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Prom t 11':' Parap<wcho lo~v Stud'! at Stan forci Pesc:1rch Tnsti tutc 
----------~.:..----.-' ------=--------- .. ~--- .~----." ... -.. -

Duri.n.r:: late summey and early fall, si.x sUh.iccts wore referred to me for 
testing for the par3psyc~ol o,PY study at Stan ford r~csearch Institute. 
T~ree of the sUhjects were designated as sensitive subjects and three 
0: the sub:iects Il'ere Jesif~nl.lted as controls. It was planned that I 
I"ould do the tcstin{~ without knowledge of which subjects werc considered 
sensi ti ve and which subj ects lvere considered controls. lIowever, in the 
course of my contacts 1,d th these subjects, it proved impossib1~ not to 
knoh' l~hich subjects be10nc;ed to which group, since I was to interview 
each person in depth. Since personal experience with apparently extra-
sensory percention is a fairly dramatic event, subjects could not avoid 
talking about these events and still be honest in an in-depth interview. 
Consequently, a secondary plan was develoned in which I would do the 
nsycholol~ical testing and write individual reports for each subject. and 
D:::-. I!eenan \'Iould rond the test blind and see whether he could pick out 
t~1Tee test records whi cl-J seemed JTlore simi 1ar to each other than the rest, 
thcrcbv discriminating between sensitive and non-sensitive subjects. 
Dr. lIeenan h:1s not vet reviewed the test materials and so, since a pre­
liminary report is ~C(!uested, I am giving my clinical impressionso{ the 
group data as nertains to the sensiti~e and control subjects. . 

Jntellectual Functionin~. 

All of the subjects in this study'disnlayecl distinctly above-average 
intellectual abi Ii ties. ~lost subj Gets reached the superior range, and 
several of the subj ects reached the gi fted ran,go. As it happened, the 
control subj ects tended to show higher average inte llectual functioning 
scores than diel sonsi ti ve subjects, al thou,r,h the eli fference could not be 
said to be significant, given that there h'ere only three subjects in each 
group. Two of the subjects from the sensitive BrOUD showed highly 
variable subtest scores ""i thin their intelligence test battery. This is, 
sone of the subskills would be extremely high and other subskills would 
be extremely 10\'1. 111e variable nat terns sho1'ln are consistent with 
ar.bivalent motivation as regards 10arnin~ tasks and academic situations.' 
I was able to spot no consistent trends as to which subsldlls tended to 
be hi,f':h and which subsl;,i 11 s tended to be 1011'. For all six subj ects, 
verbal and perfomance skills tended to be about evenly balanced, and 
n;emory skills were approximately what would be expected, given the intelli-
gence scOres attained. The numher scores on memory tests as well 'as the 
nerformances of the subjects themselves reflect a sli.';ht tendency toward 
better memory for material which is organized logically or which appears 
in a meaningful context tha.n for rate memory materi al . In the control 
group, this tendency seens less pronounced and in fact one subj ect shO\oJed 
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a clear nreference for rote memory material. l~e subjects themselves 
tiis not feel th~t allY of the intcl1ir,cnce test r.at'.:!ri[ll tapped skills 
0:- r:ropensi tics on their nart ",hich might be linked to their cxtra-
se~sory c~racities, and since the ratterns of strength and weakness 
,';ithin tllC test nrofiles v~rietl so wielely, I am inclined to accept ILLEGIB 
t:'eir judgment with one possible exception. It is possible that/\ 

....------------, so:;si ti vc subj ects tend to be holistic perceivers rather than analytic 
nerceivers; tktt is, to perceive in Gestalt rather than compartmentalized 
-clc~ents. Psychological tests 'vilic]; arc directly relevant to this dif­
ference in Dercentual style appear not to be standardized as yet and 
so. it is difficult to fo11o", this lead. 

\';hen looked at from the point of vie\~ of psychopathology, the indi­
cators both in projective and in objective testing do not appear to'me 
to show marked trends, either for the six subjects taken together or for 
tr~e subjects in each groun. There cloes appear to be an interesting 
si:::ilarity in defcnsi vo style, particularly ",hen this is taken together 
w: th a similari tv in interests and vocational aptitude', which can be seen 
ir. a lar[;e number of the subj ects both in sensitive and control grouns. 
To elaborate, all six subj octs tended to have high feminine scores on 
the masculinity-feminini ty scale of the f\UL P. I. That scale does not 
Jr.ensure sexual orientation hut rather .. sex role stereotype. For example, 
a :1('rson who is highly active in expressing his aggression, Nho is self 
assertive and who adopts "masculine" i.nterests in, say, sports, mechanics, 
e:c., is likely to get a high masculine score; a person who tends to be 
f,'lirly passive in exnressin;:.; aggression, evcn manipulative, who tends to 
be interested in the arts, in music, in aesthetic sensitivities, is likely 
to gain a high fe:ninine score. Both the men and the women in this group 
0: SUbjects tended to have high feminine scores. The trend is seen again 
i~ the vocational aptitude survey, the Strong Vocational Interest Blank, 
w::erein all of the subjects tended to achieve high scores in music, art 
an~l 'ITi ting, hut particularly in Hri ting IVas this- consistent. The score 
0:1 writing aptitude appeared to be above average for the general popula­
tion in each sub; ect and for sevcral of the sub; ects i t \~as one of the 
hl~hest scores obtained. These two trends in the objective personality 
test data can be compared with another trend found in the projective 
test data, namely on the Rorschach. Here, the responses of the subj ects 
tC:1ded to emnhasizo animal or human movement and to de-emphasize color. 
This pattern is comnon in people who tend to be introspective, to have 
a rich inner fantasy lifo, and in fact to prefer that kind of expression 
of their emotions to interpersonal exnression. The capacity to stand 
hack from one's feelings, observe them, analyze then, even savor them, 
is common among artists and particularly among writers. 

llnfortun<ltely, tNO of the subjects from the sensitive group were 
hi~hly defensive about tcst-takinr. and their t.lcfensiveness was most 
pronounced in the projective personality tests. The result \'las that 
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t:1CV ,pave vcry rni ni m:ll rr:corrl!~. very fel .. responses, flrl/l were ClOSC-l:10uthcd 
j."i t;)lkjn;~ nhotlt thC'ir reS;)f)IlSCS. lienee, tile pattern to vlhich I refer can 
:'-'C seen more denrl)' in t!W control suhjects t1an in the sensitive subjects 
e\'(,11 thou!,h it annenrs to occur for all six sub.; ccts. Currently I am 
l:oin!~ an item-hy-item an:llysis of the subject's anSI,crs to the masculinity­
f~rTi r.1 ni tv scale of the'!. 'I. P. I. to sec whether the high scores obtained 
aye the product of interest natterns, aggression patterns, or both, and 
~~cther t~e suhjects ten/lcd·to check t~e same itc~s in order to achieve 
t::eir hir!h scores or not. [loser content and sC(lucntial analysis of 
t:1C Rorschach recor(is lnay also bo instructive in this rcp,anl. 

Tn the course of th~ testinr;, the control subj ccts hegan to tell me that 
as they rarticinatcd in trw S.R.I. study, they anpenred to be developing 
I.OTe and more sensi ti vi ty on the experiments performed and each was not 
certain thnt he should be nroncrly classified as a control subject. In 
t~l king lvi th Dr. Puthoff, I learned that they did anpear to be showing 
SO:1e sensitivity 1mt th.1.t t~1C"ir performances were not reliable and so, 
t~cy still could he said to be importantly different from the sensitive 
su~jects. If the sensitive subjects could be induced to be less defensive 
in test-taking, it is possible t!lat their records "multl show a pattern 
which could he riistinguis'rted from th8t of the control subjects. Since 
t 11at is not the case, He arc left with a dilemma. A tendency toward 
artistic interests, a rich fantasy life and an introversive style of 
o"lotional expression may be accidental in all of these six subjects. 
It :'1<1;" be characteyj stic- of persons who are willing to participate in 
paransychological studies. It may be characteristic of nersons who haVe 
so~e extrasensory canacity, wheth~r great or small, or it may relate td 
sane other varinble which happens to be common to these six subjects. 
At least four of the subjects in this study descrihe to me an interest 
in scientology and two of them indicate th~t they have he en involved in 
the Church of Scientology for some tine. This commonality nay account 
faT the similarity described al1ove. 

S110 u ld the pattern of emotional style and aesthetic interest prove relevant 
to extrasensory capnel ty, it would seem that the Rorschach gets at the most 
funclamental level of this quality. The objective tests are more likely to 
be r.1casurinr; the end products of that fundamental level of emotional ex­
nression. Since my readin~ of projective test material is likely to be 
colorer,! by my aClluaintance with the subjects and what they said about them­
selves. I will be interested to see whether Dr. !leenan can discern the 
sane nnttern, and for my 01-.11 curiosity I would like to be able to test 
the sensitive subjects again, Hithout them having reael this report, to see 
whether I can put them more at case on a second contact and get more nro­
ductive records from them. Two of these suhjects said franklY that they 
'vere alienated at the thought of psychological testing because their 
cxncricncc was that people with extrasensory capacity were written off as 
nuts and that psychologists and psYchiatrists always examined them with an 
eye tOHard any pathology thc~' could discover. I f they could be reassured 
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t:'. '1t that \':ns not the l10int of interest and at t;l~ same time not be 
cO:lchcd as to what kinds of responses I was interested in, another 
session of projective testing might be productive. 
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