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" PROBLEMS OF PNILOZOPEY IV 9, 1873

(Translated frum the Ruosisn by Maria dihajlovivuasic
and Christuphar Bixd)

Parapsychology: Fiction or Remlityv

Y. P. Zinchenko, Mamnber of the Academy of
Pedergogical Sciepczs of UB8.8.8,; &, N. laontiov,
Correpponding Memosr of the Acadeomy of Fedagogical
8ciencos; B, F, Lonov, Msonber of the Acadsny of
Podzgugienl Scioncas, and A, R. lLuria,

The question put forward 4in the title cf tihis article

bas been dimcuzsed fur dscedss in world sclentific aud populsr
iitaratur@. Long pericds of calm have altﬁrnated with pericds
¢? ggitation with respact tu disclosures on this or thed pars-
normal phenvmenva. The authors of the present article do nut
regard thonselves 28 npecialists ip the field of parapmycholiogy.

However, the incroage in the numbar.oz articles {(mustly in
.‘pgpulmr scientific publications) both in our country and abroad,
un parapsychological obmervatiops as wall as resoarch condu&t&d
on person® having parasnormsal abiliﬁinﬂ, bave forood us to
address curselves to this icoue. Ons muzt mtrese that the over-
- whkeluing majority of articles on this topic are suthored by
Journélinta and ¢ply in certsin icmtances sre articles by
profesaional acientists, such as paychologizuts and physidiosiutw.
publisbhad. Though ¢the Journalimt¢ic publicatioanz often have
: publicit} value, they do pot cowe up to thy gererelly ncceptad
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iigorous standards of scisptific ressarch. Hwterthwlaﬁs; they
are often sympathotically receivad by scientists of various |
disciplines, not t# apeak of their favorable recoptiun by tbe
general public, _

In this respect, the results of polls conducted in 1972

and wade public in Japuary, 1673, by tho editurial board of

the British juurnal, New 5c1wntisf, are significant, In all,
72,000 guantionraires woere aont cut, Ul the 1,500 mcientists
whe }esyonds@, about 70 par cent wore of the opinion that para-
"purymal phencvmena areo sithar firmly qétablinbﬂd (25 par cant) cr
sntirely probable {42 par cont).

Ve have oav similar dats indicating the attitude of Boviat
ncicntiﬂta tuwnrd thig topic, but many irresponsidblo publics-
tioas havo traated parapsycaclogy ip our country is a way which
deoply concerns us, For this resson, we boliove that thoe (ioe
 _1§ ripe to express the viswpoint of ths U.3.8.R, Bociety of
Psychologists toward parapsycbology, tho statua of which wvas

dizcuseod at one 0f ths eestings of the &ocicty'é Preaidiun,

The Fisld o? Pmrmrmycholoaical Rosaarch

U ————— o ra——rr

In the Encyclopodiz of Philosonhy, parapsyckology is

dé!inad 25 » fiold of resesarch which kasically studies (1)

forms of perception affording a mesr® of rocoiving informstion
which canrot Lo e¢xXplainsd by the hnown d@n&aﬁ, and (2) correspond-
ipg forms of tho inmpect of an organise ou physical proacmyna
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occurring outsids the organism without assistapce of muscular
efforts, o.x., by intent, wental influence, atc,
The majority of contewporary parapsychologiets distinguish

.tho tulloving categouries of phenowena: )J“ mansn\

L_flegatbz' Mental communication botwean a person transe
nitting information and one roceiving inforaaticn (referred to
a8 the sender and thg rwcipient);} With the help of telepathy,
two persgons exchange infcrmation ;ith no action of the known

sense organg, In essence, tolepathy is tha ability ¢to obtain

inforemetion from another living boing.

V/(;CIcirvoyanco: Perception of certain events, phenceens,
and objects, which provides an individval kpowledge without the

participation of the known senss organs,

Praéégpit1on: The foretelling cf events based on the

recopticn of information from the future which cannot be based
- on the la¥s of respon, This may bo a particular type of clair=

. voyance.

Dowsing: The weans by which persons with tﬁe belp of an
antenna or rod (2 boant matallic wife._ branch from a tree, gic.)
can allegedly detect the presmsnce of underground water, ores,
voids and other target obhjectms., Thisa is often referred to as a

"biophysical effect." :
' p{,_?'/ ' |lxe /f\‘sq-\t_': < o(\ \ \,‘f(‘ ‘ﬁu\ VACau S Q}‘{“t(v—‘l'\\.o"'
//~ Paradiaanoaties. &@dical diagnoaia baged on clajirvoysnce

Toron CLER et TliE e -
tn'which thore is Ro- contact with the pntiant.s'

- '
The abova forma of ceonaitivity are often lumpad togethsr
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'under the term "extrasensory perception” or ESP, However,

there also exist a clage of influences on physical phenomenu:

e

V’ﬁpuycbokinasis The\montnl influence of-a—porscon on
¢ B ;w.\"\ e |
surrounding objects, for-ingtance, on«the -normal-electrical

sactivity of a plant, or on the positiocn in space of various
:Ltmn;_.(gencrally light weight objects),
v/[;;ychéphotugraphy. A spacific cage of psychokinasia 1n

O v €Ty € prei€c” LC‘ (,v\%'o o enCfa ed DI OC‘)FOD”\C, Q'“LL\%(D”-
which ufperzon staring 1into-the-lens-of a— camera“imprints_on '

the-film 8 mentkl representation of an object that he imagines
but which is in reality not present,
(Baramedicine ﬁ’iield connected with-parapaycho Iogy“which

£ ‘7r‘ f’g‘ bw
invelves unexplained methods of-%reatmsnizsuchf&s bealing by Fune n\i.»

Lel

"ch[1 Y\t 'R

the - laying on of hands and a form of mental’ muggestion in which - 5
-healing is uttempted without immediate contact, gsometimes at a
.great distance,
| All thesme pnenbmena are studied by tﬁe field described
as "parapsychology," and eomotime& termed "psychotronics,” or
"pgychosnergetics,” Not long ago, hypnotic phenomena were
unjugtifiably regarded a® parapsychological, Today, in the
context of parapsychology, hypnosis im used as one of the wethods
by vhich‘paranofmal phencwena are Aallegedly produced, but is8
not considered to be paranormal, Often the abilities of yogis
.nre_;ncorrectly considered to be paranormal, Sowetimes even

aetrology is included in the "disecipline" of pafapsychology.

To some obmarvers, there is a mingle underlying mysterious
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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"furce" or e@igmntic “principils" thntvaarvsﬁ am tho besmis for
uniting and oxplaiﬁing thane phenomena, Eowever, tu consider
such 2 single bawis as adoquatse four explainipg all the phenomons:
in sudh 2 complex fiald of scientific yegearch ig, in principla,

@implistic and incorrect.

Brief Historic Overviey and ths 8tstus of Parapsycholoxy Abrond

Since anciont timss, paranormal sbilitiezs have been
aécribed to shemans, wizards, losam, yogiam, and tha like,
However, we will not aurﬁgy thﬁt topic but wili wove to the
gcientific. In Europe, parapsychology, as 2 method of systemxtic
experimental resgarch and obgasrvatiun, cawe into bcins in 1882
vith the organization, in Loundon, of the Boclety for Paychical
Hesearch, This orgnniiation, which iz still in sxistence, wan
the first parapaycholugical research aocioiy. Since that tiwe,
nungrous anslogous eociqtiau kave Deon orgenised in wmany countries,
wost of which lasted cnly a shurt period of time, At ths presont
'tinm, there exiat mnhy parapsyciologicel nociagioe; zogt of them
are non-protegsional in nature and enroli only 2 gmall woamber-
ship. 38owme of’tha'aociwtiaa arg provided with small laboratoriss
by private funds and by the dues collectod from ths organizational
.ueaberwhtp. 8cientifically-orieanted weobora of the professionsl
socisties are affiliatod with tbe Parapsycholcgical Associntion..
ar internationnl organimstica which hee ito boadquarters im ths

United Oiatoez. In 1268, tho Americsn Associntion for the
Approved For Release 2002[11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3



Approved For.ReIease 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-.60787R000500320001-3 - 6.

Advanceusnt of Scigonce, which unites variocus bciontitic 7
soclieties in the United States, admatted the Pirapsychclogical
Assccintion to its mewmbership.
Parzpsychological research in tha'U.B.A. is carried on

at & limitsd pumbsr of univorsities and ctber scientific re-
search centars. kccording to unvfficial sources, the American
fedorsl gbvernmont spends betwesn ons-half and one million
dollars a year on parapaeychological research, Some large firws
alsu'lend fiuancial suppourt to the rogearch., Uz such new
organization is tho corporztion recently croated by Edgsr Mitchell,
the American asironaut who was inveolved in four sessions of A
ﬁttempted telepathic comzmupication during his flight to the woon,
(A definitive, credible result was not obteined from this study.)
The goal of Mitchsll's corporatioh in to develop parancrual
human abilitiens and to carry ¢n resoarch in suwh aress 88 pars-
medicine and peychokipesis. Mitcholl hopes to m2ke his corporation
self-suppurting. Among its consultants are the vell-known

‘space scientist Yerner von Braun, 88 wvell ss geveral scilontiste
from fairly respostabls research conters. An Academy of
Parapsychclcgy and Msdicineg iz nlso active in the United Stiates,
with ita bnadquﬁrtara in Californié. _

According to statistics compiled by parspsychologists,

tharé exigt noxe thap 240 laburatorics snd societies in 30
countries of tha wvorld., ovever, this estimate significantly

uverntates tho esicatifie work beirng donw in parmpaychulog:.
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 CIA RDP96 00787R000500320001 -3
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Furtherwouxe, the najurity vf thesne organizations exist in the U.8.4A,
Indapendent and, a8 3 rule, gmall-scale scientific re-

-eenrchhprojectz vf 8 parapsychological nature are undertaken

from time to time in the medical laboratories of the U.8.A. It

is knOWnlthat in these laboratories, cumputer-assisted research

aimad at sastablishing the existénce ct extranensbry percebtion

is beicg performed,

Yoreignlpublications

Results «f parapaychological research are usually pﬁb;v
lished in specialized journals in & number'of countries. 1In
Awerica there are wore than ten such Jcurnals, as well ag five
in ths United Kingduﬁ, aix in Italy, and two in France. Several
of tbese publicatiovns imcourporate parapsychology and astrology.
A.There are also publiéatiunn_in uany other Eurcpean countries sod
. in Japén. ln addition, some scientific publishing houzea pube-
'.lish a large nunber of parapsychulogical wonographs as wsll asm
‘proceedings of parapeychological conferences and sywposia,
Material oun parnysycholmgy,,eapeciallj of 5 sensational

nature, is given broad exposure in such publicatiuns a8 Look

and Stern. uccasionally, such respectable mscientific journals

as Science and Nature publish articles about parapsychology., As

o

& rule, however, scientific journals in the fields of pmyckology,
puysivivgy, snd (be viber sciences go not publish articles on

parapaychological research, Hetwesn 1860 and 1870 the world's
. Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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scienti!ic.psychologicnl journals published only 13 experimgntal
parapeychological investigations, Cf that numb@r; positive
results were reported in eight cases, the existence of para-
normal phencvacena in the other five being unconfirned.' It is
interesting that during the same pericud, the world's parapsy-
chological jeurnals published 143 experimental roaearch projects
with pusitive results, and 19 with negative oﬁes'(Billig, 1872).
This number dwves not include sur;eys, critiéal notes, and roe
ports about uncontrolled observatious. A largs numbsr of hand-
books and textbuoks on how to conduct pafapsycholagical research
have been published as well, the latest, a study guide by R. H,
Ashby, appearing in 1%72,

The Internaticnal Union oi Paycboicgical Science hag not
accepted ;éports on parapsychological research for presentation
at its Ccngresnes, A soule exception was made at the 20th
Internaticnal Coungress of Psychology, held in Tokyo in 1872,
when & report by the Awerican parapsychologist S. Krippner, was
presented.

¥hile discussing publicntioﬁa, one shoui& nbt-oait cértnin
 attempts at puliticml gain connected with parapsychology. Ve |
bave in mind primarily a bock by 8, Ustrander and L, Schroeder,

Peychic Discoveries Behind the Iron Curtain. This book was

written as & result of the authors' viasit in 1968 to the U.S.S.R},

Bulgaria, and Czechoslovakia, Tha authore (who sre not scientistg)

- cumpesed a low-level work with cheap publicity as 113 maip goal,

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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The “parepsycholougy” in their beok ia used to advertise mnti-
Scvietise and vice-versa. The whole effort was very suéceastul
cemmercially and in less than twe years fho buok wtnt'through-.
five printings. However, the'bock.is written at & very low
professicnal level, abounds in factual arrora,.&nd containg
overtly anti-Soviet statexonts, _Fuxthermoie, it éxaggerntas

.tha “néhievemonts” ot Scciet “pa;apaycbolcgiats." Cne often nﬁ@té
with similar exaggar#tions un Soviet "parapsycholcegical achieve-
 ments” in the ¥Western wedis, especially in parnpsyéhological
publicaticné nad the wmass press, but upgually without suc& opanly
~anti-Scviet oﬁertonéa. Fraqﬁently, une oncounters spsculations
bou the tbheme of parspsycheloegy and naticnal defense, puycbnlcgicar
warfare, intelligence geathering, etc. All this speculation
probably é;rves as & weany uI‘bbtaiping iiﬁancial gupport four
parapsychological research, Huwévér, tho general otream of paru~'
pB8ychelogical literature eimply does not coatnih evidonce that

these applicationg of parapaycholigy are frequently wmads,

e Rem e gas

In the 18208, Profesacy L, L. Vasillev, a studént é!
Acndonician.v. ¥, Behkterev, conducted resenrcﬁ in leningrad in
the areas of telspathy and clairvoyance. Bebkterev originslly
Joinod vasiliev in this work., Siwmilar research was conducted in
the Ukraine by B, B, Esxhinsky; b@th Yagiliev and Kazhinsky

- @met forth tho ropults of thoir rosszrch ip sclentific wonographs

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320061-3
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' and books (2.g., Vamiliev, 1964);
In the U.S.S.R. thero im no‘suciety which unites part-
peychologists, The proponentis of thie kind of research have
from time to time juiped together to work within sectiocus of
~ uther societies which have usually been scientific and techni-
cal in character, In 1965, = bioinformmtional section wan
o}ganized within thg Hoscow Divisicn of the Popov Scientific-
Technical Society for Kadio~Epginesring and Electro-Compmunication,
The basic area investigated by that group has bveen telepathic
cownunicaetion.
in 1967, an All-Union Section for Tacﬁhical Paraﬁﬂycbolugy
| hnd Bicvintrescopy was organized within the Central Adaministration
0f the Bciontific#Technicgl Society vf tho Insirunment-Building
lndustry. in 1868 and 1971 tvo.séien&ific technicel seminars on
the "biophysical effect” (e.g., downing) wers held under its
augplces; in gddition, 2 jJoint commission for coordinating work
on the problem of the '"biuvphysical effaet' was elected. There
«are uther individuals and rmall groupa workins in vaxioum fenaarch
institutioune and sclentific organizations who, either during
their working tiwe or their sparo ties, conduct ressarch on para-
paychulougical effects, |
‘ In Nizheil Tagil snd other eities in the Urals, ressarch
on the "derwal-cptical effect”™ (the so-called "effect of Roms
¥eleshzve”) has haen conductad for a uwaber of years, “Doraal
vision" ig often included in the circle af parmpsvehological

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 CI?«)‘ DP96 00787R000§09ﬁ%01%
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into account the results of nuxerous vérificafiong and anzlogous
caseg obaerved both abroad and, wore recently, in Moscow, it
would seem that the "dermal vision" phenumenon actvally sxists .
and requires carceful study. For the time being, however, it is
certainly difficult to make definite conclusions about its

mechanismo,

Publications in the U.5.8.R.

In the U.,8,5.R,, materials concerning parapsychology are

usually published in collections of abstracts and the proceede

ings of different éonferencen and symposia, Thus, in 1972, five
reports on psychokinesis were published in the proceedings of &
conference oentitled "Bome Questions on the Biodynamics and Bloe
energetics ofvtha Organism in Normal and Pathological Btates;
Biostimulstion by Laser Radiatior,” beld at Kazaukh 8tate Universiity,
" 8oviet parapsychologists occagsionally publish their results in

" technical journals (e.g., Radiotechnology) but, for the uwost part,

- they appear in popular science magazines with mass circulation
(targetod wmainly ﬁt young people) andiin nowspapora, Usuzlly
{":these artigles present raports about foreign accomplishments.
A gréat nunber of gtories aré written by journalists fho,
with thelr characteristic penchant for exaggeration and gen-
sationalism,'sometimeﬂ doscribs barely positive regulis as entirely

credible, These kind of publications are numercus, It wili

- Bulfigrdve P Reidast Yo b PRES *ENCRDB Y S8R IRES s Jh Jouth,
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The Young Naturalimﬁ, and Xncwledge ie Power. In 1973. Sbcialiﬂt
Industry alsc began to treat parapsychological themes, The
popular media usually do not pay any attention tc the negative
results published by purapsycholbg}cal specialists 1n”acientific
journnls,

_ In both Soviet and foreign publications on® may tyﬁicallyi
find exaggerations of the results- obtained, Thus, judgiﬁg by
repurts in the Américan'prasé, long distahce telepathy experi-
soents were corganized in 1966 betweoan Moscow and Ncvesibirsk, and
between Muscow and Leningrnd,'whicb achisved pesitive and -

‘reliable reamults. All of this is pure rictidﬁ. In the U.8.3.R.,

Kiomsowmoul Truth reported that in the telepathy tests botvesn
Earth and "Apollo 14," reliable results were cbtained. Edgar
Mitchell, an crganizer and participant in these QXperiéents,
.vrute th&; tha expsriments were priwarily dons for public
.relations purpuses, that the reeults were equivocal, and nore-
uver, that the number of succes2sss was wuch lower than the thecry
vf probability wuuld predict., The latter conclusicn would havs
deserved wore attenticn were it not for Mitchell's atatement
about tho "public relativna" aspect of the experiwents, Our
Vpréés alsu devoted spociel attention to Ninam XKulagina, who has
becowe a2 universal objéct of telepathic and peychukipontic re&eafch.
ln the past decade, nc less than 500 articles treating
various aspects of parapsycholegy were published in the U.B.S.ﬂ;

Hest of th are reportis ahout poorly concaived '"sxperimsnts”
Approveg$or eleasé) 2002_{11/18 : CIAERDP96y00787R000500320001?;
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wvhich deserve no serious attention, Thelir authors tock no
account of the standards of precision fornulated for thoere ex-

pericents by the leading parapsychologists themselves,

¥Yho are the Parapsychclogists?

The najority of parapsycholegists are individusle vho-
bave had no training ia bioclogy or psychelogy. Among tbem ira
a significantly large number of workers in the exact séionées:
angineers, uathematicians, and physicists who, as 2 rule, have
no psycbclogical training. In the last decade, these specialists
very often (and'without sufficient reason) changed their joba
for pusiticne in wedical, physiologicrl, or pmychological
institutigps. A yumber of them desired to plunge inteo rasearch;
ing the noét wysterious and wmost interesting thipzs., As a rule,
these parapsycholegists are eithor persons qualified in thelr
own fields but unqualified in psycbolougy, who happern to have
vbserved scne "apazing"” psychological phonowena, ur they are
perecns whe have becowme victime of fraudulent charlatans,

Parapsychologists often have an entirely pracfical.

wcotivation, for instance, to digecover through their studies of

 telepathy, & new wsane of coummunication in crdar to be able %o

transmit important infurwation, or through their studies of
paychokinesis, to discover a row form cf emergj in ordexr to trip
thc dotenating switch of an izstruwent frow A& vlstance, Stravgely

encugh, some scieontists ofton show thouselves to be childishly
Approved For Release-2002(1 1/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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croduleus and patve. Awnung parapsychologista, vne can find
psychiatrists and doctors of other specialties who in their
practice actually do cbsoerve mnonaluus_pbonomenn which are bgrd
to explain, Furthermoure, they appaar to ovbserve these hhonouans
nore often than thair colleagues, .

‘There alsu exists » category of rather clever persons who
‘o!tén have nu serivus background uf apny kind, These ars the very
pocple.whu assume the role of'prOPRgnndists'and impresarjus for
fbuae who actually puzsees upusual abhilities, Ususlly, they mre
.tbe ones whe insiot that parapoychology be recognized ai R dpecial, -
| independsnt science. | R

Thus, anung»parapsycholcgints and th&ir adSarents_aré both
serious spucialists and charlatapns, It is necessary to protect
the furmer from persgung who aye scientifically unscrupulcus and'
who uae,specialists for their own purpuses,

The subjects ©f parapsychological recearch are'usually
indiiidualﬁ vhy pussoss beightened sopgitivity. However, aumstimea
they ere simply #ick people who suffer from diseqses‘of the naivous
system. For instance, pecple who have "derwal vision"” way also
have distinctly expresged corebral pathologiea, fits of hysteria,

During tho first docandes of parspaychology’s existonco;
rathar primitive mothueds of recearch sand proocf were used cuch as

card guemsing, ths sugrestion of dresws or thoughts, otc, But
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and wore relinble wmeans of proct. | o - -
A stresa of engineers snd physicists had a gredt influenca

on regearch methodoleogy. Agsuming that the human brain cperates

‘like an electrunic apparatus and that it is pussible to apply

to its study concepts taken frowm corresponding branches of

physics, thoy brought inte parapsychology new methods of research,

This sccuunte for the use of a whole series of the modern
technical wethods, particularly cugputer and laser techniqués;
Many workers in parapsychology regard the pafanorual
phenumena they are studying as ordinary physical éhenomena based |
cn electrumagnetic radiatiocns, They are alsu of the opiniﬁn that
this energy, despite its small quantity, can lend itmelf to
| calculation apnd weasurement, The search for and the measurewent
uf eLectruQﬁgnetic fislds continue, These fields are cailed by
different nawes {("bioplasma,' “electrogram," ”biopotentiai," gﬁg.)
and areo éombined with the different traditionnl methods of
‘research (fuor instance, the guessing of cone of five Zener andﬁ,
hypnusis st a distznce, moving objects without contact). |
| In the framework of parapsychdlogy, fine progress haa.been
wmade with ingtruments (including the wmomt sophisticated devices)
to appraise the functional state of individuale., For instence,
the "Kirlisn effect"” (phdtography 0of live tissues exposed to
high frequéncy curront} was used by parapsychologisis be:ora it
was used by phyaiblogista and peychologiste., Thusm, soms

individunl research methods doveloped in parapaycbology goncstines
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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turn out t¢ be useful for psychophysiology and experimental
puyéhology, aven if they were not successful in revealing the
nature cof parapsychological phenomena,

‘Non»inntrumental mothods o parapsycholoegy are 2lso being
perfecfed. Ten years'agu, L. L, Vaailiev wrote about experi-
.mentg with "free material” in which the subject attempts to
find out something about a given object among a great numbér of
possiblevobjects, the given object being unknown to him at the
momgnt uf the experiment. Vasiliev (1984:134-135) wrota:'
*The unavoidable shortcbming in such experiments lies in the-
fact that their evaluatiun is subjective but 1t is hardly possible
to remove this subjectivity,” Since that time, a method of
analyzing results with the help of ; "jury' wase worked cut, .Tbe
“jury" knowav;hat wag ‘‘received, " what could have teen tranéferred,
and from what was réceived, they rttempted to find out what was
sctually transferred. 1If this 1is pussible; then the existence
of é channel of communication between the points of tranﬁmiﬁaion
aqd reception is proven., M, M, Bongard and M. S, Swirnov (1867)
wrcte about this #nd other necessary or usgful methode in an

article on the requirewents for telepathic experiments,

The Problem of Credulity in Parapsychological Research

The history of parapsychology is a histcry of the unnagk-
ing of fraud in which wurld-famous scilentists such ag Duiird

Mendeleyov tba Amgrican physicist, Robert Woo thara
Ap|t;roved For Release 2002/11/18 CIA-RDP96- 00787Roobso(§§308 =4
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cecasionally participeted, This naturally haz engendered dis-
trust of parapsycbulegists 28 well as irritatiovn on the part
¢f the specinlista thewselves, The diagtrust is increasing be-
cause, all t@u ufrep, instances uf ocutright mystification aund
fraud during demcnstraticns cf parapsychulogical phsnowena are
cbservable. 1be second reason :9r distrust is the fact that
paranermal yhopod@na cannut be reproduced. Therefcre, they do
no{ weet requirewents for scieuntific acceptance. |

The irmpuseibllity ¢f reproducing parapsycholugical _
pﬁenomeua is explained by poihting to difficulties in setting up
adequate experiwents due primarily to the peculiarity ¢f the
phenumera thomselves. BSince they uriss during special states
and cunditicns in real life, it is difficult to recreaté then in
the iaboratury. The phenumena descrited by parapaycbologisti
. . Are frustraticgly uuntablé; they vanish as gooun 88 externsl or
1n{ernal conditions becums unfaverable, 8cwe parapaychologisis
®s*ate that even when favorable conditicns are present, it is
siill not pessible tu preserve for long periodiof tiwe those
states during which parapsychologicsl phenomena can occur,

" This constitutes the wmain difficulty in interpreting
parapsychological phenumena, Parazpsycholugical literature 1is
full of ezcessively pensational depcriptivns, like those sbout
Ted Seriovs (the subjoct ¢f the American psychiztrist, Jule
E&ganbud) who purportodly virgunlizad and then paycbﬁkin@ticnlly
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- Tere have boon oa2os ohen yyolensiome]l 24359 mﬂm.'
partidularly eaicisrs, ©ore invitod to take part is parepdye
ekologizal cooaicys g OXPDPres im orddr (o expoede trishary.
Conerally pposakicg, thorefore, parspaychelegy i¢291f has booeEZin
forth a greatl puzior of wiiheds 6f sritiecal sarsoruend and
procodures vhich can he wiilized im tbo édzmpstificntion ef
those phomovona, Thoro ary gooeialicts v hbave hed gnoas o -

 perionss An tiat f151d in ¢ Soviot Ualea, Kswwver, Do |
éoncastratioan of fromd can influseoo eoavizeod proponsats of
ths velidity of dublexns phonomona, 48 with roligiosn, oo with

- the ﬁrmml, "faith" 19 povo izxportasnt m;n the fnecta. ‘?‘tfﬁ
eZErossivys urgh to prosogandirs parapormel pMm 65 91l sa
o tondonoy . tonmard comvaticonnlisa and frauds of gyory bimd are
linkad pregisoly to that "faith.” -

It 13 fieting to quota C, B. N, Dansel (1880) suthor of
an importast critical book ca parajayobelesy publicied im 270
ia the V.3.8,R, Faergol (10701298) vreto, "Oud canmsd eatogerie
eally glain thag tm socules of thowe emps

insatd and auplalimed
by fravd, but aloo cne ¢snmet keliows thnt thoy effor fival precd
of extrozcnoery porcopiica,” : | o -
7 Owviossly coms se=callod perspoyshologioal pimmenoms
M@tmlly do l;apmn. Evmdear, tho edis olo2aalo to th? poonmdesdd

of thelir exiotors?e 49 20 foat ¢he2é the ghoxnal for tromsmdeeiaen
inforcation of indlvoesed AD udinown, At 40 procend tira,
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eiectrouagﬁétic field cf crganisms as a biological lihk ox
ca;rier of 1niormation; The regsearch is beipng conducted oﬁ
insects, animwals, and humans, but wany ¢f the researchers du not
chnnect their work to parapsycholugy, at least not cvertly. The
physical bgsis four these phencmena gtill remains to be discovered,
| Many parapsychologists hold that the physical basis for
the phenumena eludes study because sericus science stands aloof
frem parapsychoulogical research., Huwever, it seems to ua.that

) g}eat deal of the blame shuuld be assumed by the parapsycholo-
gists theuselves for engaging in many #ctivities’wbich set them

- apart from serious science.,

Scwe Results

‘.
I

In the field of parnpsychology, cne nust différentiate
between iuwagined ”ﬂupérnatural” phencmena touted by wmystics and
charlatans uvn the uvne hand and phencmsna which really exist but
“hzve not yet been satisfactorily explained scientifically, either
psychologicelly or physically, oun the oihar. The first require
expusure and demystification, As Ior.the second, it is necessary
to ccntinue their study in psychological, physiolugicél, blow="
physicai,‘medical, and other scientific instituticpns, However,
the dissouigatign of the totality of parapsychulugicallidaﬁs in
aspects and forms that often aiw principally st publicity play

8 negative role, snd feed the noeds ¢f unstable persons who sesk

scientifically inscrutable principles, R -
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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An analysis of the status of parapsychology indicates
that it 18 polluted with anti-scientific conceptions and, that,
| to a great degree 1t has become & field of activity fdf would~be

"experts,’” Some of thoese "exXperts" deélure thenselves to be
leaders of groups and collaborators in organizations which have
never existed in cur country. 'The Institute of Teachnical
Parapsychclogy"” is an example of such an organization, It is
necessary tov put an end tu tha activity of poorly qualified but
militant parapsychological "experts'" who take upon theﬁselvea
the role of voluntary and far from Qnselfish propagandista and
who issue numerous reports and gilve leeturea‘on parapsychology
for audiences which even include scientists. These lectures
offer an unscrupulous mish-mash of fantasy and faét.‘ :
Thé‘non—critical stand toward parapsychology on the part
uf some sericus scientists can be explained only by‘a lack of
cuncern for scientific theory and for a sound philosophy of
Bclence., Thus, there is nu need for the existence of para-
reschelogy as 8 special digcipline since the only factor that
unites parapsychoulogists i8 the mysterious, enigmatic nature
gurrounding the phenomens they study., We also hold that the
practice of publishing sensational maferial on parapsfchology
which lacks any scientific basis iﬁ newspapers, magazines and
populer bouvks, cannot be tolerated, A tradition which self-
respocting Bcienfiats normally fullow is for some reason bhsing

broken by many parapsycbolugiﬂta. Thoy need tc adhere to the
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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practice of eerngs sclentific achievewents beingvpuhliéhad firat
in the spocialized literature and c¢nly sf¢erwards in popular
editions. | |

Certainly the tiwme has coume t¢ bring ourder into thé
acientific research and study of tﬁe phenvmena described in

parapaychulegy. Much of the reseafch'in the field ¢f para-
‘psychulugy ig being done by physicistis and engineers, Theréfore,
it would bé expedient tu agsess, at the Institute for Biophyeics
utlihe U.5.3.k. Academy I Sciernces and at the Inatitufe for
Froblems o?f Transwitiing laformation of the U.8.8.R. Acadsny of
Sciences, the directicn and scientific level 7 the study of

the “bicphysical effect” (diwsing). The eléctromngnetic fields
genarated.yy living orgrniems could be likewisne nssessed as a
pussible weans of biolcgical infurmaticn (telepatay), as well
a8 wany other phenvmena, 1f attenticn is paid to these phencmena
frem ihe peint of bilophysics and information théory, these
efforts will belp to dewmystify them,

The psycholugicel inatitutes «f the U.8.8.R. Acadaﬁy of
Sciences and of the U,.8.8.R. Acadomy f Pedagoglcal Sciences |
and other psychulogicel institutions should alse give considera-
tiun to ;ha pusaibility of wmounting programs for & strictly
- scientific resesavrch intc these phenowenpa., Evidéntly it would
| be eadvisable to organizo a laburatorj within cone of tha
paychulogickl 1n§titutioam which would study persuns who roally

do posassss unuaual abilities. It may ba found that waay of
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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these unusual abilities are uut necessarily parancrmal in'éafufe;
The'results vf such ressarch after meticuleus verificetion
should naturally be publisbed first in the scientific iiterntufe
and only afterwards in.the popular press, _

"];71;12235 that the attenticn of ueriqu§ scientific
organizations toward the phenomena described in parapsychology
could help tc¢ discover their true nature as well as to thwart
the charlatans whé are taking advantage of an understandably
naturel interest on_fbe pert of a wide dudieneevtoward many
Juﬁresolved mysteries of the humau.psyche. Such an effort could
alse help toe discredit the wmyth about the existence of a major
"parapsychological movement" in the U.S.SLR.

i

T
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