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Persian Gulfop Nov. 2 may have served to -
-drive away an intruding boat, but it also di-
verts aitention from some of the more sig-

tacks include the destruction of arms and, .
supplies. Their leader,Massoud Rajavi,
who helped overthrow the shah, knows that
the Iranian forces are running short of
modern weapons and in a recent statement

- nificant weapons and forces of the Iran-Iraq i i
_ ioti ; . claimed that his forces had destroyed
;Itt;r a conﬂlf:t in which the United : equipment worth millions of dollars.
tes, wheth«ror not Washington wishesto Fragmentary intelligence reports from
: ~

CPYRGHT  acknowledge it, is now deeply involved.

This i nyolvegnen t arisgs fromi two cir. Iran and its neighbors indicate that the inter-

nal situation is vulnerable to this sort of

resistance activity. Although the Khomeini

regime’s police have ruthlessly quelled

any open signs of disturbance, these reports
" speak of widespread disaffection among

r

state that from the start of the Guif war has
. beenoneofh_'aq’s_!eading supporters. Sec-

ond, while this assistance coittinues, Iraq is in gro 19

ﬁ'ﬂ_ee o continueits fairly successfulairsea ' twghlﬁ':nmtg!igghp:urbaﬁmiddle class. De-

(s)u l?nsnl_vme agnmst, hzn S (g.l ;radustxy, which | veloped under the shah, it has lost jobs and
ports Tehran's war effo standing. Its members no longer enjoy

their old standard of living — not with lamb at
$35a half pound. Within this class, the lib-
- erated women of the shah’s era are the most
outspoken critics of the present regime.
The second group is made up of the

.We have not yet, of course, experienced
. majorIranian retaliation, which, ifit comes,
_ islikely to be’delnrered by Chinese Sitk- *
‘ are a Chinese version

DI thEEMPL Styx, which was a highly suc-

cess Mm] . Exo ice issile antil the arrival of ‘ : mothers and fathers of the “martyrs,” the
st?l%, wlnettll Fs'ﬁ','faf e-to-surface mis- - _ RN , name commonly given to the young men
" Thie Silkwors nLie .m‘l%%%ar A Silkworm ‘missile is launched during a_g itary exercise in China.. The . whohave been killed inthe war withIraq.
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et . "aPor's 1,000 poun-pus warhoad can sovialy damage alarga vessel, VHIe e ot s
*Th%mwemmmth ““ian""?fé',iiin“.’é‘é or ottt :ﬂ Tm’ o At miail fr0iithe original U™ spoonuliofsalt But reports from Western - 9624
candivert it from its target. Although the AETTEEN : ' intelligexce agencies in Tehran confirm The official government position is that
Navy acknowledges that the Silkworm can . The adverse course of events in the Per- that, althdugh the figures of Iranian casual- the parents are proud of their sons’ martyr-
Waile range in about fimutes, ¥ sian Gulfis not the only troublesome situa- ties may be exaggerated, the fact remains dom. But the government has done nothing
It also s confident that it has the tools to di- tion facing Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s that the Mujahedeen are presenting an in- financially for the parents, whose loss of sons
vertthe missile once detected. - . Tegume. Late last month the government secu- creasinglyserious military problem forthe ~ _totill farms or run shops would be the L
Will the Silkworm be used? Anormal t!'llliyttouncﬂ_mettx;v discuss for the firsttime = Iranianamy. _ equivalent in our society to a loss of Social
Strengih ofthe Dufien S navalandair ereonss”ou s wesions e e Theelnent ofthe problem are il A e
ueé to employ thie Silkworm only against Ku- - - Th , . : 1ar. The best of Iran’s regular troops are else- jahedeen or even a decisive Iragi victory, if =
waiti targets, K defense from that ]e attackers are the Mujahedeen where — threatening Basra, training for a and when Tehran launches its much dis- =
country’s AmssrSi Hawk missil, dold Khalg, or People 's Warriors, who have new offensive in the north. Raids by the Muja- cussed “final offensive,” could bringdown . -
Soviet SAM.7 surf: ussresandold - claimed from their headquarters in Bagh- hedeen must be met by poorly armed local the government. Sy pf voitiSe. ST AL
as we knownow, the govertimencin Terns .- heve illed or wounded 4300 Iranian forces. Theraiders, usually strikingat night, i fetaliatioi fora Silkworm atéack on’
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‘nota normal, rational one. Rather it is o % 260
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prone to“go for broke” and use ﬂ“’sg@ ggu Should always be taken with severa] The Mujahedeen’s objectives in the at- Copyright 1957 Drew Middleton
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