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I hove just rend, with considcrnl)le intercRt, an nrCicle in the March innuo of 
the !7I~~~d1.1~ . .e.2...E..~~1~_ IEEE by It. E. Puthoff llnd 1\. Tilrg entit led "A Pcrcepl:ulIl 
C1Hlnn(~1 lor InCon.lation Trnnsfcn' Over Kilometer Diutllncea: lliBtoriclll Pcrflpcccivc 
1111<..1 ·1i.ecent Re!lClll"ch." Thesc <luthors hilVC undertaken /1 Rerien of pot;entin lly 
Higni Clcllnt RtuJicH into Il topic of obvious interest to Illl increllHinp,ly lnt"go nlllllhet" 

of individuals, doi.ng so utilizing wlwt Hppeal."8 to be Ilppropl:illte t(!cliniqucR tlll<C!1l 
ft:emelle scientist'::: urson,ll of objective !~lcthodolo/,;ic!:J, !!'/'lny or ,:,hi.eh tIl<' (!11!'IIlH"H 

hnvl' Pl.'cvlously oistinguiHhod thclllllclvcr, uGinlj in l.·cIH~(Il"ch in th(~ I)[ltural ncicnc('t1. 
It is cCl'tninly /1\1 understatement to Bay thnl: Bltch II controverai.nl topic llB I~SP 1"('. 

IjUll:l'fl l~xtrilol'dinal"ily Pl~CC:i.sc and cl1reful mnthodll, especinlly wnll flult(~d to llxt:lurll' 
the hllllia for nll thone nnr;ljing ct"iticinm9 oCten h"l'CVei."(~ntly hurled lit:. the panl­
psychologint--frllud, inlldcqutltc cantl"olH, 11lljH"ecine lind incolllplnto 't"t·porU.ng of dd:1I11tl, 
l\1 l pl"'<lpcr Btntistics, propel.' ntntinticB illlpt"OPCl;l.y ufJed, I1nd, cllpecilllly, tho prc/j(lll!'t! 

of: nlllllerOllil confounding vllrillblcr-l "'hieh VlHy with the indep(!lldcnt vllrillhlclJ In lll4'i ... 
,'xP<'l'lll1C'lltnl dCHinns in Ruch a \,,..IY tl1<1t thc(J(~ othc1.· uncontrolled vlIl.-iliblen 1:'('III/lj n \.0 

potcntilllly account 1701." the given results. Indeed, the /luthorH thClllHOlvcfI nppllrt'Ilf.Jy 

til't Ollt to {Ichieve thin gonl, whnt thcy i."cLet" to £lI> their "p1:'incipCll rCHpnnrl1.bilily·· 
In rC'snlvo. under unlllllb-Lguous conditiorw the basic iH/lU(~ or whether or not thill c lllfltl 
of pnrl1nnrlllnl perception phenomenon cxistfl" (ppB, 33/1-335). Unfortunlltely, the IIIodt11 
(01" their study follows the trnditional fltl:llttlgelllll of the pllrllpllychologiBtll in thl! 
Unil:NI Stllte/-; nnd Europe, rllthcr thnn the method they 11.0 dOllbt otlwrwifle \.IRC in their 
non-hl~havint:D.l t"cscllrch in the natul:al Hci.cncc8 (lind r Illi ght ndd that is lnrgeJ y 
followed i.n experimental pr;ycholol.;y). As we 1'hall ind:l.cnto, the conllequcncc of tbio 
is that they must nccc8sarily fall far short in fulfilling thoir stntcd "princ:!.pal 
rl!spoIlBibility." 

1t is the essence of the pxpcri..2:~::..nt.:l~ 1IIethod--in contrnst to naturoliot,ic, 
obRcrvCltion, the survey technique, correlational procedures, field studies, and the 
"Theoretical Hodel" of the parapsychologists (Girdcn, 1962, p. 360)· .. to in fact. crooco 
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the conditi.ons necessary (;01.' "uHlllllhiguOUH" }~CgOllll:ion of [uncilllllcntnl qucntior1n lIi.nce 

~':!"'0: lhi.R Illethod permits manipulnti.on Llno control of potcntillily con[oul1ding var.ll1hlCII 
hy the cl1lin('ntly sensible method of ~!2'.L~.i.:: the criticfll [nctoL"fj under £1tudy, fll1d 
IlYlltl'IMlticnlly observing their effcctH upon othel" Iwlected l1nd nlC~l1sul"llhlc vllrinl>ll'u 
",hUe holdinr. these potcnLj,Lllly confounding vnrj"hlcH under' tight control Vill /luch 
ll'chnlqucs flS t-llnciolllizntion, consUmey, counterlwlanc:tng, 11lIltchi.ng, etc, 'l'he lI\nnL-
pulnled vnriablcR llre called independent··variables (IVI», tlnd the VDt'iablen Bcnliit.:ivo 
to the effects of the IV is called, the dependent variablcs (DVn). Thin hna boen 
exprcRscd quite eloquently by Ebhinghaus (1964, p. 7; original: 1885) in hiB 
i.ncorporation of this ~l2£Ei.I~!..tal method into hiD researcheR into human memory, 
H successful CH01'C which \vellt f£ll: in illuot:l:ating in InSS the pm"(!~, of this mothod 
in GC ienti fiC£11.1y undcrs tantii ng humtl n bchaviOl< - W 1. nc Iud i n8 pcrc_ep.!= j:..~: 

"He all know or what thts method consiHts: an llttempt is 
ll1ade to keep constant the maBEl oE concJi,tions which hllve proven 
themselves causally connected with D certain rCAult; one of 
these conditions is iuolllted from thc rest and vari.ed in a wny 
thllt can be numerically deBcribed; ther'. tho llccompanying chllngc 
on the side of the effoct is llscertained by menDurement or 
computation." 

The simplest experiments, therefore, m:e thosn employing but H Dingle IV lind 
II s:l.ngle DV, llnd, in thc fundamcntnl situl1tion in which lll''! errort in beinG 1I111c1e to 
dl'\11(H)lltl"lItC the IJhecr exi.stence oC II phenomenon (111) in the prellcnt: ntudy, without: 
1.nrtui1"ing fl,rtlH'l.<-:CntoTts~-Z;inpof)ition lind contingcnc:i.oll) I the two blllJic vnlunll or 
li.wl~lR or vnriates of the IV rnny he simply dcuignlltcd the "cxpcrimentlll" (Le., the 
factor !:PJ:£ilX.~.--operlltionally dcfined--in Rome amount) llnd "controll! condition 
(i,e., the factor appears oB a zero amount). 

A help [ul QXllmple might he a drug ntudy in \"hich we only wllnted to know i ( thn 
dtllg l1\llkCB runninB II mnze difficllltM-or not! In thill td.tlliltion, \vn wou1.cl f!Xperl." 
;u"ntally compnl'c the drug conditio\\'n cefecta to n condition OCIH'l'wine idc'ntlclli In 
which, hmvevcr', the drup, is nhHcnt: This wou 1.<1 conll L i Lute onCof:lT;Q-~rn-;;otl:l~ndil"rll(~nLlll 
E':3?i..~..!:..::!!.l. control condi tions·~di n expcrimcntn1. HC icnee in gencrll 1., llnd (!>cpcr j I1lrmLnl 
psychology in pnt"ticular, I1lthour,h of counlO otlH'r cmp~ricll1. contt"ol conditionll f1t"f! 

posniblc, depending on \"hat one in .c.:.5.)"!~~!.l)inl:;_J~~. We IIpellk, by tl'w wny, of "contr.ol 
conditio.n", lind not "controlled!! condition, Bincc \\le 1l1l[HlIIlC all condi.t.:ionll in thn 
(~xl'edmcnt [lrc con.trolled :i.n some \.Jny. '1'hi8 i8 (lpp(\1~ently 11 l.lourcc of !nllch confullinn 
in the pnrilpsycholor,icnl literntUl"c, where consUme rc(m:encc is mncle to "controlled 
1I\h{l1~1I tory cond:l. tions," "scient i Hen 11y controlled condi. L 1.onll, II lllid flO on, tlwrl'hy 
crellting the illusion thllt basicnlly \.Joll concel.vecl ££!~r()l. conditfol1A 1I1:C' being I1fll.!d. 

In the pn!BC'nt eXl1mple, if: ono is conccnwci th .. t: the pl·.o<::.:0~!2::£ of l!·I.J.r;.,£.tic:.!! ClIlIlIl!1I 

errrn."S to be mndc on the \lIaZC, then wo need (\ r.!IH.:el2!2. control in wld.ch l:? ill trellt.cu 
identiclllly an in the drug condition, but sillinu rnthcr thlll\ the tll'ug is injected. 
III this CtlBC, we "control for" the :i.njection procedure III cff:ectn on the DV by holding 
thi.:l potentially confoun.dinG vllrinblc constnnt and crlli thcrchX. evalullte it nnu prev('nt 
it frol1\ creating the erroneous impression thnt the drug, per se, produced the crr.)rn S 
mndo on the maze, when in fact the drug injection procedure itself may have prpducod 
thnt effect on the DV. 

An we know, in the present st.udy, the bnsic proceduro described W(HI cnrrieo out: 
'Wi.th all the subjects (six in number for section III st::udieg through subsection "011, 
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two more in section liE", £lnd five morC! in scct1.on "F"; we limit our crili.quc to tho 
lllore detlliled I1ccounts given in sectionsA-D ):l1l:hor than the very fJl<ctchy ITIfll(~rl{li. 
in sections g and f, although all theve stuc1ieB uRed c[;[lcntinlly the (llllllC procedure 
.1nd varies II1ninly on the bllSis of subject clwrnctcri1Jtics.). Tlwt i8, n11 thc 
sul2Jcct:s ,,,ere lHlministcrcd, as it wor.:!, the Sf1II1C h.1sic trC'ntlllcnt condJtio7i'; nnj-'.4cre 
-i:-i';us~ pnrt Ot the Stlme "clai.l.'voynnt" m:"~:c~-;;-l:o-·v1.nwingiT gt='Ouj;-, cOI:;i";-i';j-t-ing 
clHlcntinlly in the Ss Illilking an. erC01'!: t·o :'lomehm" cnvildon 11 l'cllIote tnT.'get. Actun i ly, 
nll we know of the Ti)stt:uctions to the S, so cl.'iti.cnl in determining the opcl"ntional 
definition of this condition, is thnt tilo "rr~li1()te-viewing subject Wl10 Ils1<cd to 
dCHcribe his impressions of the tnl'get Elito into n tnpe recorder nnel to llIuko /lily 

drmolings he thought nppror;l-inte (p.335)," since the nuthoro do ~ give UA the IlctlJlll 

inntl"uctionn. In Ilny clIse, for each S, there did indeed exist 11 "l'cmote torgl'ttl 
dCBignnted by [l "target tcnm lf or "dem:7rcHtior. tClllll" Ilitunted CIt (lome gcog't'llphicnl 
lociltion ncarby the SRI laboratory, although the theoreticnl rntionnlc for tllio tcam'a 
existence and its role in the procedure is never ronlly logicnlly prcsented l)y the 
nuthor. SllVC only for lin histot-icnl precedent clltnbli"hed working informully wi.th 
I'll'. Ingo Swnon (p. 334) lind perhaps the Clnecc!otnl "pilot expel.':!.lTIent" (1'.330) \vlwre 
onc of the lluthors functioned in this cnpacit:y I1fi il "dl!llll1l.'cntiol\ tel1l1\" Imel, We! infer, 
gl·O'., CIuite excited nnd impl"CSsed '''ith 0 flllbject 113 dOBCl.'iptiontl of Gome Hitoll he 
visitod, 'olhere the subject sUPPoflcdly hnd no particulllr ptior i.nfonllllt:l.on nbout the 
Bico in question. This situlltion, '010 8h<111 dctrdl Inter, results in conoiuel."llblo 
ombir,ui ty in the designll tion of the "tnrget" (i.G it. the "tllrget.~pel."ccivcd .. by-th(j .. tcl1mlf f 
or is it the physical stimulus of the torgct, und 80 on?). 

The '''holo pl'ocedurc, cnrricd Ollt under \vhat tlle lIuthoro describe .1B "rfgid ly 
cont rolled scicnti He cantIL t ions (p. 33/f)", ·l1nd inc lulling the subclCql1cnt judgi ng 
pl"ocedul"e we shall discuss in some detail Inter, could hnvc heen cllllcd nn "expet"i­
l11entnl fl condition cOl11pnrablc to the "drug present" conditton in the examplo llllovc it 
thCl'ctHld been n ~~ontr~.l~ condit:l.or~ wi.th which to compllrcit (colllpln"ahle to tho "pl';7Cebo' 
01.' "no {ll~ug" conditions in our oxoll1plo), thllt in, (l condition in which flll oC tlw 
preceding pl~occdllrcs ,.,ere exactly followed but: i.n the IlbrH!nc(~ or \"hllt wall pl'()vlollflly 
,ope r~.nnlll1~y' n ncl .£!.>j cc t i ve 1.1 de fined [I n th-;;-tt;;;oco -vie"wi-;;g'ic~nd it: ion (not c the 
importlll'lce of .0..1.?jectivc specificntion of the conditions under which the I1 reIllO !;c-v!c' ... rl.nl;' 
is to oceu).", because without thnt there cnn be no ob.1ecttve controlled ~2~tr!_~_~!2..1]. of 
tho. condition td.ncc onc would never knO\" quite "'hen the ('xperilllcntnl conditi.on pxJ flu'd 
in tho (h'nt plnce:). As the lll11t1:Ql' [ltnnds, BinGe only one condition WIlD 1,"lIn in tll1." 
ntudy, 'ole really hnve neither expe)~imentnl nor control conditi.onH (bccmiClc tho t(~rrllfl 

(Itt>. defined relative t-;-Cllch othel'); Dnd si.nc(~ thllt ia the CllElC, "'0 rellily hllvc no IV; 
1lI1d Rince Wl~ have no IV, ,,,0. oetuolly do not even hnvo nne experiment (lee olone the 50 
or flO claimed by t.he nuthors in this (~inglc pl.lbl:i.cotio;::;:-:::p. 330). 

The nv,. ot course, nlso deserves cal'cful Bcrutiny. ninee hypothesized IV cffo.ctCl 
nl"n cvnlUllto.d i.n Co.rms of chnngen in DV lllCnBUrefJ. In this study, the IICtUlll "Ilumbor" 
ohtnined liB tho basic row datum ,,,ns the indivl.dllal 1'nl11<ing or "match" number or n 
HUh.ll'ct til tllpC reeol'ded description (Bupposedly of n "tnrget l1

), with nome llllpnct 
(pcrhl1ps) of n nearby ~eogrnphic{ll location. The mllllbcr could IlAGUIllC llny Vlllllr~ frolJl 
"1" to "9", where "I" re£crn~d to the judge's estimate of (I I'bent" rnntch , through IIC),j 

,,,hicb "'He llssigncd to a match if it was 0 "worst" mlltch for a given tDrget. ' NJ.ne tnr­
getH lind nine dCflcriptionSwl~l'C obtained for cach li. Tilis wnB I1pPllrently on or<iinnl 
Rcalu Ot l1loar.urcnlCnt. He must ilssume, in the 111)[;01\CO (111110) of II npccific report or 
the insttuctions to the judiic, thnt the judiic knew exactly whnl: hi8 tlltlk Wllf! 1n deter·· 
mining the degree of correspondence between the Ss' dcscriptionn ond the judge1a own 
unspcc:i.fied perceptions \vhen physically present. -o\: tha ao-cllllod target. 
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'~c. Rhould, therefot'c, cons:i.del.' thc precise ml'llning o[ a "hit" under thene 
cirCU(lIstllnCCS. Evidently, II "hit" for the Es occurred when t"-hc gCOG1~llphicnl locus 
tl10Y c£lllcd thc "t,ll'Get" is judGed to C01'1'·c';pond to the S's dcscr:l.ption obtllinecl 
\·,hile tho 'ldclllarclltion tcam" wns vir;iting [I pnrti.cular site. This W{lfl also, thereforo, 
II Ilituntion where the S's con:cspond:l.nr, dcsci.ption w[ln ll.IJnigned II rllllk of "1". Since 
9 targets were "experimented" with H gLven S, wo hl.IVC 9 flCpllrllte 1udl~mcnt:n of l"nnk 
ClH'tied out by 11 single given judge. l'he S\ll\l~- of rl1nl<8 for the giv~n S of 011 the 
deRcd.ptions for the thcoreticnlly nllsocintedt71"l:gets'"W'nB then comp/ll:cd to II prohnbiUty 
diBtribution £01.' that fltiltistic, II situation He cln:i.n·l is rcnlly imp1.'Opcl~ly nerving 118 

II suhstitution for a test bnsecl on SOIlIC! statistic (which could be the Rum of rflnlw) 
ob~incdfrom the ~\p .. riscll~ of thc--;;-;;tches (or thin hypo't.:hct{clll "remote viewing" 
datll to the Inntchcs obtained under aimilnr judging conditiono where there wos no 
remote vicwing possible (other control conditions will be described below) • 

. llo,.;'evel.', there nrc numerous pcculinrit:ic8 nbout thin judging proceno pOlloihly 
ul\tc~wlVllblo on the basis or the authors' scnntynnd llI11biguoUfl dcscripti.on or thi.1I 
critically impol't:ant: aspect of their study. Let \.\0 connidcr II few of thono problemo. 

1. "'hat W:lp ~,hc jU(~~_ill(lr.il:Jl·l 'rhe· judgo (or II given S'n perlOr\llnnCQ lor 11 
given tllrgot (wllnt the llul:hol.'s rorcl' to incredibly l1B no "experi.ment") waH Hucc(!lwivoly 
driven.to ellch gcogrllphical locat:lon lH'cviollGly vinited by Lhc pct"ipfltctic ]in. ~anco, 

liB we prcviouflly noted, 'vc do !~ know In'ccl.soly ~hllt 1\";.P~c:.~.5. or the geographi.cal 
locntion constituted Ll "target" in the ori.l.;l.\1al "c.)(]lerinwnt fl when thc dcmlltcllti.on 
tCllm. ,·ms present, and since it is even more [llllhiguoun now whnt thc judge wan vic'wing, 
as w~ll liS whnt he \V[\S .stlPL~.scd to be 1001<1ng Ht while he. reviewed the §.'~[IC1<l1f~CH of 
9 descriptions, \,]e. sce.m in this procedure, thereforc, l:o [lctunlly be dealinh with t",o 
(nnd pCl.'hnps three) recogni.z<lbly disti.nct categod.cfl of !1tllrgctn": one in connli.tutcd 
by the perceptions of the demrn:c[lcion tellm; a ~H:corl\l hy the pc.tceptionrl by the .it::!g!~!!i 

nnd n third by direct physicnl OSpcctfl of flomc gcogrnph:!.cnl 10c£1tioll (rhotogrllpllrl oro 
uged in the repol'c I1nd labelled "tnrgct" to rm'ther compU.cllt:c t:l1)~got: dclincntJon .... 
e.g., Fieure 4). It is difficult to CVllluQte how potcntinlly dinsl.milnr thnne vllrioun 
"targets" \vere in the llbscnce of c luri EyinG and d(~tll:!.lecl l1ccounto of tho Rpeci fie 
infltl."uctiolls to the tCDlllB nnd to tho judge. /\(tCl: illl, the judge or demnrcation tCllm 

I\lny hllVC fixllted the horizon, rocused on ptlfliling vehi.cloG, noti.ced n sir,o. lllld no on. 
GOI1Requcntly, tho E.cportinG, ot the tnl'get si.mp1y liB l\ "tllr.get. 10clltJon", cir "r(~tnotll 
locntion" (c.!.';., 'IMnrinn,) H.o(hvood City'l) DB t;hc llutl!ot'n do, lwliC'fJ the [net thnt wo 
In'l' dcaling hel.'c \ ... ich both their .sl!0::.:1..oy..01..1f::.£ belief (\nd in the percoptunl thoory 
tllnt the wily thingn llppcnl' to a vic\ ... (~r I1nd the Wfly they lire phYllicnlly COlllltl.tuted 
l1lay nnt be Cit nil idcnticnl (e.g., l;\w seL1sntion "red" of: n percoived £ltop nl.l\n, nlH.l 
tho llCOlllic structul'C of the pnint piglllcmcu on it:H 11101.:111 flul~.(llce). Tho pOIH,iblo can" 
'nl'fIUl~nCo of this lllCk of precillo d(;fini.tion ot tho tllrget in chnc tho judge hno 
conHidm'abl~ llltitude in fitting S'8 description to tho Dcene at! he. porceivclJ it, 
pORHibly everl .lool<in[~ £EE. certain-aspects of the scene before him that Docm to bo 
present in some of SIS descriptions. 

2. IImv reli<lh)c is the Jud~~"<:"~~_~~0:.ch!.2.\J;,~(:~:£7 t.. direct conflcquenC(~ o( 
the preceding considcrntion. bears directly upon the integrity of the mCI1I:l\Il"CllIenl uned 
[or the l1uthors' basic datum, namely, the problem that we do ~ know spoci fi.ca,llywilllt: 
constitutes the llstnndard" (the tarGet" in SOme sense) against which our "compnrison 
$.timuli" (S's descriptions) aro· me.:lsurod by the jud/jo, resulting in ,,,nn.t mUG!; be lln 

impressively unrealiable measuro (DV). l"ul't:hermorc, this potentiolly highly l~rcU!'12..ls. 
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mcnStll.·e, thcl'cforc, becomes potcnt:l.lI11ycven more unrcI11illh}.c wl\enonc roclIUH thnt only 
one Judge W[lS uscd for each Gubjcct's data, ml"J-he pOl· formed only ono judging (n fJeriCA 

~nine evaluations) for a given tnl"[~el: •. The rp.port tells UB nothing of 1111y efforts 
to "tnlin fl thi! judgc in this procedure, or otherwise to deterllline fH.)llJe inittnl 
l"l'1!:~.lit--y_cod:Ucient for this kind of tnHk [or n nai.ve judge. Thin quentinn 01' 

doubt llbout the status of our mcl18uring. instrument, our "nennor" nR it were, ill 
enpccilllly prcplexing in light of: the l·d.ghly rcf:Lned llnd instruillentally Rophinticfltecl 
dependent vllriables the authors surcly usc in all their othCl: rcnc[\rch in thc phyBical 
sc iences; why they hllve avoided lISC of such techniqucil in thla no-cLl11ed Ifn!lnOt:!! .. 

vic,,,ing" rese[lrch, lind fUl."thel'\llore not: used the appropriate control pl.·occdurcs expol"i­
mental psychologists nnu psychophYH~icists hllve Illboriounly devcloped otnrti.ng with 
Wundt's 'Work in Leipzig in 1879, rClllnins raLher. eniijl\lCIt.ic, to flay the least. 

3. Here ,the 2~mc~t:E.. Ind~.1~2~0~~? After the fit'st "tllrgct" aite WllA viBited, 
we 'knm" the judge \V[lS takcn, nccording to nOllie UlH;peci fied procedure (the lIuthorn flllY 

!lin tut"n," but "in tur.n" of wlwt--dem[lt'cntion tenm visits, rnndom Acqucnce junt [or 
the purposes of judging, or simply (and nccCt,slll,"ily) "one D[ter the other?") to nl10Llict 

tlll·get. \-Ins he then given the S"m(~ nine dcncriptionfl in pt·ecinely the Bnl1W \.my't If 
HO, hCH." ,,,as the procedul'c hllndlc~-\.;rcre precllutions tni<en to pl·cvent CUCIl llflCJocinLctl 
""ith-p-revious correct 'hits' from suhsequently l.nOucncing lntel- nl<'ltchcH, sincc, 
obvious 1y, in[ormat ion thl1 t a previous description had been COl"reCe 1y mn tchcd (n "hi t ") 
reduccs by one those descri.ptions in the pool that he drllws [l·om to "owtch," thereby 
flignificnntly incre,'l.fling the pl:obabiHty of making cmhnequent hitn. Thiu 
could aasi ly OCCU1.· i £ an inf:ol'lIwd 10; drovo tho judge to the tli [[erent ai ten (01' tIl!! 

JUtlging, lind then., hnving noticed ;hat \-1C \l1ould l.HlSUllle to be lln llccidcntnl "hit" hy 
the judije, indicated as much tlH."ough perhaps an lInconBciouG cue to tho judge. The 
point is, not that we think the authors r.eally ovcrlooJ<cd Stich nil obvioun (Jourcc or 
hillH. but rnther that we need specinl reassurnnce !!.l~~ciJ:J.:,~lli that fI noive driver 
witll explicit driving inntructions WOH used to merely drive the jud8c to the different 
locllti.oIiHM-nnd thllt is nll! Aftel: nll, he cnnnot CI:Hl the judge nbout preViOliH 
l\ccolllplinhrn'cnts, if-he-knowB nothing ()f the rencnrch. Of: course, thl) jlldgo I11f1Y h[\ve 
dl"iv('11 himself to the site. which would largely clilllinnte thiR GOUl"CO of confound1.ng 
in the r!1ellSU1:cmenC series .. but we do not know :-,11.'\1.: .b.nppencd . .!.!..S:!..£ Binec thCHD pcrtinnnt: 
details oro omitted from che report. 

'1'0 summ.'\r!;>:c 0l1)." conce),'I1H \"ith the dependont vllrinhlc Co chill point, we lIlrly tiny, 
firAt, it nprcnrs to .need considc1."nblc npec:i.[icntion, a detailed opcrlltionlll dcrfnlLioll 
r:ccond, itfl reliability should he l1Bccrcnine<i, nnd douht l:hllt: it ill inhet"cnt.:ly vl'ry 
unrelinblc l·cmoved; thil~d, it should be uncd [Ol" dctcnn:i.ning cxpcrimantnl com\ition 
("Clnirvoynt)cc") hit l."ntes in the IlIHtch-J.ng tllBl<, nB w{,~11 fiB fot" nppropri.llto control 

. con(li t io\'w.' ("No c l[\irvoynnce," "no c luirvoYi1nee and no dcoltlrcnti.on. tClltrl, II llnd no 01\) 

hit rates, ',so thnt fin D.ppropriD.te I1tlltistic bn/wd on the net ill£~_~S!: in "hit; t"ntco' 
cOlild be tostcd for the degree to which this difference measura is stD.tiaticlllly 
signficnnt. 

Since this idea of nn npp)'·oprinte controlconcl1.tion seems to be 00 nlien to the 
pnrn\1sychologica1 so-called "experimental" li tern tUl'C, but is cvery",hcrc c lRC in 
experimental science recognized to bc of the essence o( the logic of'cxpcrime~tntinn 
in the first plnec, let us consider in some detail whllt the minimal rcquircm~ntH would 
bc in 01.·oer to D.ctually run an £::::l2.<::l·i~~. on thin "remote viewing" hypothcnifl t rather 
than merely raport curious observations of pOHsibly purely coincidental avents, 

Approved For Release 2001/03/26 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000200080043-7 



Appnrently, "clairvoyance" scems to be viewed or interpreted uo sOllie ldnd oe 
non-9cnnory "[lecing clellt"ly" of: [1Il objecl: not, il1ll1lC!dilltely nvnilll\)Je to HCl\flOl"y 

survcillllnce Ilnd scnnning. It \vould n!1CIlI, thero[ot"c, that [Ol~ objective exp(~rl­
mcntHl put"poacs it Illny be opcnltioiH~lly defi.ned eithet" by spccifyinr, inlltructiona 
to n Sllbjcct concerning his potential task of envisioning distant objects, or by 
contt"olling the vet"y existenco of n target: to be Geen "relllotely" (or ilny other 
wny [ot' Chat muttet"). 'l'hcl.·c[or'c, onch. of chene pt"ocelltl1~[j1 dctnilo can serve nn 
nil IV in a wl~ll contt"olled 2-[nc.tot" dCsir,l1. l~or the "target" IV, we would fJe('lTI 

to need only the two brlflic levclH of tb:tH IV, IH11110ly, n condI.tion 1n \"hich f.1 

remote tllrgct. is lIvllilablc fOl" nllcgNl "remoLe viewing," hypothetically fncil1.tlltod 
in SOIllC inscrutLlblc fashion by i1 "demarcation leam" actively obr,crving thc tllrgct: 
accordinG to explicit, :r:eplicablc <lb:cctions, and lA conc.litian in which no Buch 
remote tllq~et or team exists. The f01:mcr instnnce would thcot"cticlllly pel:l1lit 
clairvoyn\lce to Opel"nte. (if it exists), since one's repol"ted imagery could be lll11tchcu. 
or, compnrcd to the actual selected target, DB dif/cussed in detail nhovc; the latter 
control con(licion would not, since there would be no selected torget to seo 
clairvoyantly or otherwise. 

FlIl:thcrmOl"C, on the basis ot nn. opcnlt:ionlll dcfiniti.on of rCJ11ot:c M vicwing 1.11 
terms of the i,n8tructions to S estnblishing his t"elllote-v:tC\-ling tank, we cnn Pl"OCCOU 

to require hi,m to drn\-l pictures 01" vet"bally describe nn):'.El1J.:!2rr he Clln imnni.ne [or, 
Hlly, '0 5-minute pet"iod (conunensing llnd ending lit our signal), but in tho exr)(~ri~ 

IIlcntlll condition further telling him to attcmpt to vicw II remote tllXgct, WhOl'l'llfl 
refraining fl."om such a demand in the control condition. 'rho ovcrll,ll danign then 
wOll.ld be = 

• I 

INSERT DIAGRAM mmE 

ProccdUl."lllly, this would mO:ln \-JC begin hy cl."cllting a lorge pool of; nClIrby 
geogrllphici'll sites to function lHI potentinl It<ll:gCCH" ('1'hin in nn Ilttcmpt to 
pcrlhwvo the lluthorl:l pl:occdllrcs Hhnrevcr 6.'llBihlo, ninco it would hnnlly oc\tc'l"wille 
be vcty ndvislIblc to UtlU such cOlllplex sCi,llluli LIB these tl1rgctfl when little in known 
of these of:fects with simple stimuli), lind then l."lHHlmnly ollEd.gn tnrgeCo to the II celln 
of ollr experimental design until, flay. ench cell han five (5) tl1rgetn (or pet"hllpn 11l0r(1 

ci('pending somcwhat on ).-CBOUrCC8 lind tho typo oC stntilltical toot to he tlncd). I\El [Ol." 
our "inHtr'uction" vl1riable, we will basically require S to give a det/dled phI'IWIIH!D 

nologicnl rcpot't of his Hstt'e,un 017 consciounncllu" experienC(~B at dCllignated nl(lIIH!lltll, 

but, for half of the targets (cells A and n) we would have in addition asked ~ to 
llttcmpt to "visualize" nome gcogl~[\rhi.clll Ilecno (\ve \-lould provide our r('ndCl"n 1.11 tlH! 
In tet" t"oport with detailed, n,pl~cablc, innu:ucciollB BO tho rcnder could (!VlI1Ufll!! 

the dcgl.·cc to , ... hich we may have given OU1~ S <lily information about: the type, condttiol\ 
(w loclltion of: the target, nil of which infonnation may help oill1in111h the populiltlon 
of totlll tatocts S thinks might be under considcrntion, thufl Hignificl1ntly incrt'llninij o _ 

~hn probability of making a 1Iit--a circumstance that may help account COl." lIuell out .. 
standing "hits" in the £Iuthora l r(;porc lHl thllt or Vlhico Pll1za)" 'l'bo di(S:c1.'(mtiill 
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pl.'C~W\lCC of Duch information, varying \-lith the "inntructi"On" IV, would be on 
excellent example of 1I confoundi.ng vlld.llble in Jln eXj)edmcnt of thin type. In HOY 

CllStl, the use of these control conditions (no tllrg(~t, no relllote-vie\·J:l.llg demand in 
various combinntions designated by celln 1\. C and n) pel"mits nn empiricnl dctc!r­
min.1tion of the extent to which such "hits" in IWltching mfly occur Dimply hy virtue 
or the similarities judges may rend into L1lio 1lI11l:ching n1l1tcrinl due to ita :l.nhcrcnt 
unstl.'ucturcd subjective quality, llluch ns hUllInn obaervcru of Rorschach. ink blotn nee 
n map of Ireland or a bust of CaeBer, ~n organizlltion imponed on perceptual mntcrinla 
that pel'ceptulIl theorists refer to as "Gestalts," often reflecting unconscious needs 
of the obsc)"ver (such as, "I have p::;yc11ic pmvcrs r must doolonstrlltc:"). 

I\s for the sequence to be follo\vcd in nctulilly running 8 through thene different 
trentl1lcnt combinations, a simple rnndomi7.ed an'angemcnt 'vould Buffico, thllt in, 
assuming 20 targets, with numbers 1-5 in cell 1\, 6-10 in cell n l1l'ld 80 on, we nimply 
l"llll the tr(!ntment combination I1ccording to the next nUlliber in the rlln<iom neries 
(c'. g. I if 13 is the first random nU\\Iber, we run 8 ncconling to the conditionll 
oi>tni:ning fOl' coll C). Later the judge cnn in rnndom Ilequence conrd,dcr one cell hloct: 
of descriptions and targets after the other, until nll [our cells hnve heen "mfltcilcd," 
,,,he1'0 natllrally the judge is not in(orlllco of thn trent1110nC cOl1lhinntion condi.tioll. lilt 
rntes £11'0 detcnllined, for exnmple, and then npprorritlte Iltlltilllicill tents for fli!1iplo 
effects, main'effects, find possible intcl."nctiool1 determined. 'rho "rcll1otc-vievdng" 
hypochcHiB would be confirmed i.r cell lin" had f-Jignificalltly mOl'C hitlJ tlwn c(~ll "1\" 
(no targct),cell "e" (tarGet, no R-V instruction), ond c:cl."tl1inly t;lvm cell "u" (whet"'.! 
hoth tl1rget ,md appropriate instl."llcLionn nrc Hhsent). The prcoent reported ntuc!y, 
by"the \UlY, consists only in cell "B", mnkinG llpprOpl"iatc compnril1oo impolloi.ble. In 
lIny ('{lBC, lllck of Couch siljnificnnt diffcl"once:, w:l.llll101~ely diBconLirm this Jlllt"lI~ 

pnychologicnl hypothesis (not "dillprovc"), theJ~ohy providI.nji no ono ,.,,1 tll 1l11y elllp! riC/Ii 
r<!aHOn for :'1 ffirminG, belief in the existence in thill unuliunl phonomenon I CJ cxiutcncu·­
at least, as evalulItcd in this suggested cxpe)."imcntal design. 

Furthermore, the un~lerlying logic should ho clcllr,thnt the clilirvoynnt hypo­
th(wis E.~~1!?E. be cVllluatcd ",hen l11ntches or hitH (cell "A") nrc COlHp(l}:ed to 001111) 

hypothetical "chance" level (no mattel' how Hccunltc tho fltatillticlll tent he Ilccord1.ng 
to individunl r.t,'itisticinns, pronouncements of Btatinti.clll 1.11l1l0c1.ati.onn, or lIH found 
in Rtntistics texts) tilllt [nils to represent the ,not'11Illl or ~E'.8~~l'0..£.l: of hi tn 
thnt might be ~'\lly cXJ2..c_C:~~~!Cl·..shcsc J..,5.~£1~.~:..:i.c:11_.£2D5~g.L~. when. cll1irvoynllcc dOCB 

not exist (as cells "1)" especially, and also "A" and "C" cotnblishca, llS explninod 
above). 

The' ct/scntin 1 expe1"imcntlll iltva lidity or thi B pnrllpflycholog1.cnl tae t ic () [ 
compnl.·ing thoLl· so-cDlleJ "expcri.llInntl.ll <incn" to HOlthJ hypothetical "dHlnc~" lev('} I 

cllpecially in the nbsence of expel"lmontal control eond:l.ciolln, il1 PC)~hllPIl mOllt clf'flrly 
illustrllted in the psychokinetic ("mind OVC1' Il1lltter") liCcrnture. In t:hofle tlt\Jdiell, 
clHssicnlly chnmpioned by Rhine SOllie yCll1~fl ago (o.g., 1I)l.7), a tumhler might lOflll 

Ollt onto II tllble SOme 600 dice; the S being evaluated [or hill llllogctl IIpnychic" Hkillll 
mlll<es some effort to mentally or "psychically" :I.nflucnce ench die 1I11(\ have, BIlY. Illl 

many 5s turn up liS he cnn. A tabulation. is Illade, 1H1d it if! found that, Hny, 2'}5 
Sr.hnvc indeed tun'led UpMNll. startling rerml!:, i.ndeed, cHpecially when it ill connidcr~d 
that only 100 should have so turned up by "chance." The problem 01 this inteqn'ct;(,tlo 
is the 8<lI1lC as that in the present "remote-viewinr."stuoy. This "chance level" is 0. 

the~raticBl) mathematical abstract model of tho behavior of 600 idoal dico, not 
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nCCCBHllrily related to the die llctunlly being used in the Atuuy at 011, not to 
went:i.on to the rn"OCCdUl"CS find physic'II conditions opct:lting in llctUillly ufling {\nd 
"toBsing" them. An cmpiricnl control conditi.on ia nece81lnry to obtain this ItHl nn " 
ul1rd" tor COlll(HlriHOn, one rCI;-rec~c;lting tile l1cl:ual c()ncret(~ ell.e uoed in the Dtudy. 
nnd llCColinting for such potentially confounding v{lri{lbl(~s InflucncinB the thl"o\." lJuch 
HS non-horizontal t .. blcs, lOihl(!d dice, etc, (a 11 as dillculliied llbovc). Thin cOllcrol 
condition ",auld exactly duplicLlte the experimcntal condition, BHve only for thc 
omission of sarno critical foetor under··study in the experiment, such 00 (in tllLo 
CHilO) psychokinesis itself: In other words, we run 0 non-PK condition, in wh1cl\ 
all is done as in the experimental condition, but _~ doeR not 1'1'1(" when the die io 
thrown. 

Would not such a compal"ison change our inLeqwetllt.:ion of this whole nitufltion 
if it WtlS found tlwt .:1Gnin about 230 dice Cl1me up fl5H"'l He would then obviounly 
look fOl' those other D ltcrn.1t ive, non~pari1psycho lOl~iclll explllllntion;[c';'·c the hi gh 
51~ count (such as the possibility of loaded dice). An excellent review of the 
PK literature through 1962, ond ccncral critique of this "theoretical modol", io 
thot of Girden (1963). 

It \\Illy be true, os the parapsychologists cli1im, t\lnt ESP ill l'col llnd l'Cpt"t'IH1nt:1l 

o great Intent pm."er of the human mind, one day to elllcrr,c in full l'ccognition by 
scionce HS another momen.tous step i.11 the evolution of l1111n Ilnd lli.s 1111nd; but it/l 
U"uth re11l0ins to be uemonst:l-nted through liRe of the ;-xl:5.:ri!.:l£.l1tll!:. method, llnd \Antil 
it. is, in the Some wny us Ohm's lll\", 01" PLlvlov'B condiLioned reflex pnl"llcliglil hllrl 
bc{~n BO delllonstt"nteci, pOl":.psychologifltu ought not eonfd,del~ pHychologiBtfl lind ol.II('},' 
r,d.cntiHts ond engineers calcifi.ed conservotive's hli.ndly rcfullLng to BCC the' uhviouu 
"([Ict" that ESP, etc., exists, because the parnpllychologists tholllllelvc8 neern to 
vb"tunlly intentionilllv avoid using the only techn:l.ques which in the long nm wl.ll 
prove pers~llsiv-o"to··th~' scicntl.Hc community, and thoso arc ohjec!:.f.ye cx~erimcn_t;.!:l 
procedures. 

Perseverance of beliet iti ES11 11nd related phcnolll(~nl1 built upon Bueh nhllhby 
lind preposte'l.."ous evi.dcncc as is usually offnred .'lH "ncicnl:ifi.c proof:" on behalf: 
of: the ESP pl"OpOnentn (and the present study itl to 80mo extent nn cXlllnplc) i tlll!l f 
l'l'qUi.l"CB Home explonation, since such perscrvm'ance iu often cited Illi it/Jolt 1I0111chow 
lwidcncc fOl~ the existence of these "pnr,'::monnnl" phenomenn (importunt people 
\.,rQuldn't believe it if it wasn't tloUC.'), Xt it; not hard to rind EJuch nn cxplnnlltion 
in the Htel"ature of the Bociai psycholor,y of: ':':.~L~.~_L .. ~~'~l'2~~~ llnd ~.L ninc0. 
tlwrein i.t is well understood how orgnll:!.zed gl~()1I1)(1 o( l.ndl.vLdulllll lll11y hnlld to!:C'thcr 
wi.th thC'i.l.· o\-'n ideologicB, 1:hoir own club:;, thell: 0\"11 in-)',roup puhliclltiolHI llllt! 
flncred \"ork" , their own symbol:;, PllHH",ocdll /lml tllognnfl, in the intcreut often or 
pl'ovidinr; somo scnne to life, nOlllo d:i.l."cction, ~10111n cOlllllOnBf1ti.on for il Ilenne of 
perHona 1 loss, inAigni ficance, or infor101-i ty, wh:l.eh j B pl.-ovi.ded by becomi ng 11 "true 
hclievcl'," an Hoffcr (1951) puC it, in somc I->poc:Lnl nn<l unique Il\ovement. EIJpcc1.£I11y 
is this true of ideologic~ that persist dei:Jpite v:!.rtually univurB111 rejection on 
some rationrll g'l.."oundn, flur,)jcstinr" in. contTIlBt, thnt the belief j.n qllelltion (lIlHWprll 
to nc~lS bthcr than those th.1 t 01.'0 ra tionn 1.. 'rho pin'l: icu Inr d if: HCll 1 ty the pn nl­
psychologists seem to encounter in tlHlt (most: fortunately for humonity) the t;c:i.enci. lJc 
method repl.-cscnts onc of the few really print:ine exemplars ot the ~io~\..::'l'unc of the 
human mind, thereby guaronteeing a clouh ",ith their own vented irrlltionll1 idf~olo)~ical 
H),9tClHfl. Add t.o this the consi(iL~l'ntion clint \ ... e are prefwntly wLtnesfiing 11 nt:rong 
iC9urcence of popular interest in the occult and supernatural. with a prollortionllto 
increaso in tho volume of superscitutiouB behavior provo lent, wo can Bee that the 
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present fltudy decidedly fits into the "Zeitgeist" Ot contcmpornry dCn1imtill " Thin ill 
especially un[Ot"tullntc for psychology, since thin nIno 1I1CElnR conoidcrl1blc tlll{;nt 
and potcntilll eXI)(~l·tisc tlwt could have pushed bllCl< frontiet"s of: new underatllnding 
of the norm<1l complex rc.nliti'(;;-of humlln pel'ccption lind its l'elncion to the nerVOUi) 
sys tern, Utl"Ztphysica 1 rcn li ty, should instead to divot"led into inquiry into tho, 
bizD,n,'c circuitous vagarics of the 6o~~£l,11ed H pll ra-norn1.!,l'!.". 
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