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PH(.';8LEl!.! or PHI w:opg~ IV 9, 19'13 

(Transl. tQHl lrtJt:I tho UU1HIJian by aar18 .Uhaj Ivy1 YGaie 
and Cbri~tvpb$r Bir~) 

~r.p91chQ~~[!: F1ct~e~ ~~ ~~!l'l 

V. P. Z1ncbonko. ~~bar of th~ ACA~ay of 
Pecbgvglcal SC10J)"t:~0 Qt U.8.B.B..; A. U ... t.Altont1tJ'Y. 
CCJrre.opvndlng ~b~r of the Acad0-ft, ot Poc:m~or:;le.l 
8ci~ncQm; B. f. LO~OT, Ka~bor of tho Aca~Du1 of 
Peda£v&1cal SC10~~3. and A. R. LuriA. 

The queat1~n put fc~rd in the title cf thl~ artiel. 

bas ~en discussed for Qecados in world ecient1!ic Rud popu~r 

literature. Lens ~r1ods ~f calm hay~ alternated w1t~ pqriQ~ 

~f &~lt.t1vn w1th r~a~ct to dI~clcGUroB on th15 cr t~t psrs­

nColrD.!.l pbellQ'menou. 'I'b, autb"rs of the prefM'ot art:!.c 10 do ll4Jt 

reiard thanaelv •• AD .peeiAIi.to in tbo field of pa~pQycbolo~y. 

HoveYl2llr. tlw 1ncroaz.e In the nuaber 01 artlcltrlm (!wlJtly lXl 

p~pular SC10ut1f1c publications) both 1D gur country nnd abro~d, 

"'0 paravaycbolvgieal ",b!\!Jervat,lona CUI well ag nt~3rch COl\Qucud 

on !~rsOnA hAvin, paranormal &b111t1ftc, h4V8 forQod U8 to 

addn". c;.ureelvGts t(.l th18 ifl..cUO. Ona InlEt IIt~a. tht tM OTC!l"-

vhGlu1ng a3Jority vi artic10~ on th1u topic are authored by 

Jvurna11zts and vnly in e~rta1n instances are articloD by 

pr~f65aivnal GC1e~t1otm, ~ucb ~m P~1c~~1~~~ta and pbyelo1o$iat~. 

publlsbad. Tbough tho jvurn&11zt1c pub11c4t1uDC often baTe 

publicity '"I,p.lus, t~y dl,) not e~ up to t~ rr:~»Gnl1,. l\cccptft4 
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are ott~n .),l1patbatj.cally re.cCltl""d b)' ecle.atlst. of various 

d1ecipl1nea, not to ~peak ot tbolr favorable rec~pti~n by the 

pneral public. 

In tbis rospet:t, the rasul ta of polla conducted 1n 1972 

aQd _de public in January, 1973, "by the ecUt.vrial board of 

tbe Britisb jlJurnal, ~ !Clfl1'Dtist. are 131sn1ficant. In 411, 

72,000 qUHtionM1re15 voro sent (iut. vi tlla 1.500 lleient1f1tJl 

WDw responded, abcJut 70 per cont Ute"' of the opinion th3t para-

. cerul phitnomena a1"'O oitb$r firmly •• tabllobocl (2.5 p;s:t" c.-at) (.)r 

entirely pr(J~ble (42 par ~r.ltJ. 

l. haye DO uiailAr ~ta 1ndlcatin! the attitude of Sov!~t 

acleDtlata tlJ~ard tbi& topic, but ~n1 lrre8ponaible pub1iea­

t10DS havo trosted parapsyeaoloey in ~ur cCl~ntrJ in a way which 

de11tply concerns WI. For thi:e .:"4'uttwn t " belli ...... tba t tbo t1~ 

i. ripe to ft~vrc8JJ the .1:owpoint of tbo U .8.6 .11. Society 0'1. 

PB:rcbol(j~1etD to'ElAr<1 parap~ycl,)olog,., tSM etatus of "Cfbieb Vola 

. dl~u~8d at on. of tbs ~tin~ of t~ Society's PTea1~1u~. 

Tho !,leld (;! ~r1'llpt'H1'cholo~ie&l Rc!!e_reb 
...- .......... - - ------ -_. 

In tba E~}'cl0.J"\Od1~ of ~,Q~?by, plArapa),cbololt1 111 

dof1D@d •• a fiold Qt re9&arca which hAa1cally =tudi •• (1) 

forms of perception Aftordin3 a ~~ of roco1vina inforaation 

"b.1cb can.n.ot ~ explainGd by, thtt ~ B~~. and (2) eorrctlp.CInti-

1»,$ forlU~ Colt th~ 1.olJQct o! mtl o~~ai~ QJI pLtyiiu:al p!:,.alJ.C~M 
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occurring outside the organi~a without asai.taee. of auscular 

effort., !.J., by intent, .ental influence, !!c. 

The ~Jorit1 of contempornry parap.ycholoI1at» distinguish 

the following catei0rles of pbeno.ena: 
,..- 11l!1I~~ r"r'1,.h"l 15 I""t, 

V""LTelepathl: Menul cOl'lllunication ootwe"'JD a po:I-SOt1 trans-

mittinc information and one receiving 1nformatl~n (referr0d to 

•• the Mnder and tbe reCiPient)] Witb the help of telepathy, 

t1Kl perllons exchange information with no aetio!l of the known 

•• nae ~rgAns. In essence, tolepathy 18 tha ability·to obtain 

1nformati~n from anothor living being. 

v/ Lg~lrvOfAne!: Perc(1ptlon of certain events, pbenoilena, 

and objocts, which providen an individual knowlodge ¥ithout the 

participation of the known se~ organs.: .-
Precognition: The foretelling of events basftd on tbe 

'+ ... 

reception vf inforeatioD from the future Which cannot be based 

~n the la~. ot reaoon. Tbis may be a particular typa of clair-

.. voyance. 

Dowain!: The 1U!ans by whicb penlOnD with the help of an 

ant.enM ~~ rod (a Mnt tNtall1c wire, .b'raDCb from a troe, ~.) 

can allegedl), detect tho preSOJlC6' of underground water, Orf)., 

voids and other target objecta. This i& of ton referred to .. a a 

"biophysical effect.1t 
r----

/. Paradia!7notiticII. 
:--( ,I" r -". . ;., .. .. t r : <,.; .. ,.. .. :.:' " ~< '.I~'.~-~ ~ .-!.,..J -"1 

in-which th;9r1.) its no- contSlct ,,1tb t9 pat1l!mt • .­
_J 

Tbo Abovo for~~ of c0n~1t1vity are otton lumped tog.tb~r. 
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under th4b term "extrauensory perception" or ESP. However, 

there also eXil!Jt a C11.1;1I8 of influences on physical phenomen.: 
~-- Il .... prT 

V[P&1Chok1neSi8: -:T~~ ~e_ntl\l influence 0.1 a pG-l'6Cn on 
,,( t:,JV'\\\',~~ , 

aurrounding objectB,~ -for--iIlJ'tance, un--tbe-normal--electrical 

&c..t1-v:lt.y,-of _J. plant, or on tho pom! tion in epace' 'of 'various 

~.ma-(generally light ve11bt objects). 

,y ~~~~~b" t,~~':" p~Yc: ro~" ~?;j 1 !;t~ ::a~:nc"e: ( r:Y~:~~}';;~: ~~i ;ne ~'LC \ SfO ~~ 
wh1ch a-p(l'r.on-mtaringinto - tmt--lens--of --a-camera--impri-nt!Lcn .-

t.be-f-i-lm-.a.-IQ6otal--rlltpreaontat1on of an object that be imagines 

but which 19 in reality not present. 

tl>arsmed1cine: -A-11eld-conoected- wi th--para-pm")1cnoI6gy-wh1ch I! ~ I 
E.:-:: (7 e c. (:)(--, , 

i-DV(;rlvoSl u:uexplainod methods of -t-J:"e-atme.n.t=aucb-tt1t bealing by r.cr.- '1\\ $':;:' Cc: 

+t: d1 r.; "v .' 
tbe -laying on of bAnd. and a form of mental Huggest10n'-1n vhicb j -

-healing 111 attempted without immediate contact, Bometimesat a 

.··irea t distance. 

All these phenomena are Btudied by the field described 
J 

8S "parapsychology," and Gometimes termed "peychotronics," or 

• "peycboenergeticil. II Not long ago, hypnot1c Pllenom.ena were 

unjuat.1:fiably regardod aa parapllIycbological. Today, in the 

context 0f parapmychology, hypnosis 1s used aD one of tbG methods 

by which paranormal phenomena are allegedly prvduced, but 1& 

not c0naidered to be paranormal. Often the abilities of yogis 

are incorrectly conllliderod to be paranormal. Sometimes oven 

aatrolOiY 1s included in the "d1ficipline" of parapsychology. 

To some obserV~l~t th~re is a Sil~10 underlying myeteriOUB 
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"ffJrco U or Gn1e=at1c ··principle·· that Nnell u tu balli. for 

\ul1tlns aDd O:.tpla1111ng the~ pbGn()18Ona. &.nrever, tu cOD.ll1d.er 

8uc21 • slna1C) bs.'S!fI as adoquat" fvt' Gxvl.tnlD" all the pilenoDGna 

1u such. complea fiold of ociGut1flc researcb 1a, in prlnciplQ, 

_i.pI1.tic and incorrect. 

Brief Htsto~lc Ovorv1e9 ~ .th~ .St.stu.a 2! Panl;lmyebolOfjI Abroad 

51n.ae ancient tlEW8. paranoraal .. bili t:J.ec baVlt been 

aacrlbed to ebaaaM, wizards, 1 .... , f011., and ttd like. 

However, 90 will net surv., th.t tQP1c but will bOVC to tbm 

·cclentific. In Europe, pArap~ycbology, as a method of 01a~a&t1e 

experimontAl rosearcb. and ob&JrvatiCJn. came intu btl1~ in 1882 

with the o~~.nizat1on. in ~ndon, of tba Society for ~~yehicAl 

W9lJellrch. Thi. or:;a.niut1on, wbicb is .till 1n eXistence, ns 

the first parapt.l7clwll.ic;ical reM.reb society. S1nc~ ttltlt t1mo, 

numerou.a llIJaltllvWi moe1.tieD bay. been or-pnt_d in many countr1fl!!! t 

most of wbicb lal'Jted (/nly a 8htirt period of time. At tbtt preuoJlt 

• t1111O. there tut1at lUlU)' p.rap::s,.ebolo~1c.l aociotica; SODt of thea 

are nOD-prote •• 1o~'1 in nature and caroll only a emaIl D0aber­

ship. DotlO of the aocieti@fJ ar!l providad ,1tb ~11 laooratori~ 

b1 private-funds and by tho du~ c~ll4Ctod troll too orpDiutioDAl 

MAbermb1p. &e1sDtif1cally-ori1.tnud .... bora (Jf the pro1fHJGiol1s1 

.ocietlc8 are affiliated vitb tbfl f'r:av-aycbolcllical A.ssocintioll. 

aD 11lternJAt1onal oro:ani1!.a t:10Zl"}UCt\ h:!io :1 to boadquarters ill tbr 

United 3uto$. In 11JS9, tl.r.o Ali:9r1can ~illt1oD. 10r tM 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 

. , 



} 
l . 

Approved For,Release 2002/11/1'8 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 -. . 6. 

AdyaDC~nt of Seience, which unitss various scientific 

.vei.ties 1n ~b. United State., admi~tod t~ Parap.y~~logic.l 

A.soc ia tl(.1n tv i ts I:' ... m~r.blp. 

Par&p.ycholollcal research 1a t~ V.B.A. 1s carried OD 

at a limited numbor of univonJ1tleD and (..tber sc1entific re-

aeal·cb cent",". Aeeord1nlI to unofficial soured, tbe .A.lNrican 

fedGral goyerJl~nt sp.endaJ bet1L'MD ,one-halt anel one ,.iIllel1 

d(Jllarll 8. year on paraptllycbol(Jslcal roftoarcb. So.1Mlt largo .111"'118 

alau lend fil.ancial aUPP<Jrt to tho I'tnzearcb. line oucb new 

c,,!"£anizat1ou is tho corpontlc'D recently croat.a b)' Edgsl' Wltcboll .. 

'the American •• tronaut woo ~cs involved ill fe"ur 80ss:i.onll of 

attemptod telepathic co.:unicatiQn during hia flight to the mo~u. 

(A definitive, credible result was not obta1ned fr(';11 this study.) .. 
1be goal lit Wi ten"ll 'II c(.)rporation 10 to develop para[K;nal 

human abilit1es aDd to carry QD reaoareb in ouch areas as para-

medicine a.nd po),011oil100'll1.. ll1tchell hopeD t(.) uke his corporat1on 

NIf-supporting. Amon, it. c(,rll!8ultantll tAro tbe nil-kno"n . 

• space &cientist "'~rner von Bmun, ~. veIl "s &ovenl fJc10ntisttl 

trOll fairly respectAble roMarch C0nt.o-ra. An Aead.e1l1 of 

Parapsycbclc..gy and J!edlcino 1m; lllso actin in the tin!. tod Su. te., 
with ita bBadquartftrB in California. 

Acc~rd!n, tQ etmt1o'ticm compiled by paral~7cbologl.t., 

tbare cxlot tign than 240 labc'.JRtorloa and l!WCiet:J.es in 30 

countr1ea of tba '!i7orld e ~"evtn". t~1a e-.at1r.atG e1gnj.fiCAutl,. 

uvormtat&.!I th3 ooiont1f1c. 'ffo;dq; b.air.,~ CoM 111 ~r1lpsycholo~,. 
Approved For Release 2002!11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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Furthel"'lMuro, the saJority of theBe ors"n1:z.at1ons exillt in tw U.5.A. 

Independent and, as a rule, sm.ll-ecale scientific re-

aearch proJocts 'VI a parapsychulc..gical nature are u.nGertaken 

frvm time to time 1n the ~edical l~}~ratori&s of the U.S.A. It 

is ~nc..~n that in tbese labLratories, computer-essisted r.mearch 

aimsd at establishing tbe existence of extrasensory perception 

1m being performed. 

!ore1~n Pub!i~ation. 

Results' ~f paraI)Sycbul~g1cal research are usu~lly pub-

110bcd 1n s~ec1allzed JouroAls 1n a nu~ber' of countries. In 

America there are w~re than ten sucb Journals, ~8 well as five 

in ttw United Kingcvm, aix in Italy, and two in france. Sevcnl 
I 

vi these publica tl",ns ioc(Jrpura te parApsycbo!Qgy and astrology .• 

'lbare are a lsu publicat1Qn& in aany "thor European c(>uutries and 

in Jn~an. In addlti~n, s~me oelentlfic publ1ahing hous •• pub-

.lisb a large nUQber vi partt],)sycbulvgical monographs ae well aa 

·l,Jr(..ceedlnga of parapuycb(JlU3'ical conf·.rencos and sy-"npoain. 

Ma terial Coin parapllycholog-y I . especially of 11 senDa tiona1 

nature, 1& given broad exposure in such pub11cations am~ 

aDd Stern. \"'ccas1(.onally, sucb refJpectable scientific journa!M 

as Sc1.~ and Nature publisb articles about varap.ycholo~y. As 

a rule, hcwever, ~1Gnt1fic j(.ournala 1n tho fields of PBych{)logy, 

parnpfJychologlcal rODC:1rch. ~)etw:tQn 1960 and 1970 th4t 70rld '0 
. Approved For Release 2002(11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320b01-3 
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scientific psychological journals published only 13 exper1m~nta1 

parapeycholugical invest1ga.tlons. ()f that number. positive 

results were reported in eight cases, the existence of par.­

normal phenumena in the utber five being unconfirmed. It ift 

interesting that during the salle perivd, the world's parapsy­

cbolugical j~urnals published 143 experimental research projocta 

with ~vsltive results, and 19 with negative ones (Billig, 1972). 

This number dc...reanvt include surveys, critical notes, and ro-

~rtu abvut uncontrolled obBervationB. A large number of hand­

bvvks and textb<Joks on how tu conduct parapsychologie&l reB0arc:o 

have been published as well, the latest, a atudy guide by R. H. 

Ashby. appenrin~ in lb72. 

The International Union uI PBycbolQgical Science has not 
, 

accepted repo.rts un paravsycholugical research for presentation 

at its CLngre8uos. A 8ule exception was made at the 20th 

Internatiunal CungresB of Psychology. held in Tokyo 1n 1972, 

when a repurt by the American parapsychologist S. Krippner, Y'dS 

presented. 

Wbile discussing publica tiona, one shuuld Dot ot!li t certain 

attempts at pvliticn1 gain connected with parapsychology. We 

have iD mind primarily a book by S. ustrander and L. SchroedQr, 

Psychic Discuveries Behind the Iron Curtain. Thia book was 

written as a result of the authors' visit in 1968 tv the U.S.S.R., 

Bulga.r.is, and Czechoslovakia. Too AuthoI'B (who nre not scienti~t::l·) 

cumv~sed a low-level wurk with cheap publicity as its maingoa1 5 

Approved For Release 2002!11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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'l'be "Farapsycb<ll<,gy tl in their lx..ok 11) used to adnrtiN Alltl-

ScvietilJll! and vice-versA. '1'1'£4) wb()le c:tf(,rt was ve~y auccftssf.ul 

c~.merc1ally and in less than tV0 years the bvok went thrQUlb 

five printings.. IIoiiover, the b .... (..K 18 wr1tt~n a.t a ver'1 low 

profes&ic'nal level, abvunds in factual ern:..rs, and containS! 

overtly ant1-Sv\,let sta teu:.onts. }'urtherwore t 1 t exaggon t.aB 

tho t.lacbievet:.ente' of 8~1Gt "parapBycbol(.g1st&. t. One often 12eets 

.. 1 th similar exaggera tlollfl CoIn S(Jviet "parn.pflychol<."glc~l 8.ch1eve­

Rlentl9 t. In the Western taed1a, especially in parapsychological 

pub11cat1Gns nnd the maSG press, but usually without sueh openly 

aut 1-S("viet ("vGI'tonOll. Frequentl y, tlno oncounters sp6culA. tlonll 

(J~ the theme vf paravsych",lt"gy nnd IlA tll,.ual cie!ense, p.ycbolc..gical-

,arfnre t lntel1.igence gathering,~. All this sveculatJon 
, 

prubably 8t'trVi)S as a weans «.tlubtllin1nl financial I!upport for 

~8ycb~lvgical lIterature simply dve& n~t CODtain ev1d~nc. that 

these a~1111cativna of parapsychc..logy are freqU9ntly ~de. 

farae~~cbol~gl in ~be ~.8.S.E. 

In tbe 1~20s, Pr~teGmvr L. L. 'asiliav. a student of 

Acadol1ician V. M. Behkterev, conducted research in !.cn.ingrad in 

the arens of telepathy and clairvoyance. Bohkterev originally 

Joined Vas111ev 1n this work.. 8i1ll11Ar rc-eearch ns conducted in 

the Uk~a1ne by B. B. Ks.zh1nnxYi both V~8i11ev lJ.l"\d Kazb:1nsky 

Bct f(Jrth tho l'Q6Ul to of thoi.:- l·{)~g:'l.rcb in zcicntific l&onog't'npli:; 

Approved For Release 2002(11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 



I 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CI.A.-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 10. 

and buok!.1 (~.I .. Va.1Ilev, Ht64).' 

In the U.S.S.R. th8ro 18 no society which unit •• para­

p.ychol~g18t.. The provouents of thie kind of reseArch bave 

fro~ time ~~ time joined tOietber to wvrk within D0ctions of 

otbar .oct.ties wbich have usually been scientific and teehDl-

cal in cb~racter. In 1~65, a bloinformational section was 

organized within the Mosc~y Dlvi8ion vf the Popov Se1entif1e-

technicnl ~iety for Rnd1o-Enstn&ering and Eleetro-Ccnmunlcation. 

Tbe ons1e al'ill2i inveat1ea ted by that grc.up has been tGlepn tbic 

cOl:DuniC8t.i(.!n. 

In 1967, an All-Union Section for T&ebnical Parap8ycholQgy 

and Bivintrt::scop1 w-aa organized wi tbin the Central Adrdn1Btra t10n 

Qf the 8ciontlfic-tecbn1cal Society of t~R In3tr~ent-Bu11ding 

IDdu~try. I~ 196& and 1971 two sCientific technical &esinars on 

ttw "bi("phys1c81 effect.. (.!.j. t dt.rvRing) "era held under i tft 

auSpiC6Bj in addition, a joint commission for coordinating ~ork 

on the vroblem (.If the "biupbysical effect 11 vas elected. 'there 

.are uthor individuals and small groups werking in var1uuG reo$areh 

1nst1 tutlvIlS aDd scientific organiz.a ti(ma Who J ei tbtsr our-ing 

their wvrking t1we or tboir uparo time, conduct rCHarch on pera-

i4ycbological offecta. 

In N1zhuil ~ali1 and other c1t1e~ in the UralD, roeoareb 

on the "dcl'Wll-c;..pt1cal effoet U (tbe!JO-called "~:ffEHlt of ROD 

v1f1ion" if! often iuelu<!ttd lrt ,th~ e irel" elf parap=ycboloSiclll 

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R0005003.21ll101-3 ....... "'.An" 
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into account the results of DUlr.erOUIl veriflcs.tionll and analo!loUJI 

caeoe observed both abroad and, more recently, in Mozcow, it 

would fiieeUl that the "dermal vision" pbenomenon' actl.1,ally ~xlstB . 

and requireR caroful studY4 For the time being, however, it 1m 

certain,ly difficult to make definite conclusions about its 

llechanisl'l1o. 

Publlcat1oD.!1 in the U.S.S.R. 

In the U.S.S.R., materials concerning parapsychology are 

usually published 1n collections of abstracts and the proceed-

ings of different confel'enceo and sytnpoBia. Thus, in 1972, five 

reports on psychokinesis were publisbed in the proceedings of lit 

conference 'entitled "Some Questions on the BiodynamicS and 510-

ene-rgetica of the Organism in Normal and Pathological States; 

Bi<J!5ti.mulation by LaDer Radiation," held at Kaznkb State University • 

. Soviet parapsychologists occasionally publish their reaul ts in 

. tee hn1cal journa 18 (.! _!.. ~d1otachno logy) but, for the tilOS t part, 

. they aVpear in popul~r science magazines with maB8 circulation 

(targeted mainly at young people) and 1n nowspapenl. Ul!Iually 

these articles prasent reports ~bout foreign accomplishment!!. 

A great number of stories are written by journalists who, 

witb their characteristic penchant for exaggeration and sen-

sa tionalism,. i\ometimes deseri be barely posl ti ve re IiSU 1 to a8 entirely 

credible, These kind of publications are numorous. It will 
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!J!! Young Naturnl1!!t and ~n(..w1edt-;e .!!! PUTOr. In 1973, Socia118t 

Indu.tr~ al.v began t~ treat parapsych010gical tbe~es. The 

p~pulnr ~edia uoually do not pay ~ny attention to tbe negat!~ 

results published by parapnychulogical specialists in aeientlfle 
, 

JCJurnnls. 

In both s<'!viet and foreign publications on~ aay typic~lly 

find exaggerations of the results-obtained. Thus, judging by 

r.purte 1n the American press, long distance telepathy experi­

ments ~re vrganiLed in 1~66 between Moscow And Ncvvs1blr8k, and 

between M08CuW and Leningrad, which achieved l~sitive and 

reliable resulte. All (.If this is pure :fictivn. In the u.s.s.n., 

Kvnwv~ul Truth reported that 1n tbe telepathy tests betyesn 

Earth and ~'Al)(.lllw 14, It relin hle reBul ts were obtained. Edgar , , 

Mitchell, an ~rgan1zer and participant in these experimente, 

Yrvte that the ezperiment. were primarily done for public 

"relations purp<-ses, that the results wore equiv<.iCal, and wlot'e .. 

uver, that the number ~1 success.s was ~ucb lower than the'theory 

• vf probability wvuld predict. The Intter conclusion wvuld have 

deserved wore attentivn were it not for Mitchell's statement 

o.bvut tho "publiC rela tivn8" Ittlpo-ct of the exper1z>Qnto. Our 

press alsu devoted speci&l attention to Nina ~ulag1na, who bas 

becvme ~ universal vbject of telepathic and psychvkioutic re~arch. 

In the V •• t docade, no leEs than 500.articles treating 

var1vu5'aspects of parapsycholvgy were published 1n the U.S~8.n. 

M(.·st AO! t he!lll. P..r.0 re}J(.)rts a bout lH.forl Y C<.InClD i ved "experiments;" 
pprovea !-or Release 2002!11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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which deaerVG nQ Hrious attention. Their authors took no 

account ~f the .tnndarde of proci8ion formulated for tbeee ex-

per1ments by the leading parapsycbolog1sta tbemselvea. 

~ !!! tbfJ P:u·.psychIJ1"gi8ta'! 

The majority of parapsychologists are individuals who 

have bad no training 1n b101ogyor psychology. Among then are 

a a1gniticnntly targe number of worlwra in the exact sciences: 
. 

engineers, ~athe~~t1clans, and physicists wbo,~ as A ruler have 

no J.isyc bl.1Lgic1l1 training. In the last decade, these spe:cialilltfl 

very often (and without sufficient reason) changed their jobo 

for pvs1tiGn£ 1n medical, phys1ulogical, vr p~ycbolog1cnl 
, 

institution.. A number of them desired to plungo into r0soarcb-

jni the m~st mysterious and mvst interesting thinzs. Aa a rule, 

these parapsycbol~g1"ts are either persons qualified in their 

own tie ldll but u~qua lified in paycholtlgy, who happeD to b.'\ve 

ob&erved S(.I<De "amazing" pm:ycholog1ca,1 pbonomena, ur they ~re 

• po8rE<"us tthl.; have ~C()1N victims of fr:Uldultlnt charla tons. 

Parap8ycbolo~lst8 often have an entirely practical. 

mot1va~icn, for instance, to discover through their studies of 

telepathy, a new ~eann cf c~~municatlon in ordar to be able to 

trausmit impvrtant informat1~n, or througb their studios of 

psychokinesis J to d1&covel· A. nov fo", (;f Eloorgy in ord9r to trip 

enough, ~H)mf). &ciQnt1sts often nho\1 themHlvoa to be c:hl1d12,hly 

Approved For Release2002{11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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credulvUB and na1va. Amvng pnrap.ycbol~gist8t ~ne can 11nd 

psychiatrists and d~~~ors or other apecialt10s who 1n tbeir 

practice actually dQ ~bBOrve ancmalous ~aouomenA which are bard 

to eXl>laln. ,'urtberlll(Jre, they ~ppeAr t() vbservo thefU1 phenoraena 

Tbere alu~ exists a cate,ory of rather clever person. vb~ 

eften havo uv aerl(JulI bacqround vf'any kind. ThetiJO are the wry 

veople,wbu a6SU~ the role of pru~Qg.ndi.ts and impresario. for 

those vho nctuAlly p~2se •• unuGual abilities. Uft~~lly. they AT. 

, tbe ones ~h<J, lnsiot that parApoychology be recogniud as a special, 

ind~illendient science. 

Thus, among paravsychol~glGtB and tb&lr Adherent. are botb 

seri<Jus spccinllfits and cbarlatans. It is neceaaary to protect 

the fv~r from pCtrlt(Jnti whQ lore aclentlfically unscrupulc..ua and 

who use ,specialists for their ~n purpvsGa. 

Tbe subjects of parapsycholog1cal recoarcb 8re usually 

1ndividualti who pu85Gss-beishtened 6CDs1tlvlty. However, &~metime8 

they are si.ply eick. people who suffer froll dise .... 01 tbrJ nelY OWlS 

· have distinctly expressed corebral pathologies, t1ts of by.toria, 

etc. 

During tho f1ret decades of parap.ycbolo8"C exiatooce, 

ratb/31" vri£Ait1vG m&tbvdr:J of recoArcb and proof vero usod ouch All 

card guening, tbe 8\4.."'Z~HJt1Qn of ,b:'(U"~ or thought.,,~. But 
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and more reliable means of prvc.,.f. 

A stream of eng1n~ers and physicists had a great influence 

on reeearch methvdology. Assuming that the hUDlan brain vperates 

°like an electronic apparatus and that it is pi)s81ble to apply 

to 1 ts study conce~ts taken from curloesponding brRllcbes of 

physics, tboy brought into parapsychology new methods of research. 

'[his acc(;uuts for the use of a wbole series tJf the modern 

technical ~etbods. particularly cumputer and laser techniques. 

Many workers in parapsychology regard the paran~rmal 

phenomena they are studying as ordinary physical phen~mena based 

en elec trvulagnetic rad1a t 1~n8. They are a ls() 01 the opinion tba t 

this energy, despite ita small quantity, can lend ltBel1' to 

calcula tion and meafluromellt. The search for and the lnenSUre1ll0nt 

f 

" 
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I t 
of electromagnetic fields c0utinue. These fields are called by : 

different names ("bioplRsma," "electrogram," "bl()p<Jtential, It etc.) 

and arc c0mbined with the different traditionAl methods of 

research (for iuetanco, the gU6BIJ1ng of one "t five Zener cards, 

.bypnusis at n dlst&nco, moving objects without contact). 

In the framswork of varap8ycbnlo~y, fine progress has been 

bade with instruments (including the moet sophisticated devices) 

to apprals.e the funct1"naletate ot individuals. For instance, 

the '~lrliaD eff~ct" (photography ot live tissues exposed to 

high frequonc y current) 'Wafl used by parapsychologists before 1 t 

was u8~d by pbYHi~loglsts and psycbolt.lgl.tg. Tb~8, soms 

10dividunl research methods develop6d in parapsychology 8om~t1mes 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18: CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001_3 
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turn out tv be ufletu1 for psychophysiology and experimental 

peychology, even it they w~re not successful in revealing the 

nature of l-,a,rapaychological phenomena. 

Non-ioliltrumental methods 01 parapeycho10gy aro alao beine 

perfected. Ten years ago, L. L. Vaai11ev wrote about experi­

ment. with "free material" in which the subject attempts to 

find out sometbing about a given object among a great number of 

possible (,objects, the given ubject being unknown to him at the 

mument of the experiment. Vasiliev (1964:134-135) wrotG: 

'~he unavoidable shortcoming in such experiment5 lies in th~ 

fact thnt their evaluation 1s subjective but it 1s hardly possible 

to remove this subjectivity." Since that time, a method of 

analyzing results with the help of a "jury" was worked out.. The 

"jury" knows what wlls"recelved," what could have been transferred, 

and from what was received, they attempted to find out what was 

actually tran8ferred~ If this 1s po~s1ble, then the existence 

of n channel of communication between the pOints of ~ransm18si0n 

and reception i~ proven. M. Y. Bongard and M. S. Smirnov (1967) . 
wrote about this and other necessary or useful methods in nn 

article on the requirements for tolepathic experiments. 

The Probl~ 0t £'z:!.dull ty i~ ~psychological Resea..rch 

The h1stvry <;t p&rap!!Iychology 1~ a h1atcry of tho Unt"\IlIJk:-

ing of tralld 1n wbicb vorld-famouf'l IScientiats such ali Dmitri 

Mendeleyov, tho American phyaicist, Robert Wood b aB~ 8~f~r8 Approved For Release 2002/11/18: CIA-RDP96-00787ROO .s00 0 -
~ 
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~cca.iunally participated. This naturalil baE engendered dia-

trust ~t par.pB1chol~gi8tR as well ns 1rr1t.ti~n on the part 

01 the .fCC ttl list. thamse 1 vea. Tbe distl'ul'It i. 111el.·fHu$1ng be­

cause, all t\.,;v utt.en. instances tit outright mystification and 

fraud. during delllt..o1ltratiLns of paruj.lsycboh;.g1cal ~heno»ena are 

obaervnbl~. 1be second reasvu fvr d1.trust 1s the tact that 

varan~rmal phonomena cannut be reproduced. Th~re!ore, tbey do 

nvt moet requlre~nts for 3cieut1tic acceptange. 

'I'be lrnpo9s ibi 11 ty cf reproducing paravaycbo!l>gical 
. 

pbenc~IJa is explained by ,PCJ1nting t<.> dl1l1e,ul ties in setting up 

adequAte experilOlenta duo pril\ar11y tv the ~Gcu11arity <.,.1 thC't 

}Jbe:l4.J~r,;.a thol!1StlJ lves. Bince they ar1ue duril>g s~cia 1 .t~ teiA 
• I 

and c,",nditi<"DS 1u real life, it 1s di'ff1cult t() re-create tbtllA io 

the labora tvry. l."ho pbenvmona dsscr100d by parayeychologista 

,.I\rc frustratl.Dgly u.u.et.a.blo; they vanish ae aCClD 213 exterru.l or 

1nternal cund1t1oDa bec< .. Uq unfav("rablo. Stir;.e p.arap"ycholcgi&ttll 

'f5*'ate tbnt even ..,ben favorable condltivDa are present J it ia 

.till nut possible to preserve for lQng periods of ti •• tbo~ 

state~ during wbich parapoycbological phenocenA cnn occur. 

this c~n8titutca the main difficulty in interpreting 

yarapsycholc..gicftl pbeuvl.'llena. Parapeycholl .. g1cal 11.terature fa 

full ("1 e~essively sensational deoer1pti~n8, like thoBe about 

'red Sartos (tho .subject (.If the Aa.erlcan pa),ch1atri§t, Jule 

r.A89(Hlhud) wbo purportlDdly vluunlizod and 'then ps"cbokinetic.a111 
pproved For Release 2002/11/18 . 
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"_N IDvo bMnl ~ 9b. ~~c.aalOMl ~ p.:rf~re •. 

par'loulArl, ~101AU, _"' bvtU4 w tau part U! ~ 

GM10Slal 13'.oQG:lCM lUI o~rta 1a osrer to .~ t7to~. 

~ll., DpMtilq" tl\ttrefoN, pant,pDyokG101l' lh1Jlf hMJ ~ 

lorila. J:l'CSt D~ 01 ~~ of tar1,1 ... 1 ~" &»d 

pretM~ 010-. GAll _ "UllaG4 1. 'bJ ~'lf!4AU_ td 

t.~ phc~. Tb.tro An ~ul1GU v;bD lx\'It! to4 ~, ... 

.. r~4)Mt9 11k ,:tat 'lAId 1a tb» So'Yln ~... ~"ClY, ne 

~trat1o:u.a of fnW41 ~ 11Sfl~ ooerd.uod ]plP'e~ts of 

t!:3 Yr.11d1tJ of dul31~ ~»~M. As rit.~ nl1t;l(t!\. C{t v1tlt 

tu p.a.RaOlMUL1, "fa1th" 10 ~ ~rttuJt ,baa 'ttw tM.U. ~ 

84t!.recst.n ~ to PI'O~. panSlO~l P~~M r.s _11 G1J 

• t;OD-&o'CC'I ,tovari ~tio~l1Ds aM In .. of f1V'&'17 flr~ tUlC 

11~ pJ"90~11 'to ,hat "fa1ttl • .., 

It 18 !ltt~ to ~to c. D. 1«. ~l (1~'~) l.~trto7 *". 
all lupoJ"UJat ""t14&l boo!! os ptU"Z.~G~t101etn' y.abltm~ 111 :urro 
in tho \1.1.8.ft. fIA~l (ltnOs:a93) w~, "'OtW ~t ~~i­

call, .aim that tta1t ~l'a 0' ~ ~W e.~ 4}11i»lJ).1~ 
. 

b,. fn~, kt aleo C',. ~U'l:I)" Nl~ thtAt tMJ dlo .. f:1Ml ~i 

of .~~ V<DrM,tlC9." 
." _ .... -...... _,. 

_I"~-" OlrtYlo=ol, ~ ~1l1n1 ~ps~~l J'~ 

L.~tOll' to ~ppe.. ~, t~ mlA oti,i+..M1.o t4 tb'fl ~?'A"t0 

01 tbltll" 03.10to~ ltJ t.b:t j~t t~" 'M 3~1 102' ~~~.:3 

1rdorumt.l~.t\ 01 1~1~~ 10 ~~o At 'h:J .~~~ t1r.tJt~ 
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electl'ougnetic field of c..rganisrna as a. biol<.\g1cal l1nk or 

carr1er of 1l .. furmation. The research 1s being conducted (..n 

insects, ani~ls, and human~, but many Lf the researchers do not 

c(;nnect their work t<J parapsycbol<..:gy. at least uot (.overtly. The 

physical basis lor these phenomena st111 realains to be diactlvered. 

Yany ~8rapsychulogists hold that the vhysical ~sis for 

the vbenumena elude. study becau~e sericus SCience Mtands alouf 

fr~m parapsychulogical research. Hvwever, it seems to ua tbat 

a grea t denl of the blame sbuuld be assumed by the parapsycbolv-

gists tbclllSol ves fur engaging in m.any act! vi ties' which set them 

np3rt fr(;m serious science. 

Beme R.esul ts 

In the field of parapBychclogy, onG must differentiate 

between i\Aaglned "supernatural" ph1!nomena tvuted by mystics And 

charlatana un the vne hand and pheno1l8na wbicb really exist but 

.hzve not yet been s8tlsiactvrily explained scientifically, either' 

psycholvgically <.;r physically, on the otber. The first requl1~ 

expv~ure and demystification. As for the second, it is necessary 

to cc.ntinue their study in psycbolvg1cal, ph)'fiiolvgical, bio-

physical,'C1ed1cal, and other Bcie·nt1:flc institutions. However, 

the disse~1nati{';D of the tvta11ty vf parR~sycbolugical ideas in 

aspects and feJr1!ls that often aim principally nt publicity play 

a nega·tiv3 rvle, .and feed the n&eds e,.;f unstable persuns who o~k 

scientificAlly inscrutable pri.nciplos. 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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An analysis uf the statue llf parapeychol()gy indicates 

that it 1. polluted with anti-scientific cunception~ and, that, 

to a great degree it has become a field vf activity for would-be 

"expert!!... Some of those "expEt'ta" declare themselves to be 

leaders of groupe and collaborators in organizations ~blcb Mve 

never eXisted in our country. '.'The lnst! tute of Technical 

Parapsychvlogy" i8 an example of such an organlza tiOD. I t is 

necessary to put an end to the activity of poorly qualified but 
, .. 

militant parapsychological "experts" who take upon themgelv6211 

the rvle of voluntary and far frum unselfish propagandists and 

who iSBue numerous reports and give lectures on parapsychology 

fur audiences whicb even include scientists. These lectures 

offer an unscrupulous mish-mash of fantasy and fact. 

The nun-critlcal stand toward parapsychology on the part 

(..If s<.>me seri(Ju!5 scientists can be explained only by a. lack of 

cance~n I~r scientific theory and for a sound philosophy of 

sclence. Thus, there ia no need for the existence of para-

~ p~Jchvlogy as a 8~ecial di9cipline since the only factor that 

unites paralJsychvlogiBts 1s the myrsteriou. j eni'gmatic nature 

surrounding the vhenomena they study. WQ also bold that the 

practice of publishing sensational material on parapsychology 

wbich lacks a.ny scientific basis in newspa.pers, magazines and 

,I..'vpular b<.Juka p cannot 00 tolerated. A tradition which self-

respecting 'Bclentists nvrmally follow 1s for some reason being 

broken by many piu'apsycholljt:;istJl. Th~y need to I\dh~re to the 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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practice ~f eeri~us scientific achieve~nt8 being published f1rst 

in the epccia11zed literature and ~nly a1tervurds 1n pupular 

editions. 

Certainly the time hss cOll6e t(.. brinK (}rder intv the 
, 

scientific researcb and study ...,f the pha,uvtnena described 10 

~.rapsychul~ty. Uuch of the research in the field ~f para­

psychvl~CY 10 bein& done by Vhysicists and eD"lneers. Therefore, 

it wculd be ex.,odlont tv as.ess t at the Institute "for Bilipbyeicm 

,-,1 the U.S.a.h. Academy t..rf Sc'len.ces and at too Institute for 

prvble~8 ~! Trnnam1tting information ~f the U.S.S.R. Academy uf 

Sciencer;, the dlroct1vD and scienti! ic level·c;.·t the study of 

the "b1(.;!Jbysicill effect" (dvwa1ngl. 'l'be 1181ectn .. llUgnetic fields 

£enera:t-ed ,~Y living Qrganisf.I1B c()uld be lilte,.,1flC! assessed AtJ a 

~s81ble ~~aos ~t biolcgical iufo~ati~n (tele~athy), .s well 

a8 many ~tber phenomena. If att~nt1~n 1s paid t~ thoeeph~n~mena 

tr("M the lJ<-int (.If biopbysics and 1nfonu\tivn theory. these 

I ef!ortn will help to demystify them. 

~be p6yeb~lvg1c21 institutes ~f the U.S.S.R. Acade~y vf 

Sc1encas and vI the U.S.S.R. Academy vf Pedagvglcal Sciences 

and vtber Vuycbvlvglcal 1natitut1~nB should also give considera­

tivD t(.; tho p~8s1011ity vf ~uunt1ng procra~s for a strictly 

scientific research into toou phenomena. Evidently it would 

be advisable tv Qrgan1zo a 1&~ratvr1 within one of the 

psyclwlog1ca 1 inat! tut1o:::u; vhleb 'fIOuld study perIJuns wbv roally 

du p~ss~~. uuuGUal ftb111t1G~. It RAY ~ found that ~n1 of 
Approved For Release 20~2/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 



, , 
• f 

.' .. Approved For Release 2002/11/18 :.CIA-RDP96:"00787R000500320001-3 

22. 

theae unusual abilities are ~lllt necessarily paran(;rm.al innature e 

'I'be resul t8 \.)f such l'ef!ea rc h af tar tneticul<.,;uB veri! ica tion 

should naturally be publisbed first in the scientific literature 

and only afterwards 1n the populnr pres~. 

We believe that the attentiGll of serious scientific 

organizRt10I\S toward the phenomona described in parapsychology 

could hel.p t<.. discover their true. nature as well as to thwart 

the. charlatans who are taking advantage of an understandably 

natural interest on the vert of a wide audienoe. toward many 

unresolved mysteries ("..If the human psyche. Such an effort could 

s18(,.,· help tl,. discredi t the ruyth :l b<.Jut the eX'istence (;f a tmljor 

"parn}lsychul<.!gical movement" in the u.s.s. a. 

, 
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. 
"r Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 

. . 

Aabby, B. R. fiu1dobo-ok fvr tIa ~t~l !!!! !'Dlcb1cal r..~~&\X"C:b. 
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