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~mJ\!oRi\NDUnI .FOR: Deputy Diroctor for Science and Technology 

~3UBJECT Office oj:' Resc3rch [lnd Development nnd 
Office of Technic<ll Scrvic(~ ParsllortJ'ml 
Perception Eesenrch Project 

1. It is recommended thnt a resenrch and development 
illves tign tion o~e pnranorm<1l perception phenomena be ini ti­
ated with Stanford Research Institute (SRI). A proposal 
for such on investiu~tion is attached. Since this is 8 
tightly directed advanced resenrch project, it is further 
recommended tha t the effort be jointly funded Bud l'1oni tored 
by the Office of Resoflrch rmd Development null the Ot'flce 
of Technical Service. The estimated cost for the proposed 
effort is S149,~j5. 

2. The objectives of the proposed effort nrc twofold. 
The initinl emphasis of tile investigation will be to char­
acterize and develop pnr~normal remote perception abilities 
which ~ppeBr to hnve been domonstrated undor controlled 
In bor~ tory condi tiom~ by SIU. Since these pnonol1:ena :J re 
unexplained and Inrgcly unexplored, the second objective 
would be to collect sufficiont data Dnd inionnntion to 
guide the development and assess the vnluo of n r.~Ol'e com­
prehensive progr~lm. 

:;. II prcviotls O'l'S proj ect, ~.mm,mnris~ed in the n t t<l ched 
proposal, indicated the existence of pnrnnormel perception 
phcH1omcnn. The phenomena. include remote perception of docu­
ments, objects, 8ctivities nnd locr.tions. The demol1strZltcd 
reproducibility of such remote perception under controlled 
conditions strongly suggests these phenomenn nre nnd will 
continue to bo interesting to the intellif;encc community for 
either offensive oporntioDal exploitntion or defensive threat 
tlsse:::;smcllt. 

4. The proposed effort will be concentrntcd in the 
nrefls described in tbe StDtolfi0nt of Work scction of the 
nttr:ched propos~l. In :'3Uillllwry these .nrc: "l) Chnr<lcteri:w,;c..­
tioll of the remote perception a bi 11 ties of ~'~i ftcd subj ec tH t 
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~)UBJECT: Office of Research nnJ DoveloPJ~cnt ~tnd 
Of.f iC0 of Technicn 1 Ser'/ice P:1l'r. norm~, 1 
Perception Research .Project 

with emph~sis on those characteristics' of most importance 
to intclli!:;enco rna ttcrs such r:!S rC!301utioIl, informn tion 
transfOl' rate and nccurDcy; b) Correlation of phY!':iiOlog­
iea1 responses to relinbility nod Dccurncy of paranormal 
perception; c) Enhn ncement of thOfJC a hili tie~~ which secm 
to be 1~103t u~Jeful to the intelli~;ellc0 community; 2nd d) 
Exploration of new nvenues of research discovered during 
the course of the program. 

5. The proposed project is well suited to H joint 
effort by the Office of Hesc[Jrch tl-ud Dovelopment nlld the 
Office of Technical S0rvice. The proposed investir;ntion 
is ~ tightly directed nuvtll1ced rcse~n'ch project. It 
involves the explor~tion of 3 demonstrated phenomen~ to 
determine the signific~)nco nnd limitntiollS of remote 
perception abilities of lfJiftcd tr individuals for intel­
ligence collections. Necessarily a pnl'Bllel offort 
elucidnting the fundamentAl nature of tbe parnnorrn31 
perception pllenOTIlt'lun is proposed. This it.mdnmenta 1 in-

'forma tion is required in ordt:1r to develop nn orderly 
compreheuBive progrm1t which would le~d to the bDHic 
understanding onsential for the full exploitation of 
the phenomena :{01:' intell.igonce nctivi ties. It is ex'" 
pected tIm t the combinn tion of a tti tudes and experiences 
l'cpresentc<.i by OTS und Olln will produec tilllCly relovnnt 
results and insure an objective aBsessment of the signif­
icance of those results. 

u. TIle recor:lmcn(if~d l)l~Oj oct should be COl!!plet0d by 
St~lUford Hesenrch lnnti tutc. SRI hus produced SOli1€, 01 
tho r.lost sigllii'icnnt invcsti:;a tioDS in pJ:1.l:'~110rma 1 phe­
nomena. This hUB occurred becu,use of tho philosophies 
cnd abilities of the principal investigators. Those 
investif;~ tors h3 ve C~:3t~; blishod cOr.1petenca in the physica 1 
sciences and in pnrnnormal phenomenB research. They hnve 
been responsive to past OTS directives nnd are wll1in~ to 
investigate intolligence rolntcd npplicntionc. SRI has 
given thesQ invGstlgntors the institutional inte~rity nnd 
fncilities necessary to nchieve croditable research in 
both the public nncl n more restrictive privr;to domain. 
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3UBJECT: Office of ne~3eal'ch 2nd DoveloplZ'!ent and 
Office of Technica 1 Service P~.r;morm.n 1 
Porception l~esen.rch Project 

7. Although tho controversy nssociated with para­
normn 1 research r:my cre~l to some unique security problCI!!s, 
they ~1'0 not insurmountn ble. Theso problems include 
embarrassment of bcin~; illvol ved in <1n asst1iucd fr~ud; the 
potential adverso propaganda associated with the use of 
psychic mind altering or control techniques, and the 
fact th::1t some subjects l:1ny b0 of questionable stability. 
These potenti::tl problems can be controlled becatAfJc of 
the motivation and integrity of the principal inveeti­
gators. Both the investigators and the Institute have 
solid reputations and derive much of their support from 
government projectG. Invo! VCm<Hlt with fraudulent experi­
ments, publication of poor experimcmta tion alld open 
nssocia tion with CIA would be dch.!terious to the cnreers 
of the investigators al1d the croditnhility of tho Institute. 
For this effort, we recommend a secret level contr~ct but 
remain .floxible to other securit:l a:rrangenents ,vhich could 
be implemented as deemed necessary_ 

Enclosure: 
Proposal 

John N. McMahon 
Director 

Office of 'recilnicnl Service 

Sayre Stevens 
Director 

Office of Research tllld Devc;~l()ptnent 

l\PPHOVED: 

enrl E. Duckett 
Deputy Dlrcctor 

.i:'or 
Science nnd Tochnology 
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The objectives of the proposed effort are four-fold. 

Approximately 50% of the effort will be directed towards the 

investigation of the opportunities for the operational use of "gifted" 

individuals; twenty percent will be directed toward5establishing 

those characteristics which will enable us to identify "gifted'! 

sUbjects; twenty percent will be directed towarctSinvestigation of 

the neurophysiological correlates of paranormal activities; ten 

percent will be directed toward, validation of paranormal experiments . 
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