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1. (S/NF/SK) MISSION: To access and describe the Soviet'’s
SLALVA-class guided missile. | QAL

2. (S/NF/SK) VIEWER TASKING: Access and describe the site in
the target envelope.

3. (S/NF/SK) COMMENTS: No inclemencies noted. A Summary of
Information is attached to this report.
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The SLAVA-Class guided missile cruiser.

se.cogd KTIROV-Class nuclear-powered guided
missile cruiser; the addition of five other at-
tack subtyarines; six major surface combat-
ants; 46 fighter-bombers; over 40 helicopters,
mostly ASW versions; and one long-range
ASW BEAR F. Late in 1983, the third unit of
the KIEV-Class carriers and the second unit
of the IYAN ROGOV-Class amphibious as-
sault ships departed for the Pacific Fleet via
the Indian Ocean. Earlier, the SLAVA-Class

cruiser—provisionally identified last year a
the KRASINA-Class—made her maidZn vo;-
age out of area from the Black Sea to the
N t’}r;hem Fleet and back again.
e aircraft carrier being built at Ni

on chd Black Sea is s d t: bIIIkOla‘ye‘:
powered, and it is expected to have a full-
lel_!gth ﬂxght deck. Because it is likely that
t!:us ship is being designed to carry conven-
tional take off and landing aircraft, instead of

the KIEV’s vertical take off and landing type,
it will probably be fitted with arresting gear
and steam catapults like those on US aircraft
carriers. This ship and her new aircraft will
begin tests before the end of the decade.

The new class of Soviet carriers will help to
eliminate deficiencies in two areas. The first
is air defense of their naval forces beyond the
ranges of land-based fighter aircrafi. Second-
1y, the Soviets have an active interest in im-
proving their distant area power projection

capabilities to become more influential in the
Third World. To achieve this goal, they need
to be able to provide air protection for naval
forces as well as to protect and assist ground
forces operating ashore. Thus, it is expected
that the aircraft on the new carrier will have
both air-to-air and ground support mission
capabilities.

At Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam and in the Dah-
lak Archipelago off Ethiopia in the southern
Red Sea, the Soviets have achieved signifi-
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