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PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN JAPAN

Introduction

In 1992, ihe Jupunese Sociery for Parapsychology celehrated its 25th anniversary with a three-
day conference in Tokyo. ‘I'his society was founded by Professor Snji Otani, an academic
psychologist at the Japanese Defense Academy, It has been the mainstay of responsible
‘purupsychology in Japan, and has ity iniellectual roots both in traditional Japanese approaches |
and in the American cxperimental approach of 1B Rbine. The latier influence is largely due to !
the time spent by Otani in Rhine’s [ab iu the mid 1960°s, and more recently by Dr Shigeki |
Hagio, an academic psychologist from Kagoshima Keizai University, in the southern part of |
Japan. The Society hus o small membership, with relatively few empirical contributions, ‘
averaging about seven reseurch-related reponts each year. Separate sections below will cover
this year's JSP convention, as well as research recently initiatcd at Sony. '

Before considering recent research and researchers, some general comments on the social
coniext of parapsychology in Japan may he helpful. All are a mix of subjective impressions |
from the author’s visit. Japan is & very polite, socially structured society. Criticism is indirect, i
inferred and ofien miher gradual, Confrontation or debate at conferences or in the media has i
been quite rare although that is changing, Researchers acknowledge that they obtain more ‘
dircet and detailed criticisim when they present their work internationally. This is unfortunate |
for parapsychology, where critical feedback is necessary 10 avoid the many pitfails of design, ‘
methodology, analysis and interpretation that can so easily arise, especially with novice |
researchers. Somc Japancse rescarch projects appear to suffer from lack of critical feedback. Tt i
has often been said thut when people do not like an idea they will ignore it rather than confront ‘
it. There has been very littlc public criticism of parapsychology by skeptical groups or |
academics, therefore, which probably is not a good thing. It means that the topic has been and i
can he safely ighored by the academic/intellectual community, ‘This is reflected in the dearth of |
bona fide academicians currently involved and in the relative lack of studcnt invelvement. Tt js |
difficult if not impnssible to interest university senior staff and administrators. There is l
insufficient precedent and untversities are very conservative, and reluctant to take on new 1
ideas. "The nail that stands out gets hammered down" is 2 well-known proverb, frequently |
cited In conversation. The lack of academic involvement and other public discussion means }
that scrious public aysessment of the sengths and weaknesses of parapsychological research is '
greatly reduced. This in turn further marginalises the subject for potential serious researchers.

An edditional consequence iy that the media themnselves have no real guidelines for
distinguishing between competent and sloppy rescarch, in their own country and elsewhere.
Many programs are made which deseribe rescarch activitics in China, Russia, North America
and Burope, which are very popular but have little quality control, Japanese psychics are
presented primarily through televised demonstrations which arc often poorly contrulled, This
situation is amenable to some change, however, as Japanese media are eager to avoid mistakes
or baing regarded after the fact as foolish. But when they seek advice, they have little idca
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themselves of the degree of expertise of those they consult. This is not unique to Japanese
media, of course. A recent example of media conflict over psychic claims is mentoned in the
atlached article by James MeClanon,

Japanese soclety as 1 whale is very open to parapsychology and to intelligent research in such
areas, Survey figurcs show that only 10% of Japanese claiu religious belief, yet 80% claim o
practice Boddhism and 80% claim to practice Shinto. Most Japanese actively practice both,
and frequently ¢ngage in rituals of various sorts which imply direct interaction hexween their
own mental activities and the surrounding environment, including intcraction with spirits.
Supplicatory prayer is vonunon, even by those who would claim that it’s only a placebo, or that
they are engaging in a sovisl uct to show their peers how dedicated they are wwatds varions
goals. The idea of using maodern tols to explore ancient claims is acceptable to most, because
Japanese society emphasiscs the integration of the old with whe new in so many ways, Current
imerest in exploring psychic powers seems currently to focus on China and Russia/Siberia,
gencrally held by academics o be the two main ancient sources of JTapanese spiritual tradition.
Siberia is less frequently acknowledged by the public as a wholg, but cvidence of Siberian

shamanizm as well as Induchinese shamanism (via Okinawa) can be seen in the forms of Shinto.

practices 1n less developed regions (occasionally referrcd to as Mountain Shinto or "mouniuin
religion”. Included are various medinmisric and bealing practices, as well as ideas of the
concentration of mental energy later incorporated in the mountain-based Ninju taining centres
and in the Chinese wadition of Q.

As A result of various factors including the above, serious psychical rescarch in Japan tends 1o
be practised by a hand(ul ol academics, by a few members of the medical community, and by
individuals or small groups within industry, Thc most itpressive example uf the latter are the
reseasch facilities at the Sony Research Center in Yokohama,

Parapsychology Research at Sony

Professor Soji Otani and the author visited the Sony Research Center in August, 1992, where
there arc two laboratorics involved in parapsychological research. Our hosts were three
electrical engineers; Dr Toshiro Terauchi, Senior Manager of the ESPER Laboratory; Dr
Yoichiso Sako, Representarive of the ESPER Laboratory; and Dr Mitsuru Takashima,
Assistant Manager of the PPulscgraph Laboratory. Although all three spoke English, Dr

‘Terauchi served as our primary translator. We were given a brief history and introduction w

the rescarch of the two labs.

Seven years garlicr, Mr Ibuka, Honorary Chairman of Sony Corporation, established a lab with
Dr 'I'akashima, to explore the mind-body aspccts of oriental medicine. After three years the
Pulscgraph Lub was formed, o examine Eastern approaches through the tools of Western
medicine. This has involved working with Chinese Qigong practitioners, primarily Mr
Nugoyd who has joined them. They study interactions between healers and non-¢linical
volunteers, focussing on the physiology of both healer and client. Measures are taken while the
heuler becomes relaxed and while the healer gives and receives energy., Thesc measurcs so far
have been taken on people in the same ouns; 1o remote influence studies as yet. ‘They intend
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to look at differences in healers, both Japancsc and Chincsee, as well as differences in healing
environments, Although they employ a varicty of measures including EEG, body temperaturc
and standard plethysmography, their muin inpovation so far is the development of the
pulsegraph, an instrument for meusuring pressure in the arteries at three adjncent locations,
primarily in the left and right wrists. The device places pressure on the artery at three adjacent
siles, varying the amount of pressure from hard to merely “floating”. "This gives a total of 12
readouts, six from each hand, and enables assessment of vasotnotor activity, heart rate, heaxt
beat amplitude, blood flow, viscosity, vessel elasticity and heart valve movement. Professor
Otani and 1 both went through this procedure and our polygraph records were examined
afierwards by Mr Nagoya. He examined the raw wave forms themselves as well as the varions
digitised readings provided, focussing on various pauerns. He then gave a description both of
the cardivvasvulur health of the individual, plus 4 character reading based on an assessment of
what the body-mind interaction was likely to be, e.g. 1'm a nice person because my body jsu't
giving my viscera a hard time. This procedure seeraed to represent their main accomplishuient
so far, and thoy felt that they had doviscd a scientifically solid procedure for measuring
processes suggested by Eastern technique. The author has since learned that Chinesee
practitioners routinely put three fingers on each pulse for several minutes, first onc then the
other, and that this constitutes a major medical observation for them. The Pulsegraph Lab,
then, had been primarily a lab for development of psychophysiological meagurements so far,
and rheir research was only gradually turning toward procedures that would enable
rmeasurement of remote inflnence within a medical context.

On the other hand, the ESPER L.ab, less than a year old at the time, was to be dedicated to tnore
directly parapsychological provedures, Lts origins had apparently come from 4 major
reassessment of Sony prioritics for the 215t century Ly the R ad D Corporate Planning Group.
In debating between “outer space” and "inner space” they had sclecled inner space as less
expensive and as less likcly to be done better in Western socicty. A Human Science Working
Group had identificd four arcas of intcrest: brain sciences, social science, highly creative
individuals (artists and producers of impressive works), and special mental abilities, including
psi and Qigong practice. They had decided to emphasise China, as country of origin, and
through Mr Ibuka and the Chinese government, Sony representatives were allowed to meet
Qigong practitioners. They were impressed and reported to the Chairman of Sony, Mr Morita,
who ser up the ESPER lab in response, One of the first projects was to follow up on some
demonstations filmed in China by TVS of children who can apparently read hidden characters.
A joint project was being designed with med:a people such that part of the incentive for
participants would be 1o appear on TV. Their tests were not well described, and sounded
sutewhit informnal, so we could not assess how Hkely the results are to be due to sorne 5ot ot
trickery by the children, Characters {rom bouks as well as those written on paper were used.
They estimate that at present they had worked with uver 100 children, with one in ten doing
well, and some showing stable abilities. Incunversation, they seemed refuctant to consider the
possibility that some or all of their successful participants might just be skilled wicksters, but
seemed open 1o the idea of safcguarding against external criticism. Given he general atdudes
toward actual public criticism, it is hard to say how seriously they took this possibility. In
general, they seemed more interested in presenting their work rather than discussing it, Their
stated general poals for the ESPER Laboratory are to conduct research with children and adults,
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to verify the existence of such special skills, developing theory, systems and applications. In
general the Pulsegraph Lab research seemns more advanced and on a solid basis; the ESPER
rescarch seems in ity carly stages and we could not get a good feel for how well it was currently
being conducted, All three rescarchers seemed intelligent and Interested in doing good science.
We only saw the Pulsegraph Lab, and its facilities seemed quite adequate for the job, We were
told that in all there were ten individuals employed in the two labs combined. Sony does seem
10 have a commitment to rescarch in this area with support at the highest administative levels,

THE JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR PARAPSYCHOLOGY ANNUAL CONFERENCE

‘The annual meeting of the JPS normally lasts for two days but was extended for a third day so
that its one-day summer tutorial session could he combined, Attendance was approximately 25
people, all male save for a student., a spouse and one of the demonstrators. Some attendaas
werte rescarchers {n corporations such as WEC, Fujitsu, Hitachi and IHM, who were able to do |
some small amount of research but only in their spare dme, generally something involving {
RNG's and computers. Atluched are cards from some of the anendees, plus the three Sony |
researchers who did not atiend. A few of the presenters seem well worth further interaction, ’

|

1

i

and condenscd versions of their papers are enclosed.

Professor Sojl Otani (address in PA Dircctory) is the leading figure in the Socicty. Now retired

from the Defense Academy, he no longer conducts research but remains active in writing,

editing and administration. He has many contacts with academia, industry (including Sony)

and the major media, especially television. Attached is a paper by him summarising the

Society’s research activities over the years. l
i
|
|
I

Dr Masayuki Hirafujl is a young cognitive psychologist with the National Agriculture
Research Center, in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. He presented two
papers, vne 4 councetionist model of ESP, the other an attempted derivation of a precognition
model, 1lis current job restricis him o model construction with no empirical testing, although
he would in principle be quitc happy 1o do buth. He seems very articulate and has some
working knowledge of parapsychology.

Mr Hideyuki Kokubo is a young computer specislist with Sanseido, a publishing company.
He gave a paper nsing signal detection theory in a novel application, but also finds that he is
constrained to model constraction rather than empirical testing.

Professor Shigeki Hagio. a psychologist at Kagoshima-Keizai niversity, is now the most
actlve experimentalist and follows the classical Rhinean strategies of psi testing. Enclosed are
brief descriptions of several recent studies. involving the local student populations. He has
spent time in the Stawes as well as in Britain, occasionally attends PA conferences and is a PA
associate member. He is fairly knowledgeable about modern parapsychological methods. His
university is in the southern part of Japar. |
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Drs Toshiaki Tmaizumi and Osamu Imada are younuy psyclhiatrists in Kachi TTospital, whose
paper on beliefs about the nature of spontanevus cases is enclosed. They scemed intelligent
and with knowledge of reseurch design and parapsychivlogy.

Dr Akiro Quda is a retired speclalist in Buddhis philosophy, who is a PA member and has
been actve in the Socicty from the beglinning.

Others presented on the programme as well, but were less involved in research-related topics.

SUMMARY

The researchers named ahove seam responsible and good starting places for cxploring serious
Japanese parapsychology. There is much popular interest in Japan and many groups who blend
¢laims of special mental power and spiritual practice. Some of these have dubious reputativng,
within the parapsychological community as well as the public. Most younger Japanese can usc
English adequately. Older Japanese can read it but ofien have rouble with spoken English.
Japan is a country with considerable potential for parapsychology, but they need more
informadon aboutr Western iechniques for aysessment. In tumn their culture has many pructicus
which should be explored more sysicmacically and may contribute substantially to our
understanding,

SG1I

1 June 1993
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Uegoerad Review of Resgarch in JSPP

Soji Ohiani

Academic rescarch in parapsychology in Jupwr strted ofter World War 1, beginning
with the introdnction of the works of Parapsycholoby Labosatory, Duke University dirccied
by Dr.J.B.Rhine.

A thesis written by Ohiani was published in the Journal of Parapsychology in 1955.
Research in Japan has been surongly influenced by the Laborutory since then, In 1963,

“ Parapeychology Studying Group" was established, and they presenred their rescarch in the
:lapanue Society tor Psychology and the Japanese Socicty for Applied Psychology. In 1967,
the frst convention of the Group was held, followsd by the establishment of “ the Japaness
Society for Paraprycholngy” . This offered researchers the oppontunities to exchange
informution and tu present their sophisticated rescarch ansually.

More than 180 researches have been prensnted at the Annual Convention. A$ for those
on ESP, we bave the one on the relationship wita spme pyychological tests{Qhtani, Nomura,
'I"u.kﬁhimu), the anes on the relationship with physiologieal variables{Ohizni, Osala,
Matsumae, Nagashima, Sugistuta, Kusunoki, Saito, Fekuda), the ones on the reladonship
with cnvironmental condition(Ohtani, Matsuda, Kuribwra, Yamaguchi, ito), the ones on the
relationship with imagery(Hayase).

As for thosc on PK, we have the anes using new materiale(Takahashi), the ones on
effects to living organisms(Ohtani, Haruki), the ones on metal bending with gifted
subjects(Ohant, Kasahara, Koo, Ro). | |

We have an international research on remote viewing(Obtani, Minakami, Dean). Also, i

we have many researches on spontaneous cases{Onant, Kurihara, Watuanabe, Koori, Haugio, |

Wada).
As for theorsticul research, we have the one om precogmition cunceroed with the dme “
issuc{Kanuznwn).Some of us have tried to establish models on the procesz of BSP(Kokubo, '
Hirafuji, Sakurai).
DBetides, we bave the onc on the relationship between the structure of call and the
seores(Koide), the ones on the credibility of ESP tarpets(Kuroda, Hagio), the one with
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some manipulation of BSP wugets(Llagiv), the ones on the analysis of the data(Maruyama).
At the same tume we have S0me researches related to the concorning ficlds: the
surveys on NDE(Becker), the one on the relationship between cyeativity and ESP{Onda), the
ane on Kirlian phowyraphs(Fujita).
We have two long-lasting researches: the ooe is about the theary on precognition
(Kanazawa), and the other is about psi ocouring arowod older mental patients(Nagachima),
We have received po direct and decisive criviclem. [ chink it necessary for us to
publish our rescachca in many ways and, exposed 10 sonswuctive criticism, improve them.
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Connectinnist Model of ESP
Masayuki Hituluji
1 the Amount of [nformation Transmived with BESP
In an ESP cxperimant using turgete whose hit ratc is 1/2, the wouunt of loformation
tranamittod in a iul is sbown in e formula in the next page.
At least L/IESP times of trials are needed (u get 1 bit of information(shown in Fig.1).
This means we can get a significant regult with a large oumber of trials eveg il the hit
rate io close o the chamcs lovel. The amount of intormtation transmitted in 2 trialin a
"trial is quite smail, ax seen from the fact that most ESP experiments with significant
results have a large pumber of gials. That is, the capacity of BSP is quite small.
Based on the idea that this is because signals of BSP occwe ut a level weaker than
uuiscy, 1 csiablish my model of ESP.
2 BSP and the Proosss of Cogaition
As seen in the Law of Waver, normal senses, such 45 sight, auditory scmse, scnse of
touah, producs relatvely simple responscs against stimuli, Op the nther hand, ESP
pradiitess rather complexed responses which seem  desply relawd W the subjects’ pronéss of
cognition, as seen in shoep—and—goat and prze effect. TF BSP is clogely related to the
process, we need a model including it to uoderstend CSP.
I combined the model of cognitios and a model in which information is extrscted from
weak ESP signal below the noise level, and established an- ESP model(shown in Fig.2).
3 Neural Network
Neural nctwork is a wodet which consists of combined models of nerve eells whose
functions are simplified.
Because of the difficremes sipong the simplification or the combination, several
kinds of neural networks have bean propoced. The most basic functivns relawed to
cognition, such as revognition, memory, association, learning, can he expressed with
combination of the network. )
Judging from the facy that BP model resembles the actual brain functios so rauch, the
model in which information is coded or decoded by cumbining neural networks can be
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applied to hrains if the tapsmission with sipnals wesker than soise ic poesibie.
4 ESP Signal Detective Theory
We bave no ides which argan senses ESP sighel as we don't know whut carrics ESP

- dgonle, Bur they must bo tranamitted into nenral (mpulses, if wo put it that wa have a
certain orgap which sesses them. I presume that BSP gignal is micro electrical charge in
oeyral impuises.

Can humnn beings trantmit concepts with alectromagnmic waves, & presumed that ESP
i¢ a kind of eleuromagnetic wave and nerve celly wrc sowunas?

‘ It ie true that there are some paris in our brains and colis which are electrically
chargo, and these parts certainly rudiate clectromagnetic waves, It docsn't matter that
the amount of the rudiatcd caergy is small. The point is that the waves have complicated
pluse diffcronces. Becausa the phuses change iimewise and spywmwiss in o complicated
manpar, they disinss cack other so that we can’t dotoct them. Therefom, a slmples

biological model can't srand,
Tn the wapectionist modal of ESP, I regard the cach elocirically-chmrged past as

the source and the receiver of cloctromaguetic waves. That is, cach past kas its own
frequeucy aod phose simuitanennsly. This resembles o buge anmher of ransmission
machines funcroping without confugion, but in the model the travsmitted informarion i
always hopsogeneous sad can be controied intentionaily. ' :

Theoretically, it is possibie to uanmnit information even in 2 poor system, only if
the information is coded in a proper way which fitt the feslure of the systema. Thus, ESP
can tausmit information, even if the stogal is qhitu weak, ouce we have proper coding
method. The process is expresscd by the Formula (1) w (6).

3 Culing in Neural Network
When an agont have o target in his mind, the ouccroed geuron & activated. By

associstion, other nemrons copoerned with whot is sefated 0 the larget e activated
copseyucntly. Thus the brain esablishes the patterm to send the information. This
process biases the informmation timawise and spacocwise.

The percipient fallow (e samc process to the opposed direction. Tho more decoding
be doesin his neural networks, the less noise usad morc accurste information he cap get.
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This process is aciually much more complexed, as it i practicad jn the wocOpscious
level, tut I would like to facus on ESP signal which ix weaker than ooise, by eimplifying

the process(Fip.y and 10).

6 Resulr of Simulation
1 pructiced ay experimout using o somputar, with ESP cards as targets. The hit rate

shown ig Fig.12 indicates that BSP is comperent cuough to transmit information and that
the association memory has an effect to roduce ooiges, This leads w a bypothesis that

even weak ESP signals can tranemit information, as wa actnal brain has 20 immense numbcr
of neurona and 2 huge amount of association mewory ix invoived in the process.

7 Psi~Missing and Shecp—and~Goat Bffect
Whea coded information has closely relatedd associatiom memory, the memory becomes a

large noise, thus causing jnevitable pei~missing(shown in Fig.12). Wheun the assnciation
memory is the doninl of ESP, pi-misting ocuwes even if the BSP signal is received. )
This is sheep~and~goat cfiect.

8 Displacement. Bffcct
When the change of the amouut of the stored memary is smaller than thatofthe

stored noise, displammmteﬁwtu likely 1o occure(Look at Fig.6).

9 Intcusity Probability Theory of Pal
According 10 the model established by Mr, Kokubo, the intensity probability of psi

is certuin figure, 0.01, regardless of the hit raw itsclf, I would Hke {0 prove this
by uting ths copnectionisi model. I have got the Formula (11), which is just equall to
the Formula (7), the formula of Mr. Kokubo's wodel{Look at Fornmia (7) to (11)).

Poesibility of Precegnition a3 & Duantum Effact
Yemyuk{ Airarifi

Natjamal Spricuiture Resssrch Center,
_Binistry of Agrjcalture, Forsetry und Fisberles,
T&m uum

- - . o
B Canpecyionist sodele foF FEP mx proposed by

e Hfrsfuii (1988,1950} ta eacount for stochestic

satwo of B, shes-paat affects ami pai-
nissing withowt dlsojsdement offacta. A for
displocament effests arkd precognitios, ocswani=
cation chameis aoross time she. indiscensuble.
Poergy stetue of taurA] NAINOCKS in the cmwhac—
tionist podels beve ssty loca] niuimwes of pe~
cifin enargy, shere sows of tha [ocel ainiwum
polata correspond o meunrieg oF statws of oo
soionmess, 11 differsnce of the epecific eng—
sz betmm the I1ntal winjmm pointe iz very
subjl.. time indstermipscy shen s status corre~
spending ta & tareet I8 recossized becomes
lazge.. Deowd on thiz quantim offect, ¢ prozgs
nitfon yadel I provossd.
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Tty LiCtLCIOus stories of Gpontiiens precognition, witich congist of 10 typee of apicoda { A7 )% 1 yrode of
Cowymaviy { 1~3 ), wark gstumatad by 197 famtle college studettd. Each cebl indichted mean valuk of prohability sonree
( %) for 4 incusprecation .o Um lufb ball uf colums. e GAR datd SAC ceaCranged £or 1 grade of freduency in tha
righr naid af oalumeg, .
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life’,

1 18

the top figurc, wers 24 caseg. 23.3 %, followed by 21
cagam, 20.4 %, of ’'hunch and impraession’. The third figure was

. , .
S€eing apparition or psychic phencuena related to the dead op
dying person,’ having 14 cases, '13.5 %.

An_Experimental ESP Study in the N-N Associative Process: Ta
demcnstrate the psi effect in human Asgoclative process, I first
aalectad 100 atimulus noun words. In four Poychologiy clagses
299 students in all, T read each of thew while tha atudants ' E
wrn?e down a noun word associated with it in their minds in .
their record sheets. Thus, I ecompleted tables of response words
%o sach stimulua word. From each table I extracted four reaponse
words low and almest even in the asscciation value to each ’

othar. i
- ar. My experimental plan for psi is to use these words in an
ESP-association test eituation.

Syt ¢ m ——— m_— - — r— -

An ESP Experiment In A Mountain-Top

R e——— — o

Shigeki Hagilo
Kagoshima~Keizai University
JAPAN j

ABSTRACT t
Two different sets of ESP experiment in' a mountain-top

ajtuation were accomplished by the agsociate atudent members of
KPC(Ragoshima—~Keizai University Parapsychology Club) and Hagiao.
The subjects usaed a deck af Zener cards and Perceptron, a
portable~type machine sold for testing BSP. Bach of two

- exparimants wvas accompnied by a laboratory-room ESP testing as a
control. In Expeciment 1, in the Zener Card series five subjects
completed 20 runs yielding the deviation +16 in the Mountain-top
conditien on the one hand, and —7 in the Control condition on
the other hand, the diffsrence being marginal for statistical
gignificance. (CRwl.79, P=.08) In Bxperiment 2, in the
Perceptron seriss nine subjects completeri 36 runs giving a score
with 36 of extra chance, significant at .0l level, its
difference from the Control series being significant (P=.05).
Our results ware suppartive to the hypothesis that mountain—tops
often provided with a proper condition for the manifastation of
pai.
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My Researches an Psi:
Stability of ESP Scores;A Behavior ESP Targer;Survey-Interview
Approach to Spontaneous Psi;Psi in the Associative Process

 KAGOSHIMA-KEIZAI URIVERSITY
SHIGEKI HAGIG

Stability of BSP Scoraa: 77 stedents among others completed four
secies of card BSP test conducted wealk by week in a collega
paychology class, 1979, Each series test consistad of 4 runs.
Their overall scores were positive in a significant level

- Le!

(P=.0%). Out of 8ix correlative cuefficients among the four dxyyw%“ﬁ

serics one was positively significant(P=.03) and ancthes was %ygﬁ
negatively so(P=.0%), whila the other four rcoefficients had !

bkt

pesitive yet small valuea. The data also was consideced from é&dﬁﬁiuzq

another point of view—-"stability of the score in each y

subject”. The number of thouse who had a score above MCE(20) in/a1¥kﬂi

avery series ware 4, that is auch mure than the theoreticnléﬁﬁpéfi?fff?

value 3.1, but insignificant(CR=1.0). Laretei b

An Expariment with Behaviar ESP Targets: In an attempt to use
human behaviors as an ESP target instead of tha eard figures, I
selected four human actions:standing, writing, lying and
walking. An experimental ascistant played one randomly—salactad

A

behavior for 60 seconds for each trial in one room that the s

subject guessed in anothers room. Bach of the four experimental
subjects complared 120 trials and he alsu had Lhe Zener~cazd _
énries, 150 trials. One subject obtained a sighificant positive -
seore(P=,05) in the bahavior series though the overall results
of the behavior series was not different from that of the card
serios statistically.

763 studenta of the 1788 and 1989 college paycholegy classss who
answered questionnaire items on their sputaneous psi
experiences, 83 studants wvere intervieﬁed t@ talk about their
axperiances in detail. thay told 103 srories of Thelr awn
axperiences in all. 'Correspondence batwean a dream and real

—_—1
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ALL-0R-NONE MODELS AND SIGNAL DETECTIVITY TEEORY

KOKuan, Hideyuki
August 27. 1942

| published the intensity probgbility theary as the bazic research for the
the stody of the statistic experiment at 19th annusl convention of the Japanege
Saciety for Parapsychology, 1386. Some interesting studies hagve baen dona since
the theury ¥as presented.

In tbe theary, ! mede a pev ill=or-rione mode!, oftan called Kokubo's mpdel.
vhich vaz 2 2~psraweter model. | made it for the explanation of obgervable four
evantg following thas:

hit by psi, nias by psi,
kit by chanee, alss by chance.

My muwdel’ s parameteras are i and w. Passweter-i 18 a probability that pai
is activated th a trial. Parametesr-s {s z probability of miss on conditiun that
psi 1s dctivated. We can saayme & subject guesses at randus i1 bis psi iz not
activated,. .. . a0 gteas awd e DT e oot

Z~paramater-model ig very usaful for analyzing statistic data. But 1 expand

_-ed my research fiold before long, becauss | could find that ve cauld expiain

those four events by use of another theory, SDT(the Sigynal Deteativity Theory)}.

ao-éwinpunam restits 2o far

(1) 4 ROLE OP ALL-OR-NONE MODELS
01d all=or=-none nedels, I~parameter uzodels, c¢an show uz better condi-
tions for the detection of psi in statistic experizments.

(2) ESTIMATION OF ESP DATA _ ‘

In B8P tests, valves of i, which zeans subject’ s psi talent, meacly
oqual 0,01 on the condition that the prior provabitity {s from 1/2 to 1/52.
(This result is rediscovered.)

)0400390001-1
Approved For Release 2000/08/15 : CIA-RDP96-0.0792R00



——

Approved For Release 2000/08/15 : ClA-RDP96-00792R000400390001 1

{3) BSTIMATION OP PK DATA

Haga 3. (1089) confirmed the central 'imi¢ theoresm for the value of {
in a PX teg; vith dice, snd confirmed two importani zssumptions presentmd by
Kokubo (1987). Then Hags fovad that | noarly equaled 0,01 as eame as in BSP tests.
Fros above results, Haga has thought that.it is possible to resiyze ths dexital
PK comunfcilion, [ agree with hinm.

(1) ADVANCED MBTHOD
¥u can evaluite valusg of { and o vith che Plural Mode Method consider

«=¢d by Yokubo(i947, 1488). And maybe we be abls to estinmate the Observational

Theorias. Qencrally, we can oblaln more information from cupariments by using
J-paramater models than l-parasuier acdels.

(§) ROC CURVE QP RSP DATR

On tho SDT, Sakurai.H, (1987) re-snalyzed Pearcc-Pratt’s ewperiment and
evsjuated a value of d' aa 0, 4§. And he successed to draw a ROC ecurve of it
(1988). But, his obtained result slso esn be 1t the ROC curve introdyced from
All-or=none wodels in parapsychology. [ edn not select one, becausa thu value of
4" {s very omall,

(8) PARADOK OF CUNFIDENTIAL CALL

ln & thearatical study for-the SOT,.Rokubo(1989) shew the relation
betveen the contidential call snd the scaring ratio or the CR in the Yes-No
Lest. The obtained resujtas suggoeted that we could not exﬁect gaad experinantal

_results it ve analyzed osly vory-high=confijential calls. And thay suggostcd

that vo had bettar plan to let swbjects fegl dasy to 23y ~high confidencs”
frequently, ’

(1) A STRANGE ASSuMPTION

In another theoretical stwdy, LoXuba(1988) successed to find a euuation
to eaplain that the valuw of | was constant vith the S$PT, But, » very sirange
assumption vas essential for introducing the vquation. In the assumpcion, the
wental ecale has a unit like & quantum of mental snergy.

Approved For Release 2000/08/15 : CIA-RDP96-00792R000400390001 1
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The Japuneie Society for Parapsy-
chiology will cclebrate its 23th anniver.
sary in 1900, "T'Le society meets maonth-
ly at Takyo Ulniversity and sponsors an
appual convention each December. Al
though  mogidy meelings auract less
than a dozcn  members, this group
wight be considered a0 bauch of the
Parapsychological Association, since jis
gouls and oricitations arc equivalent,

AMembers ¢onduct original research
and critically cvaluate each other's ef
fnrts, Koten Nugashima has conducted
pst experiments for 10 years, using pa-
ticals  from  his  periatric  psychiatry
pracifee os puecicipants, He s
pulse rates and bLrain functions within
the context of the card gucsing and
dice predicting experimeants, Although
his sanual results tend to be ambiguous
regarding proof of psychic effects, the
society hopes un unalysie of the entire
10-year serivs will generaie clearct con-
vlusions. In 1987, Yoshiichi Ro pre-
sented a paper, ' Processes of Deforma-
tion in Spoon-Bending Phensmena.”
Hireyukl Sukurai described a method
fow applying sigriul detection theory to
psi research. Hideyuki Kokubo de-
serihed YA New Psi Test.” Hiroyuki
Subuwui presentad @ paga “Applicas
tien of Signal |setection Theory to Psi
Research” Soji Otani apeke “On the
Eiteet ol Exiwernal Stimulus to ESP
Score.” Kown Nagaghima prosented n
paper “Qn EEG and PK" and Tokiki
Wada presented “Compatison of P
Experfence Surveys Beiween Japan and
Fngland® Japanese theoristk are par-
ticularly interesied in observational the-
orics. For example, Hideyuki Kokubo
delivered a paper at the 1988 conven-
tion entitled “On an Experimental
Method to  Evaluate OQbucrvational
Theories,” During that same  yea
Muaaayuki Hirafuji presented a paper
“ESF Model by Newral Net,” and
Koteny Nagashima presented “On the
Pui Ability of thie Psychopath.”

Profcasor Suji Otani, of the Mational
Lelense Acadeny, is a guiding influ-
ence on the sciety. Tn 1987, he pre-
sented che convention Presidentiul Ad-

July-August, 19d%

Approved F

PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN JAPAN
By James MeClanan

dress cntitled ““I'he Meoblem of GAY in
Parapsychology,” Otani has ohserved
various Chinese chi gong masters who
visited Japan. Chi (ki in ]Jspanese)
is thought o be the universal life en
ergy that permeates (he universe, Chi-
rouy  mmsters  (kisko in Japanese)
cliim o be adepe at vontrolling this
cnergy. Ki may have a xlightly differ-
enl meaning in Japanese than chi in
Chinese. This variation ia derived from
Loth cultural and translation differ-
ences. In Japanese, &i has diverse
meanings: denki means electricity (den
means  thunder) and  tenki means
weather (e suvans heaven), Sume-
times ki, by iself, means “energy.”
Beicntifically, it s difficult o defiag
exactly what ki 8. In Chinese, chi is
sometimea tronslated into English as
“gas” even though it is thought to be
u form of onergy. Although chi-gang
masters are part of the medical estab-
lishment in some Chinwe hoipitals,
only a few such pracutloners cure (heir
clients using this methedology in Japan.

Professor Otani bas conducted varis
ous foriny of psychical rescarch which
have not been published. A number ol
yeary ago, he conducted o survoy of
Ja{mncsc war widow's expericnces. He
polled 100 widows in each prefecture
of Japan, linding that many report-
ed apparitional experiences coinriding
with  their  husbands’ deaths during
World War [, About one-third of the
2,200 questionnaires were returned. Al-
though his analysis is still incomplete,
hani s rotegorizing the rypes, cloth-
ing, actions and paiterns in the impres.
sions, as well as times of impression ver-
sus time of {ncident. Although no case
teveals perfect correspondence between
actual cvents and the widow's impres-
sions, vome cases reveal a high degree
of colncidence, In a few cases, the hus-
hand, thought 10 be dead, returned
saftly. Otani has noted a wide diversity
in thc mannecr that the widaws inters
pret their experiences, Sonie regard the
apparitional event as extremnely abnore
mal while othera clasaify their experis
ence as ordinary.

l:'i2R000400390001 -1

Abour t5 years ago, Oltani conducied
an FSP rard tost with participants in
a submariue, |naducing experimenty)
results which have nat been published.
Three conditioms wee compared: g
submetged sub, o surficed suby and ¢
land-based dituation, e found Jiue
difference between the fluating sub and
iand target, but the submergod Luye
penerated  signilicantly  Jower I’%P
scores, Otani notes that tlere may e
other variables, such as distance and
tine. which might have produced this
differential cffect, He draws no conclu-
sions feorn this data,

Tosio Kasahara has been uctjvi
translating  parapsychulugical  works
from Enghsh into Japanese and gelting
«~dited volwnes published, Ile revendy
completed the translation of 1Taralds.
san's  (1987) Modera Miracles md
Stcvenson’s (1987) Chitdren Who Rel
memher Previous Lives. His edited val-
waw Sai No Senjo: Choshinriqakn Zen-
shi (The Baltlefisld of Psi: Ristory of
All the Debates in Parapsychology),
was published by Hejbotsha Linited in
1907, Kusahara is presently editing and
tranclating a eollection nf articles for 3
book entitled Tuvraenibusa (The Elu-
siveneis Problem) to be printed by
Shunju sha Publishers,

A lew years ago, Dr. Kasahara vis-,
ied Scoul, Korea, tu invesiigaie
Christian psychic surgeon, Mrs, Kim.
Mrs. Kim seemed to nid patients by
ripping out their cancerous growths
witls her bare hande, Kuasaharay return-
ed from Korea with a videotape sup-
plied hy Mrs. Kim's arganization (my
Korean translator sefered] w it as Lhe
“Secing-Hearing-Feeling Church”), as
well as tapes produced by himwsll dus-
ing his own visit. From the videotape
supplicd by hcr organization, it ap-
pears that Mrs, Kim makes incisions
into some of her putient's bodics, in a
manner that would seemingly (normal-
ly} eausge harny Canecrous growths ave
sometimes  lterally (appaieutly) o

Dr. McCleron is in the Department of-
Social Stiences at Elizaboth Clity Stute 1Tni.
versity in North Carolina.

3
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out of patients' Ludies, Although the
medical value of her interventons
could not be established by Kasahara's
investigation, her organization claims
that her treatments arc highly effec-
tiva. The organization's videotax
shows cases in which pationts’ progress
toward complete recovery is docwnent-
ed over time, Kasaharo's private video-
tape docs not show Mrs, Kitn making
jncisiuns, which suggesta that she dous
not regularly engage iu this practice.
8kie appesred to be symbolically treat-
ing patients by applying small band-
ages. ] talked about this case with a
Korean colleague at my univeristy, Dr.
Wou Jung Ju. Apparently, M. Kim
has goined a degree of famc (hrough-
out Korean and even a Korean church
group in Dr Ju's neighberthood, in
Norfulh, Virginia, has seen her video-
tape. Although Dr. Ju noted that a
sinall percontage of religious Koreaus
helieve in her ability, he jeels that mnst
Korcans are Mghly skeptical. D, Ju
knows of no fornal scicntific investigar
tion of her nrpanization's clainus.

The socicty keeps ulweast of rescarch
developments in other countries. Tuka-
aki Ota, a high school English instruc-
tor, regularly paraphrases Western re-
ports for the monthly mectings of the
sacicty, He is presently reading Margins
of Reality by Jahn und Dunne (1987)
and will be reviewing this bnook at a
meeting this summer, Shigeki Hagio
piesented a paper, “Recent Researchies
ol Parapsychology in USA” at cha 1980

.annual convention in Yotsuya, Tuhyo.

Various other iwlividuals, bosides
the members of the Japanese Sociely
for Parapsychology, have conducted
piychical resrarch in Japan. Professor
Aokl has dune a romote viewing ex-
periment at Chubu University, Hiroshi
Motoyama, fuunder of the Institute for
Peligious Psychology, has conducied a
longterm restusch program, seeking tn
ferrat ouwt the relationship between
yoira, meridlans and chi encrgy. He uges
conmples equipment to monitor clectri-
cal body functlons and believes his
duta, amalyzed by computer, refleoct
personality charactoristics, as well as
potential medical disorders, Motayaina,
a4 Shinto priest, advocntes a religinns
orientation, u position which af-

14

fects his theorctical Tormulations and
arouscs suspicion among scientifically
ariented observers, Vaious new rehi-
gious groups, which have sprung up
sinee World War TI, alswo present mony
claims regarding paranormal  teate.
Some organizations advocats zecular
idcologics, somewhat scientific. in ori-
enlation, rather then religious ne.
Lrines.

'the Japanese uwdia ploy a signifi-
cant role in shaping the public’s im-
pressions ul the sccult, A Jamowns Japa-
nese actor, Tetairn Tanbia, had a near-
death experience; afterward, he tnok
part in producing a movie about the
“after-deat))”  wotld, His fame and
popularity have increased even mory
since he devoted tiene toward dissem-
inating life-after-death informadon.

Masuaki Kiyota, the Japancse metal
bender, has stacred in a ficlional movie,
written a book aud appeared on vari-
ous television programs. Aithough, in
1986, he wemed to acknowledgr on
TV that he used trickéry, a degree of
comroversy surrounds this incident and
he denies “confessing” in the manuner
portrayed. Ie claims his “disclosure”
was produced through creative wdit-
Ing.

During the early 1980s, Professor
Chani conducted o gerieg of experi-
ments with Musuaki Kiyota, atteapt-
ing 1o ducument his peychokinetic abil-
ity on videotape. UOtant videviaped
varivua events which suggest that somu
of Koyata's perlormances are uuthen-
tic, One tape hows Kiynta directing
his efforts toward a spucially-tagged
spoon which has heen clamped into
pasition. On  varlous uccasions, the
spoon’s head slawly, but markedly,
twists, without being louched, Otani
was present during these experiments
and carefully inspected the spuuss both
lefore and after videotaping, Since the
spoong’ {ags are clearly dlscernible in
thenc segments, it would sarm that the
test spoons could not have been tam-
pr1ed with or switched. Otani hopes to
produce a “perfect” segment of video-
tape, onc in which he demonstrates his
precautions and priceduces, both be-
fore and after the filming of the sub-
ject’s efforss,

Jopan is presently experienciog o

furm of occull hoom. Fortune telling,
astrology and tarot eards are also »i-
lracting interesl, cspecially among
young girls, Some people are alsd
studying and advocating Chinese num-
erology and fortune telling technigues,
using the year, month, day and time of
one's birth, Diviuations based on the
writing of the characters in one's nuse
make these calculations even mnie
complex, A small, but growinyg, scg-
ment of young people has brcome ih-
terested in stories about faiuies (taken
from the European archetype, rather
than Japanese folklore).

Various popular magazines suppart
belisf in the paranormal. One publica-
tion, My, whust namie is derived fram
the Pacific version of the lost can-
nnent of Atlantis, has a monthly cir-
culation of about 300,000, Twilight
Zone and AZ also atract the attention
of thase interested in the paranormal,
‘Vedevision programs, although not gei-
cntifically orlented, have presented fn-
formation reparding hauntings  in
Japan. '

Increasing concern with the oceult
hae stimulated eritical activists to be-
come more visible. Although this mave-
ment mny ha an [ndication that Japa-
nese skepticy auc beginning to tale the
possibility of ESP’s existence more
seriously, 1 knuw of no cvidence sug-
gesting that the |apanese scientifiv
communily hatbors greater tolerance
to parascientific claims than do West-
eru suientistd, [t may he that they are
mare willing to investigate Physio‘i:gi-
cal phenomena associated with altered
mental states, since some investigutors
have conducted eperiments with in-
dividuals claiming special abilitles,

Ouic telovision program, part of the
seriey “Scicnce-Q,” a weekly education-
#l ducumentary, presented @ program
that aliracted preat jnterust ahong
Japanese parapsychologists. The pro-
gram showed various feats pesformed
by # Rike master from China, Dr. Yu
Yong Chang. Under the supervision of
acaduinic  researchers, the  master
caused paralyzed childien to move
their linabs. He also alfected a candie’s
flame wndet unamtoelled conditions
{the investigatars felt that their con-

trols were sutivfactory during this fent,

Parapiychalngy Review
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but 1 believe most Western parapsy-
chologists would disagres with them).
Japemose investigators elaimed that the
Blnd volunic and heat in the masier's
haots ireused when he attempted o
radiate energy. A professor from Toho-
b Hniversity used a speclal devier to
IGCEITY I:I.Ht:ull:l” low levels uf Iahuh‘m
citissions (Jight) : he delermmined that
the Aike masier could mdiate such on-
ergy i an uhusual, and perhaps anom-
alous,  Liuaer, Althwg‘: GR}IEI‘iHlEn!S
seeling to detect special emissions of
static clectricity, supersonic sounds and
losy Trequency waves were pol success
ful, the pwster wae able to alfect the
pmisswon of infrared light. An EEG
unalyiis of the mastet’s beain indicated
a pattern similar to that of an cpilep.
e patient, se well as changes in alpha
patierns, cven thouglh no unusual be-
havier was apparent. After the demon-
strations, discussan argued regarding
the meaning of these findings. (ue
speculated  that very minor cner
suiissions of the master triggered bodi-
ly tesponses in the patienr, using the
paticnt's own energy. Anather felt this
theory wis inadequate, since he be-
lieved the master could affect inanis
mate objueets,

. Twiv Kasahara, a member of
the 1arapwyeholagieal Association, had
(e apporunily woanumitor the offouts
of Dr. Yu's (reatments on nne of his
paticitts, The wornan, whio was unable
tn et up in the moraing due to a herr-
ditmy, sveie hidoey problem, was
clearly benefived by the kiko master’s
thernpy. Afler trentment, she arose at
a unensl hour and becanwe Tar tmore
adive in life

Dr. Yu allegedly has demonstrated
the ability to affect his patients’ auto-
nomic nervous  systems, even  when
shielded from (hem, He is quite wili-
ing to participate in controlled experi-
juents investigating the possibility thar
lw can do this at a distance, Westam
researchers who are interested in this
project should contact me so that T ean
put them in touch with Japancse in-
vestigators. {Ine researchee, 1)r. Shi-
gout K, Savahiy suggeits the following
conditions: (1) subject(s) in the 11SA
should be young, regardlesy ol sex, have
ing a high semsitivity and having had
much experience with aujogenic trajo-
ing; (?) the labnratary should he
shielded from clectromagnetisi; (3)
various elements within the awtonomic
nervous sysient should Lo cupetently
measurad. 1Ir. Yo would concentrate
wn photograpln of the Lolawatory and
subject(s) in an attempt (0 cause psy-
chological cffccts,

A televisinon program which aired in
caly 1982 way alow affect public pes-
ceptions of the paranormal. A profes-
sivnal wagician, Marik, pave dewon-
strations of what he referred th as
“payvhuhinesis” wid  “lelekinesis” 1l
bent sproms, transformad  keys, made
coins seem ro pass through glas und
performed mentalise fears. Although he
stated thi be was “nou i peychic,! he
did not explain the means by which he
accomplished i feats and wauy ob-
servers jnterpreted his performance as
a demanstration of paranonnal ability.
Thase familiar with sleight-of-hand
mugic would have no difficulties in per-
ceiving normal means by which Marik
vauld perform his feats. He portrays

himeell as 3 performer, rather thun an
individual who requests scientific ine
vestigation, and seems cautious in mak-
ing ouwight declarations regarding
“miugical” powers.

‘Lhe members ot the Japanese %o«
clety for DPurapsychology recognice the
problems that media presentations cre~
ate for sientilically orlented rescarchs
¢rs, bul 1cuiain inteiestod i the possis
bility that humans radiate special ens
ergics associated with pusi. lhe prace
tices of acupuncture, shiatsu and other
therapies based on Asian ideclogies are
prevalent ia Japan. They feel that
Chinese kike, a practice asociated with
seemingly psychokinetic performances,
may constitutc a fruitlul realin for the
scientific investigation of psychic heale
ing. Although Chincse resenrchers in-
vestigating kiko masters tend to accept
locte proofs of “ancmalous”  fonty
Japanese scientists demand far higher
levels of evidenca. The main infereat of
Jupunee jnvesigators is not whether
kiko mastets have special abilities, but
the exact oatwe of the energics pmJ-
ducing observed effects. Although sucl
abilities may not be related to psi, the
inveatigation of them wilt contribute to
the understanding of hwinan physiol-

ogy.
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