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Siren song of the sea holds tisherman Willie Sin'or\,' 
as il did his forcfathcrs--sailor~, seal hunter", and 
whalers, OtT Chichi's harhor 1](' harpoons the hard 
lighlillg wahoo wilh Ihe s]H'ar n";lilll~ I>elll'eell forked 
sticks on Ihe red outrigger of hi" rallOI', Droppil1g a 
brighl lish-shaped lure, :\11', Sa\'01'\,' will walch for 
wahoo, or giant mackrrel, throul,dl a glass-bottom 
"look bo\," Closer to shore, 1](' hUllh ,;ea turll(',;, 

l.l2 
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The dark-Llue waters around the Bonin~ 
teem wit h fish·· -wahoo up to 100 pounds, 
mackerel, tuna, rock cod, and many varieties 
of small reef fIsh, Schools of sardines scud 
through shallow waters like dark clouds, The 
islands supported a major fishery and two 
Japanes(~ whaling stations before the war. 

Chichi flshermen regularly cross the open 
sea to the now-uninhabited isles of M uko 
.lima, 40 miles away, and Ilaha Jima, 25 
miles, whell fishing promises to be better 

there, 

Approved For Release 2000/08/07 CIA-RDP96-00788R001400740001-6 



Up goes the lIag. Americans take Suribarhi on F('b­
ruarv }", a moment immortalized by Associated Press 
photographer Joe Rosellth,il. For the next 2" yl'<lrs 
the Stars and Stripes new from the height day and 
night. Now a copper rC'production of the nag honors 
the campaign in which, ill Adm. Chester W. Nimitz'5 
words, "uncoll1mon valor was a common virtue." 

Busty wreckage or battle, a remnant of a Japanese 
track('d \Thiele appears Oil ,lI\ lwo \ll'ach: the restless 
sea constantly exposes and huries such debris. Plans 
call for tilt' U. S. to continue operat ing loran (long­
range n,\\'i/!at ion) st alions on I \YO and !\1arcu.' Islands. 
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D-Day 011 Iwo Jima: Marines hit the beach on Feb­
ruary 19, 1945. Struggling through volcanic ash, they 
isolate 548-foot Mount Suribachi, only high ground 
on the eight-sQuare-mile island. Snme 21,000 Japanese 
defenders, concealed in caves, blockhouses, and pill­
boxes, fought on for a month. The death toll: 6,821 
Americans and all but 1,083 Japanese. 
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