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A NOTE FROlll; THE. CHAIRMAN 

With this confl'l'cncc we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founuing of Ihis Socil'ly, even liloll!!h our current 
name has been with us only for the pas! seven y("'ars, Our worldwide memhership of about 5000 memhers n:prcscnt 
many disciplinc,; all brought tor-ethcr by the unifying thread of the "systems" appmilch to probkm solving. 

In this regard, we arc indeed pkased to prescnt John Warfield wifh om Outstandil1g COIlII ibution Award, Jlliln 
spent the past several years grappling with a ml:lllodology for coping with compkxity. Ilis concepts associated with 
Interpretive Struc(Jlral Mt1dding have becn t.estcd and proven as demonstratr.:d by the session organized by 
H.aymond Filz (11\ this subjel:1. 

I feel it necessary to note that we have departed slightly from the conventional in this confer;;nce and have 
introduced two SCSSillllS which. 10 some of our readt'rs. may appear controversial. 

The first is the session, Scil'lIlijic Stuelies oIAl"II{1ll11ctllf"{'. Al:upullcturc. as you know, originated tht)lIsands of 
years ago in tilt' orient and only recently received serious attention by Western medical scienlists. Did you know that 
acupuncture Ilourished in the U.S. from Hi20 to IH5()'! According 10 a rescan.:lH.~r at Ihe National Library of Medicill~'. 
acupuncture had been introduced to the U.S. from Europe and a sllnslantial numher of articles appeared on this 
subject in the U .S. medicallitl~ratllre of the period; however, interest walled as he found only six <lrtides for the 
period IH50-1900. Tod:IY, the situation has changed. Western medicine now agrees th{~rc is somcthing to 
acupuncture. Its analgesic properties are recognized but not understood. Bruce Pomeranz of the Univcrsity of 
Toronto. whosc article appears here, recently rcceived international attention on his discovery of a possible 
mechanism that dcscrihes why acupuncture works. Stephen Kim, trained in both Eastern and Western mediciue. is a 
trained acupuncturist. Be departs from traditional methods by making use of an clt'efronit' devil~c for locating 
aClIpullcturcpoints. I lis paper reports striking sliccess over the traditionallllcthods. The session is roundl'd out by 
,reccnt research by DIller investigators: Lee. Clifford and Mall. Clearly, acupuncture has !lOW become it valid 
research subject for bio.£Y.hcrneticists . 

. _- -'-6L~r;~~~1~I-t;'~~-(;-;~;~ntT~-I;;;j" area is R('.\,('{/,.;:/t ill l's.':c//(;clicrgt'tic ... , organized i)YTlaii}l;th'~)ff of SRI. The 
presentation of this session is the outgrowth of the spectacular IUIlCl1l'on talk by Iial and Russ Targ at I~lst year's 
conference for \vhieh thcy received our Franklyn V. Taylor Best Presentation Award. RCCllgnizillg that rlleir 
professional integrity was at slake, they have gone to great lengths to <lssnrc impeccability of their work; neverthe­
less. It reviewer or IIKil" original paper which appeared in the I LFr: J>/"(/c(,l'dillg.~ last year stated, "This is thc sort of 
thing I would not believe in even ifit were Il1fe," Notwithstanding s\lell emotional n:actillllS, psychic phenomena arc 
nrealily, and lJal Puthoff's session of first-ratecard'ully sclcded papers is worthy of your cOllsidct"atillll. 

-Frl~;tlly ,llii)l;o'i:-iTic·Ur'iilsi-i;lri~r·cs~·1l tat ion';;:Tc~)lIDll~-'l'd Y\)lir-i'caJT~l~i~iIT(Tl;v~\rlcr 's ex ccllcnT~ulll mary, . ,-;\ \Vil~mg 
Diagram of the Iltlman Brain as a Model for Artificial Intelligence." 

r~ (- \. 
William II. l'Oft AII'(,II . . • 

Chll irn III II 
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