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At the suggestion of Russell Targ I am writing you about an
ohservation in Lhe’l@@gﬁqtor§_involving one Ingo Swann, a New York
artist. To introduce nyself, I am a lascyr phvsicist at SR1 and
co~nuthor of 1he book "Fundamentals of OQuantum Flectronics,’ by
Pantell and Puthoff, a Wiley publication.

Through some private correspondence I received some informa-
tion from Dr. Gertrude Schmeidler at City Cellege, New York, that
they had done some experiments in the Department of Psychology with
Ingo Swann, a young man who had done some rather amazing thinzgs in
their luboratory, including the raising'nnd lowering of temperatures
at thermistors placed some distonce from his body. Since he was
comitig out to thc West Coast, it was suggested that perhaps, as a
physicist with sensitive equipment available, T might like to work

Jwith him in an experiment or two. I agreed and invited him cut.

In ordesr to eliminate the possibility of trickery, I decided
on an experiment where if tréirXkery were sucnessful, that would be
nearly as irportant as any direcel £73rcet he could produce. At the
suggestion of Dr. Little (Stanford Physics Dept.) I made arrangements
to use the superconductor shielded magnetometer Liping used in the
quark cxperiments of Dr. Arthur Hebbard, Stanford Physics Dept. This
magnetometer is located in a weWi in the Varian Physics building, and
1s shielded by an sluminum convwiner, copper shielding, and, mest
important, a superconducting cannister. Dr., Hebbard assured me that
ia tests with large clectromagnets no siegnals have bgen induced in
the shieclded magictometer [rom the outside. The magnovometer is of
the SQUID variety.

' prior to the experiment a decaying magnetic field had been set
. .
up inside the magnetometer, and its steady decay with fime provided

a background calibration signal which regilters as o sine woi > output
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. for something on the order of an hour with no noise. Ingo was shown

the setup and told that if he were to affect the magnetic field in

tho magnetometer it would show up as a change in the output recording.
He then placed his attention on the interior of the magnetometer (his
desecription) at which point the frequency of the sine wave doubled

for a couple of cycles (sce outputl), or roughly 10 seconds. As you
can imagine, we were quite amazed, and Art then said, "Well, maybe
it's noise~-~ii would really be something if you could stop the sine

. wave altogetber.' Ingo procceded to do just thal, as can be secen in

the graph, for o period of roughly 10 seconds. Iic then 'let go,” at

“ which point tbe output returned to normal. Wo asked him to describe

what he had done, and he explained that he could sce the apparatus -

inside and that looking at different parts created the effect. As he
desceribed what he was doing, the recording traced out a cycle as had
occurred originally {double frequency). A rather peculiar dip in the

- recording took place then, and upon questioning him as to what was

happening, he said he was lookling at a new part, the niobium ball
sitting in a cup which was inert for now in the magnetometer experi-
ment (it is used in the quark cexperimént). We asked him to refrain
from thinking about the apparatus, and the normal pattern then traced
out for several minutes while we engaged. him in conversation on other

subjects. At one point he started to discuss the magnectometer again,
‘at which point the tracing went into a high frequency pattern. At

our request he stopped, and we terminated the observation as he was
tired from his effort. We then left the lab, and Art Hebbard then
continued to run the apparatus for over an hour with no trace of noise
or nonsinusoidal activity. At various times during this and the
following day where similar data weretaken, the experiment was obscrved

" by numerous praduate students, and also by Dr. Little of the Physics
Department, and by Dr. Martin Lee from SLAC (Stanford Linear Accelerator),

the designer of the electron storage ring.

An interesting side light of the cxperiment was that ingo was
able fg describe rather well what the 1nter10r roof the device lookcd
like, apparently with some form of"ﬁlroct obserthlon. 1 an quxte
certaln that he would not have had a chance to look at a diagram
beforehand, as he did not know that we were going to use this particulav
piece of apparatus until we arrived in the laboratory.

At this point I wish to state that I consider this an observation,
not a controlled experiment. There arce variables I would want to
chock if we bad time and money, such as whether it was the recording
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Ihis could be tested by a disconnect of the apparatus from the
re ordljg cquipment to sce if the recording

“on | command.

If [further work were to validate the observation,
the least.

ar

would continue to change

2

There is not much more that can be said about the observation.
the implications

staggering,

to say

However, before we speculate I

think it is necessary to remain cautious and try to arrange for Ingo
to [return from the East Coast and to perform some carcfully-controlled
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“If you wish ful

As a postscript,
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ver, Lhe environment was not well controlled,
[
riment suggestive but inconclusive.

cexperiments to see whether the phenomena continue to hold under
orous and well-defined conditions.,

we did try to repeat the temperature experiment
a hp quartz thermomecter and did get the variations requested.

so I consider the

information on this or have any suggestions

plepse do not hesitate to contact me further about this matter.
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.With best regards,

Dr. H. E. Puthoff

Scnior Rescarch Engineer
Electronics and Bioengineering Laboratory

Bldg. 30.
326-6200, Ext.
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