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FILE #: 14-

SITE: Cayambe Glacier, Equédor

EVALUATION: Valid 51, 52
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HOUGH NAMED_for the Equator it straddles, _ Much of the raw eastern jungle formerly claimed

Colorado-si ¢ Ecuador contains _most of earth’s . by Ecuador has been ceded to Colombia and Bra-
climates, including polar cold, within its 400-mile  zil; the nation currently disputes 70,000 square
" breadth and four-mile  miles held by Peru. Ecuador's ecric Galapagos
height. Volcano-spired  Islands shelter strange forms of life.

Andean highlands wall . " .

off low jungle and deser AREA: 104,506 square milcs. POPI‘H»’\TION: 5, O0,0QO;
al *-—i'il"“l""i’)"' ‘;1 LO“QS‘Q”L 40% Indian (mainly in highlands and jungle), 10% white
along the .d(:l ¢ Ucean {mostly Spanish), 10% Negro (concentrated in coastal
from steaming Amazc?ll citiesy, and 40% mestizo and mulatto. LANGUAGE: Span-
headwaters in the remote interior to the east. ish; Quechua and other Indian tongues. RELIGION:

Once the northern bastion of the Inca Empire, R‘”,“afl‘ Cau}';)lic- ECONgM“ 50% of pr}:)oplfebenlgaged in

: ) ‘ agricu ture: bananas, coflee, cacao, rice, beet, baisa; some
Ecuador has‘ known three centunesl of cloistered light industry, mining, oil. CHIEF CITIES: Guayaquil
rule by Spain and 146 years of independence  (population 650,000, seaport; Quito (450,000), capital;

marked by tempestuous politics. Cuenca (61,000), trade.
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Chlldren of the E«ar 7,000-foot-high San Antonie de Pichincha, §
A Marisol Lema (abovcuador’s Equatorial Monument, which pro-

If higher, snow falls a latitude onfJosé Mari:
his dog as they guaif the author’s.expedition to Cayvambe, whose
lofty slopes spawn facier to Lroxs\thc Equator (pages 274-3).

OMES ¢ N b oy,

Striding earth’s beltlirot in the

Northern Hemisphere aiwcr in the
Southem Jack Cook crossn 18,996-
imt Cayam@ Mist wreke figures
of other climbers on a npping as
they circle toward the sus gleaming
beyond the cleft at left. ‘e river of
ice lies only 40 miles frorw moun-
taineers traverse its fissurt o explore
this highest peak on_the

Masked against zero cod against
dazzling sunlight, Jackeft, and
Rémulo Pazmifio pause h at the
18,000-foot level on Cotop:nts later
they ascended the remainiect. mak-
ing 16-year-old Cook or voungest
climbers ever to conquer. ‘Dist_an[

cast but 7,000 feet
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