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SoInlense wis
the heat that it split granite boulders rmoats
paath. Scientists estimale that at it~ peak the
catachysmic fire front released energy equn
alent to that of o 20 kilaton homb explodun:
every two minutes. One such bomb Jeveled
Hiroshima. And, like Hiroshima, the Pack
River region cooled to a seene ol awesome

devastition
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Poon appears imueinent for fiane buddimes 1t the lon
doo Ski Bowl near santiam Pass in Orevon, Leaping from
tree to tree, flames race atone the lower - lapes of Hoodoo
Batte. Chainesaw erews and budldozer operitors franiic: Al
fell pines ringing the main lodee and these smaller S
tures Their hercutean work saved the resort for the horde
at skiers who flock here cacl winker, Oregon's fiereest fire
in the summer ol Bow Like Airstrip hlase, s i
wits called, destroved 7700 aeres of masnineent timber
ponderosa pine, alpine fir, Foselmann's spruce o weslern red
cedar, and westery white pine
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hrushed o smoldering ember | from his hair.

The holocaust we were w altching was
threatening 1,063,979 01 Witlamette Na-
!mn.ll Forest. more than twice as bigas Bhode

Bland and producer of more timbher than any
other national forest tpages 100-101). The
Hoodoo Sk Bow! chair lif wias designed for
“liers and sightseers giving them splendid
views of Moun! \’\.1\hmmnn Mount Jefferson,
and u!hu peaks. But right now the chairs
were carrsing fire fighters - and ws——to the
Pnn‘ning summit of oodoo, a0 5,702-fool
mountain near Santiam Pase,

I was our haptism in fire fighting, and the
titdpoint of Uong, div season that saw a
ficvee cpidemic of fires. In the Northwest
alone more than 150,000 acres of federal
timber Lund, plus anether 91 W00 in state

and private hands, would he dextroved.
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“simokejumpers parachute
ta light spot fires in

ol inaccessibie arcas.
FIGHTING FIRE, like waging war,
demands a battle plan. While part of the
army mops up in the burned area, the
main forees of men and equipment.
carve 8-to-20-foot-wide fire lines. L
et

When the legions join lines in
the path of the fire-- over the v
crest of the mountain - they
will contain the lames.

2l
!
T Hebeopter dumps water on
wnags in the burned arca and
spot tires outside the lines.
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Fighters qunm.‘;h K/
smoidering spats with ) ﬂ L
S N

water trom a creek.

B : I
HE DA y y ‘ b ?l gw E
Shovelers smother persistent b P ! g0
wipn ot flame with dirt - e § ; % R L
and ashes. ¥ ! b ! : b —
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' ‘ . FETACCGE OR lllBOVkv BY JAMES W,
\'c{gr:!u Ql wartime hombing raids, & Doudas Invader spews chemical retardant on ;

st fire in Ochoco National Forest, Orevon. Dved red for visibility, the sturry . o (‘)in “F
Hamies and saaks trees and wundergrowth in the path of the fire 'I"I‘n' ').;> o

-vear-old plane
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Devils Dive, Mambo Alley.
and Gt Jawbooe. We half ran, hadf
lid down snowless Devils Dive The
bulllozer  clanked Along behind u-
Looking hack, we could sce Hoodoo's

Cresl Wean g ey Shivoud patterned

G ith stresks of flame.

\f (e control headguarter-in the =ki
jodee at the toot of the butie, Fire Boss
Cale Onitho told us the Big Lake Air
which included  Hoodo
acres. He hu

W’i

strip blaze,
Bulte, now covered 4,300
550 men hehting i and flames roaring
through the vatley between [1oorloo anc
neiphboring Havrick Butte threatenet
the ski todgze itself Bulldozers and chai

saws toppled trees near some outlying
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