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toox around nis naeck as ticn: and pressing hin

!
&

against the steam neater,
l In the ﬁeantiﬁex somebody else came behind
me and pushed me against the steam heater. The guy in
front of me couldn't get loose,

While I was holding che hand where he had
the gun in, I was trying to get the point of the gun as
far as I could away from the part where Mr, Kennedy was
laying, | o o

From the left side, I was trying to push
the gun away to the right side where T didn't see téo many
people, while he was still shooting., |

Q Up to that point, do you .remember how many
shots you heard?

A I couldn’t heard too clearly, but I thought
it was five or six, but T was hifting his hand on the steam
heater as hard as I could, with my left.hand, I had him
right here on the wrist, and hitting my left hand on the

heater to get rid of the gun.,

Q He has his gun in his right hand?

A In his right hand, yes, 7

Q °  And you grabbed him with your left hané?
A The left hand, yes, and had the right arm

around his neck.

I was standing there and he was shooting,

and I could feel when he was turning his hand towards;the

DONALD L. CSTAOV, C.E.R., OFFICIAL FoDORTER
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crovud, that's why sushea ali cver the sv

Q Let

me back up and go back.

turning, trying to turn the gun toward the

far =s ¥ could, tc aimosi vo e cud of the steam table

cam cable as

<

You could feel nis hand with the gun in it

CTOWG?

A - Towards the crowd or towands mz, I don't
knotr, |

Q You kept pushing it away?

A Pushing it away, -

Q - ‘ On the steam table

L. Right. ' ‘

O L think you can take youf seat again,'ﬁr;
Uecker, . |

(Whereupon the witness resumed his place

on the witness stand,) 4

Q Were you able at that tim:eS frer that, to
grab him and keep him? |

O T kept him all the time.

Q Did scome other people «w

A Until the gun was -~ must have been empty,

and I was

still hollexing,

"Get his gun, get his cumn.'
k4

An¢ finally, after T didn!

shotis, many people I == was argund by that

!"A‘z

know how man eople because I was cing t©
Yy P

The people behind me were

the steain table and 1 had «- still was ho

t hear no more

time; I conf

the wall,

pushing we e,gainst

ing on tc him.

e o 20 e e e _’ (]

L% - aon b
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Anc then T sawv souns hands coming over,
reaching fox the gun., I den't know who it was,

In the meantime, in between, T looked over
my leff shoulder anc saw my partner, Eddie Minasian, and
hollered to him, "Get the police, get the police.!

- L s&w him rumning off, taking off through

the people. They were standing on the lefi side,

Q About how many shots did you hear
altogether? , S
A I couldn’t swear on it, but I think itxwasﬂmm

there was six shots == Six -~ could be seven.,
While T was hitting his hand on the steam
heater, there was noise, too, you know. ‘
Q Before you grabbed his arm or;his hand with

the gun, had the gun béen shot before that?

A Yes.,

Q Aboait how many times did that gun go off
before that? \

A Twice,

Q Twice that you kr.ow?

A I must have grabted the arm by the thixd
shot, | ;

Q Now, were you jﬁst going to escort Senator
Kennedy through thé kitche: to some other place?

A Yes, towards the Colonial Room, which is we

supposed to be rigat here >ehinc. this here {indicat.ng),

DONALD .. O8T1I0V, C.8.R., OFPIC AL 7177 ORTER
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Q
where you werce

A

Q

G o - nona R L L

The Cclonial Roox -«

The nows rooa, 1wiint have,

That would be to the east of thé ﬁantry
, Ls that correct?

Right, yes.

- You were passing him through when the

shooting took place¢?

A
Q

which has been

> 0 P oo PO

Q

Through there, yes.

You see the exhibit there in front of you
marked Grand Jury Exhibits 3«A and 3-B, sir?
Yes,

Is that the man ~-

Yes.,

~= you grabbed?

Definitely is..

He is the one that was doing the shooting?
Right, |

I show you what has been marked Grand Jury

Exhibit 2~A, Do you recognize anybody in that photograph?

A

Yes., Mr. Uno Timanson, here on the left =-

he was not standing there before. He was standing.facther

towards the Colonial Room, or to the east,

to see,

He must have come, run over here towards ==

i

And do you see yourself in that photograph?

Yes., I'm right here.

DONALD L. O3 'ROV, C.8.R., QFFiCIAL &AL ORYOR
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¢ e

G And someone kas ziready put your name on,
where you are, is that right?

A Right; yes,

e And there is someone against the table there
on the table with a number of people grabbing towards what
appears to be an arm cr a hand there, is that right?

A That's right.

It's what T said before, T was holding on

Fh

to him, and people were‘trying to get hold of the gun, right

Q Okay. That is the gun that everyone i§
reaching for then in that photograph?

A Right, |

Q I will show you the gun that‘has been marked
Grand Jury Exhibit Number 7.

How does this compare with the gun that.

this per:on, pictured in these photographs, 3«A and 3-B,
had? | |

A T don't know too much about guns., but I
g s

‘think it was about this size, It wasn't bigger than

that (indicating). .

Q Did it look like that gun as far as -you
can tell? |

A I think so., Yes, it was not bigger. The
gun was not bigger'than this one. m

Q I understand, you can't say it's the same

gun?

DONALD L., OSTAOY, C.8.R,, OFFICiAL FlLl0RTLR
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A I coulda’t teXl yoo it was the same gun
becausc I was too pusy to keep luim in my headlock,

Q Did you find out or did you see other
people that were shot or injured besides Senator Kennedy?

A Yes.

While I was holding the right arm from the
shooter, I looked to the left, &end while he was shooting
still, I saw some more people falling down.,

But I wasn't sure they were shot-or they

Jjust bent down to get away from the ~- from the shots,

Q After the shooting stopped =-
A, - I couldn't tell you.
Q After the shooting stopped completely, did

you see some other people pleeding or injured besides
Senator Kennedy?

A No, I did not,

MR, FUKUTO: That’s all I have.

THE FOREMAN: Mrs. Meyers has a question.

Q BY MR, FUKUTO: How far was the suspect =«
by "suspect," I mean the person that you finally caught
pictured in those photographs that you identified - ﬁow
far was the suspect at the time - start over,

How fax Was.thersuspect from Senator

Kennedy and yourself at the time that the first shot took

place?

A How far? As far as my left hand can reach

DONALD L. OFTROV, C.G.K., OrFicial Roperinn
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because I remember I was trying ©o pull him, and the man
who shot, I could feel him coiring around me and falling
over the steam table and start shooting,

Q You indicated that you had Senator Kennedy

in your left hand?

A Rignt.

Q You had his right hand with your left hand?

A Right.

Q And you were directing him across: the pantry
toward the Colonial Room, is that right?

A Right,

Q And you indicated something rushed past you,

Was that a person that rushed pest you?

A On the right side?

Q Yes,

A Yes, it was the one who shot.

Q Okay. He rushed right past you and‘did he

reach over you at the time he shot?

A He reached over in front of me,
Q And he reached over from we
A Not over me, He just == I could feel when

he -~ I was right close to the steam table when we pass
through, and I guess I could feel that the gun was about
this far, when he $hot, right from me, from my right.

Q Your body was in between this person's

body and -~

DRONALD L. 2SVROV, C.8.A., QFFICIAL 000K TR
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And bis arm weaci:ed over your body when he
fired w- '

A Around me, around me, not over me.
MR. FUKUTO: Around you,

Any other questions?

Q Was there a previous arrangement for you
to escort Senator Kemnedy to the Colonial Room?

A No. As much as I know, he was sﬁpposed
to -~ the first plan was that he was supposed to g0 |
downstairs, the next floor, the next ballroom where we
had the ~- the other people which couldn't come into the
Embassy Ballroom,

And we had about fifteen or eighteen hundred
people in there, and he was suppose& to make a speech over
there, |

And their minds were changed at the last ==
the last minute,

When I came out, I just remember that
somebody told me, "Turn to your right. Bring towards the
Colonial Room."

Q Someone told you to do thate?

A Yes, somebody told me. I think it was Mr,
Uno Timanson. '

Q Did you notice this person before this

shooting took place ~-~

DONALD L. OSTADV, C.8.R., QFFICIAL REPORTER
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Not at all,

-= thna suspect?

There was nobody on my right side in front
of -~ my right side toward the Colonial Room. I couldn’t
see anybody there except w~w

Q . Did you notice anybody else other than
hotel employees insice the area there?

A No, just behind the ~- the door, thch
goés into the pantry, I think somebody was on thé right
side,

I think it was somebody from the newspaper
or. -~ but I couldn't tell you.

Q You dicn't pay any attention to that?

A I didn't pay no attention to it at all.

R, FUKUTO: That's all, |

THE FOREMAN: There being no further questions,
it is my duty to caution you and also warn you that you
‘are not to impart to anyone or discuss with anyone any of
the proceedings that went on in this room today,

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE FOREMAN: Do you understand that, sir?.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE FOREMAN: Thank you very.much for coming. I
am glad you are afl right, |

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

DONALD L. CSTVROV, C.8.F ., OFriCiAL ASPORTER
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(Whewcupon che witness was excused and

withdrew Ixowr the Grand Jury Suite.)

EDWARD MINASTAN,
called as a witness before the Grand Jﬁry, was duly sworn
as follows:
THE FOREMAN: Would you stand and raise jr;)ur right
hand, please?
(Whereupon the witness complied with the
request of the Foreman.) .

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence
you shall éive in this matter now pending before the |
Grand Jury of the County of Los Angeles shall be thé
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God? |

THE WITNESS: I do.

EXAMINATION
BY MR, HOWARD:
Q May we ask you to state your name, and will

you spell your last name?

A Edward Minasian, M-i-nwaeg=i-ae-n,
Q Mr. Minasian, what is youxr bgsiness or
occupation? ' |
A I am employad by the Ambassador "Hotel,
Q And in what capacity?
DONALG L. O5THROV, C.S.0HL, QFFlz.aL .’. INOUTLR -
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A As a banquet captain,
Q Dirccixng your-attention, if I may -~ the

Ambassador Hotel is locdted on Wilshire Boulevard, is that
correct, sir?

A- 3400 Wilshire Boulevard,

Q .That’s in the City and County of Los
Angeles?

A Yes, it is,

Q Were you on duty and working on election

evening and the early morning following the election on
June the 4th of this year? |

A Yes, T was.

Q And were you working in or aboui the
Embassy Room?

A Yes, 1 was,

Q Was there some type of Kennedy sponsored

arty at that locatior?
P Yy

A Yes, tliere was,

Q Was there a great number of people?

A Yes, sir,

Q At about midnight or shortl;} thereafter,

did Senator Kennedy arrive, to your knowiedge, to give a
talk or speech to his supporters?

A Yes',. he did, |

Q And did he give a talk from a little

platform?

PONALD L. OBTROV, T.8.H., QFFICIAL EPORTER
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A Yes, «iv.
G What time would you judge that to be?
A Oh, I would estimate a few minutes after

midnight. He completed, I would imagine, five minutes
after 12:00,
Q Were you near or in the room of the

1

Embassy Room at the time of the speech? : '

A Yes, I was.

Q You wanted to kind of hear what-was going
on?

A Well, I escorted the Senator down from

his suite, down to the Embassy Ballroom,
Q I see., DNow, would you look at Exhibiﬁrl;
that’s the large diagram. |
Would you stand up and look at it?
There has been testimony, sir, that this
represents a portion of what T visualize as the Embassy

Room, the kitchen, or supporting pantry for the Embassy

Room, with this, over on the left, identified as the Stage

Anteroom,
Are you familiar with that location?
A Yes, I ams
Q Would that depict a certain portion of the

Ambassador Hotel?

24

-
Loonn?

A Yes, it does.
¢ Would that indicate the supporting rooms
DONALL L. QEVROV, C.S.R., OFFi AL i:.";'RTER
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for the Eabassy Room?

A
Q

banduet has to

A

Q

A
pantry area.,

Q
termination of
Senator did?

A
¢ Q
speech.
of the speech?

A

Q
A

here what has been identified as a ramp and a pantry,

Were you detailed to go with him upon completion

that when the Senator finished, that we were going to go
down to the Ambassador Ballroowm, which is one floor below

us, where there were additional precinct workers,

156

Yes. .

And we have here a serving kitchen. We have

1~

This isn't exactly where you cook the food,

No, sir,.

Is'this where Ehey move the focd in case the
store ==

We call this the pantry area,
Would that be the entire area?

No. From this point on is considered the

Fine, Now, directing your attention to the

the Senator's speech, did you see what the

Yes, sir.

Now, you escorted nim down to make the

Yes, sir,
Did you know where the Senator was going?

Well, we had -~ it was discussed upstairs

DONALD .. CSYHOV, C.8.R., OFFICIAL RL00LTER
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Q Wes e re u second party op thav level?
A Ycs, siz, because of -- the fire inspectors

were there and they told evervyone that the number of
people were going to be limited into the Embassy Room.

So comsequently, they also made
arrangements to have the Ambassador Ballroom available
for additional people, -and the Senacor -

Q That's fine., Pardon me., T didn‘t mean to
interrupt, ..
] Was there a change of plans at the last.
minute?
A Yes, sir,
Q Were you directed to escort the Senator

somevwhere else?

A Yes, sir.
Q Where was that, sir?
A To the working news room, which was called

at that hotel it's the Colonial Room, but they changed
it into a working press room;

Q Going to that diagram, would you take the
marker ~- |

THE FOREMAN: Right here.

Q BY MR, HOWARD: -~ which is hanging ~~ will
you describe on that to us what heppened when the Senator
left? Did you start out through & back w=~

A Well, we came in through here and he made

oy

DOMALG L. OBETROY, C.6.R,, Qriicial, LEPFORILR
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the stage was extended out; and L was led vo
and understand we were going to go oﬁt this door and we
were going to turn left, to go down. |

Instead, it scemed to me there was a
suggestion with several other people about going into the
news room for an intexrview, Because of the lateness of
the hour, they wanted to get sone film back to == o tﬁe
East. | ‘ Y-

So the last minuce -~ it couldn't have
lasted more than ten seconds or so -« decided to turn
right ~- the whole party, the Kennedy party decided té‘go
to the Colonial Room at this time. .

And we proceeded through this area ==

THE FOREMANE Can you speak just a little louder?
THE WITNESS: Yes. Shall I continue? '
Q BY MR, HOWARD: Real loud, please.

: You went through a door we have designated

A Right.
Q The party did. You proceeded then down
towa:d the area that is marked Serving Kitchen on the

diagram; is that a fair statement?

158

believe that «-

A That's correct, sir.
Q Did something happen in this genéral area?
Yes, sir,
DONA D L. C3THOV, C.5 R, QFFICIAL Zi‘:ma‘rza
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feet in front of the Sunator,' s right-hand side, and
Karl Uecker was approximately in the same distance on the
left~hand side of the Senator,

And as ve were walking forward, and just as
we reached the serving table section here, the steam
tables, on the Senator's left there was several hotel
employees standing in this area, and the Sénatpr noticed
them and he stopped to shake hands, T

He turned to his left, and I ﬁroceeded to
take an extra step or two, and I felt that he wasn't as
close as I -~ as he was when we started walking.

And I turned my head to the left again, and’
I took a step back towards him to stay a little closer to
him ~- and Karl Uecker did the same thing ~- and it seemed
to me just at that precise moment that I turned to my left,
out of the side vision, my peripheral vision, T noticed

someone dart out from this area, dart out and lean against

the steam table,

And I saw a hand extended with a revolver,
and I saw the explosion of the cartridges out of the ==

out of a revolver,

Q May I ask this: this person was a male,
was he not?

A Yes, sir, he was,

Q And did he rove quickly to a position close
DONALD L. QGTROV, C.S.R., QFFIC:“:';‘.::'HTER -
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to the Senatcr?

A Yes, no did.-

Q When the hand was extended, was the gun
pointed toward the Senator?

A Yes, sir.

Q ‘To what portion of the Senator's body?n

Could you tell that?

A Well, he had ~- I would say the revolver
was at the suspect's shoulder height. v .

Q The suspect was holding the gun shoulder
height? |

A Right°

Q Pointed at what, at the Senator's ==

A I would == well -~ K

Q Could you tell?

A T couldn't tell.

Q Could you tell how close to the Senator the

‘barrel of that gun would be?.
A Approximately three feet.
Q Was there one shot at this time or more

than one shot?

A There were two shots aand -~ I heard two
" shots.

Q Describe ==

A They were very, very deliberate shots,

There was just a slight pause.

DONALD L. OSTARCV, C.L. K., OFFICIAL RorORTER
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1

Tt was a bang-baw;, cadence, and after the
second shot, why, as 1 said, I saw the flasn of the

mmnediately there were

t-! .

cartridges being discharged, and
several other people in that area behind the Senator, and
I just pushed into Karl Uecker. :

~And he =-- we both mede an attempt to get at
the hand holding the gun, and we had him ~- I was down
low, pushing up against him,

And at that same time I turned to‘my left
and I saw -- well, there were some more wild type firing
which was a more rapid fire than the first two, as they
were struggling for the gun. I'm sure that's why the
gun was going off,

And it seemed tc me that the gentleman
staﬁding behind the Semnator feil first. 7

And the Senator was kind of staggering a
little bit, and then seemed to me that that was the order
“that they fell.

Q How many shots were fired in all, can you
tell us? |

A Well, . == at the time that I was questioned,
I thought there were .pproximately six. |

I thought he‘emptied the revolver, and
there were quite a few == I kﬁow the first‘two were
deliberate, and the o:hers camc in quick spurts, sO «-

Q Were the first two or the first series,

DONALD L. O8THOV, C.5R., OFFICIAL NP IRTER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



N

10

i1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

162

we will call them -~ if there were two -- was that before

anyone touched the suspect or the person shooting?

A Yes, sir,

Q After that, people started grabbing?

A Right.

Q " And there were then shots fired after that,

is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Were those shots fired in the general
.direction of the Senator?

A I doubt it.becauée the Senator at tﬁat time
was -~ well, the suspect was shooting‘from‘this -
approximately this point (indicating).

Q That®s the end of the =~

A At the end of the table,

And when the Senator fell, he fell im:this
area right here (indicating), on an angle. ‘
: - And I don’t see how he could have beenj.
shooting at -~ and we had him and his arm was somewhgre
on this steam table here,
And I doubt if it was in the same diréction
as the first two shots, . ’
Q Now, would you'return to your seat,

pleaée?

Before we go further, let’s see ifwe can

find something out. Maybe you better stay there a moment.

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.8.R., OFFICIAL 23°0RTRR
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+ notice in the aresa
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On inis diagrem, you'
located as Sexving Kitchen, there appears to be what I
would describe as three SGfVLﬂg LabLes, is that coxrect9
A That's correct,
Q And there is one that ié down toward an
end and a room that leads -~ & door that leads to the

Colonial Room,

A That's correct,

Q The other one ~- there is a middle, of
course, of the three -~ and there 1s one down towards the
ice machine.,

A That's correct.

Q Now, at the time of the actual shooting,

Scenator Kennedy and yourself were in the area behind the

ice machine and the table opposite? _

A Right at the end of the table,

Q Now, after the shooting, a struggle enéued,
'is that correct?

A Yes, sir,

Q And you were in, trying to pin and disarm
the subject; is that a fair statement?

A Yes, sire.

Q Later omn some_?olice officers arrived and
took custody of tﬁat person?

A Right.

; Q Were you at that time w=-

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.8.R.. OFFICIAL FIBPOITER
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A I was the one wno cailed the police and the
ambulance,
Q When the police arrived, do you recall

where the suspect was?

A Yes, They were back on the last steam
table,

Q They were af the table where we have

marked ~- I can't read that.

A w-1. " “ .

Q e W-1l, is thaf corxect?‘

A Yes, sir,

Q But it would be a fair statemeﬁt to say if

-

it was -~ W-1 is where they enéeq5 they started at == T
will mark this first table as "W,'" is fhat.correct?‘
A Yes, sir.
Q ' Was there a struggle that ensued betweeﬁ
the subject, you, and the other people from the position
“of W to W-2 and the time of the arresf?

THE REPORTER: W=-2?

Q BY MR, HOWARD: W and W-l, I'm sorry‘,'

A While we were going from W totW~l, did you
say?

Q Right. '

A He 'didn't struggle. We had a pretty'good

hold on him,

We moved because of the fact it was getting

DONALD L. C5TRODV, C.6.R., OFFICIAL REMORTER
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too congesced where e Scnacor wes, and somebody yelled

out, "Let's move him back from here."

And we proceededlto move towards Wl
location.

Q - 1 see, Now, would you return to the stand,

(Whereupon the witness complied with the
request of Mr, Howard°>

Q That was to allow breathing room and
access to the Senator and other injured people? )
| A That's correct.

Q Would you exaﬁine, if you will, first of
all, two photographs we have marked 3~A and 3~B;
visualizing the person identified in there and depicted
on that, on those photographs.

Have you had a chance to examine them?

A Yes; sir,

Q Are you familiar with the individual
poftrayed?

A Yes, sir,

Q Who is he?

A He is the gentleman that fired the shots, |

Q Now, would you examine Grand Jury Exhibit 7,

which I believe has been described as a weapon, I believe,
also was a .22, but are you familiar with that gun?
A Yes, sir,

Q Recalling now the time that you saw the

DONALD L. OSTHOYV, C.8.R., OFFICIAL BREcORILR
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suspect, you saw the sresting of the Semator, did you get

‘a look at the gun?

A T just saw the barrel of the gun, sir.

Q You didn't get a look at the whole thing?
A Well, his hand was on thc handle, 80

Q As to size and coloration, does it seem to

be similar?
A Yes, éir3 very similar,
Q Now, after you called for the assiéténce

of police and for ambulances, did you return to the scene?
A Yes, sir, S K
Q Were you by chance familiar with aﬁ

. T s 5

individual named Roosevelt Grier?

A Yes, sir.

Q And was he there at that time, on your’
return? |

A He == yes.

Q He is the football «-

A Well, T think we -~ I would'say We'almostrr

arrived at the same time, T imagine; He was, I would say,
approximately twenty feet behind us, ‘
My belief, he was staying with Mrs., Ethel
Kennedy at the time. |, |
And he -~ by the time he got through the
cameramen and all that -~ I believe, after I called, then

Roosevelt Grier joined us at the location of w- W-~2

.
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location.,

Q W-2? You meaﬁ W-1¢9

A Excuse me, I mean W-1, L'm sorry.

Q And do you know Rafer Johnson?

A Yes, I do.

Q Was he there, also?

A He also arrived just secénds after Mr,
Grier, .

Q Did you see what happened to the gﬁn, how

the person depicted in Exhibit 3 series, how he lost the
gun?
How was he disarmed?
A I didn’t actually see the disarming, but I

o

know that the last I saw of it, Rafer Johnson had the gun.
Q And he had it in his possession? o
A Yes, sir., I believe he put it in his
pocket,
You know that much?
Yes, I know that,
And did you know what Rafer Johnson did
with the gun after that?
A No, sir, not after he put it in his pocket,
Q Were'you aware that there were other
individuals injured?
A No other except the gentleman who was

standing -~ excuse me -~ the gentleman who was standing

DONALD ... O3TROV, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REIGRTER
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behind the Secator, Mo, Strode, I believe, a

tepresentative of the Automobile Workers' Union.

Q Is that Mr. Paul Schrade; Swceh-reged-ec?
A I believe that's his name, yes, sir,
Q Did you stay around and were you aware

after a while there were more injured péople -« not at
the exact time? |

A I Qould say appfoximately an hour_or so
later I was told there were other people injured.

Q What were the characteristics of rhat rqém
of the shooting? Were people calm, excited? .De;cribe it

to the Jury.

A In that particular pantry area?
Q Right. 7
A There was a great deal of confusion.,

Everybody was trying to do something.

And surprisingly, the only thing that =«
around the Senator, no one was near the Senator after he
had fallen, I would say, for == approximately % minute
elapsed before anyone got near the Senator,

And the television ~- as I said, there
were a great deal of cameramen with the portable television
cameras that were following the Senator, I would say -
there might have been approximately thirty, thirty~£five
people walking directly behind him with cameras and lights,

and so on,
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And waer. tais happened, everybody just kind

of caused a great mayhem (sic) back there, and I saw --

noticed -several newsreel people pushing everybody back

into the -~ in the direction of the Embassy Room.

The doors which we entered the pantry,

there were several people pushing people back through the

same doors that we entered,

MR, HOWARD: That‘slall we have of the witness,

THE FOREMAN: Any questions? Do you have- any

"questions?

Q

Mrs. McCowan has a question.

BY MR, HOWARD: If you know, at the time

that the Senator completed his speech, who, exactiy, was

responsible or gave the direct order that the route was

¢ hanged from going downstairs and going instead to a press

conference in the Colonial Room?

A I have no idea.
All I heard -- in that particular area,
it's -~ the visibility is not too clear. It was dark,

And again, it was just to the -~ I would

say about five feet to the left of that door was the

anchor desk where Pierre Salinger and Mr., Mankiewicz

were sitting there, getting returns on the phone, and so

forth.,

There were a great deal of people up there

and I can't positively identify anyone who decided to go

to the press room.,

199
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G But woule it be & fayir statement that
you, at least, knew of that-as you left what we have

demonstrated to be there as the stage?

A . To go to the Colonial Room?

Q Right.,

A Yes, sir,

Q As T understand you, ihis is, now, by the

diagram, as you left -~ on Exhibit 1 -~ the door on the

~

upper area over the words ''Stage Antercom," you expected
to turn left? '

A That's correct.,

Q Had you turned left, you would have gone
downstairs to the second party?

A That's correct,

Q Instead, you turned right on & path ﬁoward

the Colonial Room which would be off the map through the

serving kitchen; fair statement?

A That's correct, sit.
Q And you did not know that until some time

after you started out, actually?

A That's correct.

Q And there appedred to be some type of
consultation? v |

A That's correct,

Q Now, if you know, that coﬁsultation took

place near a desk where, at least to your knowledge, where

DONALD L. GSTROV, C.G.K., OFFIGIAL REACIOVER
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there were people at it desk?

A It wasn'c done at the desk, It was done

while they were standing at that -~ right at that doorway.,

But due to the location of that desk -«
there were a great many people there -~ so I couldn't

positively identify who decided to ~-

Q ~=- who was in on the conversation., Do you

recall that?

A Yes, it was difficult to. -

THE FOREMAN: No further questions? There being
no further questions ==

MR, HOWARD: Thank you very much.,

THE FOREMAN: -w it i1s my duty to caution you and
also wérn,you that you are not to impart to anyone Or
discuss with anyone any of the proceedings that wént on
in this Jury Room today., ’

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THEE FOREMAN: And thank you very much for comiﬁg'y

in,
THE WITNESS: Thenk you, sir,
(Whereupon the witness was excused and
withdrew from the Grand Jury Suite.)
THE FOREMAN: We will adjourn until 2:00 o'clocks,
(Whereupon a recess was taken until the

afternoon of the same day.)
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNA, FRIDAY, SUNE 7, 1968
2:07 '0'CLOCK P.M.

- e e

THE FOREMAN: May we come to oxder., Mr. Reporter,

may I remind you ybu are still under oath.
THE REPORTER: Yes.
THE FOREMAN: We are ready.
MR, HOWARD: We need Harold Burba,

HAROLD 15, BURBA,

called as a witness before the Grand Jury, was duly sworn -

as follows:
"THE FOREMAN: Would you raise your right hand,
please, Mr. Burba? o
" (Khereupon the witness complied with the

request cf the Foreman,)

And do you solemnly swear that the evidence

you shall give in this matter now pending before the
Grand Jury of the County of Los Angeles shall be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so

help you God?
THE WITNESS: .I do.

THE FOREMAN: Would you be seated, please. For

the record, would you give us your name ?

THE WITNESS: Harold L. Burba.
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A
Department.,

Q
Fireman?

A

Q

". 173

LAAMINATION

Is that B-u~r-b-a, last name?
Yes, sir.
What is your business or occupaition?

Fireman, City of Los Angeles, Fire

Do you have a special assignment as a

~

T am assigned to the Photo Bureau.

And as part of your duties, do you cover

different events and take photographs as necessitated by

fire prevention -~ or for proper fire revention?
P P A

A

When requested by other agencies such as

the Fire Prevention Bureau, yes.

Q

May I address your attention to the election

evening of June 4th and the early morning of June 5th of

this year, do you recall that time?

> o P oo >

Q

Yes, sir.

Were you at the Ambassador Hotel?

Yes, sir,

Were you in and around the Embassy Room?
Yes, sir,

Did you have certain equipment with you

for taking photographs?

A

Yes, sir.

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.8,R., OFFICIAL RIsos7eR
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Q Did you sce the Seaztor Kemmedy =~- the
arrival of the Senator Kennedy at about midnight?

A I saw him pass along in the corridor along-
side of me, yes, sir,

Q And where did the Senator go at that time?

A He went to the end of that particular
corridor and turned right and disappeared.

Q Did he make a speecﬁ at that time2 at that

approximate time?

A I presume., I didn't hear it.

Q Now, about what time are we tqlking, first
of all? ‘ .

A I believe it was in the vicinity of

midnight. I really don't know just exactly what.time it

was.
Q Tuesday, midnight, or Wednesday, early
morning?
A Yes, sir,
Q Fair statement?
A Yes, sit,
Q Will you describe the crowd that was at

the Embassy Room?
Was it a crowded room at the time of the
arrival of the Senator?
A Well, I hadn't been out in that room for,

oh, at least half an hour; but when I left, they had

® ® T
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closed of I the hall and had guards ad ihf door.,

And anyorne that 1eft, they wouldn't readmit
them because the room was already overcrowded,

Q And by "overcrowded," what are we talking
about, -in the neighborhood of hundreds of people,
thousands? What are we talking about?

| A A rough estimate would be a- thousand
people.,

Q Now, at the time you saw the Senator; you
were not in the Embassy Room itself, is that correct?

A No, sir,

Where were you?

What has since been referred to as the
kitchen. It was a little, oh, alcove where the kitchen
help ate, apparvently. There were tables and chairs.

Q _After you saw tie Senatof enter and

apparencly disappear for a spesch, did you see him shortly

thereafter?
A T -- I didn't see him before the shooting.
I -~ I saw the party come back that way, I didn't

actually see the Senator.
Q Could you tell, by the flow of people =~-
A Yes, sir,
Q o thag the Senator was in the party?

A I ~= T could tell from the flow thaf he

was coming back out, and I couldn't place exactly where
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the Senator was,

Q Now, did you see of hear some shots?
A I heard snots.

Q Where were you at that time?

A T was sitting in the -~ in this little

alcove back in the corner.

Q Is thét a little arez where there are
tables, where people that work there have their meals?

A I presumed that was the purpose of’it
because several people had come in, sat down, and had
coffee and a piece of pie, or something.

Q And it appeared to be like ﬁicnic tables
there? _ ‘

A There was, T believe, only one or £Wo
tables there,

Q What is the first thing that you noticed
oc heard that was unusual?

A T think the first thing that attracted my
attention was the gunshots sounded like a cap pistol to me.

Q What did you do when you heard those shots?

A Well, T was looking in that direction énd
saw the flashes, and I jumped up and started over in that

direction,

*

And there was such a big crowd around; that
T -~ my second thought was, "My job is to take pictures,”

so T went back and got my camera and started taking
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pictures.

Q Did you go to the scene and take pilctures?
A - Yes, sit.
Q At the time you arrived and shot your first

picture, will you describe the area that you shot in your
first picture? |

A Well, it was hard to get close. I couldn't
see the Senator himself.,

But I did see some étfuggiing, so I just
sﬁapped a picture in that general direction, not ~- not
knowing what I was shooting.

Q May I direct your attention to.a photograph
that we have previously identified as Grand Jury Exhibif
2-A. Will you examine that? | H

Are you familiar with that photograph?

A .Yes, sir.

Q Did you take that photograph?

A Yes, sir. |

Q Now, as a sequence of shots, would you have
any way of knowing if thét was the first of the sequence
of shots that you made, or a present recollection or .
belief?

A I believe it was. And the only way I could
be surc is to look at ﬁy negatives.

Q Now, directing your attention to this

picture, when you shot it, what kind of a camera did you

DONALD L. OSTRGV, C.85.1%., OFFICIAlL REFORTLR
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A A Rolleiflex,

L
W
%

2

Is this zn enlargement of what you actwally
shot?

A This is a crop. The Rolleiflex uses a
square picture, and this is the -~ a blowup of the
principal action,

Q In other words, it fairly portrays what «-
the picture you shot, but it's been enlarged for EIarity?‘

| A Yes, sir,

Q And at the time that you sﬁot thiS pictuie,
time~wise, how long had the shots preceded your.shootiﬁg |
this picture? Are we talking == -

A I would estimate roughly thirty,seéohdso

Q Now, there is an individual there who
appears only by what appears to be bushy hair, is that

correct? Is that a fair statement?

A Are you referring to the head we see here?

Q Right.

A Yes, sir.

Q It appears that people are holding a pérson -
A Yes, sirt.

Q -~ and, we sée a head, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q When you shot that picture, or shortly

thereafter, did you get a better view of the situation

DONALD L. OSTROV, T.8.R., OFFICiaL REPOKTIR
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than in that piccturev
A No, sir,
Q Did you ever see the person that was held

down in the area of the head in the picture, 2-A?

A Not after the shooting, no, sir.

Q Did you see someone removed by the police?

A I == no, sir, I didn’t see that action.

Q You shot the series of pictures though, did
you not? - ..

A Yes, sir,

Q I'd like to direct your attention to the

photographs we have marked the 3 series, A and B, now

before you., Will you examine that person?

a

A Yes, sir.
Q Have you seen 3-A and 3-B? Now, you told
tug that you were in -~ can I refer to it as the kitchen
area of the Embassy Room?
’ . A Yes, sir,
Q ~- for at least a half an hour before the“

Senator arrived?
A Yes,

Q Did you happen to see that individual
depicted in the picture? |

A At the best of my knowledge, this person
followed the Senator in when he arrived, and I couldn't

say how far back,

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.8.R., OFrIciaL REPOXTUS
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But he was in the group that walked in with

the Senator.

Q Now, how were you dressed that night?
A Much the same as I am now, except I had

short sleeves and no tie,

Q But you were in a uniform distinctive to the
Fire Department?

A Yes?-sir, yes, sir. ‘

Q And you, as you looked around, recailing
noﬁ, were you perhaps one of the few people there in a
uniform?

A Probably the only one,

Q Did you have a badge on, similar to the one
you wear now, over the heart?

A The identical badge, yes.,

Q As this person walked in, dépicted in the
exhibit before you, Exhibit 3~A and 3~B, is,there some
reason that you observed him in the party?

A Yes, sir. He appeared to be looking alli
around him instead of looking ahead, as all the other
members were, and --

Q When he passed you or got mear you, was
there anything that you néticed?

A He -- well, he seemed to look at me as he
passed by.

But then he looked on around, but he was

DONALD L., QSTROVY, C.6.R., OFFICIAL REPUATER
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lecoking all over &ll the areas as he passed by,

Q So I will understand, the Senator was
entering to make his specech? |

A Yes, sir.

Q I assume a crowd came with him?

A Not too vpig a crowd.

Q What are we talking about?-twelveg twenty -
what? |

A Not over ten or twelve people, I Wéﬁid say,
offhand.,

Tt's hard to judge because there were other
newsreel photographers and television men, and so forthy‘
that I don't know whether they were in the party or not.

Q Right., But you, wheﬁ we say party, you mean
the Senétor‘s party?

A As far as I know, there were only about ten
people in the party, |
| Q In addition to the ten, were there
newspaper photographers or television cameramen, too, that
you do not consider as part of the party, but that were
there?

!
A There were a few., It ---it was as 1if they

didn't really know he was coming -~ this route or at this
time., They didn't seem to be prepared.
There was only possibly one television

cameraman,but there were other men rumning back and forth
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in conjunction with this» cameraman.

Q Now, the person.depicted in 3-A and ~B,
did he follow the Senator out of your view?

A . The last -~ the last I saw of him, he
reached the intersection =-- as I picture it in my mind,
it's really one corridor that they entered, and it
intersected this other corridor which runé parallel to the

ballroom,. ‘

He had an object in his hand as he passed
by, and I saw that object in the air, later, up at that ==
the intersection of these two corridors.

Q You mean later, at the time of the shooting,

perhaps? _ i
A No, possibly, oh, just after he had
disappeared from view.

But I noted this as he passed by, and then

T noted it again up in the air, and I assumed it was the

same person.
The only reason it caught my eye was

because it was the same object., I wondered about it as

he passed by, what it was.

Q When the person passed by, he had something

in his hand, or hands?

A Yes, sir.
Q Could you describe that to us?
A Well, it looked to me like a rolled up
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poster, and I thoaght wybe it was & Kennedy poster, or

something.
And he was holding it in both hands.
Q . About how lbng was 1t?
A In this manner (indicating) ~~ oh, I would

say twenty~four inches long.
Q Now, the circumference of the roll, would

it be large or small, like a pencil, or how big was the

~

:oll?

A No, it was possibly three -- three ~- three

. to four or five inches in diamcter.

Q - And you noticed that as this pérson walked'
by you?

A Yes, sir.

Q And later omn, you noticed it shoxrtly

thereafter in another area and assumed it was the same

person in that area?

A T saw the poster, as if he was holding it
up, to get it out of the way, or somethingc‘

At least, T saw the poster up in the air,

Q Now, would you step to the board? Do'you'-
see that exhibit that we have marked as 1 for
identification? .

There ﬁas been testimony that this is a
diagram of the auxiliary kitchen or pantry area supporting

the Embassy Room and between the Embassy Room and the main

183
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kitchen.
Will you examine that? Would that refresh
your memory, gemerally, as to an area that you saw and

became familiar with on the election evening?

A Yes, sir, yes, sir.

Q Are you familiar with that location?

A Yes, sir.

Q Could you locate on that where you were

~

at the time that you heard the shots, or approximaiely
Qhere you were?
A This doesn't appear to be in the proper

perspective, but T am sure it is accurate, |

But the table I was sitting at was pulled
away from the wall, and T was sitting in a chair right
about here (indicating). |

This table was moved out,

Q Would you put an X, a big X there? Do you

have a pen?

. Will fou take the red pencil, put an X
there, and put your name?
A My name?

" will you, please?

Q Yes, just put "Burba,’
(Whereupon the witness complied;)
Q You were seated at that area where we have
Table written on Grand Jury Exhibit 19

A Yes, sir.
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marked with the term "X-R.F.K.," is that a fair statemen
A I -- I'm not sure about this, This |
doesn't seem to be right to me. |

I believe T was in this area here
(indicating). In fact, I'm éﬁite sure, this is the
passageway that I saw what went on through, I am pretty
sure, | | “

Q Fine. Then the mark that we héretofore
made for '"Burba' is not correct?
A As near as I can tell, this isn't right.

There is -~ there was an opening, a
passageway back through hefes and I was sitting back in
here, I believe (indicating).

Now, to the best of my understanding of
this «- do I understand there is no ~- no opening or no
walls in here (indica?ing)?

Q That's been the testimony up to now.
A There was a wall between me and this area

here (indicating).

Q That was pulled away from the wall, is that
correct? |
| A Yes, sir.,
Q And where was the Senator or his party at
the time -~ or at the approximate time of the shot?
A In’this area right here (indicating).
Q Indicating the area that we have already

t?

- or
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X So do you want ae ©o wove che YN up here?
2 : Q Fina,
3 A It's roughly in this position. T don't
4 have anyth.ng more to go by,
5 Q And the Senator's party was in the
6 approximate position now namad "X-R.F.K.,'" Is that
7 correct?
8 A Yes, sir, .
o _ MR, HOWARD: That's all we have, 'Any questions
10 of this witness?
11 THE FOREMAN: Does anyone have any questions?
; o ‘
12 Mrs. Meeker? “ ‘
| Q BY MR, HOWARD: Will you return to the ‘
14 stand? ‘
15 (Whereupon the witness complied.)
16 Where werz you when you first saw the
17 person identified in the pictures 3 series before Jou me
18 where were you on the diagramsiif you can tell us, when
19 you first saw =~ | '
20 A Where T marked the X, I was sitting there
21 during the whole time that he went through, until the
29 Shpotingo )
23 Q Now, just to reffesh your memory, perhaps,
24 you were seated in a little room, were you not?
25 A A little alcove, I would call it,
% Q As you looked out, you could see the

DONALD .. OLTIOV C.5.3%., OFFICIAL Flupualok
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\ passageway where the Senator was coming and going?

A Yes, sir.

Q Behind you, was there a kitchen?

A There was a wéll behind me.

Q And was there a kitchen in there? -
A 1 have no idea.

THE FOREMAN: Any more questions?

There being mo further questions, it's my
duty to caution you and also warn you that you are not to
impart to anyone OF discuss with anyone any of the ‘
proceedings that went on in this Jury Room this afternoon,
and thank you very much for coming in. |

THE WITNESS: Thank you, sir.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and

withdrew from the crand Jury Suite.)

MR, FUKUTO: Henry Carreon.

L8/
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HENRY ADRIAN CARGEON,
called as a witness before the Grand Jury, was duly sworn
as follows: |
THE FOREMAN: Would you raise your right hand,
please, sir? | |

(Wﬁereupon the witness complied with the

request of the Foreman.)

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence
you shall give in the matter now pending before the -
Gfand Jury of the County of Los Angeles shall be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 'so
help you God?

THE WITNESS: I do.

THE FOREMAN: Would you be éeated, please, Mr.
Carreon. And into the microphone, for the record =~ move
your chair a little forward -- you will be more

comfortable -- there you are -- would you give us your

name, for the record?

THE WITNESS: Henry Adrian Carreon.
THE REPORTER: Spell your middle name, please.

THE WITNESS: A-d-r-i-a-n.

EXAMINATION

BY MR, HOWARD:

Q Mr. Carreon, will you tell us your business

or occupation?

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.8.R., OFFICIAL REPORYIR
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A I am now employed by thae Los Angeles City
School District as Playground Director in Elementary Schoeol,

Q Do you aiso attend school?

A Yes. 1 am majoring in Police Science at
East Los Angeles College.,

Q And may I ask you to talk a little slower,
We are going to report everything you say and it's -= you
do specak a little rapidly.

Can I call your attention to June the 4th,
19689

A Okay.

Q Do you recall on that date if you had
occasion to go to a range, a rifle range or a revolver -
range?

Yes, I did.

Did you go alone or with someone?
I went with another individual.
Was that on June 4th, 19687
That's correct.

Whom did you go with?

> o0 o0 B oo B

David Montellano.

THE REPORTER: Will you spell that, please?

THE WITNESS: M-o-n-tw-e-l-l-a-n-o.

Q BY MR, HOWARD: And about what time did you
go to the range? '

A Approximately 12:00 noon.
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Q Waere was the rangcllocated?
A I believe it's east of Arcadia, out near
Fish Canyon. | .
Q . Does it have a name?
A T think it's called the San Gabriei-Gun
Association or Rifle Association.,
Q And when you went there, did you and the

man you called David, did you and Dave have firearms?

~

A Yes, we did. y

Q Did you take some target pr&ctice?

A Yes.,

Q About how long were you there?

A #rom 11:00 o'clock until =~ about 11:00

or 12:00 until around 2:00 o'clock that afternoon.
Q And is there an area where you On this

range use revolvers as distinguished from rifles?

A Yes.
Q Were you at the revolver range area?
A Yes, that's correct.
Q Did you see some individual there on
June 4th?
A Yes, I did.
Q Was there something unusual about him that

directed your attention to him or what he was doing?
A Most definitely, there was.

Q Will you tell wus what: directed your

i hamn im gty 1 A%
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attention to him?

A Well, David and mysclf were shooting on
the pistql range, and éo the left of ué there was an
individual around five feet away, -shooting very rapidly
on the range with a revolver. )

. And on the range, you are supposed to

shoot and pause, et cetera, et cectera,

Q Explain that to me. In other words, you
don't just rapid fire on the range? o .
A Yes, Usually the range officer goes up

to an individual shooting in this manner and he will

inform them that it's not supposed to be done on the range.
So this attracted oﬁr attention, and David .

went over to this individual and asked him what type of a

revolver it was.,

Q Were you there, too?
A No., I had just left to go to the rest room,

When I got back, I found David speaking to

this person.,

Q Don't tell us what took place out of your
presence, but when you came back, your friend David was
talking to this person?

A Yes, sir,

Q Would you examine the exhibits before yousj'
3~A and 3-B, the photographs? Do you see that person

there?
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Yes, sir,

Do you recognize him?

Yes, |

Is that the:person David was talking to?
Yes, |

-

Now, after you arrived, will you tell us

o P oo oo >

what -~-

First of all, did you talk or take part
in the conversation between David and this person\ )
iéentified in the picture?

A Well, when T arrived, David was speaking

him, and I hesitated to interrupt the conversation, so

waited until T had something to say,

a .38 revolver or a -~ what type of revolver it was,

N

Q Did you look at the gun at that time?
Yes, I did, myself,

Are you somewhat familiar with firearms?
To a degree, yeah, -

Was there some conversation?

> o P oo >

i1t was,

And at first, he paused, He didn't say

T

Q What was the conversation you came up on?

A David was asking him whether or not it was

And at this point this individual that he

was speaking to came out and said it was a .22 caliber,

Yes, He -- I asked him what type revolver

to
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anything, like as if I wasn't -~ didn’t even exist,

And thewn I asKed him again. I said; '"Well,
what kind of revolver is it?!

‘And he said, "An Iver Johnson."

And then he turned the pistol aréund énd
showed it to me where, on the barrel, it has identification
of the type of pistol, |

Q Did you notice any fype of shells around
where this person was standing? Could you tell how many
rounds had been fired, or make any estimate as to that?

A 1'd say tﬁree to four hundred empty casings,
he had already used on the range. |

Q Now, did this terminate the conversation?
Can you recall anything else that was said?

A Yes, most definitely.

David knows more about bullets than T did,
and it came to his attention ~- he asked this individual
why he was -- "Isn't that a special type of bullet?'f

He had just.one box aside from all these
other -~ that it's called the mini-magnum; and this type
of bullet, when it penetrates on an object, usuaily tears
and splits out into different directions where the regular
bullet of a .22 caliber goes in a hole, and when it goes
into an object, it will come out the same size,

And he was -~ he asked him the reason for

this, and he didn't know what the reason for his =~ I

DONALD L, OSTROV, C.&.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





