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to c<~. temporary American images of 
death On the contrary, he asserts that 

Life After Death? 
"the pH'ture oft he cv<~nts of dying which 

have lost limbs-and the experience of cnwr~·es from these accmmts corTe­
being greeted by previously deceased sponds in a striking way with that paint-

The experience is a f~tmiliar one to loved ones. As a result of such expcri- ed i11 <'ry ancient and esoteric writings 
many emergency-room medics. A pa- ences, she says, "many ofthem resented total!, rmf~uniliar to my subjects.'" In 
lien\ who has been pronounced dead and our desperate attempts to bring them p;uii< ,,Jar, Moody finds that the cxperi­
wrexpectcdly recovers later describes hack to life. Death is the f{~eling of peace encc:: · lf"floating out oftlw body, meeting 
what happened to him during those mo- and hope. Not one ofthcm has ever been spiritual companions and encount!'ring a 
nwnts-somctimes hours-when his ahaid to die again." lwin~· '•f light arc remarkably analagous 
body exhibited no signs of lik. Accord- ]n a series of in-depth interviews to iiii.;ges fimnd in tlw Tibetan Book of 
ing to one repeated account, the patient conducted independently of Kubler- the I), ·ad. 
fi·cls himself rushing through a long, Hoss's research, another physician has As part of vet another dl<>rt to track 
dark tunnel while noise rings in his ears. discovered extraordinary similarities dowr1 , l11es "tlmt would suggest an a!t<·r­
Suddcnly, he finds himself outside his among 50 near-death experiences result- lik," psychologist Karl is Osis of the 
own body, looking down with euri- \merican Society f<H·l'sychical He-
ous detachment at a medical team's ·<'arch in New York Citv has tahu-
dl(>rts to resuscitate him. lie hears Ltted by computer intcr~icws with 
what is said, notes what is happen- '>77 physicians who have reported 
ing hut cannot communicate with 'lt>athbed visions by their patients. 
anyone. Soon, his attention is :vfost of them involve dying pa-
drawn to other presences in the r l(~nts who SC(, h(,nign apparitions 
room-spirits of dead relatives or , llllling li>r their souls. Osis has 
fi·iends~-who cormnunicate with l<'tcrmined, at least to his own 
him IHHJVerhally. Gradually, he is atisbction, that pati(,nts wlrose 
drawn to a vague "being of light." i •rains were impaired hy high li·vcr 
This being i nvitcs him to evaluate .r disease reported fewer visions 
his lili~ and shows him highlights of 'han those who were Jidlv alert at 
his past in panoramic vision. The l<,ath. Moreover, he assc~ts, pow-
patiellt longs to stay with the being rfi1l drugs such as morphi<H' a,Hl 
of light hut is reluctantly drawn ~ kmerol actnallv decrease the <'0-
back into his physical hody and lwrcncc of such ~is ions. "The siek-
n~cov(~rs. l•rain hypothes<'S we considered 

Clues: Once dismiss(,d as noth- io not explain the visions," Osis 
ing more than hallucinations, oncludcs, "and so br it looks as if 
these "ncar death" experiences , .attcnJs arc CHH'rging consistent 
aw now being seriously examined \ ith survival alt<'r d("tth." 
hy several psychiatrists and psy- Waiting for Data: Critics ohftf'rlil(· 
chologists for po•sihlc clues to ·.·search have held tlwi1 fire until 
what happens at the moment of 'hey can sec tlw data that Kuhl<·r-
death. One such researcher, Dr. Hoss publishes. Still, savs p.s} l"iiia-
Eiisahcth Kubler-Ross, an interna- · • ist Charles l hl:l!JL:rg of New Y()ri.. 
tionally respected expert on the "lnivcrsity, "[ don't sec how you 
psychiatric dimension:; of dying, an set up thf' t'ontrol group IH'nl-
now claims that she has proof that d to examine tlus suh.J< 'L'l .-;cicntifi-
"there is lik after death" on the .tlly. Th(, aftcrlif{, is a matter of 
basis of hundreds of such stories. Ltith." Father Eugene K<'lllll'dy, a 
Although other psychologists he- !loman Catholic priest and proks-
lievc that Dr. Ku bkr-Ross lends ,or of psychology at Chicago's] ,oy~~ 
too much credence to tail's told hy ·Ia Universitv, finds Kuhl(•r-Hoss' s 
the dying, her outspoken views Fifteenth-century woodcut of soul leavinp; body "''W liocus ";1 blling-olf fi·on1 hn 
have recently heightened scholar- 1 1revious work which rclat(•d death 
ly interest in ncar-death phenomena. ing hom accidents, illness and sudden to t!J, whole of hmnan lift.." Kemwdv, 

What most impresses Kuhlcr-Hoss cardiac arrest. According to Dr. Hay- ii>r till(', believes that "intimations ;,r 
about the cases she has assembled over monel A. Moody Jr., who holds a doctor- iJHIIHHtality don't con1c from vaporotrs 
tlw last eight years is the evidence of out- ate in philosophy as well as a medical ('XJWr •··uc<·s at life's end but h-om tlw 
ol~llOdy consciousness-that is, the ap- degree, many subjects ('XJwri<·n,_·cd en- love :;11d creativity we exercise to over­
parent ability of people who exhibit no hanced intellectual capabilities ami, co1r1< 'he tragedies of lifi·." 
respiratim1, hc:utbeat or hrain-wavc ac- upon n-cov(Ty, amazed doctors hy their Evr·q if Knhlcr-Hoss lws not prov<·d 
tivity to describe events taking place mrusually technical knowledge of n·sus- her p• 1nt, slw has laid out plwnour('lta 
around them. She is cnrrcntly checking citation procedures. that n1odcnr science has not yd ade­
outea<'h case against medical records lin· Unlike Kubkr-Hoss, Moody docs not qtwklv explained."[ don't at ,-dl agr<'e 
a hook she plans to publish next year. "If claim scientific proof of an aficrlik. But with i :Iisabeth when slw savs that tlw 
vou have a woman who has !well de- he docs believe that most ncar-death <'XJH" •"II('<'S she ami I hav(: both had 
;,Jan·d dead in a hospital and slw can tell exjwricnccs cannot be readily explained worknrl..( with the dving absolutely guar­
you exactly how many people walked away as delusions induced hy pain- :lllt<·•· !iJ(, after death," says Dr. Charles 
into the room and worked on her, this killing drugs: the narratives, he says, arc Carfir id of the Cancer Hest·arch lnsti~· 
cannot he hallucination," she argues. too clear and too similar to one anotlwr. tul<' ·! the Univcrsitv of Califim1ia. "I 
Although details ofnear-deatl1 accounts In his popular pa]H·rhack "Lifl~ Alter also "·"r't take the ;.xtrcrne scientific· 
vary somewhat, Kublcr-Hoss says that all Life,"* Moody also dismisses cultural mat•·•r tlist position that thcs(' arc thr· 
her subjects report certain common ex- conditioning as an explanation lwcausc utl<-r:lll<"es of deranged persons. I dou"t 
p('ri<·rw<·s: a pervasive S('nsc of calm tlw reported experiences do not conform n·aiJ, > •• now what is happening, and I a111 

w<'ll-b<'ing, a feeling ofrwrsonal whole- willi'''( to tolerate tlw anrhiguil\·." 
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