheoBore J. Sorensen, aVJovney 575 Malisen dve., . v
T ¥ew York, New York, stated tharv he was a member of :

"o Senator Roberb Kennedy ‘s presiGential camplign and as ; B
'~;_i“‘SUﬂh was in &he Awmbassador Hobe ., ios Apgeles, California

on une night of June 4.~ 5, 1068,

During senator Kennedv's Speech and lmmediavely after
it, Mp, \nr9n59q ¥as in 2 sulbte of rooms in tle hotel and
q“d no® witiness the peech or tpne shoobing. After Senalor
K?ﬁ“vﬂy nad b*ep vaken Uo a hospital, Mr. Sorcusen

1003y of Shnd cor KP ro Wi

T iz, alidn wal iﬂS":y} Br LNET i
Campdxéﬂ, went Lo the neSpanJ-

e R IO T . 13 ot
My, Soxensan does net imow Sirhan Sirnan.

. ) - ) - T ¢ :
~. .
0-12/8/68_ o New York, ¥ew Y Yoric - File# NY u;_ 164

Thl'. dacument, conloins netther recommendatio - nor conclus'ens of the ERL It 13 the prorerly of the FBl and '« looned tu yzur ug~. oy;
it and its =ontents ar~ not to be distributed outside your agency.
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“PERSON  INTERVIEWED: pave Steiner v/// DATE/TIME g_oﬁ_ﬁg 2.15DM
) o o
SEX RACE .  HAIR Byps HT WT DOB
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 17046 Burbank Blvd:; Encino PHONE_729-38G9
BUSINESS ADDRESS ’ PHONE

I T RN I g VT

Lomd s

o ———

TNFORMATION: (WHO,WHAT,WHEN, WHERE,WHY & HOW)

UNABLE TO LOCATE .

"My Steiner used to board at the above e address but left here to go to some
unknown out- offmstae%locatlon. He "HAS not been heard” “fYom for the last two

. MSHENE™ENd ™ 1S present whereabouts are unknown.

Party living at above address states that if they ezgr hear from him they w 11

advise him to contact this dept. . Y.
: e

/‘d

¥

A 1

Py

N
7

. ; D)
Y ~ =
APPROVEQ:E%?/Z C;z¢%244uJ

THVESTIGATORS MAKING INTERVIEW:
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Person (s} Intervieveds: -~ Joap Husmon Date_ 7..1-68

EU

- . sgennedy Girl" _ " Time-~ 4ApM

. Business Address & Phone

e

Residence Address & Phone 219 S. Barzinatong V.LsAx 2313

o

476-5702

T

'F/C 4~15-45 5-4 116 Blcﬂde Erown.

when she heard "c”ecn’ng. She stayed around the hotel until 22M.

She did not have a camera and does notﬁuz afiyone that did.

.
. .
. - .« 8

Following aye pecple she knew at the “hotel:

{Tom Finema {(no interview, PH$838-5984 cr 838- 9534),,;argﬁg;g¥¢
gsame number as Fineman}), David Eron»(n interv

«Canada until Aungust), J?3Q§§??;ﬂqﬁvdnurlﬁrzg‘&]ﬂ" {no

n_BoraMno interview, Zodress and phone number @ak

'NJI"? & Hike Rbr ‘(’-’—*c'(‘-“éﬁi & 845), M;.{f:i-“b“

Edﬁess and phcnz numb2r unk; posavbly TlVCb\ln the v Zﬁn.

Info: :tion (Lo be complote &9 reporc saau;d incch Wﬁo;ﬁhat,ﬁhen,wﬁéregwhy,

& How)

Joan went to the hotel with ‘another Fcnﬂedy Girl by the name of Toni Rothberg

'} (1-679) . She arrxived at the hotel ‘at approximately 7:30. and went ©3 directly to
the Embassy Rocm. She did not leave the rocm bscause people woere unable to get
back into the room witheout a passs. At the time Kennedy spoke she was standing
on the right side of the stage. After the speech she walked towards the exit

. She does not recall seeing Sirhan or any woman in a polka-dot daxzz dress.

: {no lnterview

iew,PHAST~4~ 082§; Presently in

%987 1697)1

pii{no interview, aUuress and phore

.|
.N0. unn),cjr L “vﬂﬂﬁorino iPtPrV’&d, aacress and phone number unk), Libby

SERenea e e S

quvel1(I-549), Qnﬂna Blake{no interview,. ngs address or phone no. Possx”fy lives
WLA,, Harvey BﬁrnStexn(l—533), Enbin vnnchp!na interview, no uddress or phone
number., lee?/ln the Valley); Peﬁj”_pﬁvk(no interview, no address or, phone numbe:

A;*hur Soifer(no interview, no address or phene number); Edans Small(no intervie
no add iress or phone number); Joy Elli: (no interview, no addrbbo or phone numbers
W }

Alexander R. Layton 10375

EATR ot Talei ik laadd . .- ERR S, 32
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I

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

June 14, 1968

Mr. JESSE M. UNRUH, Speaker of the California
State Assembly, home address 8315 Byrd Avenue, Inglewood,
California, furnished the following information:

On June 4, 1968, he was on the fifth floor of
the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, California, along
with members of his staff and Senator XENNEDY and his
staff, awaiting the results of the California Presidential
Primary. People in the room off the main lobby, who were
awaiting the arrival of Senator KENNEDY, began to get restless
and it was suggested that he (UNRUH) go down to speak to
themn.

: At about 11:20 p.m. he went down and spoke to the
group. At approximately 11:45 p.m. he felt there were
sufficient returns for Senator KENNEDY to claim victory and
sent his assistant, Mr. JACK C. CROSE, to get the Senator
and his party.

The Senator came down to the hall and addressed the
group congregated there for about eight minutes + - and then
started to walk away. He proceeded to his right, towards a
table where PIERRE SALINGER and DICK XKLINE were seated. He
was propelled, by someone whom he could not see, towards the
back of the stage. The stage was so jammed he (UNRUH) de-
cided to go down the stairs from the stage and go to the
hallway by the door located at the foot of the stage -

. When he stepped out into the hallway Senator KENNEDY
had already passed that area and was about ten paces ahead
of him. He then heard two or four pops followed by four or
five more. At this point he did not realize these were pistol

On 6/1 QI/HR at Rar\rgmppfnp Californias File # ag 6?_ ?’6

Lo
~

by SA NORMAN P, LE CLATR/kah/alm Date dictated 640 /68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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shots and thought they might be balloons. All at once

the crowd parted in front of him as he continued to walk
forward. He then observed PAUL SCHRADE lying on the floor
with an obvious bullet wound in his head and immediately
noticed Senator KENNEDY lying on the floor ahead of SCHRADE.
Senator KENNEDY brought his hand down from his head and
appeared .to clutch at his stomach, hence he believed the
Senator had been shot there. Someone had already gotten

to the Senator and had undone his shirt. :

Inasmuch as the crowd was pressing in, his first
thoughts were to make room for the Senator and prevent his
being trampled on. He then attempted to push newsmen, .
photographers, and other people in the area away. Noticing
a photographer on top of a table where ROOSEVELT GRIER had
pinned SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN, he pulled him off the table
and into the corridor. At this point it was the first time
he had seen SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN and at no time did he
ever observe SIRHAN holding the gun.

Recalling the fate that had befallen LEE HARVEY
OSWALD,and hearing voices in the crowd yelling to Kill
SIRHAN,he recalls yelling to the group holding SIRHAN to
protect him, He could not recall exact words used but,
remembering the events in Dallas when OSWALD had been shot,
he did not want to see the same thing happen there. He
did recall saying something like, "If the system works at
all, we are going to try this one".

. When the police arrived he attempted to keep the
police all around SIRHAN . . to protect him. He ..-~
grabbed SIRHAN by the scruff of the neck and helped to
propel him down the hallway through the lobby and to a police
car parked in front of the hotel. i

He accompanied the 'police officers in the car that
SIRHAN was in to the Rampart Division. He sat in front with
the driver and SIRHAN was in the baqk seat between two other

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3 ]
SC 62-76
NPL/kah/alm

police officers. About the time they entered the car
SIRHAN mumbled, " I did it for my country". He could not
recall at Just what p01nt he (UNRUH) asked the question
durlng the ride, but since SIRHAN looked like a Latin-Amer-
ican he asked SIRHAN, "Why him? Why him? He was trying

to do somethlng STRHAN muttered, "It's too late, it's

too late" He also recalls SIRHAN saying, "I can explain,
I can explaln He could not, however, recall the exact
sequence of the statements except for the one made as they
entered the car.

They arrived at the Rampart Division and STRHAN
was taken into a room there by one of the officers. His
sole concern there was that SIRHAN not be in a position
to do himself any harm and he was assured by an officer
that SIRHAN was still handcuffed and would not be able to
do himeelf any harm. Shortly after their arrival at the
Rampart Division he noticed the time was 12:43 a.m.

SIRHAN subsequently was brought out, placed into
a police car, and taken to the Central Division. He followed
in another car, -° Upon arriving SIRHAN was taken to
an isolation room and interrogated and that is all he saw
of SIRHAN.

He added that he was not aware of any formal
plans for Senator KENNEDY to address the press. The only
plan he was aware of was that there was to be a victory
celebration at the "Pactory" a discotheque in Hollywood,
Czlifornia, to which he and his staff had been invited. To
his knowledge all plans wexre made by the Senator's staff.
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